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low mud wall and young palm saplings in front, veiled in thin mist. In the sky, a crescent moon and a 
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5) — fortresses they thought would protect them from Allah’s decree. The quiet night symbolises the trial 
after trial the Muslims went through between Uhud and the Trench, while the dawn light symbolises hope 
and Allah’s help after hardship. 
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TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 
The tenth book of The Prophet’s Sirah ended at Uhud — wounds, martyrs, and Allah’s promise that the 
days alternate. In the two years that followed, between Uhud (Shawwal 3 AH) and the Battle of the 
Trench (Shawwal 5 AH), the Muslims went through trial after trial: their teachers were treacherously 
killed, a Jewish tribe plotted to kill the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, and Arab tribes grew bold enough to 

threaten Madinah. 

Yet in the same period Allah also perfected the law: wine was prohibited, prayer in time of fear was 
taught, and Surah Al-Hashr was revealed. This book tells these stories from the Qur’an and authentic 
Hadith, with sirah-book stories marked with their status. 

 
Figure 1: Timeline between Uhud and the Trench. 

Note: The Qur’anic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadith is stated in its box. Information 
from the books of sirah is placed in brown “Sirah Note” boxes, and historical facts come with source links. 
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AFTER UHUD: THE ENEMY GROWS BOLD 
The reverse at Uhud had effects beyond Madinah. Arab tribes who had been awed after Badr now thought 
the Muslims had grown weak. Some tribes began gathering forces to attack Madinah, and others sought 
ruses to deceive the Muslims. 

SIRAH NOTE: ABU SALAMAH AND BANU ASAD 
The sirah books say that in Muharram 4 AH, the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم learned that Banu Asad were 

preparing to attack Madinah. He sent Abu Salamah with about 150 Companions. They arrived so swiftly that 
the enemy dispersed without a fight. 

Abu Salamah returned to Madinah, but the wound he had received at Uhud reopened, and he passed away 
soon after. The story of his wife, Umm Salamah, is told in Chapter 17. 

REFERENCES: 
Ibn Hisham, as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah; Ibn Sa‘d, at-Tabaqat al-Kubra.  

 
AFTER BADR AFTER UHUD 

Arab tribes awed by Madinah Arab tribes grow bold 

Banu Qaynuqa‘ expelled Banu an-Nadir plot treachery 

The hypocrites hide The hypocrites grow louder 
 
The lesson: enemies are always watching for the believers’ weakness. Yet the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 

did not let the situation linger; he acted swiftly to restore Madinah’s standing. 
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THE TRAGEDY OF AR-RAJI‘ 
In Safar 4 AH, a small band of Companions was sent — according to Ibn Ishaq’s report, at the request of 
the tribes of ‘Adal and al-Qarah, who claimed they wished to learn Islam. At a well called ar-Raji‘, they 
were betrayed. Abu Hurayrah ��عنه  ا��� ر  related: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 3045 

ثنَاَ   َانِ �دََّ �َ بوُ ا�ْ� �ْ�َ�َ�اَ  أ� هرْيِِّ ، عنَِ  شُعيَبٌْ ، أ� ُّ �ْ�َ�َ�يِ  ا�� سِيدِ  ، قاَلَ أ� �يِ سُفْياَنَ �نِْ أ� �َ�رْوُ �نُْ أ�

قَ�ِّ�ُ  َّ يةََ الث نَّ    �نِْ �اَرِ َ�ْ�ةََ ـ أ� �يِ هرُ ْ��اَبِ أ� َ ـ وهَوَْ �لَيِفٌ لبَِ�يِ زهُرْةََ وكََ�نَ منِْ أ� َ�ْ�ةَ �اَ هرُ ـ    أ�

 َ� َّ� ةً عيَنْاً، وأَ� َّ ي �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� عَ�َ�ةََ رهَطٍْ �َ�ِ َّ ر�� ا��� عنه ـ قاَلَ بعَثََ رسَُولُ ا��

ةِ وَ  ذاَ كَ�نوُا �اِ�ْ�دَأَ� ى إ� َّ نصَْاريَِّ �دََّ �اَ�ِِ� �نِْ �ُ�رََ، فاَنطْلَقَوُا حَ� هوَْ  �لََْ��مِْ �اَ�ِ�َ �نَْ �اَبتٍِ ا���

يباً منِْ ماِئَ�ىَْ بَ�نَْ عسُْفاَنَ �َ ذُ�ِ�وُا ِ��ىٍَّ منِْ هذُيَلٍْ يقُاَلُ �َ�مُْ بنَوُ ِ��يْاَنَ، فنَفَرَوُا �َ�مُْ قرَِ  ومََ�َّ

دوُهُ منَِ ا�ْ�دَيِنةَِ فقَاَلوُ كَ�هَمُْ �َ�رْاً �َ�وََّ ى وَ�دَوُا مأَ� َّ وا آ�اَرهَمُْ حَ� همُْ راَمٍ، فاَقتْصَُّ ُّ ا  رَ�لٍُ، كُ�

 ُ �اَطَ �ِ�مُِ    هذَاَ �َ�رْ �ىَ فدَْفدٍَ، وأَ� َئوُا إ� ْ��اَبهُُ �َ� ا رآَهمُْ �اَ�ِ�ٌ وأَ� َّ وا آ�اَرهَمُْ، فَ�َ� يَ�ْ�بَِ. فاَقتْصَُّ

ِيثاَقُ، وَ��َ نقَْتلُُ منِْ�ُْ� أ�  �ْ�يِ�ُْ�، ولَـَ�ُ�ُ العْهَْدُ واَ�ْ� عْطوُ�اَ �أِ� �دَاً. القْوَمُْ فقَاَلوُا �َ�مُُ ا�ْ�لِوُا وأَ�

 َ �ْقاَلَ � همَُّ أ� َّ ةِ كَ�فرٍِ، الل �ْ�لُِ اليْوَمَْ �يِ ذمَِّ �ِ ��َ أ� َّ �اَ فوَاَ�� ا أ� مَّ ةِ أ� َّ ي ِ� َّ مِ��ُ ال� ا  ا�ِ�ُ �نُْ �اَبتٍِ أ� َّ �ِ�ْ عنَ

َثةَُ رهَطٍْ �اِلعْهَْدِ  لَْ��مِْ ثَ�� بلِْ، فقَتََ�ُ�ا �اَِ�ماً �يِ سَبعْةٍَ، فَ�َ�لََ إ� َّ كَ. فرَمَوَهْمُْ �اِلن َّ ِيثاَقِ،    نبَيِ واَ�ْ�

 ِ وْ�اَرَ قسِِ�ّ طْلقَوُا أ� ا اْ��َ�كْنَوُا مِْ��مُْ أ� َّ ِنةََ ورََ�لٌُ آ�َ�ُ، فَ�َ� نصَْاريُِّ واَ�نُْ دثَ �مِْ  مِْ��مُْ خُبيَبٌْ ا���

 َ نَّ �يِ ه ْ��بَُ�ُْ�، إ� �ِ ��َ أ� َّ لُ الغْدَْرِ، واَ�� وَّ الثُِ هذَاَ أ� َّ �لُُ الث َّ وْثقَوُهمُْ فقَاَلَ ا�� ؤُ��ءَِ �ُ�سْوةًَ. فَ��

�ىَ فقَتََ�ُ�هُ، فاَنطْلَقَوُا ِ��بُيَبٍْ واَ�نِْ دَ  نْ يصَْحَ�َ�مُْ فَ�� روُهُ وَ�اَ�َ�وُهُ �َ�َ� أ� َّ ِ��ُ القْتَْ�َ�، �َ�رَ ِنةََ  �ُ� ث

َارثِِ �نِْ �اَ�ِ�ِ  خُبيَبْاً بنَوُ اْ�� �َْ�رٍ، فاَبتْاَعَ  وقَعْةَِ  بعَدَْ   َ� ى �اَعوُ�ُ�اَ �ِ�َ�َّ َّ �نِْ نوَفْلَِ �نِْ عبَدِْ    حَ�

سِ��اً،   َارثَِ �نَْ �اَ�ِ�ٍ يوَمَْ �َْ�رٍ، فلَبَثَِ خُبيَبٌْ عنِدْهَمُْ أ� منَاَفٍ، وكََ�نَ خُبيَبٌْ هوَُ قتَلََ اْ��

�ْ�َ�َ�يِ   �ِ �نُْ عيِاَضٍ فَ�� َّ نَّ    عبُيَدُْ ا�� َارثِِ أ� �مُْ ِ��نَ اجْتمَعَوُا اسْتعَاَرَ مِْ��اَ    بنِتَْ اْ�� َ�ّ �ْ�َ�تَهُْ أ� أ�

 َ �اَهُ قاَلتَْ فوََ�دَْتهُُ �ُ�لْسِهَُ � �اَ �اَفِ�َ�ٌ ِ��نَ أ� �ذََ ابنْاً �يِ وأَ� �اَرتَهُْ، فَ�� �َ� موُ�َ� �َْ�تَِ�دُّ �ِ�اَ فَ��

 َ ِيدَهِِ، ففَزَعِْتُ فزَْ�ةًَ عَ�فَهَاَ خُب ب واَ�ْ�وُ�َ�  ماَ  �َ�ذِهِِ   ُ�َ�ُ قتْ نْ أ� أ� يبٌْ �يِ وجَْهيِ فقَاَلَ َ��شَْ�نَْ 

يوَمْاً  لقَدَْ وَ�دَْتهُُ   ِ� َّ سِ��اً قطَُّ �َ�ْ�اً منِْ خُبيَبٍْ، واَ�� يتُْ أ� �ِ ماَ رأَ� َّ فعْلََ ذلََِ�. واَ�� كُنتُْ ���

https://sunnah.com/narrator/1382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3801
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6065
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6065
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4396
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5426
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1124
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 َّ ن �َ منِْ �َ�رٍَ وكََ�نتَْ تقَوُلُ إ� هُ �َ�وُثقٌَ �يِ اْ��دَِ��ِ، ومَاَ �ِ�َ�َّ َّ ن كُُ� منِْ قطِْفِ عنِبٍَ �يِ �َ�هِِ، وَ�� هُ �أَ�

خُبيَبٌْ  �َ�مُْ  قاَلَ  اْ��لِِّ،  �يِ  ليِقَْتُ�ُ�هُ  اْ��رَمَِ  منَِ  �َ�جَُوا  ا  َّ فَ�َ� خُبيَبْاً،  رزَقَهَُ   ِ� َّ ا�� منَِ  �َ�زِْقٌ 

نَّ ماَ �يِ �َ�عٌَ لطََ ذَ  وا أ� ُّ نْ تظَنُ َّ قاَلَ لوَْ��َ أ� ركَْعْ ركَْعتََ�نِْ. فَ�َ�كَُوهُ، فرَكََعَ ركَْعتََ�نِْ �ُ� لْ�ُ�اَ  روُ�يِ أ� وَّ

 َ �ِ مَ�ْ�َِ�ي وذَ َّ ىِّ شِقٍّ كَ�نَ �ِ� حْ�ِ�مِْ �دَدَاً. ولَسَْتُ أُ�اَ�يِ ِ��نَ أُقتْلَُ مسُْ�ِ�اً �َ�َ� أ� همَُّ أ� َّ لَِ� الل

َارثِِ، فكََ�نَ خُبيَبٌْ  َ�َ�ُ ا�نُْ اْ�� عِ فقَتَ َّ ممُزَ وْصَالِ شِ�ْ�ٍ  نْ �َ�أَ� يبُاَركِْ �َ�َ� أ� �َ�ِ وَ�� �يِ ذاَتِ ا���

يوَمَْ   �اَبتٍِ  �نِْ  لعِاَ�ِِ�   ُ� َّ ا�� فاَسْتَ�اَبَ  صَ�ْ�اً،  قتُلَِ  مسُْ�ٍِ�  ا�ْ�ئٍِ  لكُِّ�ِ  ا��كَّْعتََ�نِْ  سَنَّ  هوَُ 

ْ��اَبهَُ �َ�َ�هَمُْ ومَاَ أُصِيبوُا، وَبعَثََ �اَسٌ منِْ  أُصِيبَ،   �يُِّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� أ� َّ الن  َ�َ�ْ� فَ��

