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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK

The cover of this eBook does not depict any human being. It shows scenery: a barren valley beside a
calm, salt-crusted sea, a moment before sunrise. The rocky cliffs on the right show folded, tilted and
overturned rock layers, while dark stones are scattered along the shore. An old road runs along the
sea, and dark clouds are drifting away.

The overturned rock layers are taken from the word of Allah: “We made the highest part [of the city]
its lowest” (11:82). The scattered dark stones recall the “stones of layered hard clay” (11:82),
“Marked in the presence of your Lord for the transgressors” (51:34).

The light of dawn on the horizon recalls the words of the angels: “Is not the morning near?” (11:81).
The old road by the sea recalls “those cities are [situated] on an established road” (15:76). The sea
beside it is not named, because the exact location of the city is not stated in the Qur'an or authentic
Hadith. The dark blue band at the bottom, framed by fine gold lines, is where the author’s name
appears.
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THE CiTY TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

Series 7 ended with Prophet Ibrahim ?M\ flc pleading for the people of Lut before the angels: “Indeed,

within it is Lot.” This Series 8 tells what happened in that city: a prophet living alone among a people
who had made immorality a norm, and a city that Allah in the end turned upside down.

This story needs to be told in modest, veiled language, just as the Qur'an itself tells it. The Qur'an never
details the deeds of the people of Lut crudely; it calls it al-fahishah (immorality), and focuses on the
lesson. This eBook follows the same manners.

SURAH AL-ANBIYA’ 21:74-75
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And to Lot We gave judgement and knowledge, and We saved him from the city that was committing wicked
deeds. Indeed, they were a people of evil, defiantly disobedient.
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And We admitted him into Our mercy. Indeed, he was of the righteous.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/21:74-75

Before telling of his people, the Quran introduces who Lut (’ou\ 4:1: was: “to Lot We gave judgement

and knowledge”, and “Indeed, he was of the righteous”. In Surah Al-An‘am he is mentioned with
Isma‘il, al-Yasa‘ and Yunus: “and all [of them] We preferred over the worlds” (6:86). This is the

foundation to hold throughout the story: Lut };u\ ch was a righteous, knowledgeable and honoured

prophet.
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Al-A'raf Hud Al-Hijr Al-Anbiya’ Ash-Shu‘ara’ An-Naml  Al-Ankabut  As-Saffat Adh-Dhariyat Al-Qamar At-Tahrim
7:80-84  11:69-83  15:57-77  21:71-75  26:160-175  27:54-58  29:26-35 37:133-138  51:31-37  54:33-40 66:10
Emigrated with Prophet Ibrahim [ } @
Sent as a messenger, given wisdom @ o o
Rebuked his people’s immorality [ ] ® ® o
Threatened with expulsion [ )
Prophet Lut's prayer for help o
Angels visit Prophet Ibrahim first [ ] [ ) o
The guests and the hastening people [ ] [ ) o
Leaving with his family by night [ ] o
His wife remained with the destroyed @ @ @ { ] [ J
The city destroyed, rain of stones o o o o ® o o ®
Its remains left as a sign [ J o o
Total episodes 4 5 6 2 6 4 8 4 3 3 1

Figure 1: The episodes of the story of Prophet Lut in eleven surahs. The destruction of the city and the wife who remained
behind are mentioned most often.

Figure 1 shows that the story of Lut }w\ Jc is told in at least eleven surahs, besides brief mentions

elsewhere (6:86; 9:70; 22:43; 38:13; 50:13; 53:53; 69:9). Each surah highlights a different angle. Surah
Ash-Shu‘ara’ highlights his call; Surahs Hud and Al-Hijr detail the last night; Surah Al-‘Ankabut links it to

Prophet Ibrahim ;-Bu\ Ai/lc and Surah At-Tahrim makes his wife an example.

Note: The translation of the Qur'anic verses in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadith is stated in the
Hadlith box, with a link to sunnah.com.
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EMIGRATING WITH IBRAHIM

SURAH AL-‘ANKABUT 29:26
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And Lot believed him. [Abraham] said, "Indeed, | will emigrate to [the service of] my Lord. Indeed, He is the
Exalted in Might, the Wise."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/29:26

Lut ;ﬁu\ 4:1: first appears in the Quran as one who believed in Ibrahim }w\ :lc “And Lot believed
him”. When the whole people of Ibrahim ;M\ Ajc rejected his call — even throwing him into the fire, as
told in Series 6 — Lut ’(;uu\ A:Lc was among the few who believed. The commentators mention that

Lut E-')L.J\ :J; was a relative of Ibrahim }iu\ :lc lbn Kathir calls him Ibrahim’s nephew. Tafsir [bn Kathir
29:26

SURAH AL-ANBIYA’ 21:71
@ Gealal) \od US55 T 2 3NT ) U85 425

And We delivered him and Lot to the land which We had blessed for the worlds.
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/21:71

COMMENTARY — FROM STUDENT TO MESSENGER
First: Believing when others rejected. Lut }w\ 4:/1&: did not believe because many believed; he

believed when almost no one was with Ibrahim ;M\ 41: Faith like this is born of conviction, not imitation.

