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“Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other] messengers have passed on before him. So if he was to die or be
killed, would you turn back on your heels [to unbelief]? And he who turns back on his heels will never harm Allah
at all; but Allah will reward the grateful.”

SURAH ALI ‘IMRAN 3:144
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This sixth and final book of The Shama'il of the Prophet £ completes the order of Imam at-Tirmidhi's

ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, chapters 50 to 56: his cupping, names, livelihood, age, passing and
inheritance, and seeing him in a dream. The grade of every hadith is stated. May these six books be a
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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK

This eBook’s cover does not depict any human being or animal. It shows the doorway of a simple mud-
brick room at dawn: the wooden door stands open and a thin cloth curtain has been drawn aside,
and golden morning light enters the almost empty room. Beyond the doorway is a wide mosque
courtyard with palm-trunk pillars and a roof of palm fronds, wrapped in the soft light of daybreak.

Anas «¢ 4‘35\ 2 said that his last look at the Messenger of Allah %€ was when he lifted the curtain on

Monday morning, and his face was like a page of the Mushaf (ash-Shama'il 386). The lifted curtain
and the morning light remind us of his final moments, when he saw his Ummah in rows behind Abu Bakr
and smiled with joy.

The dark blue band at the bottom, framed by fine gold lines, is where the author’'s name appears.
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LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

In the last five books, we came to know the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £, his clothing, his

table, his smile, his sleep, his worship and his character. This sixth book is the final one. It brings us to
the closing chapters of ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah by Imam at-Tirmidhi, chapters 50 to 56: his
cupping, his names, his livelihood, his age, his passing, his inheritance and seeing him in a dream.

These chapters contain 55 narrations as listed on sunnah.com. Two of them are only notes about
narrators, so 83 narrations are graded. Chapter 54 on his passing is the longest, with 14 narrations. As
in the previous books, sahih and hasan narrations are presented in Hadith boxes, while weak narrations
are explained in Note boxes.

This book touches the heart in a different way. We see a Prophet who was cupped and paid the cupper
fairly, whose family went a month without lighting a cooking fire, who died at sixty-three resting on his
wife’s chest, and who left not a single dinar. Yet he left something far more precious: the Qur'an, the
Sunnah and knowledge.

Grades of the Narrations in Chapters 50-56 of ash-Shama'il (53 narrations)

o s IR
Ch. 51: His names --
Ch. 52: His livelihood —-
o5 oo [

0 2 2 6 8

Number of narrations

2

= Sahih
m=m Hasan
Da'if (weak)

T T T
10 12 14
Grades according to the edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i (sunnah.com). “Sahih” includes “sahih chain”. Two notes about narrators (No. 410, 413) are ungraded.

Figure 1: The grades of the narrations in chapters 50-56 of ash-Shama’.

Note: The Qur'anic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadith is stated in its box, based on the
edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i as shown on sunnah.com. Of the 53 graded narrations in these chapters, 43 are sahih or
hasan — about four-fifths.
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MUHAMMAD IS ONLY A MESSENGER

This final book opens with the verse that Abu Bakr <« & 2. recited on the day the Messenger of Allah

£ died:

SURAH ALI ‘IMRAN 3:144
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Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other] messengers have passed on before him. So if he was to die or
be killed, would you turn back on your heels [to unbelief]? And he who turns back on his heels will never
harm Allah at all; but Allah will reward the grateful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/3:144

This verse was revealed after the Battle of Uhud, when a false rumour spread that the Messenger of Allah
¥z had been killed and some people lost heart. Ibn Kathir explains that Allah taught the believers that

this religion does not depend on the life of any human being, even if he is a Messenger Tafsir |bn
Kathir 3:144.

Eight years later, the same verse calmed the whole Ummah. When the Messenger of Allah £ truly died

and ‘Umar «e 4 2. could not accept it, Abu Bakr stood and said: “Whoever worshipped Muhammad,

Muhammad has died. And whoever worshipped Allah, Allah is Ever-Living and does not die.” Then he
recited this verse (Sahih al-Bukhari 3668).

This is the theme of this book. We will see that the Messenger of Allah £ was fully human: he fell ill and

sought treatment, went hungry and was patient, grew older and finally died. But he was also the
Messenger of Allah: his names show his rank, his inheritance is knowledge, and whoever sees him in a
dream has truly seen him.