 ُ هُ قتُلَِ ليِؤُتْوَاْ �ِ�َْ�ءٍ منِهُْ يعُرْفَُ، وكََ�نَ قدَْ قتَلََ رَ� َّ ن �ىَ �اَ�ٍِ� ِ��نَ �دُّثِوُا أ� َ�ٍْ� إ� ارِ قرُ ��ً كُفَّ

�ْ�ِ، �َ�مَتَهُْ منِْ رسَُو�ِ�مِْ، فَ�َْ� منِْ عظُمَاَ�ِ�مِْ يوَمَْ   �َّ�ِ منَِ ا��َّ �َْ�رٍ، فبَعُثَِ �َ�َ� �اَ�ٍِ� مثِلُْ الظُّ

نْ يقَْطعََ منِْ �َ�ْ�هِِ شَيئْاً.   يقَْدرِوُا �َ�َ� أ�

TRANSLATION: 
Abu Hurayrah ��عنه ا��� ر  said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم sent a scouting party of ten men under ‘Asim 

ibn Thabit al-Ansari. When they reached al-Had’ah, between ‘Usfan and Makkah, news of them reached 
Banu Lihyan of Hudhayl. About two hundred archers followed their tracks until they found the stones of the 
dates they had eaten and said: “These are the dates of Yathrib.” When ‘Asim and his companions saw them, 
they took refuge on high ground and were surrounded. The enemy said: “Come down; you have our covenant 
and pledge that we will not kill any of you.” ‘Asim said: “By Allah, I will not come down under the protection 
of a disbeliever. O Allah, inform Your Prophet of our news.” They shot at them until they killed ‘Asim with 
six others. Three came down on the pledge: Khubayb, Ibn ad-Dathinah and another man. When seized, they 
were tied with their bowstrings; the third said: “This is the first betrayal,” refused to go with them and was 
killed. Khubayb and Ibn ad-Dathinah were taken and sold in Makkah after Badr. The sons of al-Harith ibn 
‘Amir bought Khubayb, for he had killed al-Harith at Badr. He stayed with them as a captive. Al-Harith’s 
daughter related that Khubayb borrowed a razor from her; her small child crawled to him and sat on his thigh 
while the razor was in his hand. She was terrified, and Khubayb said: “Do you fear that I would kill him? I 
would never do that.” She said: “By Allah, I never saw a captive better than Khubayb. I saw him eating 
a bunch of grapes while he was in chains, and there was no fruit in Makkah — it was provision Allah 
gave him.” When they took him out of the sanctuary to kill him, Khubayb said: “Let me pray two rak‘ahs.” 
Then he said: “Were it not that you would think I fear death, I would have prolonged them.” It was Khubayb 
who established the sunnah of two rak‘ahs for everyone killed in captivity. Then he recited verses: “I do 
not care, as long as I am killed a Muslim, on which side I fall for Allah…” On the day they were killed, the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم told his Companions of their news. Quraysh sent men to bring part of ‘Asim’s body, for he had 

killed one of their chiefs. Allah sent a swarm of hornets like a cloud that protected him, and they could 
not cut anything from him. 
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Abu al-Yaman, from Shu‘ayb, from az-Zuhri, from 
‘Amr ibn Abi Sufyan ath-Thaqafi, from Abu Hurayrah عنه ا���   within it az-Zuhri also narrates from ;ر�� 
‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Iyad, from the daughter of al-Harith. 
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Jihad, Hadith No. 3045; also No. 4086. 
The translation is partly abridged. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3045 

 

 
Figure 2: Two tragedies after Uhud. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/1382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3801
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6065
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4396
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5426
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1124
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3045
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

TEN MEN AGAINST TWO HUNDRED 
Ten men were surrounded by some two hundred archers. ‘Asim ibn Thabit chose not to surrender to a 
disbeliever’s promise, and prayed: “O Allah, inform Your Prophet of our news.” Allah answered that 
prayer: on the day they were killed, the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم told his Companions their news. 

The lesson: the enemy’s promise cannot be fully trusted — the third man called it “the first betrayal” as 
soon as they were bound. And a believer’s prayer in his last moments is heard by Allah. 
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

KHUBAYB AND THE BUNCH OF GRAPES 

Khubayb ibn ‘Adi ��عنه  ا��� ر  was taken to Makkah and sold to the family of al-Harith ibn ‘Amir, whose 

father had been killed at Badr. He was held captive for days, waiting for the sacred months to pass before 
being killed (sirah books). During that time, two events took place, recorded in the authentic hadith above: 

EVENT LESSON 

A small child on Khubayb’s lap, a razor in his hand Trust and character: he took no revenge on a child. 

A bunch of grapes while in chains A miracle (karamah): provision from Allah when there 
was no fruit in Makkah. 

 
That testimony came from the daughter of his own enemy: “By Allah, I never saw a captive better than 
Khubayb.” A Muslim’s character is acknowledged even by those who hate him. 

SIRAH NOTE: ZAYD IBN AD-DATHINAH 
The sirah books say Khubayb’s companion, Zayd ibn ad-Dathinah, was also killed in Makkah. Before he 
was killed, Abu Sufyan asked him: “Would you like Muhammad to be in your place now, while you are with 
your family?” Zayd replied: “By Allah, I would not like Muhammad, where he is now, to be pricked by a 
thorn while I sit with my family.” Abu Sufyan said: “I have never seen anyone love anyone as the 
companions of Muhammad love Muhammad.” 

REFERENCES: 
Ibn Hisham, as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah, chapter on ar-Raji‘.  

 
The lesson: in the weakest state — chained and awaiting death — a believer still guards his character 
and trust, and Allah honours him. 
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

TWO RAK‘AHS BEFORE MARTYRDOM 
When Khubayb was taken out of the sanctuary to at-Tan‘im to be killed (sirah books), his last request 
was not food or family, but two rak‘ahs of prayer. He kept them short and said: “Were it not that you 
would think I fear death, I would have prolonged them.” 

Abu Hurayrah said in the same hadith: “It was Khubayb who established the sunnah of two rak‘ahs 
for every Muslim killed in captivity.” The act of a Companion, approved by the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, 

became a sunnah for the nation. 

KHUBAYB’S VERSES 
Before his martyrdom, Khubayb recited verses (meaning): “I do not care, as long as I am killed a 
Muslim, on which side I fall for Allah. All this is for the sake of Allah; if He wills, He will bless the 
scattered limbs.” These verses are recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari 3045. 

The lesson: prayer is a believer’s final refuge. Khubayb taught that dying upon Islam matters more than 
how or where one dies. 
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

‘ASIM AND THE GUARDIAN HORNETS 

‘Asim ibn Thabit ��عنه  ا��� ر , leader of the ar-Raji‘ party, was among the renowned archers of the Ansar. 

At Badr he had killed one of the chiefs of Quraysh. So after his martyrdom, Quraysh sent men to take 
part of his body as proof and in revenge. 

But Allah sent a swarm of hornets like a cloud that protected his body, so they could not cut anything 
from it (Sahih al-Bukhari 3045). 

SIRAH NOTE: ‘ASIM’S VOW 
The sirah books say ‘Asim had vowed never to touch a polytheist nor be touched by one. When ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khattab heard the story of the hornets, he said: “Allah protects His believing servant after his death, 
as He protected him in his life.” 

REFERENCES: 
Ibn Hisham, as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah; Fath al-Bari, commentary on hadith 3045.  

 
The lesson: Allah guards the honour of His friends, in life and after death. Small hornets became Allah’s 
soldiers to protect a martyr’s body. 
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

BI’R MA‘UNAH: SEVENTY RECITERS 
In the same month, a greater tragedy occurred. The sirah books say that Abu Bara’ ‘Amir ibn Malik, 
chief of Banu ‘Amir, asked the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم to send teachers to Najd and promised protection. 

Anas ibn Malik ��عنه  ا���  ر  related: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 4090 

�َ�يِ   ادٍ�دََّ َّ �ْ�َ� �نُْ �َ� ثنَاَ  عبَدُْ ا��� يعٍْ ، �دََّ َ ِ��ُ �نُْ زرُ ثنَاَ  �َ� َ ، عنَْ  سَعيِدٌ ، �دََّ �َِ� ، عنَْ  قتَاَدةَ أ�

�ِ   �نِْ ماَلِ�ٍ  َّ وا رسَُولَ ا�� ةَ وَ�َ�يِ �َ�يْاَنَ اْ��َ�دَُّ َّ نَّ رِ�ْ��ً، وذَكَْواَنَ وعَصَُي ـ ر�� ا��� عنه ـ أ�

�يِ  اءَ  َّ القْرُ �ُ�مَِّ��مُِ  َّا  �ُ� نصَْارِ،  ا��� منَِ  �ِ�بَعِْ�نَ  همُْ  مدََّ فَ�� �دَوٍُّ،   �َ�َ� وس��  �ليه  ا���  ص�� 

ِبِ�ْ�ِ معَوُنةََ قتََ�ُ�همُْ، وَ�دَرَوُا زمَاَ�ِ�مِْ، كَ�نوُا َ��تْطَبِوُنَ �اِ ى كَ�نوُا ب َّ يلِْ، حَ� َّ ُّ�نَ �اِلل يصَُ� �اَرِ وَ ل�َّ

حْياَءِ   حْياَءٍ منِْ أ� بحِْ �َ�َ� أ� �يَِّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس��، فقَنَتََ �َ�ْراً �َْ�عوُ �يِ الصُّ َّ �ِ�مِْ، فبَلَغََ الن

 َّ نَّ ذلََِ� العْرَبَِ، �َ�َ� رِ�لٍْ وذَكَْواَنَ وعَصَُي ِّ إ� �اَ فِ��مِْ قرُآْ�اً �ُ� �ٌَ� فقَرَأَ� ةَ وَ�َ�يِ �َ�يْاَنَ. قاَلَ أ�

�َِ� �نِْ   رْضَا�اَ. وعَنَْ قتَاَدةََ عنَْ أ� ا وأَ� َّ ناَ، فرََ�ِ�َ عنَ َّ َب ا لقَيِناَ ر َّ � ا قوَمْنَاَ، أ� َّ َلغِّوُا عنَ ماَلٍِ� رفُـِـعَ ب

�ِ ص�� ا�� َّ نَّ �َ�يَِّ ا�� ثهَُ أ� حْياَءٍ منِْ  �دََّ بحِْ �َْ�عوُ �َ�َ� أ� � �ليه وس�� قنَتََ �َ�ْراً �يِ صَ��ةَِ الصُّ

زاَدَ   وَ�َ�يِ �َ�يْاَنَ.  ةَ  َّ وعَصَُي �َ�َ� رِ�لٍْ وذَكَْواَنَ  العْرَبَِ،  حْياَءِ  ُ أ� ثنَاَ    �لَيِفةَ يعٍْ �دََّ َ زرُ ، ا�نُْ 

ثنَاَ   َ ، عنَْ  سَعيِدٌ �دََّ ثنَاَ  قتَاَدةَ �ٌَ� ، �دََّ ِبِ�ْ�ِ معَوُنةََ، أ� نصَْارِ قتُِ�ُ�ا ب بعِْ�نَ، منَِ ا��� نَّ أُولئَكَِ السَّ ، أ�

َا�اً. َ��وْهَُ.   قرُآْ�اً �ِ�

TRANSLATION: 
Anas ibn Malik ��عنه ا���  ر  said: The tribes of Ri‘l, Dhakwan, ‘Usayyah and Banu Lihyan asked the 

Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم for help against their enemy. He supplied them with seventy of the Ansar whom 

we called al-Qurra’ (the reciters) in their time. They gathered firewood by day and prayed by night. 
When they reached the well of Ma‘unah, they were killed treacherously. When the news reached the Prophet 
 he made qunut for a month in the Fajr prayer, invoking against some Arab tribes: Ri‘l, Dhakwan, ‘Usayyah ,صلى الله عليه وسلم

and Banu Lihyan. Anas said: We used to recite a verse of the Qur’an revealed about them, then it was 
abrogated: “Convey to our people that we have met our Lord; He is pleased with us and has made us 
pleased.” 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari through two chains: from ‘Abd al-A‘la ibn Hammad, from 
Yazid ibn Zuray‘, from Sa‘id (ibn Abi ‘Arubah), from Qatadah, from Anas ibn Malik; and from Khalifah (ibn 
Khayyat), from Ibn Zuray‘, from Sa‘id, from Qatadah, from Anas  ر�� ا��� عنه. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/4205
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8418
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3281
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6458
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2744
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8418
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3281
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6458
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4205
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8418
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3281
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6458
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2744
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2744
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8418
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3281
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6458
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Military Expeditions, Chapter on ar-
Raji‘, Ri‘l, Dhakwan and Bi’r Ma‘unah, Hadith No. 4090. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4090 

 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4090
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

WHO WERE THE QURRA’? 
They were seventy of the Ansar, memorisers and reciters of the Qur’an. Anas described them: 
gathering firewood by day (to sell and buy food for the People of the Suffah, according to another 
narration), and praying by night. They were the scholars of Islam’s first generation. 
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

‘AMIR IBN FUHAYRAH RAISED TO THE SKY 

Among the martyrs of Bi’r Ma‘unah was ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah ��عنه  ا��� ر , Abu Bakr’s freed slave who 

tended the sheep while the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم and Abu Bakr hid in the Cave of Thawr, and then 

accompanied them on the hijrah to Madinah (Book 7). ‘A’ishah ��ع��ا  ا��� ر  mentions in a long hadith that 

‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah was martyred on the day of Bi’r Ma‘unah. 