Second: Emigrating together. Allah delivered both “to the land which We had blessed for the
worlds”. Lut 231.:5\ djc left his homeland for the sake of religion, together with his teacher.

Third: Sent to another people. Later Lut ;éu\ Ajc was sent as a messenger to the people of another

city. The Qur'an affirms: “And indeed, Lot was among the messengers” (37:133). He lived as an
outsider among that people — and they later threw this at him when they threatened to expel him.
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The stories of Lut }w\ :lc and lbrahim }w\ :Jc remain linked to the end. The angels sent to destroy
the people of Lut stopped first at the house of Ibrahim };u\ 4:1: to bring glad tidings of Ishag, and |brahim

?)L.J\ Jc was the first to plead for Lut ;w\ Ajc before them (Series 7, Section 6).
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A TRUSTWORTHY MESSENGER

SURAH ASH-SHU‘ARA’ 26:160-166

® ol by 258 2358

The people of Lot denied the messengers.

@ & a5 ysz \‘léldbs\

When their brother Lot said to them, "Will you not fear Allah?"

@ S ”,léla\

Indeed, | am to you a trustworthy messenger.

@Qﬁk’”\ifu

So fear Allah and obey me.

o
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And | do not ask you for it any payment. My payment is only from the Lord of the worlds.
P )9 9
Do you approach males among the worlds?
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And leave what your Lord has created for you as mates? But you are a people transgressing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/26:160-166

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 26:160-164 — THE SAME CALL

First: Denying one means denying all. “The people of Lot denied the messengers”. Only one
messenger came to them, yet the Qur'an says “messengers”, because the message of the messengers
is one. Whoever denies one messenger has denied them all. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 26:160

Second: He was their “brother”. “When their brother Lot said to them”. Though Lut ;;u\ :l: came

from outside, the Qur'an calls him their brother. His call was the advice of a brother, not the hostility of a
stranger.
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Third: The same call of the prophets. The words “So fear Allah and obey me” and “I do not ask you
for it any payment” are repeated almost identically by Nuh, Hud, Salih, Lut and Shu‘aib, peace be upon

them, in Surah Ash-Shu‘ara’. Lut ;-BU\ :Jc asked for no payment, position or wealth; he only wanted to

save them.

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 26:165-166 — DEVIATING FROM THE FITRAH

After calling to piety, Lut ?}L.J\ 4;.19 named the particular sin of his people: “Do you approach males

among the worlds?” “And leave what your Lord has created for you as mates?” Notice the order of
this call: tawhid and piety first, then the rebuke of sin. The sin of the people of Lut was a branch of a
more basic disease: not fearing Allah.

Verse 26:166 also shows that the lawful way was already available: the mates Allah created for them.
Elsewhere the Quran describes marriage as one of the signs of Allah: “He created for you from
yourselves mates that you may find tranquillity in them; and He placed between you affection and
mercy” (30:21). The people of Lut abandoned that lawful and merciful way, and were described as “a
people transgressing”.
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AN IMMORALITY NEVER COMMITTED BEFORE

SURAH AL-A‘RAF 7:80-81

And [We had sent] Lot when he said to his people, "Do you commit such immorality as no one has preceded
you with from among the worlds?"

% 2 » 2 G,% 558 zZ, ?
@Qﬁﬂffﬁ\&s@\ujbuﬁ d\.@j\uj)ur&
Indeed, you approach men with desire, instead of women. Rather, you are a transgressing people.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/7:80-81

SURAH AL-‘ANKABUT 29:28-29
y»\w@éz;uwmfué\%@ J6 3w s
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And [mention] Lot, when he said to his people, "Indeed, you commit such immorality as no one has
preceded you with from among the worlds."

& >
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Indeed, you approach men and obstruct the road and commit in your meetings [every] evil." And the answer
of his people was not but they said, "Bring us the punishment of Allah, if you should be of the truthful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/29:28-29

COMMENTARY — THREE LAYERS OF WRONGDOING

First: A sin never committed before. “such immorality as no one has preceded you with from
among the worlds”. The people of Lut did not merely sin; they began a new sin in human history. Ibn
Kathir relates that this deed was not known among people before them. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:80

Second: Wrongdoing in public life. Surah Al-‘Ankabut adds two more: “obstruct the road” and
“commit in your meetings [every] evil”. The commentators explain that they harassed and robbed
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passing travellers, and committed wrongdoing openly in their gatherings without shame. Private sin had
become the culture of society. Tafsir [bn Kathir 29:29

Third: Doing it knowingly. “Do you commit immorality while you are seeing?” (27:54). They were
not ignorant of its evil; they saw it and knew it, yet still did it. Yet in the next verse they are described as
“a people behaving ignorantly” — because one who knows but ignores the consequences is in truth
ignorant.