The verse ends with a promise: Allah will reward the grateful. Being grateful for the blessing of the
Messenger &€ means holding firmly to his teaching after he is gone. May this final book increase our

gratitude and love for him.
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CHAPTER 50: His CUPPING

The fiftieth chapter of ash-Shama'il is titled “The Cupping of the Messenger of Allah & ”. It contains

six narrations: one sahih, three hasan and two weak (Figure 1). Cupping (al-hijamah) is a traditional
treatment that draws blood through cups placed on the skin.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 359
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TRANSLATION:
Humayd said: Anas ibn Malik 4= A 2, Was asked about the eamings of a cupper. He said: “The

Messenger of Allah*&z was cupped; Abu Taybah cupped him. He ordered that he be given two sa‘ of

food, and he spoke to his masters, so they reduced the levy they took from him. And he said: The best
remedy you use is cupping — or: among the best of your remedies is cupping.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Ali ibn Huijr, from Isma‘il ibn Ja‘far, from Humayd
at-Tawil, from Anas ibn Malik & &l s,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 359; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5696.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:359

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
This hadith shows that the Messenger of Allah £ sought medical treatment, though he was the Prophet

with the greatest trust in Allah. Treatment does not contradict reliance on Allah; it is part of taking the
means that he taught.

Notice too his fairness and compassion towards Abu Taybah, a slave who worked as a cupper. He paid
him two sa’ of food, and even spoke to his masters to lighten his levy. He did not merely pay him, but also
stood up for a weak worker.

The hasan narrations in this chapter strengthen the same meaning. ‘Ali «s & 2 said that he was

cupped and told ‘Ali to give the cupper his fee (ash-Shama'il 360). Ibn ‘Abbas Lz &) 2, said that he
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was cupped on the two veins at the side of the neck and between the shoulders, and gave the cupper his
fee — “and had it been unlawful, he would not have given it” (ash-Shama'il 361). This is also narrated
by al-Bukhari (Sahih al-Bukhari 2103).

lbn ‘Umar Loy &) 2 narrated that he asked the cupper how much his levy was. When he said three

sa', he reduced it by one sa‘ and gave him his fee (ash-Shama'il 362) — hasan. This teaches us to care
about the burdens of those who serve us.
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CUPPING: SUNNAH AND MODERN RESEARCH

He was also cupped while in ihram, as Ibn ‘Abbas Lw= 4 2 said: “The Messenger of Allah %€ was

cupped while he was in ihram” (Sahih al-Bukhari 1835). This shows that cupping was a common treatment
in his life, at home or on a journey.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT CUPPING (ASH-SHAMA’IL 363-364)

The narration of Anas that he was cupped on the seventeenth, nineteenth and twenty-first of the month
(No. 363), and the narration that he was cupped on the top of the foot while in ihram at Malal (No. 364), both
have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. So we do not set specific dates as a confirmed Sunnah on
the basis of these narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 363-364. https://sunnah.com/shamail:363

How does modern medicine view cupping? A systematic review of 14 randomised clinical trials on wet
cupping found promising evidence for muscle and joint pain, such as low back pain and neck pain. Yet
the researchers stressed that better-quality trials are still needed (Al-Bedah et al., 2016).

Another review set out the types of cupping and the possible side effects, such as bruising, wounds and
infection if hygiene is poor (Aboushanab & AlSanad, 2018). So whoever wishes to be cupped should go
to a qualified practitioner, and speak to a doctor if they have an iliness or are taking medication.

The bigger lesson of this chapter is the attitude towards treatment: he used the treatment known in his
time, paid its practitioner fairly, and said: “Allah has not sent down any disease without sending down its
cure” (Sahih al-Bukhari 5678). Islam encourages its followers to seek medicine and medical knowledge,
with hearts that rely on Allah.
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CHAPTER 51: His NAMES

The fifty-first chapter gathers the names of the Messenger of Allah &z, It contains two narrations: one

sahih and one hasan. These names are not mere titles, but describe his mission and rank.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 365
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TRANSLATION:
Muhammad ibn Jubayr ibn Mut'im reported from his father 4« & o2 that the Messenger of Allah L said:

“l have several names. | am Muhammad, | am Ahmad, | am al-Mahi, through whom Allah erases
disbelief, | am al-Hashir, behind whom the people will be gathered, and | am al-‘Aqib, after whom there
is no prophet.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Sa‘id ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Makhzumi, from
Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from az-Zuhri, from Muhammad ibn Jubayr ibn Mut'im, from Jubayr ibn Mut'im (his
father) 4 &l 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 365; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3532,