‘Urwah narrated that ‘Amir ibn at-Tufayl, the enemy chief, pointed at one of the slain and asked the 
captive ‘Amr ibn Umayyah: “Who is this?” ‘Amr replied: “This is ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah.” ‘Amir ibn at-Tufayl 
said: “I saw him raised to the sky after he was killed, until I saw the sky between him and the earth; 
then he was put down.” Then the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم told the Companions: “Your companions have 

been killed, and they asked their Lord: Our Lord, inform our brothers that we are pleased with You and 
You are pleased with us.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 4093). 

A former slave who once tended sheep to protect the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم during the hijrah was now 

honoured by Allah in a way his own enemy witnessed. Honour with Allah is not measured by lineage. 

Losing seventy reciters in a single day — equal to the number of martyrs at Uhud — was among the 
heaviest blows for the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم. The lesson: knowledge and dawah have a price; the first 

teachers paid it with their lives. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4093
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

“I HAVE WON, BY THE LORD OF THE KA‘BAH!” 

The leader of the Bi’r Ma‘unah party sent Haram ibn Milhan, Anas’s uncle, to deliver the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم 

letter to ‘Amir ibn at-Tufayl. While Haram was speaking to them, they signalled to a man who stabbed 
him from behind: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 4092 

�َ�يِ   انُ �دََّ َّ �ْ�َ�َ�اَ  حِب �ِ ، أ� َّ �ْ�َ�َ�اَ  عبَدُْ ا�� ٌ ، أ� �َ�يِ  معَمْرَ �َ�ٍ ، قاَلَ �دََّ �ِ �نِْ أ� َّ ُ�اَمةَُ �نُْ عبَدِْ ا�� �  ،

هُ �مَـِـعَ   َّ ن �ََ� �نَْ ماَلِ�ٍ أ� ا طُعنَِ �َ�اَمُ �نُْ ملِْ�اَنَ ـ وكََ�نَ �اَ�َ�ُ ـ    أ� َّ ـ ر�� ا��� عنه ـ يقَوُلُ �َ�

 ِ ْـكَعبْةَ َّ قاَلَ فزُتُْ ورَبَِّ ال سِهِ، �ُ� مِ هَ�َ�اَ، فنَضََ�هَُ �َ�َ� وجَْههِِ ورَأَ�  . يوَمَْ بِ�ْ�ِ معَوُنةََ قاَلَ �اِ��َّ

TRANSLATION: 
Anas ibn Malik ��عنه ا��� ر  narrated that when his uncle Haram ibn Milhan was stabbed on the day of 

Bi’r Ma‘unah, he caught his blood and sprinkled it on his face and head, then said: “I have won, by 
the Lord of the Ka‘bah!” 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Hibban (ibn Musa), from ‘Abdullah (ibn al-Mubarak), 
from Ma‘mar, from Thumamah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Anas, from Anas ibn Malik ر�� ا��� عنه. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Military Expeditions (al-Maghazi), 
Hadith No. 4092. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4092 

 
Anas narrated in another hadith that Haram said: “Allahu Akbar! I have won, by the Lord of the Ka‘bah!” 
Then they killed the whole party except a lame man who was on top of a hill (Sahih al-Bukhari 4091). 

SIRAH NOTE: THE KILLER WHO EMBRACED ISLAM 
The sirah books say that the man who stabbed Haram, Jabbar ibn Sulma, was astonished to hear “I have 
won” from a dying man. When he asked what it meant and was told it meant winning Paradise, his heart was 
moved, and he later embraced Islam. 

REFERENCES: 
Ibn Hisham, as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah; Ibn Hajar, al-Isabah.  

 
The lesson: for a believer, death in Allah’s cause is not defeat but victory. The true measure of success 
is Allah’s pleasure, not safety in this world. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/2234
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4716
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7633
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2050
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2234
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4716
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7633
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2050
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4092
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4091
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

THE QUNUT OF CALAMITY 

The Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم grief over Bi’r Ma‘unah was profound. Anas ��عنه  ا��� ر  said: “The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم made 

qunut for a month, invoking against Ri‘l and Dhakwan.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 1003). In another narration 
Anas said: “That was the beginning of qunut; before that we did not make qunut.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 
4088). 

POINT EXPLANATION 

Name Qunut an-nazilah — qunut when a great calamity 
strikes the nation. 

When In obligatory prayers, especially Fajr, after the final 
bowing. 

Duration The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم did it for a month (Bukhari 1003, 
4090). 

Content Praying for the oppressed and naming the wrong 
done. 

 
Scholars take this hadith as the basis for qunut an-nazilah — supplication in prayer when the Muslims 
are struck by a great calamity, such as war, oppression or plague. It is practised to this day in many 
mosques when Muslims somewhere are oppressed. 

The lesson: the nation’s grief is carried into prayer. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم did not merely grieve; he 

prayed persistently for a month. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1003
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4088
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4088
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

“CONVEY TO OUR PEOPLE” 
In Anas’s hadith (Chapter 6), something remarkable is mentioned: Allah revealed a verse of the Qur’an 
about the martyrs of Bi’r Ma‘unah, which the Companions recited for a time, then its recitation was 
abrogated: “Convey to our people that we have met our Lord; He is pleased with us and has made 
us pleased.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 2801, 4095). 

Though its wording is no longer recited as Qur’an, its meaning remains in other verses about the martyrs. 
Allah says: 

“Rejoicing in what Allah has bestowed upon them of His bounty”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 3:170. 

TYPE OF ABROGATION EXAMPLE 

Recitation abrogated, meaning remains “Convey to our people…” (Bukhari 2801) 

Ruling abrogated, recitation remains Early stages of the wine ruling (2:219; 4:43) — 
Chapter 10 

Both remain Most verses of the Qur’an 
 
The lesson: Allah Himself conveyed the greeting of the martyrs to their people. Grief in this world is 
repaid with lasting contentment. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2801
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4095
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/3/170
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

THE PROHIBITION OF WINE 
Among the important events after Uhud was the final prohibition of wine. Wine was deeply rooted in 
Arab society, so Allah prohibited it in stages: 

 
Figure 3: The stages of prohibiting wine. 

“indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone alters [to other than Allah], and divining 
arrows are but defilement from the work of Satan, so avoid it”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 5:90. 

https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/5/90
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

How did the Companions receive this command? Anas  ��عنه  ا��� ر , who was serving drinks in the house 

of Abu Talhah, related: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 2464 

ثنَاَ   بوُ َ��يْىَ�دََّ حِ�ِ� أ� َّ دُ �نُْ عبَدِْ ا�� َّ �ْ�َ�َ�اَ  �ُ�َ� انُ ، أ� ثنَاَ  عفََّ َ�ْ�ٍ، �دََّ ادُ �نُْ ز َّ ثنَاَ  �َ� ،  �اَبتٌِ ، �دََّ

�َ�ٍ عنَْ   �يِ طَلْ�ةََ، وكََ�نَ �َ�رْهُمُْ يوَمْئَذٍِ    أ� ـ ر�� ا��� عنه ـ كُنتُْ سَا�يَِ القْوَمِْ �يِ مَ�ْ�لِِ أ�

َ�رَْ قدَْ �ُ�مِّتَْ.   نَّ اْ�� إ�  َ�� �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� منُاَدِ�اً ينُاَديِ أ� َّ �َ�َ رسَُولُ ا�� الفْضَِيخَ، فَ��

بوُ طَلْ�ةََ اْ��جُْ  هرْقِهْاَ، �َ�رَجَْتُ فهَرَقَْ�ُ�اَ، �َ�رَتَْ �يِ سِككَِ ا�ْ�دَيِنةَِ فقَاَلَ   قاَلَ فقَاَلَ �يِ أ� فَ��

وَ�َ�ِ�ُ�ا   آمنَوُا  ا�َّ�ِ�نَ   �َ�َ� {ليَسَْ   ُ� َّ ا�� �ْ�لََ  فَ�� بطُوُ�ِ�مِْ.  �يِ  وَْ�ىَ  قوَمٌْ  قتُلَِ  قدَْ  القْوَمِْ  بعَضُْ 

َاتِ جُناَحٌ فيِماَ طَعمِوُا} ا��يةََ.  اِ��  الصَّ

TRANSLATION: 
Anas ��عنه ا��� ر  said: I was the cupbearer to the people in the house of Abu Talhah, and their drink 

then was made from dates. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم ordered a caller to announce: “Indeed, wine 

has been made unlawful.” Abu Talhah said to me: “Go out and pour it away.” I went out and poured it away, 
and it flowed through the streets of Madinah. Some people said: “Some were killed while it was still in their 
stomachs.” So Allah revealed: “There is not upon those who believe and do righteousness [any] blame 
concerning what they have eaten [in the past]…” (Al-Ma’idah 5:93). 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahim Abu Yahya, from 
‘Affan, from Hammad ibn Zayd, from Thabit (al-Bunani), from Anas ibn Malik ر�� ا��� عنه. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Oppressions, Chapter on Pouring 
Wine in the Street, Hadith No. 2464; also No. 4620. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2464 

 

WINE FLOWING IN MADINAH’S STREETS 
No one asked “Is it true?” or “May we finish it first?” As soon as the announcement was heard, the vessels 
of wine were poured out at once, until it flowed through the streets of Madinah. This is sami‘na wa 
ata‘na — we hear and we obey. 

This hadith also shows the prohibition came after Uhud: some Companions were martyred at Uhud with 
wine in their stomachs, and Allah made clear they bore no sin (Al-Ma’idah 5:93). A ruling does not apply 
before it is revealed. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/7078
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5653
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2491
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2009
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7078
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5653
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2491
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2009
https://sunnah.com/narrator/720
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2464
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ALCOHOL IN MODERN HEALTH RESEARCH 
The Qur’an states that the sin of wine is “greater than its benefit” (Al-Baqarah 2:219). Modern health 
research reinforces this warning. The World Health Organization (WHO) stated in 2023 that there is no 
safe level of alcohol consumption for health, that alcohol was long ago classified as a Group 1 
carcinogen, and that it causes at least seven types of cancer (WHO Europe, 2023). 

WHO FACT (2019 DATA) FIGURE 

Alcohol-attributable deaths per year 2.6 million (4.7% of all deaths) 

Alcohol-attributable cancer deaths 401,000 

Injury deaths (crashes, violence) 724,000 
 
Source: WHO, 25 June 2024. More than fourteen centuries before these figures were gathered, the 
Qur’an called wine “the work of Satan” that stirs enmity and hatred (Al-Ma’idah 5:91) — and injuries 
from violence remain among its greatest harms today. 