SURAH AN-NAML 27:54-55
PN A ’}’%/ & ,<’T < ?;;\S./T, >% ’@ 3\\;}/
() Oy pals (515 Laodll § 561 zasia) J6 5] )5
And [mention] Lot, when he said to his people, "Do you commit immorality while you are seeing?"
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Do you indeed approach men with desire instead of women? Rather, you are a people behaving ignorantly.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/27:54-55

WHY HAS ALLAH FORBIDDEN IMMORALITIES?

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 4634
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud 4 4! s>, Narrated that (the Prophet $€) said: “There is none more jealous (aghyar)

than Allah; that is why He has forbidden immoralities (al-fawahish), both apparent and concealed. And
nothing is more beloved to Allah than praise; that is why He has praised Himself.”

(‘Amribn Murrah asked Abu Wa'il:) “Did you hear it from ‘Abdullah?” He said: “Yes.” | asked: “And he attributed
it to the Prophet ££?” He said: “Yes.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Hafs ibn ‘Umar, from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from
‘Amr ibn Murrah, from Abu Wa'il (Shaqiq ibn Salamah), from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud <& &1 g2
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REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Tafsir, Surah al-An‘am, chapter {And
do not approach immoralities — what is apparent of them and what is concealed} (6:151), Hadith No. 4634.
Also narrated by Muslim (No. 2760).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4634

This Hadith gives a very deep answer. Allah forbade al-fawahish because of His ghirah (jealousy) over
His servants and over the limits He has set. The prohibition is not to restrict people, but because Allah
honours mankind and is not pleased for them to fall into disgrace. Allah says: “My Lord has only
forbidden immoralities - what is apparent of them and what is concealed” (7:33).

This prohibition covers every immorality — including unlawful sexual intercourse, described as “ever an
immorality and is evil as a way” (17:32). The Quran establishes that the lawful way is only within
marriage, and “whoever seeks beyond that, then those are the transgressors” (23:7). This word
“transgressors” is the same description given to the people of Lut (7:81; 26:166).
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PURITY TREATED AS A CRIME

SURAH AL-A‘RAF 7:82

-
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But the answer of his people was only that they said, "Evict them from your city! Indeed, they are men who
keep themselves pure."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/7:82

SURAH AN-NAML 27:56

But the answer of his people was not except that they said, "Expel the family of Lot from your city. Indeed,
they are people who keep themselves pure."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/27:56

COMMENTARY — WHEN PURITY IS TREATED AS A FAULT
The reply of the people of Lut is shocking. They did not refute the argument of Lut };u\ a\:/lc nor did they

defend their deeds. They only said: “Expel the family of Lot from your city. Indeed, they are people
who keep themselves pure”. Qatadah, as related by Ibn Kathir, said: they reproached Lut and his
followers with something that is no fault. Tafsir lbn Kathir 7:82

This is the height of a society’s corruption: when purity becomes a reason for punishment, and
immorality a defended norm. In the eyes of that people, the only fault of Lut ;31:3\ :lc and his followers

was that they would not take part. A healthy society makes those who keep themselves pure an example;
a corrupt society makes them outcasts.

SURAH ASH-SHU‘ARA’ 26:167-169
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They said, "If you do not desist, O Lot, you will surely be of those evicted."
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He said, "Indeed, | am, toward your deed, of those who detest [it]."
e % 4 2 - @ 2 ;/ ""f
Ohans e ol o7 &
My Lord, save me and my family from [the consequence of] what they do.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/26:167-169

Threats did not change his stance. When threatened: “you will surely be of those evicted”, Lut 4:19

?M\ answered firmly: “Indeed, | am, toward your deed, of those who detest [it]”. Notice the

precision of his words: he detested their deed. And he did not pray for their destruction, but for safety:
“My Lord, save me and my family from [the consequence of] what they do”.

SURAH AL-‘ANKABUT 29:29-30
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Indeed, you approach men and obstruct the road and commit in your meetings [every] evil." And the answer
of his people was not but they said, "Bring us the punishment of Allah, if you should be of the truthful.

’)‘ 97."0 1z ’a’.‘p w /fo
He said, "My Lord, support me against the corrupting people."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/29:29-30

The final mockery. In Surah Al-‘Ankabut, his people challenged: “Bring us the punishment of Allah,
if you should be of the truthful”. This is the same challenge spoken by ‘Ad and Thamud before them

(Series 4 and 5). Lut };u\ 4.1: only prayed: “My Lord, support me against the corrupting people”.
That prayer was answered.
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UNKNOWN GUESTS

The angels who had brought glad tidings to Ibrahim ;éu\ c\jc (Series 7) continued their journey to the

city of the people of Lut. They came in the form of men no one recognised.