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:365

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Muhammad means the one who is much praised, and Ahmad means the one who praises Allah the
most. The name Ahmad is mentioned in the Qur'an as glad tidings brought by the Prophet ‘Isa ?3@\ CL:
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SURAH As-SAFF 61:6
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And [mention] when Jesus, the son of Mary, said, "O children of Israel, indeed | am the messenger of Allah
to you confirming what came before me of the Torah and bringing good tidings of a messenger to come
after me, whose name is Ahmad." But when he came to them with clear evidences, they said, "This is
obvious magic."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/61:6

Ibn Kathir explains that the Prophet ‘Isa QM\ d:lc was the last prophet of the Children of Israel, and he

gave news of the prophet who would come after him, the Prophet Muhammad £ Tafsir [bn Kathir

Al-Mahi (the Eraser) means that Allah erases disbelief through him. Al-Hashir (the Gatherer) means
people will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection after him. And al-‘Aqib (the Last) means there is no
prophet after him. Each of these names invites us to reflect on his place in human history and in the
Hereafter.

Whoever is named Muhammad or Ahmad should strive so that his character matches his name:
praising Allah much and being praised for his goodness. A good name is a prayer, and it reminds its
bearer of the noblest example.
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THE PROPHET OF MERCY AND THE SEAL OF THE PROPHETS

Hudhayfah ¢ Al 2, narrated that he met the Prophet £€ in one of the streets of Madinah, and he

said: “l am Muhammad, | am Ahmad, | am the Prophet of Mercy, the Prophet of Repentance, | am al-
Mugaffi (the one who followed the earlier prophets), | am al-Hashir, and the Prophet of the Great Battles”

(ash-Shama'il 366) — hasan chain. Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari <= &) o2, Narrated a very similar list (Sahih

Muslim 2355).

The name Prophet of Mercy matches the words of Allah:

SURAH AL-ANBIYA’ 21:107
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And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except as a mercy to the worlds.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/21:107

Ibn Kathir explains that whoever accepts this mercy and is grateful for it will be happy in this world and
the Hereafter Tafsir [bn Kathir 21:107. His mercy reached the believers, children, the poor, slaves and
even animals — as we saw in the previous books.

The names al-‘Aqib and al-Muqaffi match the verse that declares him the seal of all the prophets:

SURAH AL-AHzAB 33:40
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Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah and last of the
prophets. And ever is Allah, of all things, Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/33:40

He described himself with a beautiful parable: the prophets are like a fine house except for the place of
one missing brick; people walk around it and say, “If only this brick were put in place!” He said: “I am that
brick, and | am the seal of the prophets” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3535).

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 14 / 52


https://sunnah.com/shamail:366
https://sunnah.com/muslim:2355
https://sunnah.com/muslim:2355
https://quran.com/21:107?translations=20
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/21/107
https://quran.com/33:40?translations=20
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3535

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

CHAPTER 52: His LIVELIHOOD

The fifty-second chapter is titled “The Livelihood of the Messenger of Allah %", that is, how he and

his family lived day to day in terms of food and wealth. It contains nine narrations: three sahih, one hasan
and five weak.

This chapter opens with al-Nu'man ibn Bashir L= & 2 reproaching the people of his time: “Do you

not now eat and drink as you please? | saw your Prophet €, and he could not find even poor-quality

dates to fill his stomach” (ash-Shama'il 370) — sahih chain (Sahih Muslim 2977).

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 371
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TRANSLATION:

‘Aishah L= & 2 said: “We, the family of Muhammad, would spend a whole month without lighting
a fire (for cooking). It was nothing but dates and water.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Harun ibn Ishag al-Hamdani, from ‘Abdah ibn
Sulayman, from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr (his father), from ‘A'ishah, Mother of the
Believers = 4! 52,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 371; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6458.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:371

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

A month without fire in the kitchen meant no bread baked and no dish cooked. There were only “the two
black things”: dates and water. ‘A’ishah = &) o2 told her nephew ‘Urwah that they would see three
new moons in two months without a fire being lit in the houses of the Messenger of Allah &€ (Sahih al-

Bukhari 2567).

This simplicity was not because he could not obtain wealth. Spoils and gifts came to him, but he gave
them away to others. He prayed: “O Allah, make the provision of the family of Muhammad just
enough to live on” (Sahih al-Bukhari 6460).