The lesson: changing a society requires wisdom and gradual steps, but once Allah’s command is clear, 
believers obey at once without delay. 

https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/04-01-2023-no-level-of-alcohol-consumption-is-safe-for-our-health
https://www.who.int/news/item/25-06-2024-over-3-million-annual-deaths-due-to-alcohol-and-drug-use-majority-among-men
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BANU AN-NADIR PLOT TREACHERY 
Banu an-Nadir were one of the great Jewish tribes of Madinah, bound by a peace treaty with the Muslims 
(Book 8). After Bi’r Ma‘unah, an event exposed their intentions. 

SIRAH NOTE: THE ROCK THAT WAS NEARLY DROPPED 
The sirah books say that ‘Amr ibn Umayyah ad-Damri, one of the survivors of Bi’r Ma‘unah, killed two men 
of Banu ‘Amir without knowing they were under the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم protection. He had to pay blood-money, so 

he went to Banu an-Nadir to ask them to contribute, as the treaty required. 

Banu an-Nadir welcomed him outwardly, but secretly plotted to drop a great rock from the top of a wall onto 
him as he sat leaning against it. Jibril informed him of the plot, so he rose and returned swiftly to Madinah. 

REFERENCES: 
Ibn Hisham, as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah, chapter on Banu an-Nadir; Tafsir Ibn Kathir 5:11. https://tafsir.app/ibn-
katheer/5/11 

 
Ibn Kathir mentions this story among the occasions of the verse: “remember the favor of Allah upon 
you when a people determined to extend their hands [in aggression] against you, but He withheld 
their hands from you”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 5:11. 

The lesson: a treaty is a trust. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم came to Banu an-Nadir honouring the treaty; 

they betrayed it with a murder plot. Allah protected His Messenger. 

https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/5/11
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/5/11
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/5/11
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THE SIEGE AND THE EXPULSION 

The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم gave Banu an-Nadir the choice to leave Madinah. They refused, relying on 

their fortresses and the hypocrites’ promise of help. The Muslims then besieged them. Ibn ‘Umar  ��ر 

ع��ما  ا���  narrated the outcome: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 4028 

ثنَاَ   ْ��اَقُ �نُْ نَ�ْ�ٍ �دََّ ثنَاَ  إ� اقِ ، �دََّ زَّ َّ �ْ�َ�َ�اَ  عبَدُْ ا�� َ ، عنَْ  ا�نُْ �ُ�َْ�جٍ ، أ� ، عنَْ موُ�َ� �نِْ عقُْبةَ

َ ، عنَِ  �اَفـِـعٍ  ضِ��ِ،    ا�نِْ �ُ�رَ َّ �ْ�َ� �َ�يِ الن يَظْةَُ، فَ�� ضِ��ُ وقَرُ َّ ـ ر�� ا��� ع��ما ـ قاَلَ �اَرَبتَِ الن

وْ��دَهَمُْ  �ِ�اَءهَمُْ وأَ� فقَتَلََ رِ�اَ�َ�مُْ وقََ�َ�َ  يَظْةَُ  ى �اَرَبتَْ قرُ َّ ومَنََّ �لََْ��مِْ، حَ� يَظْةََ  َّ قرُ قرَ  وأَ�

مْواَ�َ�مُْ بَ�نَْ ا�ْ�سُْ�ِ�ِ�نَ إ�  �ْ�َ� وأَ� سْ�َ�وُا، وأَ� �يِِّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� فآَمَ�َ�مُْ وأَ� َّ َّ بعَْ�َ�مُْ �َ�قِوُا �اِلن ��

�ِ �نِْ سَ��مٍَ وَ�َ�وُدَ �َ�يِ �اَرثِةََ، وكَُ�َّ  َّ همُْ �َ�يِ قيَنْقُاَعَ وهَمُْ رهَطُْ عبَدِْ ا�� َّ �َ�وُدِ   �َ�وُدَ ا�ْ�دَيِنةَِ كُ�

 ا�ْ�دَيِنةَِ.

TRANSLATION: 
Ibn ‘Umar ��ع��ما ا��� ر  said: Banu an-Nadir and Banu Qurayzah fought (the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, 

breaking their treaty). So he expelled Banu an-Nadir, and let Banu Qurayzah stay and took nothing 
from them, until they (Qurayzah) fought again later… He later expelled all the Jews of Madinah: Banu 
Qaynuqa‘ — the people of ‘Abdullah ibn Salam — the Jews of Banu Harithah and all the Jews of Madinah. 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Ishaq ibn Nasr, from ‘Abd ar-Razzaq, from Ibn 
Jurayj, from Musa ibn ‘Uqbah, from Nafi‘, from Ibn ‘Umar  ر�� ا��� ع��ما. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Military Expeditions, Chapter on Banu 
an-Nadir, Hadith No. 4028. The middle part is abridged. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4028 

 
Allah describes the event: “It is He who expelled the ones who disbelieved among the People of the 
Scripture from their homes at the first gathering”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 59:2. 

SIRAH NOTE: LEAVING WITH CAMEL LOADS 
The sirah books say the siege lasted about six nights (some reports say fifteen days). Finally Banu an-Nadir 
agreed to leave on condition that their lives were safe and they could take whatever their camels could carry, 
except weapons. Some went to Khaybar and others to Sham. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/928
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4533
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5223
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7756
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7863
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4967
https://sunnah.com/narrator/928
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4533
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5223
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5223
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7756
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7863
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4967
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4028
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/59/2
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The Qur’an mentions that they destroyed their houses with their own hands (59:2) — taking out doors and 
timber to carry away, so as not to leave them to the Muslims. 

REFERENCES: 
Ibn Hisham, as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah; Wikipedia, “Banu Nadir”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banu_Nadir 

 
The lesson: strong fortresses cannot protect against Allah’s decree. They thought their fortresses would 
save them, but Allah’s decree came from where they did not expect. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banu_Nadir
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THE PALM TREES OF BANU AN-NADIR 
During the siege, an action took place that raised questions: the palm trees of Banu an-Nadir were cut 
down and burned. Ibn ‘Umar ��ع��ما  ا��� ر  narrated: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 4031 

ثنَاَ   ُ �دََّ ثنَاَ  آدمَ يثُْ ، �دََّ َّ َ ، عنَِ  �اَفـِـعٍ ، عنَْ  الل قَ رسَُولُ   ا�نِْ �ُ�رَ ـ ر�� ا��� ع��ما ـ قاَلَ �َ�َّ

وْ  َ�ْ�ةَُ فَ�َ�لَتَْ {ماَ قطَعَْ�ُ�ْ منِْ ليِنةٍَ أ� ضِ��ِ وقَطَعََ وَْ�ىَ البْوُ َّ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� َ��لَْ �َ�يِ الن َّ  ا��

 {ِ� َّ ذْنِ ا��  �َ�كَْتمُوُهاَ قاَ�ِ�ةًَ �َ�َ� أُصُو�ِ�اَ فبَإِ�

TRANSLATION: 
Ibn ‘Umar ��ع��ما ا��� ر  said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم burned and cut down the palm trees of Banu 

an-Nadir at al-Buwayrah. Then the verse came down: “Whatever you have cut down of [their] palm 
trees or left standing on their trunks — it was by permission of Allah.” (Al-Hashr 59:5). 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Adam (ibn Abi Iyas), from al-Layth, from Nafi‘, from 
Ibn ‘Umar ر�� ا��� ع��ما. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Military Expeditions, Chapter on Banu 
an-Nadir, Hadith No. 4031. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4031 

 
“Whatever you have cut down of [their] palm trees or left standing on their trunks - it was by 
permission of Allah”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 59:5. 

In normal circumstances, Islam forbids destroying trees and crops in war — Abu Bakr instructed his army 
not to cut down fruit-bearing trees (Muwatta’ Malik). But here Allah permitted it out of military necessity: 
to press an enemy sheltering behind orchards and fortresses to surrender without greater bloodshed. 

The Jews accused: “O Muhammad, you forbid corruption — why do you cut trees?” (Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
59:5). The verse answers that both — cutting or leaving — were by Allah’s permission. The lesson: the 
default ruling is preservation, and exceptions come only by the Law’s permission. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/2
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6641
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7863
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4967
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6641
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7863
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4967
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4031
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/59/5
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THE ETHICS OF WAR IN ISLAM 
The episode of Banu an-Nadir’s palm trees was an exception permitted by revelation. The default rules 
of war in Islam are bound by strict ethics, taught by the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم himself: 

ETHIC EVIDENCE 

Do not kill women and children He forbade it on seeing a woman killed (Bukhari 
3015) 

Do not break pledges “Do not break your pledge” (Muslim 1731) 

Do not mutilate the dead “Do not mutilate” (Muslim 1731) 

Do not steal from the spoils “Do not embezzle the spoils” (Muslim 1731) 

Invite to Islam first His instruction to every commander (Muslim 1731) 
 
The hadith of Buraydah in Sahih Muslim 1731 states that whenever the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم appointed 

a commander, he urged him to fear Allah and treat the Muslims with him well, before mentioning these 
ethics. War in Islam is not without limits; it is bound by taqwa and justice. 

https://sunnah.com/muslim:1731a
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THE HYPOCRITES’ FALSE PROMISE 
Banu an-Nadir dared to refuse to leave because ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy and the hypocrites promised help. 
The sirah books say Ibn Ubayy pledged two thousand men. Allah exposed that promise: 

“Have you not considered those who practice hypocrisy, saying to their brothers who have 
disbelieved among the People of the Scripture”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 59:11. 

Allah made clear what would actually happen: “If they are expelled, they will not leave with them”Tafsir 
Ibn Kathir 59:12. 

THE HYPOCRITES’ PROMISE REALITY 

“If you are expelled, we will leave with you” Not one left with them. 

“If you are fought, we will aid you” No help came throughout the siege. 
 
The lesson: do not rely on the promises of hypocrites. They promise boldly when safe, but flee when 
the test comes. The Qur’an exposed this before it happened, as proof of the truth of revelation. 

https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/59/11
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/59/12
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/59/12
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THE FAY’ PROPERTY 
Because Banu an-Nadir left without battle, the property they left was not ordinary ghanimah (spoils of 
war) but fay’. ‘Umar ��عنه  ا��� ر  explained how the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم used it: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 2904 

ثنَاَ   �ِ �دََّ َّ ثنَاَ  �َ�ِ�ُّ �نُْ عبَدِْ ا�� هرْيِِّ ، عنَِ  �َ�رٍْو، عنَْ  سُفْياَنُ ، �دََّ ُّ وْسِ �نِْ  ، عنَْ  ا�� ماَلِِ� �نِْ أ�

َ ، عنَْ  اْ��دََ�اَنِ  �ُ �َ�َ� رسَُو�ِ�ِ    �ُ�رَ َّ فاَءَ ا�� ا أ� َّ ضِ��ِ ممِ َّ مْواَلُ �َ�يِ الن ـ ر�� ا��� عنه ـ قاَلَ كَ�نتَْ أ�

  ِ� َّ ا �َْ� يوُجِفِ ا�ْ�سُْ�ِ�وُنَ �لَيَهِْ ِ��يَلٍْ وَ��َ ركَِ�بٍ، فكََ�نتَْ �ِ�سَُولِ ا�� َّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� ممِ

 ِ ةً، وكََ�نَ ينُفْ َّ َ��عْلَُ ماَ بَ�َِ� �يِ السِّ��حَِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� �اَصَّ هْ�ِ�ِ نفَقَةََ سَنتَهِِ، �ُ� قُ �َ�َ� أ�

 .ِ� َّ ةً �يِ سَبيِلِ ا�� ْـ�ُ�اَعِ، �دَُّ  واَل

TRANSLATION: 
‘Umar ��عنه ا��� ر  said: The property of Banu an-Nadir was fay’ that Allah granted to His Messenger, 

which the Muslims did not gain by spurring horses or camels. So it belonged especially to the 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم. He gave his family a year’s provision from it, then put the rest into weapons 

and horses as preparation in the cause of Allah. 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from ‘Ali ibn ‘Abdullah (al-Madini), from Sufyan (ibn 
‘Uyaynah), from ‘Amr (ibn Dinar), from az-Zuhri, from Malik ibn Aws ibn al-Hadathan, from ‘Umar ibn al-
Khattab ر�� ا��� عنه. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Jihad, Hadith No. 2904. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2904 

 
Allah set out the wisdom of distributing fay’: “so that it will not be a perpetual distribution among the 
rich from among you”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 59:7. 