SURAH HuD 11:77-80
- G ,., ,/, . 2312135 2.7~ (57~
waﬁrf\,\.bdbj )Jr.@.a@ )rﬁ;@f\kjjw)u;\.?-wj

And when Our messengers, [the angels], came to Lot, he was anguished for them and felt for them great
discomfort and said, "This is a trying day."
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And his people came hastening to him, and before [this] they had been doing evil deeds. He said, "O my

people, these are my daughters; they are purer for you. So fear Allah and do not disgrace me concerning
my guests. Is there not among you a man of reason?"

® ot b L 3 55 e Bl W b ezle 31,6

They said, "You have already known that we have not concerning your daughters any claim, and indeed,
you know what we want."

RNERER Y F FER RN

He said, "If only | had against you some power or could take refuge in a strong support.”

\'l\

.8
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Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/11:77-80

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 11:77-80 — A TRYING DAY
First: Guests who became a burden. For most people, guests are a blessing. For Lut }sua Jc their

arrival meant that he “was anguished for them and felt for them great discomfort”, and said: “This
is a trying day”. He knew what his people would do, and he had no power to stop them.
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Second: A people hastening. “And his people came hastening to him”, “and before [this] they had
been doing evil deeds”. Surah Al-Hijr adds that they came “rejoicing” (15:67). Evil done with rejoicing
shows a heart that has died.

Third: Offering the lawful way. Lut ;M\ c\j.c said: “O my people, these are my daughters; they are

purer for you”. Ibn Kathir and many commentators explain that what is meant is the women of his
people, since a prophet is like a father to his nation; and what was offered was lawful marriage, as is

clear in Surah Al-Hijr: “if you would be doers [of lawful marriage]” (15:71). Lut ;M\ :lp was calling
them back to the fitrah and the Shari‘ah. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 11:78

Fourth: Pleading by Allah’s name and by honour. “So fear Allah and do not disgrace me
concerning my guests”, then: “Is there not among you a man of reason?” In the whole city, not one
man stood up to support him.

Fifth: The lament of a lone man. “If only | had against you some power or could take refuge in a
strong support”. Lut %3@\ a\:/lc was an outsider in that city, with no tribe to defend him. This lament

received an answer from the Messenger of Allah £ thousands of years later.

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 3375
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ &) &2, Narrated that the Prophet £2€ said: “May Allah forgive Lut; he was indeed taking

refuge in a very strong support.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Abu al-Yaman, from Shu'‘aib ibn Abi Hamzah, from
Abu az-Zinad, from al-A'raj, from Abu Hurairah «e 41 sz ..

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets, chapter {And [We sent]
Lot, when he said to his people...}, Hadith No. 3375. Similar wording is in Nos. 3372 and 4694, and in Sahih
Muslim (No. 151).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3375
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COMMENTARY — A VERY STRONG SUPPORT
The Messenger of Allah £ answered the lament of Lut ;Q}u\ A:lc with great tenderness: in truth Lut Jc

E-’;CJ\ was already taking refuge in rukn shadid — the strongest support, namely Allah. The scholars,

including Ibn Hajar in Fath al-Bari, explain that the words “may Allah forgive Lut’ are a customary
expression of prayer and respect, not an indication that Lut ?M\ :lc had sinned. Lut ;51:,5\ 4:19 said

it under great pressure and concern for his guests, while at that very moment Allah’s help was already
inside his house.

The lesson is very close to our lives: when feeling most alone, a believer is never truly alone. Allah’s
help may come in a form we do not recognise — just as Lut (iiﬁJ\ 4:19 did not recognise that his guests

were angels.

SURAH AL-QAMAR 54:37
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And they had demanded from him his guests, but We obliterated their eyes, [saying], "Taste My punishment
and warning."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/54:37

The Qur'an mentions that the people “had demanded from him his guests”, so “We obliterated their
eyes”. The first punishment struck the eyes that looked at what was forbidden, before a greater
punishment struck the whole city. Surah Al-Hijr describes their state: “indeed they were, in their
intoxication, wandering blindly” (15:72).
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IS NOT THE MORNING NEAR?

SURAH HuD 11:81
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The angels said, "O Lot, indeed we are messengers of your Lord; [therefore], they will never reach you. So
set out with your family during a portion of the night and let not any among you look back - except your wife;
indeed, she will be struck by that which strikes them. Indeed, their appointment is [for] the morning. Is not
the morning near?"

sL\

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/11:81

COMMENTARY ON VERSE 11:81 — INSTRUCTIONS ON THE LAST NIGHT

First: The secret revealed. “O Lot, indeed we are messengers of your Lord”, and “they will never
reach you”. The anguish of Lut };1.15\ 4:1:: turned to calm.

Second: Leaving by night. “So set out with your family during a portion of the night”. Surah Al-Hijr
adds a detail: “follow behind them” — Lut ;-5&:3\ 4:\: walked behind his family, like a shepherd making

sure no one was left behind — and “continue on to where you are commanded”.

