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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK

The cover of this eBook does not depict any human being or animal. It shows the scenery of a green
mountain valley with morning light shining on the peaks.

The scene symbolises the words of Allah about Prophet Idris %w\ :Jc “And We raised him to a high
station” (19:57), and the enduring name of Prophet llyas g.>u\ 4:1‘: “Peace upon Elias” (37:130). The
Qur'an does not name the places of their mission, so the cover does not depict any actual place.

The cover does not depict any prophet. The dark blue band at the bottom, framed by fine gold lines, is
where the author's name appears.
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PEACE BE UPON ILYAS

The Quran tells the stories of some prophets at length, and mentions others in only a few verses. This
eBook gathers four prophets mentioned briefly: llyas ’QS\:.S\ :k: Idris ,p’\:.&\ :39 Alyasa‘,p/):.S\ :&c and

Dhul-Kifl 3. .

Though the verses are few, every word about them is praise from Allah — of tawhid, truthfulness and
patience. We will hold only to what the Qur'an and authentic Hadith state. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 37:123

( \ [ N\ \ [ \
2 3 4
llyas sent “Will you not “Do you call ‘Allah, your Lord
asa " non and the Lord of your
fear Allah? upon Ba'l? "
messenger forefathers'
37:123 37:124 37:125 37:126
\
r
8
“Peace upon Fav‘;‘:]:zl:]lelr:é?tmn The chosen His people
Elias (llyas)” 9% servants saved denied him
generations
37:130 37:129 37:128 37:127
\ J \ J \ J \ J

Figure 1: The flow of the story of Prophet llyas according to Surah As-Saffat 37:123-130.

Note: The translation of the Quranic verses in this eBook is Sahih International, which renders llyas as “Elias” and Alyasa‘ as
“Elisha”. The grade of every Hadlith is stated in the Hadith box, with a link to sunnah.com.
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ILYAS IS SENT

SURAH As-SAFFAT 37:123-126

® Al 5 ol &

And indeed, Elias was from among the messengers.

@ & pass &\mﬁmug

When he said to his people, "Will you not fear Allah?"

-
9

Q«.B.L‘?J\ ”’\Qj).uj)h.:ujs: 5
Do you call upon Ba'l and leave the best of creators?
@ u'd_)Y\ Pb.:\.:\; Cﬂ)}} ;;}533 ;JJ

Allah, your Lord and the Lord of your first forefathers.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/37:123-126

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 37:123-126 — THE CALL OF A MESSENGER
First: A messenger. “And indeed, Elias was from among the messengers”. Prophet llyas ;BL.J\ Jc

is also mentioned in the list of righteous prophets (6:85). Tafsir Ibn Kathir 37:123

Second: A call to God-consciousness. “Will you not fear Allah?” The call of the prophets begins with
the same thing: fear of Allah.

Third: Reminding them of their roots. “Allah, your Lord and the Lord of your first forefathers”.
Allah is not a foreign god; He is the Lord of their own forefathers.
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“Do You CALL UPON BA‘L?”

LEAVING THE BEST OF CREATORS

First: A question that shakes the mind. “Do you call upon Ba'l and leave the best of creators?”
They worshipped a man-made idol and abandoned Allah who created them. Tafsir [bn Kathir 37:125

Second: The greatest sin. The Messenger of Allah &€ explained that setting up a rival to Allah, while

He created us, is the greatest sin:

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 4477
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TRANSLATION:

X 06

‘Abdullah (ibn Mas‘ud) e A &2, said: | asked the Prophet £&: Which sin is the greatest in the sight of

Allah? He said: “That you set up a rival to Allah while He created you.” | said: That is indeed great. Then
what? He said: “That you kill your child fearing he will eat with you.” | said: Then what? He said: “That
you commit adultery with your neighbour’s wife.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from ‘Uthman ibn Abi Shaibah, from Jarir ibn ‘Abd al-
Hamid, from Mansur ibn al-Mu‘tamir, from Abu Wa'il Shagiq ibn Salamah, from ‘Amr ibn Shurahbil, from

‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud as &1 s .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Tafsir, chapter: {Then do not set up
rivals to Allah}, Hadith No. 4477. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 86).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4477
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DENIED, YET His NAME ENDURES

SURAH As-SAFFAT 37:127-132

@’. sz ’;/,;?6; 5?{1
ij\az.“jﬁ.@.:g 0492

And they denied him, so indeed, they will be brought [for punishment].

@ Gealil AT ste VI
Except the chosen servants of Allah.
521G e 15
And We left for him [favorable mention] among later generations.
® Gl J) 6 2
Peace upon Elias.
® Gzl 52 QWIS ()
Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good.
@ Gaxabdl sl 5o )

Indeed, he was of Our believing servants.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/37:127-132

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 37:127-132 — Two OUTCOMES

First: A people who denied. “And they denied him, so indeed, they will be brought [for
punishment]” — “Except the chosen servants of Allah”. Tafsir [bn Kathir 37:127

Second: A name that endures. “And We left for him [favorable mention] among later generations”:
“Peace upon Elias”. His people rejected him, but his name is mentioned with peace until the Day of
Resurrection.
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IDRIS: RAISED TO A HIGH STATION

SURAH MARYAM 19:56-57
A 55 Z 5 \A 55 G/ > = 1t . 5}7"/
\@, IR QK;MLMQJM =S| @;3\)
And mention in the Book, Idrees. Indeed, he was a man of truth and a prophet.