GHANIMAH FAY’ 

Gained through battle Gained without battle 

Four-fifths to the fighters (8:41) Managed by the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم for the public good 
(59:7) 

Example: Badr Example: Banu an-Nadir 
 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/5792
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6123
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6660
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6660
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5913
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5792
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6123
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6660
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5913
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5913
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2904
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/59/7
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The sirah books say the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم distributed most of Banu an-Nadir’s land to the poor 

Muhajirun, so they would no longer depend on the Ansar. The lesson: Islam requires wealth to circulate 
and not accumulate among the rich alone — a just economic principle from the very beginning. 
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SURAH AL-HASHR 
The whole episode of Banu an-Nadir is preserved in Surah Al-Hashr (the 59th surah). Sa‘id ibn Jubayr 
said: I mentioned Surah Al-Hashr to Ibn ‘Abbas, and he said: “Call it the Surah of Banu an-Nadir.” 
(Sahih al-Bukhari 4029). 

VERSES CONTENT 

59:1–5 The expulsion of Banu an-Nadir; the palm trees 

59:6–10 Fay’; the Muhajirun, the Ansar and those after them 

59:11–17 The hypocrites’ false promise; the parable of Satan 

59:18–20 The call to taqwa and to look to what one sends 
ahead for tomorrow 

59:21–24 The majesty of the Qur’an and the beautiful names of 
Allah 

 
The surah closes with majestic verses: “If We had sent down this Qur'an upon a mountain, you would 
have seen it humbled and coming apart from fear of Allah”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 59:21. 

The lesson: Allah made a historical event into an everlasting lesson: on treachery, hypocrisy, just 
distribution of wealth, and taqwa. That is why verse 59:2 ends with the call: “So take warning, O people 
of vision.” 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4029
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/59/21
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

UMM SALAMAH AND THE CALAMITY PRAYER 
Abu Salamah, husband of Umm Salamah, died of his reopened Uhud wound (Chapter 1). Umm Salamah 

ع��ا  ا��� ر��  lost a husband she dearly loved, with small children in her care. She told how a single prayer 

changed her life: 

HADITH — SAHIH MUSLIM, NO. 918 

ثنَاَ   ُّوبَ �دََّ ي ُ ، وَ َ��يْىَ �نُْ أ� ْ�ماَعيِلَ �نِْ جَعفْرٍَ�َ�يِعاً عنَْ    حُجرٍْ ، واَ�نُْ،  قتُيَبْةَ ُّوبَ   - ،  إ� ي قاَلَ ا�نُْ أ�

ثنَاَ   ْ�ماَعيِلُ �دََّ �ْ�َ�َ�يِ    -،  إ� فلْحََ ، عنَْ  سَعدُْ �نُْ سَعيِدٍأ� َ ، عنَِ ا�نِْ،  �ُ�رََ �نِْ كَثِ��ِ �نِْ أ�  سَفيِنةَ

َ عنَْ   �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� يقَوُلُ ماَ منِْ مسُْ�ٍِ� تصُِيبهُُ  أُمِّ سَ�َ�ةَ َّ �اَ قاَلتَْ �مَعِتُْ رسَُولَ ا�� َ�ّ ، أ�

�ُْ��يِ �يِ مصُِيبَ�يِ وأَ�  همَُّ أ� َّ ليَهِْ راَجِعوُنَ الل ا إ� َّ � �ِ وَ�� َّ ا �ِ� َّ � �ُ إ� َّ �َ�هَُ ا�� �ْلفِْ �يِ مصُِيبةٌَ فيَقَوُلُ ماَ أ�

 َّ �� ىُّ ا�ْ�سُْ�ِ�ِ�نَ �َ�ْ�ٌ  �َ�ْ�اً مِْ��اَ. إ� ُلتُْ أ� بوُ سَ�َ�ةََ ق ا ماَتَ أ� َّ �ُ �َ�ُ �َ�ْ�اً مِْ��اَ. قاَلتَْ فَ�َ� َّ �ْلفََ ا��  أ�

�ْلفََ   ُلْ�ُ�اَ فَ�� �يِّ ق َّ إ� �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس��. �ُ� َّ �ىَ رسَُولِ ا�� لُ بيَتٍْ هاَ�َ�َ إ� وَّ �يِ سَ�َ�ةََ أ� منِْ أ�

�ُ �يِ رسَُولَ ا� َّ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس��  ا�� َّ �ىََّ رسَُولُ ا�� رْسَلَ إ� �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس��. قاَلتَْ أ� َّ �

ا ابنَْ�ُ�اَ فنَدَْعُ  مَّ �اَ غيَوُرٌ. فقَاَلَ أ� نَّ �يِ بنِتْاً وأَ� َلتْعَةََ َ��طْبُُ�يِ �َ�ُ فقَلُتُْ إ� �يِ ب �َ  �اَطبَِ �نَْ أ� َّ و ا��

دْعوُ  نْ يغُنِْ�َ�اَ عَْ��اَ وأَ� نْ �َْ�هبََ �اِلغَْ�ْ�ةَِ. أ� �َ أ� َّ  ا��

TRANSLATION: 
Umm Salamah ��ع��ا ا��� ر  said: I heard the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم say: “No Muslim is struck by a calamity 

and says what Allah has commanded — Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji‘un. Allahumma’jurni fi musibati 
wa akhlif li khayran minha (We belong to Allah and to Him we return. O Allah, reward me in my calamity 
and replace it for me with something better) — except that Allah replaces it for him with something 
better.” When Abu Salamah died, I said: “Which Muslim is better than Abu Salamah — the first 
household to emigrate to the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم?” Then I said it, and Allah replaced him for me 

with the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم sent Hatib ibn Abi Balta‘ah to propose to me. 

I said: “I have a daughter, and I am very jealous.” He said: “As for her daughter, we will pray that Allah suffices 
her; and I will pray that Allah removes her jealousy.” 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya ibn Ayyub, Qutaybah and Ibn Hujr, from Isma‘il 
ibn Ja‘far, from Sa‘d ibn Sa‘id, from ‘Umar ibn Kathir ibn Aflah, from Ibn Safinah, from Umm Salamah  ��ر 

ع��ا ا��� . 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Funerals, Chapter on What Is Said at a 
Calamity, Hadith No. 918. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/8212
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6460
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5757
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1012
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1012
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3243
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5997
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5957
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8101
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8212
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6460
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5757
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1012
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1012
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3243
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5997
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5957
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8101
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim, the second most authentic book of Hadith after Sahih al-
Bukhari. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:918a 

 
That prayer begins with a verse of the Qur’an: “Indeed we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will 
return”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2:156. 

“WHO IS BETTER THAN ABU SALAMAH?” 
Umm Salamah was honest about her feelings: she could not imagine anyone better than her husband. 
Yet she still practised the prayer the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم taught — and Allah replaced him with the 

Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم himself. The sirah books place the marriage in Shawwal 4 AH. 

Umm Salamah went on to become one of the wisest of the Mothers of the Believers; her counsel would 
later resolve a great crisis at Hudaybiyah, and she was the last of his wives to pass away. The lesson: 
prayer at a calamity is not mere words, but certainty that Allah will replace it with something better. 

https://sunnah.com/muslim:918a
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/2/156
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

ZAYD IBN THABIT LEARNS THE JEWISH SCRIPT 

In this period too, the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم gave a task to a bright young man of the Ansar, Zayd ibn 

Thabit ��عنه  ا��� ر . Zayd said: “The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم ordered me to learn the writing of the 

Jews, and said: ‘By Allah, I do not trust the Jews with my correspondence.’ Not half a month 
passed before I had mastered it. I would write for him when he wrote to them, and read to him 
when they wrote to him.” (Sunan Abi Dawud 3645, graded hasan sahih; also Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 2715). 

ZAYD IBN THABIT’S ROLES DETAILS 

Translator and secretary Learned the Jewish script in half a month (Abu 
Dawud 3645) 

Scribe of revelation Among the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم scribes of revelation 
(Bukhari 4986) 

Compiler of the Qur’an Entrusted by Abu Bakr to compile the Qur’an (Bukhari 
4986) 

 
Later, Abu Bakr chose Zayd to compile the Qur’an, saying: “You are a sensible young man, we do not 
doubt your honesty, and you used to write the revelation for the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم” (Sahih al-Bukhari 

4986). 

The lesson: the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم invested in the knowledge and talent of the young. Mastering 

languages and new skills is part of the nation’s strength — and that ability later preserved the Qur’an for 
the whole nation. 

https://sunnah.com/abudawud:3645
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4986
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4986
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THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

DHAT AR-RIQA‘ 

The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم also went out towards Najd to face the Ghatafan tribes (Banu Muharib and 

Banu Tha‘labah) who had gathered to attack. The journey was very hard. Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari ��ا���  ر  

 :related عنه 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 4128 

ثنَاَ   �نُْ العَْ��ءَِ �دََّ دُ  َّ ثنَاَ  �ُ�َ� َ ، �دََّ بوُ أُسَامةَ َ ، عنَْ  أ� �يِ �ُ�دْةَ �نِْ أ�  ِ� َّ ا�� �نِْ عبَدِْ   ِ�ْ�َ �يِ  ، عنَْ  �ُ� أ�

 َ �يِ موُ�َ�، عنَْ  �ُ�دْةَ �يِِّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� �يِ غََ�اةٍ    أ� َّ ـ ر�� ا��� عنه ـ قاَلَ �َ�جَْناَ معََ الن

ظْفاَريِ، وَ  قدْاَمنُاَ ونَقَبِتَْ قدَمَاَىَ وسََقطَتَْ أ� ةُ نفَرٍَ بيَنْنَاَ بعَِ��ٌ نعَتْقَبِهُُ، فنَقَبِتَْ أ� َّ َّا  وََ��نُْ سِت �ُ�

فسَمُِّ  اْ��رِقََ،  رْ�لُنِاَ  أ� َلفُُّ �َ�َ�  اْ��رِقَِ �َ�َ� ن نعَصِْبُ منَِ  َّا  �ُ� ِ�اَ  � ا��قِّاَعِ،  ذاَتِ  يتَْ غَْ�وةََ 

 َ هُ �َ�هِ َّ ن ذْ�ُ�هَُ. كَ�� نْ أ� صْنعَُ �أِ� َّ �َ�هَِ ذاَكَ، قاَلَ ماَ كُنتُْ أ� بوُ موُ�َ� �ِ�ذَاَ، �ُ� ثَ أ� رْ�لُنِاَ، وَ�دََّ   أ�

فشْاَهُ.  نْ يكَوُنَ �َْ�ءٌ منِْ �َ�َ�ِ�ِ أ�  أ�

TRANSLATION: 
Abu Musa ��عنه ا��� ر  said: We went out with the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم on a campaign, six of us sharing one 

camel which we rode in turns. Our feet became thin (worn); my feet were worn and my nails fell off. 
We wrapped our feet in rags, so the campaign was called Dhat ar-Riqa‘ (“the one with rags”), because 
we bound our feet with cloth. When Abu Musa related this, he regretted it and said: “Why did I mention it?” 
— as though he disliked disclosing any of his deeds. 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Muhammad ibn al-‘Ala’, from Abu Usamah, from 
Burayd ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Burdah, from Abu Burdah, from Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari ر�� ا��� عنه. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Military Expeditions, Chapter on the 
Campaign of Dhat ar-Riqa‘, Hadith No. 4128. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4128 

 

SIRAH NOTE: WHEN WAS DHAT AR-RIQA‘? 
Ibn Ishaq places this campaign in 4 AH, after Banu an-Nadir. But Imam al-Bukhari held that it took place 
after Khaybar (7 AH), because Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari — who took part — only came to Madinah after Khaybar. 
Ibn Hajar discusses this difference in Fath al-Bari. 