Third: Do not look back. “let not any among you look back”. Ibn Kathir explains that the meaning is
so that they would not halt or be shaken on hearing the sound of the punishment striking that people. The
lesson is broad too: true emigration is leaving wrongdoing without looking back at it. Tafsir [bn Kathir
11:81

Fourth: Except your wife. “except your wife; indeed, she will be struck by that which strikes them”.
The decision about her had been made, as mentioned in Surah Al-Hijr: “Allah decreed that she is of
those who remain behind” (15:60). Her story is explained in Section 8.

Fifth: “Is not the morning near?” “Indeed, their appointment is [for] the morning”. “Is not the
morning near?” These words give this section its title because they carry two meanings at once: for the
wrongdoing people, morning is the moment of destruction; for the wronged, morning is the moment of
release.
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THE LAST NIGHT BEFORE DAWN SUNRISE AFTERWARDS
Angels arrive The people come “So fear Their eyes Leaving The shriek City overturned, Its remains
as guests hastening Allah” obliterated before dawn at sunrise rain of stones become a sign
11:77 » 29:33 11:78  15:67 11:78 * 15:68-69 54:37 11:81 « 15:65 15:73 11:82 « 15:74 29:35 « 51:37
54:34

Figure 2: The sequence of events of the last night of the people of Lut as mentioned in the verses of the Quran.

SURAH AL-QAMAR 54:34-35
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Indeed, We sent upon them a storm of stones, except the family of Lot - We saved them before dawn
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As favor from us. Thus do We reward he who is grateful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/54:34-35

Surah Al-Qamar mentions that the family of Lut was saved “before dawn” — bi-sahar, the time of sahur
— “As favor from us. Thus do We reward he who is grateful”. Their salvation is described as a reward
for gratitude: they thanked Allah for His blessings through obedience, while the whole people denied

them.
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THE CITY TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

SURAH Hup 11:82-83
RS (A FIR T B A A HIAVAT SR AT

@2}3‘;

So when Our command came, We made the highest part [of the city] its lowest and rained upon them
stones of layered hard clay, [which were].
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Marked from your Lord. And Allah's punishment is not from the wrongdoers [very] far.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/11:82-83

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 11:82-83

First: Turned upside down. “We made the highest part [of the city] its lowest” — in Arabic ja‘alna
‘aliyaha safilaha. A people who overturned the fitrah had their city overturned. The recompense matched
the kind of sin.

Second: Marked stones. “rained upon them stones of layered hard clay”, “Marked from your
Lord”. Not one fell at random; every stone had its target decreed. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 11:82

Third: A warning for every age. “And Allah's punishment is not from the wrongdoers [very] far”.
This verse does not stop at the people of Lut. It is a warning to anyone who commits the same wrongdoing,
at any time. Tafsir [bn Kathir 11:83

SURAH AL-HUR 15:73-77
e 28 % B 827 2
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So the shriek seized them at sunrise.
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And We made the highest part [of the city] its lowest and rained upon them stones of hard clay.
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Indeed in that are signs for those who discern.
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And indeed, those cities are [situated] on an established road.
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Indeed in that is a sign for the believers.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/15:73-77

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 15:73-77 — A SIGN FOR THOSE WHO DISCERN

Surah Al-Hijr adds that the punishment began with “the shriek seized them at sunrise”, then the city
was overturned and rained with stones. Then the Quran mentions three groups who can take a lesson:

Those who discern. “Indeed in that are signs for those who discern” — in Arabic al-mutawassimin,
those who read signs with insight. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 15:75

Those who pass along its road. “those cities are [situated] on an established road”. The remains
of the city are not hidden; they lie on a road people travel. In Surah As-Saffat, Allah rebukes the Quraish:
“And indeed, you pass by them in the morning” “And at night. Then will you not use reason?”
(37:137-138).

The believers. “Indeed in that is a sign for the believers”. People passing the same place can see
different things: one sees stones and soil, another sees a warning from Allah.
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SURAH ADH-DHARIYAT 51:31-37
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[Abraham] said, "Then what is your business [here], O messengers?"
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They said, "Indeed, we have been sent to a people of criminals."
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To send down upon them stones of clay.
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Marked in the presence of your Lord for the transgressors.
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So We brought out whoever was in the cities of the believers.
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And We found not within them other than a [single] house of Muslims.
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And We left therein a sign for those who fear the painful punishment.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/51:31-37

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 51:35-37 — ONLY ONE HOUSE

The most moving verse in this story: “And We found not within them other than a [single] house of
Muslims”. In the whole city, only one house — the house of Lut ?5&.:5\ :lc himself, and even that without

his wife. Lut }w\ 4:1: called for years, and the result was only a few members of his family. Yet Allah
does not judge His messengers by the number of followers; He calls Lut }w\ c\jc “of the righteous”

(21:75). Tafsir Ibn Kathir 51:36
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SURAH AN-NAJM 53:53-54
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And the overturned towns He hurled down.
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And covered them by that which He covered.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/53:53-54

Surahs An-Najm and Al-Haqqah call those cities al-mu’tafikat — “the overturned towns” (53:53; 69:9).
The name alone has become a warning.