‘ ! \.}\S/}/Qf//

And We raised him to a high station.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/19:56-57

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 19:56-57 — TRUTHFUL AND EXALTED

First: A man of truth. “Indeed, he was a man of truth and a prophet”. Allah praised Prophet Idris ::k:

;-M\ with the quality of siddiq — truthful in word and faith. Tafsir |bn Kathir 19:56

Second: Raised to a high station. “And We raised him to a high station”. The Messenger of Allah
& met Prophet Idris 25/@\ Jc in the fourth heaven on the night of the Ascension, and Anas << &) @2

narrated him reciting this verse:

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 162
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TRANSLATION:

Anas ibn Malik 4= &) o2, Narrated that the Messenger of Allah L& described the Night Journey and

Ascension. Among what he said: “...Then we were taken up to the fourth heaven. Jibril asked for it to
be opened. It was said: Who is this? He said: Jibril. It was said: Who is with you? He said: Muhammad.
It was said: Has he been sent for? He said: He has been sent for. It was opened for us, and there |
found Idris. He welcomed me and prayed for good for me.” Allah, Mighty and Majestic, said: {And We
raised him to a high station}. (The Arabic text above is the full Hadith of the Night Journey and Ascension;

this translation quotes the part relating to Prophet Idris ’pu\ Jo)

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Shaiban ibn Farrukh, from Hammad ibn Salamah, from
Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik & 4 s ,.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Faith, chapter on the Night Journey of the
Messenger of Allah £ to the heavens and the obligation of prayer, Hadith No. 162.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim, the second most authentic book of Hadith after Sahih al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:162a
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ALYASA‘ AND DHUL-KIFL

SURAH AL-ANBIYA’ 21:85-86

CIPAIRS - ¥ JSINE; )3 Jemitl

And [mention] Ishmael and Idrees and Dhul-Kifl; all were of the patient.

® Gl 53 (48T 5 e

And We admitted them into Our mercy. Indeed, they were of the righteous.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/21:85-86

SURAH SAD 38:48

@)LA\ L@J&J\\ “C;;J\)J,,_;;\;g\)

And remember Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl, and all are among the outstanding.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/38:48

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 21:85-86 AND 38:48 — PATIENT AND CHOSEN

First: All were patient. “And [mention] Ishmael and Idrees and Dhul-Kifl; all were of the patient”.
The Qur'an does not tell of their trials, but it praises their patience. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 21:85

Second: Among the outstanding. “And remember Ishmael, Elisha and Dhul-Kifl, and all are among
the outstanding”. Prophet Alyasa’ »SLI1 «Je and Prophet Dhul-Kifl »SLJI «lc were chosen by Allah

among the best of people. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 38:48

Third: Patience is the best gift. The Messenger of Allah £ said about patience:

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 1469
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Said al-Khudri e 4| s>, narrated that some of the Ansar asked the Messenger of Allah £ and he

gave them; then they asked him again and he gave them, until what he had was finished. He said: “Whatever
good | have, | will not withhold it from you. Whoever seeks to be chaste, Allah will keep him chaste.
Whoever seeks to be self-sufficient, Allah will make him self-sufficient. Whoever strives to be patient,
Allah will make him patient. And no one is given a gift better and more vast than patience.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from ‘Abdullah ibn Yusuf, from Malik ibn Anas, from [bn
Shihab az-Zuhri, from ‘Ata’ ibn Yazid al-Laithi, from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri ax & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Zakah, chapter on abstaining from
begging, Hadith No. 1469. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 1053).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari: 1469

BROTHERS IN ONE RELIGION

SURAH AL-AN‘AM 6:85-86

L}*.?J..saj\ ﬁwubwj /’//\.éjf))

And Zechariah and John and Jesus and Elias - and all were of the righteous.

@M‘&CM%%’)&”&Q‘)J@;

And Ishmael and Elisha and Jonah and Lot - and all [of them] We preferred over the worlds.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/6:85-86

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 6:85-86 — ONE LINEAGE, ONE RELIGION

First: In the list of prophets. Prophet llyas ;M\ Jc and Prophet Alyasa’ ;uu\ :lc are mentioned in

a long list of prophets (6:83-86): “and all [of them] We preferred over the worlds”. Tafsir Ibn Kathir
6:85

Second: One religion. The prophets differed in time and place, but their religion was one: tawhid of Allah.
The Messenger of Allah £ said:
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HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 3443
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & o2 said: The Messenger of Allah L& said: “I am the closest of people to ‘Isa son

of Maryam in this world and the Hereafter. The prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers are
different, but their religion is one.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Muhammad ibn Sinan, from Fulaih ibn Sulaiman,
from Hilal ibn ‘Ali, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi ‘Amrah, from Abu Hurairah 4 & o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets, Hadith No. 3443. Also
narrated by Muslim (No. 2365).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3443

WHAT THE QUR’AN DOES NOT TELL

Because the verses about these four prophets are brief, many outside stories have been added about
them. Guided by Sahih al-Bukhari 4485 (Series 1), we add no outside details.