This eBook mentions it here following the order of the sirah books, while noting al-Bukhari’s view. And Allah 
knows best. 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/6852
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2484
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1840
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4108
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4108
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5021
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6852
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2484
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1840
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4108
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5021
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4128
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REFERENCES: 
Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Military Expeditions, Chapter on Dhat ar-Riqa‘; Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari. 
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4125 

 
Notice Abu Musa’s attitude: he regretted recounting his suffering, fearing it would diminish the sincerity 
of his deed. The lesson: the Companions strove through great hardship, yet concealed their deeds so 
they would remain sincerely for Allah. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4125
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“WHO WILL PROTECT YOU FROM ME?” 

On the way back from Najd, an event took place showing the Prophet’s صلى الله عليه وسلم perfect reliance on Allah. 

Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah ��ع��ما  ا��� ر  related: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 2910 

ثنَاَ   َانِ �دََّ �َ بوُ ا�ْ� �ْ�َ�َ�اَ  أ� هرْيِِّ ، عنَِ  شُعيَبٌْ ، أ� ُّ �َ�يِ  ا�� ؤَ�يُِّ ، قاَلَ �دََّ �يِ سِناَنٍ ا��ُّ ،  سِناَنُ �نُْ أ�

ْ��نَِ وَ  َّ بوُ سَ�َ�ةََ �نُْ عبَدِْ ا�� نَّ    أ� ِ أ� � َّ ا�� هُ، غََ�ا معََ    �اَ�ِ�َ �نَْ عبَدِْ  َّ ن أ�  َ�َ�ْ� ـ ر�� ا��� ع��ما ـ أ�

�ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� قفَلََ  َّ ا قفَلََ رسَُولُ ا�� َّ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� قبِلََ َ��دٍْ، فَ�َ� َّ رسَُولِ ا��

�ِ ص�� ا� َّ دْركََْ��مُُ القْاَئِ�َ�ُ �يِ واَدٍ كَثِ��ِ العْضَِاهِ، فَ�َ�لََ رسَُولُ ا�� قَ معَهَُ، فَ�� َّ �� �ليه وس�� وتَفَرَ

َ� �ِ�اَ سَيفْهَُ   َّ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� َ��تَْ �مَرُةٍَ وَ�َ� َّ جَرِ، فَ�َ�لََ رسَُولُ ا�� ُّ�نَ �اِلشَّ اسُ �َْ�تظَِ� َّ الن

عْ�اَ�يٌِّ فقَاَ ذاَ عنِدْهَُ أ� �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� �َْ�عوُ�اَ وَ�� َّ ذاَ رسَُولُ ا�� نَّ هذَاَ  وَ�ِ�نْاَ نوَمْةًَ، فإَ� لَ إ�

�اَ �اَِ��ٌ، فاَسْتيَقْظَْتُ وهَوَْ �يِ �َ�هِِ صَلتْاً. فقَاَلَ منَْ �َ�نْعَكَُ مِ�يِّ فقَلُتُْ   ا�ْ�َ�طََ �َ�َ�َّ سَيْ�ِ� وأَ�

�ُ. ثَ��َ�اً وَ�َْ� يعُاَقبِهُْ وَ�لَسََ.  َّ  ا��

TRANSLATION: 
Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah ��ع��ما ا��� ر  said that he went out on campaign with the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 

towards Najd. On the way back, midday overtook them in a valley full of thorny trees. The Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم and the people dismounted and dispersed to seek shade. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 

rested under a tree and hung his sword on it. We slept, and suddenly the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم was 

calling us, and beside him was a bedouin. He said: “This man drew my sword while I slept. I woke and it 
was unsheathed in his hand. He said: ‘Who will protect you from me?’ I said: ‘Allah’ — three times.” 
He did not punish him, and the man sat down. 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Abu al-Yaman, from Shu‘ayb, from az-Zuhri, from 
Sinan ibn Abi Sinan ad-Du’ali and Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah ر�� ا��� ع��ما. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Jihad, Hadith No. 2910; also Nos. 
4135–4136. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2910 

 

https://sunnah.com/narrator/1382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3801
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3653
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4903
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2069
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3801
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3653
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4903
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2069
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2910
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“ALLAH” 
A man held a drawn sword over him as he woke, with not a single guard. His answer was one word: 
“Allah.” In another narration the man is named Ghawrath ibn al-Harith (Sahih al-Bukhari 4136). 

More astonishing still: when the situation turned and the man was now in his power, the Messenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم did not punish him. Some narrations (outside Sahih al-Bukhari) say the man returned to his 

people and said: “I have come to you from the best of people.” 

The lesson: true reliance on Allah is a heart at peace with Allah even at the point of a sword, and 
forgiveness is the character of the strong, not the weak. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4136
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THE FEAR PRAYER 
Under the threat of the enemy, Allah taught the prayer in time of fear (salat al-khawf), so that 
congregational prayer is not abandoned even on the battlefield. Allah says: 

“And when you are among them and lead them in prayer, let a group of them stand [in prayer] with 
you and let them carry their arms”Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4:102. 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 942 

ثنَاَ   َانِ �دََّ �َ بوُ ا�ْ� �ْ�َ�َ�اَ  أ� هرْيِِّ ، عنَِ  شُعيَبٌْ ، قاَلَ أ� ُّ �يُِّ ص�� ا���  ا�� َّ لتْهُُ هلَْ صَ�َّ� الن ، قاَلَ سَأ�

�ْ�َ�َ�يِ   ٌ �ليه وس�� يعَْ�يِ صَ��ةََ اْ��وَفِْ قاَلَ أ� نَّ    سَا�ِ� َ أ� �ِ �نَْ �ُ�رَ َّ ـ ر�� ا��� ع��ما ـ    عبَدَْ ا��

�َ�مُْ   العْدَوَُّ فصََاففَْناَ  ا��� �ليه وس�� قبِلََ َ��دٍْ، فوَاَزَينْاَ  �ِ ص��  َّ ا�� قاَلَ غََ�وْتُ معََ رسَُولِ 

قبْلَتَْ طَائفِةٌَ  �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� يصَُ�ِّ� لنَاَ فقَاَمتَْ طَائفِةٌَ معَهَُ تصَُ�ِّ�، وأَ� َّ فقَاَمَ رسَُولُ ا��

 َ انْ�َ�فَوُا �َ�  َّ َ��دْتََ�نِْ، �ُ� ا��� �ليه وس�� �ِ�نَْ معَهَُ، وََ��دََ  �ِ ص��  َّ ا�� ورَكََعَ رسَُولُ  العْدَوُِّ   �

�ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� �ِ�مِْ ركَْعةًَ،  َّ َاءوُا، فرَكََعَ رسَُولُ ا�� َّ�يِ �َْ� تصَُلِّ، �َ� ائفِةَِ ال مكََ�نَ الطَّ

 َّ �َ، فقَاَمَ كُّ�ُ واَِ�دٍ مِْ��مُْ فرَكََعَ لنِفَْسِهِ ركَْعةًَ وََ��دََ َ��دْتََ�نِْ. وََ��دََ َ��دْتََ�نِْ �ُ� َّ  سَ�

TRANSLATION: 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ��ع��ما ا��� ر  said: I went on campaign with the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم towards Najd. 

We faced the enemy and formed ranks. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم stood to lead the prayer; one group 

stood praying with him while another group faced the enemy. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم bowed with 

the first group and prostrated twice. Then they went to the place of the group that had not prayed, and that 
group came and he prayed one rak‘ah with them, bowing and prostrating twice, then gave the salam. Then 
each of them stood and completed one rak‘ah on his own. 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Abu al-Yaman, from Shu‘ayb, from az-Zuhri, from 
Salim, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar  ر�� ا��� ع��ما. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Fear Prayer, Hadith No. 942. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:942 

 

https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/4/102
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3801
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3194
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4967
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3801
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3194
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4967
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:942
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Figure 4: One way of the fear prayer according to Ibn ‘Umar’s hadith. 

Scholars mention there are several authentic ways of the fear prayer from the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, 

depending on the enemy’s position and the state of the field. In Jabir’s narration about Dhat ar-Riqa‘, he 
prayed two rak‘ahs with each group (Sahih al-Bukhari 4136). 

The lesson: if congregational prayer is not dropped in front of an armed enemy, how much less in times 
of peace. Prayer is the pillar of the religion, never abandoned in any circumstance. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4136


 

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 43 / 61 

THE PROPHET’S SIRAH TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

THE APPOINTED BADR 
At the end of Uhud, Abu Sufyan challenged the Muslims to meet again at Badr the following year (sirah 
books). The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم accepted the challenge. When the time came, the hypocrites and 

others spread frightening news of Quraysh’s strength. Allah says: 

“That is only Satan who frightens [you] of his supporters. So fear them not, but fear Me”Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir 3:175. 

SIRAH NOTE: THE SECOND BADR (SHA‘BAN 4 AH) 
The sirah books say the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم went out to Badr with about 1,500 Companions and camped 

there for eight days, waiting for Quraysh. Abu Sufyan set out from Makkah but turned back halfway, citing a 
year of drought. 

The Muslims traded at the market of Badr and returned with profit. Some exegetes link verses 3:173–175 to 
this event and to Hamra’ al-Asad (Tafsir Ibn Kathir). 

REFERENCES: 
Ibn Hisham, as-Sirah an-Nabawiyyah; Tafsir Ibn Kathir 3:173–175. https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/3/175 

 
The lesson: only a year after Uhud, the Muslims regained their confidence and kept their word, while 
the challenger withdrew. Madinah’s standing, dented at Uhud, was restored without bloodshed. 

https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/3/175
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/3/175
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/3/175
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SOURCES OF THIS BOOK’S STORIES 
The stories in this book reach us through three kinds of sources of differing strength. This eBook 
distinguishes them so the reader knows what is certain and what is well known: 

 
Figure 5: The status of sources for the stories in this eBook. 
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STORY SOURCE AND STATUS 

Wine; Banu an-Nadir; palm trees; fay’; hypocrites; 
fear prayer The Qur’an (5:90–93; 59:2–12; 4:102) — certain 

Ar-Raji‘; Khubayb; ‘Asim and the hornets Sahih al-Bukhari 3045 — sahih 

Bi’r Ma‘unah; Haram; qunut; the abrogated verse Sahih al-Bukhari 4090, 4092, 1003, 2801 — sahih 

Umm Salamah and the calamity prayer Sahih Muslim 918 — sahih 

Zayd ibn Thabit learns the Jewish script Sunan Abi Dawud 3645 — hasan sahih 

The rock plot; Zayd ibn ad-Dathinah; the second Badr Sirah books (Ibn Ishaq) — well known 

Date of Dhat ar-Riqa‘ Disputed: 4 AH (Ibn Ishaq) or after Khaybar (al-
Bukhari) 

 
Stories from the sirah books are not necessarily false; they are transmitted by trusted sirah scholars. Yet 
they are not on the level of the Qur’an and sahih hadith. This eBook does not include Isra’iliyyat or 
clearly fabricated reports. 
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THE BIRTH OF AL-HASAN AND AL-HUSAYN 

In the middle of these years of trial, Allah granted joy to the household of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم. His 

daughter Fatimah  ��ع��ا  ا��� ر  and ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib ��عنه  ا��� ر  were blessed with two sons. According 

to the books of sirah (Ibn Sa‘d and others), al-Hasan was born in mid-Ramadan, 3 AH, a few weeks before 
Uhud, and al-Husayn was born in Sha‘ban, 4 AH. Historians differ slightly over the exact dates of both 
births. 

THE ‘AQIQAH FOR TWO GRANDSONS 

HADITH: THE ‘AQIQAH OF AL-HASAN AND AL-HUSAYN 
Ibn ‘Abbas ��ع��ما  ا��� ر  narrated that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم performed the ‘aqiqah for al-Hasan and al-

Husayn, one ram for each. In the narration of al-Nasa’i, two rams for each are mentioned. 

Grade: AUTHENTIC — Sunan Abi Dawud 2841; Sunan al-Nasa’i 4219. 

 
This Hadith is a basis for the sunnah of the ‘aqiqah. Leading the ummah and facing enemies did not keep 
him صلى الله عليه وسلم from fulfilling the family sunnah for his grandsons. 