SURAH AL-QAMAR 54:38-40

g‘“/az 8§ (<~ Z_2 5 S - & - >:/,
@ s u\)& 8= e A.a.sj
And there came upon them by morning an abiding punishment.
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So taste My punishment and warning.
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And We have certainly made the Qur'an easy for remembrance, so is there any who will remember.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/54:38-40

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 3376
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud 4z 4! s>, said: The Prophet £ recited: {Fahal min muddakir} — “so is there any

who will remember?” (54:40).
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Mahmud ibn Ghailan, from Abu Ahmad az-Zubairi,
from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Abu Ishaq as-Sabi'i, from al-Aswad ibn Yazid, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘'ud 2,

Lo 4‘13\.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets, chapter {And when the
messengers came to the family of Lot, he said: Indeed, you are people unknown}, Hadith No. 3376.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars. Imam al-Bukhari placed it in the chapter on the story of Prophet Lut.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3376

The story of the people of Lut in Surah Al-Qamar closes with a call repeated four times in that surah: “so
is there any who will remember’? Imam al-Bukhari placed the Hadith about the Prophet's £ recitation

of this verse in the chapter on the story of Prophet Lut, as if reminding us that the purpose of telling this
story is to take heed, not merely to know what happened.
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THE WIFE WHO REMAINED BEHIND

SURAH AT-TAHRIM 66:10
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Allah presents an example of those who disbelieved: the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot. They were under
two of Our righteous servants but betrayed them, so those prophets did not avail them from Allah at all, and
it was said, "Enter the Fire with those who enter."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/66:10

COMMENTARY ON VERSE 66:10 — A BoND THAT DID NOT SAVE

First: Under the care of a prophet. The wife of Lut (’;w\ 4:1: lived “under two of Our righteous
servants” — together with the wife of Prophet Nuh }w\ A.jc (Series 3). She heard the call every day,
saw the character of a prophet every day, yet her heart stayed with her people.

Second: The meaning of “betrayed”. “but betrayed them”. Ibn Kathir relates the explanation of Ibn
‘Abbas Lo & 2, that their betrayal was in religion, not in honour; the wife of a prophet never

committed immorality. According to tafsir reports, the wife of Lut g.uu\ :lc told her people about her

husband’s guests. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 66:10

Third: Ties cannot save. “so those prophets did not avail them from Allah at all”. Family ties with
the righteous cannot replace one’s own faith.

In Surahs Ash-Shu‘ara’ and As-Saffat she is not called a “wife”, but “an old woman among those who
remained behind” (26:171; 37:135). The Arabic word al-ghabirin means “those who remained behind”.
She stayed behind — not because she had no time to leave, but because her heart chose to stay with
her people.

SURAH ASH-SHU‘ARA’ 26:170-175
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So We saved him and his family, all.
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Except an old woman among those who remained behind.

Then We destroyed the others.
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And We rained upon them a rain [of stones], and evil was the rain of those who were warned.
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Indeed in that is a sign, but most of them were not to be believers.
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And indeed, your Lord - He is the Exalted in Might, the Merciful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/26:170-175

WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE PRESENT IN A SOCIETY
When the angels told Ibrahim ;QLJ\ Jc of the destruction of the people of Lut, Ibrahim ;uu\ :lc said:

“Indeed, within it is Lot” (29:32). The answer: “We are more knowing of who is within it. We will
surely save him and his family”. The righteous are saved, but their presence does not prevent

punishment from falling on the rest. The Messenger of Allah £ explained this principle in a Hadith:

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 3346
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TRANSLATION:
Zainab bint Jahsh L= & s>, Narrated that the Prophet € came in to her in a state of alarm, saying: “There

is no god but Allah. Woe to the Arabs from an evil that has drawn near. Today an opening has been
made in the barrier of Ya’juj and Ma’juj like this,” and he made a circle with his thumb and the finger next
to it. Zainab bint Jahsh said: | said: “O Messenger of Allah, shall we be destroyed while there are righteous
people among us?” He said: “Yes, when filth (al-khabath) becomes abundant.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Yahya ibn Bukair, from al-Laith ibn Sa‘d, from ‘Uqail
ibn Khalid, from lbn Shihab az-Zuhri, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubair, from Zainab bint Abi Salamah, from Umm

Habibah bint Abi Sufyan, from Zainab bint Jahsh - 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets, chapter on the story of
Ya'juj and Ma'juj, Hadith No. 3346. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 2880).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3346

COMMENTARY — “WHEN FILTH BECOMES ABUNDANT”
The Mother of the Believers Zainab L= &) 2 asked the same question as Ibrahim ’pu\ 4:19 will a

society be destroyed while there are righteous people in it? The answer of the Messenger of Allah ££&:

“Yes, when filth becomes abundant.” The scholars explain that al-khabath includes sins and
immoralities. When it becomes abundant and widespread, destruction may fall on a society as a whole,
even though there are righteous people in it.