PoPULAR STORIES AND WHAT REVELATION STATES

THE POPULAR STORY WHAT THE QUR’AN AND AUTHENTIC HADITH STATE

Prophet llyas is still alive and meets al-Khidr every No authentic Hadith. The Qur'an only says his name
Haijj season. was left among later generations (37:129-130).

The people of Prophet llyas lived in Baalbek, The Qur'an does not name the place. It is the view of
Lebanon. some commentators based on the idol’s name “Ba’l’.

Prophet Idris was the first to write with a pen and sew

Not established by authentic Hadith.
clothes.

A report of Ka'b al-Ahbar (Israiliyyat). Authentic
Hadith only states that he was in the fourth heaven
on the night of the Ascension (Sahih Muslim 162).

Prophet Idris was raised to heaven alive, and his soul
was taken in the fourth heaven.

Prophet Alyasa‘ was the successor of Prophet llyas.  Not mentioned in the Qur'an or authentic Hadith.

Dhul-Kifl was not a prophet, or he was “al-Kifl” who The Qur'an mentions him with the prophets (21:85;
repented from sin. 38:48). The report about “al-Kifl” has a weak chain.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: THE WORSHIP OF BA‘L IN THE LEVANT

Clay tablets found at Ugarit (Ras Shamra, Syria), dated around 1300-1100 BC, contain a mythological cycle
about Ba‘l, the storm god worshipped in the Levant. Echoes of this myth have also been traced in an ancient
Arabian inscription (Al-Jallad, 2015). This agrees with the Qur'an naming that idol (37:125).

Claim not included. The claim that the people of Prophet llyas )pu\ A:/lc lived in Baalbek, or that any Ba'l

site was the place of his mission, is not included — Ba‘l worship was widespread, and the Qur'an does not
name the place of that people.

REFERENCES:

Al-Jallad, A. (2015). Echoes of the Baal Cycle in a Safaito-Hismaic Inscription. Journal of Ancient Near Eastern
Religions, 15, 5-19. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/15692124-12341267

A Goob NAME THAT ENDURES

Four prophets, only a few verses — yet every verse is praise: a messenger calling to tawhid, a man of
truth, the patient and the outstanding.

What Allah Says About Them Praised Qualities

llyas “From among the messengers”; A believing servant

called to tawhid (37:123-126) (37:132); righteous (6:85)
G “A man of truth and a prophet”; Truthful and
raised to a high station (19:56-57) patient (21:85)
et Preferred over Among the
Alyasa’ (Elisha) the worlds (6:86) outstanding (38:48)
" Mentioned with Of the
Dhul-Kifl the prophets (21:85; 38:48) patient (21:85)
“Their religion is one" Tawhid of
Gl RISEReES (Sahih al-Bukhari 3443) Allah

Figure 2: What Allah says about Prophets llyas, Idris, Alyasa‘ and Dhul-Kifl, and their praised qualities.
LESSONS FROM THIS STORY
First: The call of the prophets begins with God-consciousness and tawhid. (37:124-126).
Second: Shirk is the greatest sin. (37:125; Sahih al-Bukhari 4477).
Third: Allah preserves the name of the sincere. (37:129-130).
Fourth: Truthfulness raises one’s rank. (19:56-57; Sahih Muslim 162).
Fifth: Patience is the most vast of gifts. (21:85; Sahih al-Bukhari 1469).
Sixth: All prophets are brothers in one religion. (6:85-86; Sahih al-Bukhari 3443).
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CONCLUSION

We do not know much about their lives, but we know what matters most: Allah was pleased with them
and preserved their names. Every time we read “Peace upon Elias”, we learn that what endures is not
fame, but sincerity. Amin.

In sha Allah, the series Stories from the Qur’an will continue with the next story — with the same method:
the Qur'an, authentic Hadith, and solid archaeological findings only.
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS

This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website guranscience.my and publishing further eBooks —
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqgah jariyah).

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261

SURAH SABA’ 34:39
oo sl 5 L4 a5 welle uﬁu A G BB 50 8
R T (e %
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Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But
whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2588
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Hurayrah «¢ &) s, harrated that the Messenger of Allah $&said: “Charity does not decrease wealth.

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.”
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah ¢ & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility,
Hadith No. 2588.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 1631
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & &2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah % said: “When a person dies, his deeds

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child
who prays for him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa'id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & P -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim: 1631

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA
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