A GRANDFATHER’S LOVE 

HADITH: “O ALLAH, I LOVE HIM” 
Al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib ��عنه ا��� ر  said: I saw the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم carrying al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali on his shoulder, 

saying: “O Allah, I love him, so love him.” 

Grade: AUTHENTIC — Sahih al-Bukhari 3749. 

 

HADITH: MY TWO SWEET BASILS 
Ibn Abi Nu‘m said: A man from Iraq asked Ibn ‘Umar ��ع��ما ا��� ر  about a pilgrim in ihram who kills a fly. Ibn 

‘Umar said: “The people of Iraq ask about the blood of a fly, when they killed the grandson of the Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم! And the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: ‘They (al-Hasan and al-Husayn) are my two sweet basils in this world.’” 

Grade: AUTHENTIC — Sahih al-Bukhari 3753. 

 

https://sunnah.com/abudawud:2841
https://sunnah.com/nasai:4219
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3749
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3753
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HADITH: THE LEADERS OF THE YOUTH OF PARADISE 
Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri ��عنه ا��� ر  narrated that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Al-Hasan and al-Husayn are 

the leaders of the youth of the people of Paradise.” 

Grade: AUTHENTIC — Jami‘ al-Tirmidhi 3768 (al-Tirmidhi: hasan sahih). 

 

PEACEMAKER BETWEEN TWO GROUPS 

HADITH: “THIS SON OF MINE IS A SAYYID” 
Abu Bakrah ��عنه ا��� ر  said: I saw the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم on the pulpit, with al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali beside 

him. He would look at the people one moment and at al-Hasan the next, and he said: “This son of mine is a 
sayyid (a noble leader), and perhaps Allah will make peace through him between two great groups of the 
Muslims.” 

Grade: AUTHENTIC — Sahih al-Bukhari 2704. 

 
This prophecy was fulfilled in 41 AH, when al-Hasan ��عنه  ا��� ر  handed the caliphate to Mu‘awiyah  ��ر 

عنه  ا���  to stop the bloodshed. That year became known as ‘Am al-Jama‘ah, the Year of Unity. The baby 

born in the year of Uhud later became the peacemaker of the ummah. 

LESSONS 

Trials and blessings come in turn. In the same year the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم lost his uncle and his 

Companions, Allah gave him grandsons who were the coolness of his eyes. His love for children, carrying 
them on his shoulders and praying for them, is an example for every parent and grandparent: being busy 
should not keep us from showing love to our children and grandchildren. 

https://sunnah.com/tirmidhi:3768
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2704
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THE EXPEDITIONS OF 4 AH 
After Uhud, several tribes around Madinah thought the strength of the Muslims had been broken. They 
began gathering forces to attack Madinah. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم acted quickly, sending small 

detachments (sariyyah) to break these plans before they grew. The table below gathers the military events 
of 4 AH mentioned in this book. 

MONTH EVENT SUMMARY SOURCE 

Muharram 4 
AH 

Abu Salamah’s 
expedition to Qatan 

About 150 men were sent to the land of 
Banu Asad, who were preparing to attack 
Madinah; the enemy dispersed without a 
major battle. 

Books of sirah (Ibn 
Sa‘d) 

Muharram 4 
AH ‘Abdullah ibn Unays 

Sent alone to stop Khalid ibn Sufyan al-
Hudhali, who was gathering an army at 
‘Uranah. 

Sunan Abi Dawud 
1249; books of sirah 

Safar 4 AH Ar-Raji‘ Ten callers to Islam betrayed by the tribes 
of ‘Adal and al-Qarah (chapters 2–5). 

Sahih al-Bukhari 
3045 

Safar 4 AH Bi’r Ma‘unah Seventy reciters killed (chapters 6–9). Sahih al-Bukhari 
4090, 4092 

Rabi‘ al-Awwal 
4 AH Banu an-Nadir Siege and expulsion (chapters 11–16). Al-Hashr 59:2–6 

4 AH (disputed) Dhat ar-Riqa‘ Expedition to Najd; the fear prayer 
(chapters 19–21). 

Sahih al-Bukhari 
4128 

Sha‘ban 4 AH The Appointed Badr The Muslims waited eight nights at Badr; 
Quraysh did not come (chapter 22). Al ‘Imran 3:173–175 

 

ABU SALAMAH AND AN OLD WOUND 

Abu Salamah ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd al-Asad ��عنه  ا��� ر , cousin and foster-brother of the Messenger of Allah 

 led the expedition to Qatan. According to the books of sirah, the wound he had received at Uhud ,صلى الله عليه وسلم

reopened after he returned, and he died. The story of Umm Salamah’s supplication after his death was 
told in chapter 17. 
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‘ABDULLAH IBN UNAYS: PRAYING WHILE WALKING 

HADITH: PRAYING BY GESTURES 
‘Abdullah ibn Unays  ��عنه ا��� ر  said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم sent me to Khalid ibn Sufyan al-Hudhali, 

who was in the direction of ‘Uranah and ‘Arafat. He said: “Go and kill him.” I saw him when the time of ‘Asr 
prayer had come. I said: “I fear something may happen between him and me that will delay the prayer.” So I 
walked towards him, praying by gestures. 

Grade: chain judged HASAN by Ibn Hajar (Fath al-Bari) — Sunan Abi Dawud 1249. 

 
Scholars took this Hadith as evidence for “salat al-talib”, the lightened prayer of someone pursuing an 
enemy who fears losing him. The books of sirah add that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم gave ‘Abdullah ibn 

Unays a staff as a sign between them on the Day of Resurrection, and it was buried with him. This addition 
is narrated by Ahmad and Ibn Ishaq; its chain is disputed. 

LESSONS 

A defeat must not be allowed to become a sign of weakness. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم did not wait for 

the enemy to reach Madinah; he acted early with small, brave detachments. And even on a critical 
mission, ‘Abdullah ibn Unays kept his prayer on time. Being busy, however great the task, does not cancel 
the obligation of prayer; Islam only lightens its manner. 

https://sunnah.com/abudawud:1249
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THE PEOPLE IN THIS BOOK 
This book mentions many names: some were martyred, some survived, and some were enemies of Islam. 
The tables below help the reader to know them briefly. 

THE MUSLIMS 

PERSON ROLE SOURCE 

‘Asim ibn Thabit Leader of the ar-Raji‘ party according to al-Bukhari; his 
body was protected by hornets (chapter 5). 

Sahih al-Bukhari 
3045 

Marthad ibn Abi Marthad 
al-Ghanawi 

Leader of the ar-Raji‘ party according to Ibn Ishaq; 
martyred at ar-Raji‘. Books of sirah 

Khubayb ibn ‘Adi Captured and killed in Makkah; the first to pray two 
rak‘ahs before being killed (chapters 3–4). 

Sahih al-Bukhari 
3045 

Zayd ibn al-Dathinah Captured with Khubayb and killed at al-Tan‘im. Books of sirah (Ibn 
Ishaq) 

Al-Mundhir ibn ‘Amr al-
Sa‘idi Leader of the Bi’r Ma‘unah party; martyred. Books of sirah 

Haram ibn Milhan Carrier of the letter; “I have won, by the Lord of the 
Ka‘bah!” (chapter 7). 

Sahih al-Bukhari 
4092 

‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah Former slave of Abu Bakr; his body was raised up 
(chapter 6). 

Sahih al-Bukhari 
4093 

‘Amr ibn Umayyah al-
Damri 

Survived Bi’r Ma‘unah; mistakenly killed two men of 
Banu ‘Amir who had a treaty. Books of sirah 

Ka‘b ibn Zayd Left wounded at Bi’r Ma‘unah, survived, and was later 
martyred at the Trench. Books of sirah 

Abu Salamah and Umm 
Salamah 

Abu Salamah died of his Uhud wound; Umm Salamah 
became a Mother of the Believers (chapter 17). Sahih Muslim 918 

Zayd ibn Thabit Learned the Jewish script in a short time (chapter 18). Sunan Abi Dawud 
3645 

 

THE OPPONENTS 

PERSON ROLE SOURCE 

‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl Chief of Banu ‘Amir who incited the tribes of Ri‘l, 
Dhakwan and ‘Usayyah to kill the reciters. 

Books of sirah; 
mentioned in al-
Bukhari’s narration 

Abu Bara’ ‘Amir ibn Malik Gave a guarantee of protection to the Bi’r Ma‘unah 
party, but his nephew ‘Amir ibn al-Tufayl betrayed it. Books of sirah 

Huyayy ibn Akhtab Chief of Banu an-Nadir who planned the treachery 
(chapter 11). Books of sirah 
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PERSON ROLE SOURCE 

‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy Leader of the hypocrites who promised Banu an-Nadir 
false help (chapter 14). Al-Hashr 59:11 

Ghawrath ibn al-Harith 
The man who drew a sword on the Messenger of Allah 
 .at Dhat ar-Riqa‘ (chapter 20) صلى الله عليه وسلم

Sahih al-Bukhari 
4136 

Abu Sufyan ibn Harb 
Promised a meeting at Badr but did not come (chapter 
22). He later embraced Islam at the Conquest of 
Makkah. 

Books of sirah 

 
The books of sirah narrate that before Zayd ibn al-Dathinah was killed, Abu Sufyan asked him: “Would 
you like Muhammad to be in your place now, and you to be with your family?” Zayd replied: “By Allah, I 
would not like Muhammad to be where he is now and be pricked by a thorn while I sit with my family.” 
Abu Sufyan said: “I have never seen anyone love another as the companions of Muhammad love 
Muhammad.” This is a sirah report (Ibn Ishaq): well known, but not reaching the level of authentic. 

LESSONS 
Behind every event are people with names and choices. Some chose loyalty to the last drop of blood; 
others chose betrayal despite their promises. Knowing their names brings the sirah to life and reminds us 
that history in the end records each person’s choice. 
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PLACES OF THE EVENTS 
The events in this book took place at several locations around the Hijaz and Najd. Some are still known 
today, while others are known only approximately from old books of history and geography such as Yaqut 
al-Hamawi’s Mu‘jam al-Buldan. 

PLACE EVENT LOCATION 

Ar-Raji‘ The betrayal of ten callers to 
Islam 

A well of the Hudhayl tribe in the area of al-Hada’, 
between ‘Usfan and Makkah. 

Al-Tan‘im Khubayb and Zayd ibn al-
Dathinah killed 

Outside the Sanctuary of Makkah, to the north. 
Today this is the site of Masjid ‘A’ishah, the miqat 
for ‘umrah for the people of Makkah. 

Bi’r Ma‘unah The killing of seventy reciters A well towards Najd, between the land of Banu 
‘Amir and the stony tract of Banu Sulaym. 

The settlement of 
Banu an-Nadir Siege and expulsion In the ‘Aliyah area, south-east of Madinah, near 

Quba’. 

Al-Buwayrah The palm trees that were cut 
down (chapter 13) 

The palm groves of Banu an-Nadir; the name 
appears in Sahih al-Bukhari 4031. 

Khaybar and Syria Where Banu an-Nadir went 
after expulsion Most moved to Khaybar, and some to Syria. 

Dhat ar-Riqa‘ The expedition and the fear 
prayer 

In Najd, in the area of Nakhl, land of the Ghatafan 
tribe. 

Badr The Appointed Badr Badr, site of an annual market and of the battle of 2 
AH. 

 
The exact locations of ar-Raji‘ and Bi’r Ma‘unah cannot be determined today. This eBook does not include 
a detailed map because no archaeological study has confirmed their positions; the estimates above are 
based on classical geography books. 

LESSONS 

The da‘wah of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم was not limited to Madinah. The Companions crossed deserts, 

rocky hills and remote wells to convey the Qur’an. These place names bear witness to their sacrifice, even 
though their traces on the ground have been lost to time. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masjid_Aisha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khaybar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Badr,_Saudi_Arabia
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TIMELINE: RAMADAN 3 AH TO SHAWWAL 4 AH 
The following table arranges the events of this book in order of time. Dates are taken from reliable books 
of sirah; disputed dates are marked. 