Thatis why Lut ;31;)\ Jc did not stay silent even when alone. A righteous person who only guards himself

is not the same as a righteous person who strives to reform his society. Lut };u\ ch rebuked, advised,

offered the lawful way, pleaded by the name of Allah — and only when all of that was rejected was he
commanded to leave.
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WHAT THE QUR’AN DOES NOT TELL

STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN THE CiTy TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

The story of the people of Lut is also found in the Book of Genesis (Torah), and many tales from it entered
storybooks. Guided by the Hadith of Sahih al-Bukhari 4485 (Series 1), we do not make them part of the
story we believe in. And some of them must be rejected because they contradict the Qur'an.

PoPULAR TALES AND WHAT REVELATION SAYS

THE POPULAR TALE

The Book of Genesis (19:30-38) accuses Prophet
Lut of drunkenness and a shameful act with his
daughters.

Lut's wife looked back and turned into a pillar of salt.

Lut parted from Ibrahim over a quarrel between
herdsmen, and chose fertile land.

Ibrahim bargained with Allah: if there were 50
righteous people, then 45, down to 10.

Jibril lifted the city on the tip of his wing up to the sky
until the inhabitants of heaven heard dogs barking.

The names of the cities were Sodom, Gomorrah and
three other towns.

The Dead Sea was formed by the destruction of the
people of Lut.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES

WHAT THE QUR’AN AND AUTHENTIC HADITH SAY

MUST BE REJECTED. The Qur'an describes Lut as
righteous, given judgement and knowledge, and
preferred over the worlds (21:74-75; 6:86). The
prophets are protected from major sins.

The Qur'an only says she was among those who
remained behind and were destroyed (7:83; 15:60;
66:10).

The Qur'an says Lut believed and emigrated with
Ibrahim (29:26; 21:71), then was sent as a
messenger (37:133).

The Qur'an only says Ibrahim pleaded for the people
of Lut and said “Indeed, within it is Lot” (11:74;
29:32).

This report comes from some of the Tabi'in in books
of tafsir, not from an authentic marfu' Hadith. The
Qur'an only says the city was overturned and brought
down (11:82; 53:53).

The Qur'an does not name them; it only calls them
‘the overturned towns” (al-mu’tafikat, 9:70; 69:9).

Not mentioned in the Qur'an or authentic Hadith. The
Qur'an only says their remains lie on a road people
travel (15:76).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: WHERE WAS THE CITY OF THE PEOPLE OF LUT?

The Quran says the remains of the city “are [situated] on an established road” (15:76), and that the
Quraish passed by them morning and night (37:137-138) — that is, on their trade route to Sham. Many
commentators, including Ibn Kathir, mention that the place was near the lake now known as the Dead Sea
(also called Bahr Lut). But its exact location is not stated in the Quran or authentic Hadith.

On the plain south-east of the Dead Sea, in Jordan, are two Early Bronze Age sites excavated scientifically:
Bab edh-Dhra‘ and Numeira. Excavations by the Expedition to the Dead Sea Plain (led by Walter Rast and
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R. Thomas Schaub, 1975-1990) found fortified towns from the late fourth to the third millennium BCE, and
one of the largest ancient cemeteries ever excavated in the Levant.

Some scholars have suggested that these sites are connected with the cities in the Genesis story. But that
suggestion is not confirmed; there is no inscription or evidence naming those sites. It is noted here only as
an archaeological fact about the region, not as evidence of the location of the city of the people of Lut.

REFERENCES:
Rast, W. & Schaub, R.T. (2003). Bab edh-Dhr&’: Excavations at the Town Site (1975-1981). Eisenbrauns:
https://whitelevy.fas.harvard.edu/publications/babe-dh-dhra-excavations-town-site-1975-1981

ASOR (2015). Tribute to R. Thomas Schaub and the Expedition to the Dead Sea Plain:
https://www.asor.org/news/2015/11/schaub/

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: TALL EL-HAMMAM AND THE “METEOR AIRBURST” — THE STUDY HAS BEEN
RETRACTED

In 2021, a paper in the journal Scientific Reports (Bunch and colleagues) claimed that the city of Tall el-
Hammam in the Jordan Valley, north of the Dead Sea, was destroyed by a cosmic airburst around 1650 BCE,
and suggested it may have been the origin of the Sodom story. The claim spread widely in the media and on
social media.

The paper was then heavily criticised. Its authors issued a correction in 2022 after many images were found
to have been edited; the journal published an editor's note in February 2023; and in April 2025, Scientific
Reports retracted the paper, stating that the concerns raised undermined its conclusions. The authors
disagreed with the retraction.

Therefore the Tall el-Hammam claim is not included as evidence. Readers are advised not to spread it as
“scientific proof of the story of Prophet Lut”".

REFERENCES:

Retraction Note (2025). Scientific Reports — A Tunguska sized airburst destroyed Tall el-Hammam...:
https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/articles/PMC12022329/

Retraction Watch (23 April 2025). “Sodom comet” paper to be retracted:
https://retractionwatch.com/2025/04/23/sodom-comet-paper-to-be-retracted-two-years-after-editors-note-
acknowledging-concerns

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: “SULPHUR BALLS” AND “AsH CITIES” — NO ACADEMIC PUBLICATION

Videos and pictures of “sulphur balls” and “ruins of cities turned to ash” near the Dead Sea are often shared
as proof of the story of the people of Lut. These claims come from amateur researchers and have never been
published in peer-reviewed archaeological or geological journals. We found no academic publication
confirming them; so they are not included.

The truth of this story rests on revelation. The Qur'an itself states that the remains of the city were left as “a
sign as clear evidence for a people who use reason” (29:35) — a sign to reflect on, not material for
sensation.
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A SIGN FOR THOSE WHO DISCERN

A righteous prophet lived among a people who had made immorality a norm and purity a fault. He rebuked
them tirelessly, offered the lawful way, pleaded by the name of Allah, and was patient when mocked and
threatened. On the last night he felt alone — while in truth he was taking refuge in the strongest support.
And when morning came, a city was overturned, while one house was saved.

A BRIEF COMPARISON

THE STANCE OF PROPHET LUT AND His BELIEVIN
THE STANCE OF THE PEOPLE OF LUT STANCE 0 0 F AMIL$ S G

Called to piety and offered the lawful way (26:163;

Began an immorality never committed before (7:80) 11:78)

Committed wrongdoing openly in their gatherings

(29:29) Detested the deed, not the people (26:168)

Mocked those who kept themselves pure (7:82;
27:56)

Challenged for the punishment to be brought (29:29) = Patient though alone (11:80; Sahih al-Bukhari 3375)

Prayed for safety and help (26:169; 29:30)

Came hastening and rejoicing to sin (15:67) Left before dawn without looking back (11:81; 15:65)
The wife: stayed with the people though under a The believing family: saved as a reward for gratitude
prophet’s care (66:10) (54:34-35)

LESSONS FROM THIS STORY

First: Da‘wah begins with tawhid and piety. Lut GM\ d:lc called to piety first, then rebuked the sin
(26:161-166).

Second: Allah forbade immoralities because He honours mankind. “There is none more jealous than
Allah” (Sahih al-Bukhari 4634; 7:33).

Third: Detest the deed, and pray for safety. “Indeed, | am, toward your deed, of those who detest [it]’
(26:168).

Fourth: Beware when purity begins to be mocked. It is the sign of a society heading towards
destruction (7:82; 27:56).

Fifth: When feeling most alone, Allah is the strongest support. (11:80; Sahih al-Bukhari 3375).

Sixth: Leave wrongdoing without looking back. True emigration is leaving sin with the heart, not only
with the feet (11:81).

Seventh: Family ties do not replace faith. Even a prophet’s wife remained behind with the destroyed
(66:10).
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Eighth: The righteous must be reformers. Destruction may come “when filth becomes abundant’
(Sahih al-Bukhari 3346).

CONCLUSION

The story of the people of Lut is not merely the history of a vanished city. The Quran says that the
punishment “is not from the wrongdoers [very] far” — it is a mirror for every age. Whenever purity is
mocked, immorality is boasted of, and correction is treated as a nuisance, this story becomes relevant
again. Yet it also carries hope: Allah never leaves those who guard themselves alone, even if only one
house remains.

May Allah protect us and our descendants from every immorality, make our homes like the saved house
of Lut ;‘ﬂj\ Jc and not make us among those who remain behind. Rabbi najjini wa ahli mimma

ya‘malin — “My Lord, save me and my family from [the consequence of] what they do” (26:169).
Amin.

In sha Allah, the series Stories from the Qur'an continues with the story of Prophet Shu‘aib }m‘ Ajc

and the people of Madyan, with the same method: the Qur'an, authentic Hadith, and solid archaeological
findings only.
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS

This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website guranscience.my and publishing further eBooks —
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqgah jariyah).

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261

/ -~

o g = el g0 g8 Al gt 505 ol
@ e Lo 40 208 o) sl A 5 B 2 8

The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261

SURAH SABA’ 34:39
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Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But
whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2588
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Hurayrah «¢ &) s, harrated that the Messenger of Allah $&said: “Charity does not decrease wealth.

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.”
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah ¢ & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility,
Hadith No. 2588.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 1631
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & &2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah % said: “When a person dies, his deeds

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child
who prays for him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa'id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & P -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim: 1631

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA
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