TIME EVENT CHAPTER 

Ramadan 3 AH Birth of al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali 24 

Shawwal 3 AH Battle of Uhud and Hamra’ al-Asad (Book 10) 1 

After Uhud Final prohibition of wine (exact date disputed) 10 

Muharram 4 AH Abu Salamah’s expedition to Qatan; ‘Abdullah ibn Unays 25 

Safar 4 AH The event of ar-Raji‘ 2–5 

Safar 4 AH The event of Bi’r Ma‘unah 6–7 

Safar–Rabi‘ al-Awwal 4 
AH The qunut of calamity for a month 8 

Rabi‘ al-Awwal 4 AH Siege and expulsion of Banu an-Nadir; revelation of Surah Al-
Hashr 11–16 

Jumada al-Akhirah 4 AH Death of Abu Salamah (according to Ibn Sa‘d; other views exist) 17, 25 

4 AH (disputed) Dhat ar-Riqa‘ and the fear prayer (al-Bukhari places it after 
Khaybar) 19–21 

Sha‘ban 4 AH Birth of al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali 24 

Sha‘ban 4 AH The Appointed Badr 22 

Shawwal 4 AH The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم marries Umm Salamah 17 

 

LESSONS 
In about a year, the society of Madinah faced defeat, the killing of its callers, the treachery of neighbours 
and the threat of war. Yet in the same period the shari‘ah was strengthened, the family of the Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم grew, and the Muslims went out bravely to Badr. Seeing the events on one timeline helps us 

understand that trial and victory often walk side by side. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT TRIAL AFTER TRIAL 

1. WHY DID THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH صلى الله عليه وسلم KEEP SENDING CALLERS AFTER AR-RAJI‘? 

Bi’r Ma‘unah took place shortly after ar-Raji‘. That party was sent at the request of Abu Bara’, who gave 
a guarantee of protection. The duty of da‘wah does not fall away because of one betrayal; he still sent the 
reciters in the hope that the tribes of Najd would accept Islam. 

2. WAS KHUBAYB REALLY THE FIRST TO PRAY TWO RAK‘AHS BEFORE BEING KILLED? 

Yes. Al-Bukhari’s Hadith states that Khubayb ��عنه  ا��� ر  was the one who first established the sunnah 

of two rak‘ahs for every Muslim killed in captivity (Sahih al-Bukhari 3045; chapter 4). 

3. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE QUNUT OF CALAMITY AND THE FAJR QUNUT? 
The qunut of calamity (nazilah) is recited when the ummah is struck by a great calamity, as the Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم did for a month after Bi’r Ma‘unah (Sahih al-Bukhari 1003; chapter 8). A regular Fajr qunut is 

a separate fiqh question; it is sunnah in the Shafi‘i school based on other evidence, and it is not discussed 
in this eBook. 

4. WHEN WAS WINE PROHIBITED? 
Wine was prohibited in stages: Al-Baqarah 2:219, then An-Nisa’ 4:43, and finally Al-Ma’idah 5:90–91. 
Jabir ��عنه  ا��� ر  mentioned that some Companions drank wine on the morning of Uhud and were 

martyred that same day, before wine was prohibited (Sahih al-Bukhari 4618). This shows that the final 
prohibition came after Uhud (chapter 10). 

5. WERE BANU AN-NADIR KILLED? 
No. They were expelled and allowed to take whatever their camels could carry, except weapons. The 
Qur’an mentions that they destroyed their houses with their own hands (Al-Hashr 59:2; chapter 12). 

6. WHY WERE PALM TREES CUT DOWN WHEN ISLAM FORBIDS CAUSING DAMAGE? 
It happened with Allah’s permission in a specific state of war, as He says in Al-Hashr 59:5 (chapter 13). 
The general prohibition on destroying crops remains; this exception was tied to the needs of war at that 
time. 

7. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FAY’ AND GHANIMAH? 
Fay’ is enemy property obtained without fighting, such as the property of Banu an-Nadir (Al-Hashr 59:6–
7; chapter 15). Ghanimah is spoils obtained through battle, and its division is mentioned in Al-Anfal 8:41. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3045
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1003
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4618
https://quran.com/59/2
https://quran.com/59/5
https://quran.com/59/6-7
https://quran.com/59/6-7
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8. WHY WAS THE EXPEDITION CALLED DHAT AR-RIQA‘? 

Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari ��عنه  ا��� ر  related that their feet were injured from walking far, so they wrapped 

their feet in rags (riqa‘) (Sahih al-Bukhari 4128; chapter 19). 

9. WHO WAS THE MAN WHO DREW HIS SWORD AT DHAT AR-RIQA‘? 
In al-Bukhari’s narration he is named Ghawrath ibn al-Harith (Sahih al-Bukhari 4136). The added story 
that Jibril struck his chest so that the sword fell is found in some books of sirah, and its chain is weak. 

10. WHY DID ABU SUFYAN NOT COME TO BADR? 
According to the books of sirah, Abu Sufyan set out with the army of Quraysh but turned back, citing a 
year of drought. The Qur’an praises the Muslims who went out despite the threats: “Sufficient for us is 
Allah, and He is the best Disposer of affairs” (Al ‘Imran 3:173; chapter 22). 

11. WAS THE BODY OF ‘AMIR IBN FUHAYRAH REALLY RAISED TO THE SKY? 
The narration that the body of ‘Amir ibn Fuhayrah was raised up after he was killed is found in Sahih al-
Bukhari 4093. It is an event of the unseen that we accept as narrated, without adding details not mentioned 
in the Hadith. 

12. WHY IS THIS BOOK CALLED “TRIAL AFTER TRIAL”? 
Because in the year after Uhud, trials came one after another: betrayal at ar-Raji‘ and Bi’r Ma‘unah, the 
threat of Banu an-Nadir, the deaths of Companions and the threats of Quraysh. Allah says: “And We will 
surely test you with something of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits” (Al-Baqarah 
2:155). 

LESSONS 
These questions show how rich the sirah of 4 AH is in lessons of fiqh, belief and character. Distinguishing 
authentic narrations from weak ones helps us draw lessons with confidence, without relying on stories 
that are not well founded. 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4128
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4136
https://quran.com/3/173
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4093
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4093
https://quran.com/2/155
https://quran.com/2/155
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LESSONS AND CONCLUSION 
The period between Uhud and the Trench was among the hardest years for the Madinan community: the 
loss of their teachers, a neighbour’s treachery, and threats from outside. Yet in that same period their faith 
grew firmer and the law more complete. 

LESSON FROM THIS BOOK 

Steadfastness in captivity Khubayb: trust, two rak‘ahs, verses of faith (3045) 

True success “I have won, by the Lord of the Ka‘bah!” (4092) 

Grief carried into prayer A month of qunut (1003) 

Immediate obedience Wine poured out in Madinah’s streets (2464) 

The cost of breaking a covenant Banu an-Nadir expelled (59:2; 4028) 

Just distribution of wealth “So it is not circulated only among the rich” (59:7) 

Prayer at a calamity Umm Salamah given something better (Muslim 918) 

Reliance and forgiveness “Allah” — at the point of a sword (2910) 

Prayer is never abandoned The fear prayer before the enemy (4:102; 942) 
 

TRIALS IN OUR LIVES 
Every believer will pass through “trial after trial”: the loss of loved ones, betrayal, fear and hardship. This 
book teaches that a believer’s answer has always been the same: “Indeed we belong to Allah, and 
indeed to Him we will return”, then to keep striving, praying and being patient. 

In sha Allah, the series The Prophet’s Sirah will continue with the Battle of the Trench (al-Ahzab) (Book 
12) — when the whole confederacy of enemies besieged Madinah, and the Muslims dug a trench. And 
Allah knows best. 
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS 
This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome 
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website quranscience.my and publishing further eBooks — 
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqah jariyah). 

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261 

�بَتَتۡ سَبۡعَ سَنَابلَِ ِ�  
َٔ ِ كَمَثَلِ حَبَّةٍ ا مَۡ�لٰهَُمۡ ِ� سَبيِلِ ٱ�َّ

َٔ ِينَ ينُفقُِونَ ا ثَلُ ٱ�َّ مَّ
ُ َ�سِٰعٌ عَليِمٌ   ُ يَُ�عٰفُِ لمَِن �شََاءُٓۚ وَٱ�َّ ِ سُ�بُلةٍَ مِّايْةَُٔ حَبَّةٍ� وَٱ�َّ

ّ�ُ٢٦١ 
The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven 
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is 

all-Encompassing and Knowing. 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261 

 

SURAH SABA’ 34:39 

نفَقۡتُم مِّن 
َٔ ۚۥ وَمَآ ا قُلۡ إِنَّ رَّ�ِ يبَۡسُطُ ٱلرّزِۡقَ لمَِن �شََاءُٓ مِنۡ عِبَادهِۦِ وََ�قۡدِرُ َ�ُ

زقَِِ�  ءٍ َ�هُوَ ُ�ۡلفُِهُۖۥ وهَُوَ خَۡ�ُ ٱلرَّٰ ۡ�َ٣٩ 
Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But 

whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers." 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39 

 

HADITH — SAHIH MUSLIM, NO. 2588 

ثنَاَ  ُّوبَ �دََّ ي ُ ، َ��يْىَ �نُْ أ� ثنَاَ  واَ�نُْ، حُجرٍْ، وقَتُيَبْةَ ْ�ماَعيِلُ، قاَلوُا �دََّ عنَِ  - وهَوَُ ا�نُْ جَعفْرٍَ -إ�

ِيهِ ، عنَْ  العَْ��ءَِ  ب َ ، عنَْ  أ� َ�ْ�ةَ �يِ هرُ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� قاَلَ « ماَ نقَصََتْ أ� َّ ، عنَْ رسَُولِ ا��

 ُ � َّ َّ رفَعَهَُ ا�� �� �ِ إ� َّ �دٌَ �ِ� ا ومَاَ توَاَضَعَ أ� َّ عِّ�ً �� �ُ عبَدْاً بعِفَْوٍ إ� َّ  ». صَدقَةٌَ منِْ ماَلٍ ومَاَ زاَدَ ا��

TRANSLATION: 
Abu Hurayrah ر�� ا��� عنه narrated that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلمsaid: “Charity does not decrease wealth. 

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of 
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.” 

https://quranscience.my/
https://quran.com/2:261?translations=20
https://quran.com/34:39?translations=20
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8212
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6460
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5757
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1012
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1526
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4521
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4396
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Hujr, 
from Isma‘il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu 
Hurayrah ر�� ا��� عنه . 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties 
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility, 
Hadith No. 2588. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588 

 

HADITH — SAHIH MUSLIM, NO. 1631 

ثنَاَ  ُّوبَ �دََّ ي ثنَاَ  واَ�نُْ حُجرٍْ - يعَْ�يِ ا�نَْ سَعيِدٍ -وقَتُيَبْةَُ، ، َ��يْىَ �نُْ أ� ْ�ماَعيِلُ، قاَلوُا �دََّ هوَُ  -إ�

ِيهِ ، عنَْ  العَْ��ءَِ عنَِ    -  ا�نُْ جَعفْرٍَ ب َ ، عنَْ  أ� َ�ْ�ةَ �يِ هرُ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس��  أ� َّ نَّ رسَُولَ ا�� ، أ�

 ُ وْ �ِ�ْ�ٍ ي يةٍَ أ� َّ منِْ صَدقَةٍَ �اَرِ �� َثةٍَ إ� َّ منِْ ثَ�� �� �ْ�اَنُ انقْطَعََ عنَهُْ �َ�َ�ُ�ُ إ� ذاَ ماَتَ ا��� نتْفَعَُ  قاَلَ « إ�

وْ وَ�َ�ٍ صَاِ��ٍ �َْ�عوُ �َ�ُ ».   بهِِ أ�

TRANSLATION: 
Abu Hurayrah ا��� عنه  said: “When a person dies, his deeds صلى الله عليه وسلم narrated that the Messenger of Allah ر�� 

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child 
who prays for him.” 
CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Hujr, 
from Isma‘il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu 
Hurayrah ر�� ا��� عنه . 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the 
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:1631 

 

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA 
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