This gives us the right measure of blessing. We who today have full kitchens and stocked refrigerators
should be more grateful, avoid waste, and remember those who still live on dates and water.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

MADE TO FEAR FOR THE SAKE OF ALLAH

His hardship was not only in food. In the early days of the call in Makkah, he faced threats and
persecution alone:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 376
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TRANSLATION:
Anas «¢ & 2 said: The Messenger of Allah e said: “I have been made to fear for the sake of Allah
when no one else was made to fear, and | have been harmed for the sake of Allah when no one else

was harmed. Thirty days and nights passed over me when Bilal and | had no food that any living
creature could eat, except a little that Bilal could hide under his armpit.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ad-Darimi, from
Rawh ibn Aslam, from Hammad ibn Salamah, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik «s & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 376; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 2472.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:376

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

He mentions three hardships: fear, harm and hunger. All were endured “for the sake of Allah”, when
there were not yet many believers to share the burden. Bilal <« & 2., a former slave tortured for his

faith, was his companion in that hunger.
Abu Talhah 4 &l s> Narrated that the Companions complained to the Messenger of Allah 3 of hunger

and showed their stomachs with a stone tied to each. Then the Messenger of Allah :& showed his

stomach with two stones tied to it (ash-Shama'il 372) — hasan chain. Tying a stone to the stomach
was how the Arabs held back the pain of hunger.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

The same happened while digging the trench in the Battle of the Trench. Jabir = &) o2 related that

when the Companions came upon a huge rock, he rose to break it, with a stone tied to his stomach,
and they had not tasted food for three days (Sahih al-Bukhari 4101).

A leader hungrier than his followers — this was the leadership of the Messenger of Allah £€. He never

asked others to be patient while he himself was full. This lesson matters greatly for parents, teachers and
leaders: show patience in deeds, not only in words.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

HUNGER SHARED WITH HiS COMPANIONS

One of the most beautiful stories of his hunger is narrated by Abu Hurayrah << & 2. in Sahih Muslim.

One day or night, the Messenger of Allah £ went out and found Abu Bakr and ‘Umar Loz & 2

outside too. He asked: “What has brought you out at this hour?” They said: “Hunger, O Messenger of
Allah.” He said: “By the One in whose hand is my soul, what brought you out has brought me out
too” (Sahih Muslim 2038).

The three of them went to the house of a man of the Ansar. His wife welcomed them joyfully, and the man
came with a bunch of dates and then slaughtered a sheep. After they had eaten and drunk, he said: “You
will surely be asked about this blessing on the Day of Resurrection. Hunger brought you out of
your homes, and you did not return until you received this blessing” (Sahih Muslim 2038).

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS IN THE CHAPTER ON LIVELIHOOD (ASH-SHAMA'IL 373375, 377-378)

The ash-Shama'il version of the story above, which names the Ansari man Abu al-Haytham ibn at-Tayyihan
and adds long details about a servant and advice (No. 373), has a weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.
So too narrations No. 374, 375, 377 and 378 about his food and hardship. The core of the story — hunger,
and the blessing asked about on the Day of Resurrection — is established in Sahih Muslim No. 2038.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 373-378. https://sunnah.com/shamail:373
Sahih Muslim No. 2038. https://sunnah.com/muslim:2038

This story teaches two things. First, hunger is no shame; the Messenger of Allah £ and his two best

Companions were hungry together. Second, every blessing — even just dates, meat and cool water —
will be asked about by Allah: were we grateful for it?
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

CHAPTER 53: HIs AGE

The fifty-third chapter is titled “The Age of the Messenger of Allah 2. It contains six narrations: four

sahih and two hasan. There is no weak narration in this chapter.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 379
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TRANSLATION:
Ibn ‘Abbas L= & s, said: “The Prophet®& stayed in Makkah for thirteen years receiving revelation,
and in Madinah for ten. He died at the age of sixty-three.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani’, from Rawh ibn ‘Ubadah, from
Zakariyya ibn Ishaq, from ‘Amr ibn Dinar, from |bn ‘Abbas lags & o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 379; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 3652.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:379

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith sums up the whole period of prophethood: thirteen years in Makkah — years of calling,
persecution and patience — and ten years in Madinah — years of building a society, striving and
completing the law. In only twenty-three years, he transformed Arabia and left an Ummah that carried
Islam to the whole world.

‘A'ishah = &) s also said: “The Prophet £€ died at the age of sixty-three” (ash-Shama'il 381) (Sahih

al-Bukhari 3536). And Mu‘awiyah 4 & s> once said in a sermon: “The Messenger of Allah £€ died

at sixty-three, as did Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and | am now sixty-three” (ash-Shama'il 380) — sahih chain.

Notice the words of Mu‘awiyah: it is as if he hoped his end would match the age of the Messenger of
Allah £ and his two best Companions. This shows how much the Companions loved him, wishing to

resemble him in everything, even age.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

The age of sixty also reminds us of his words: “The lifespans of my Ummah are between sixty and seventy,
and few exceed that’ (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 3550). Whoever has reached this age should increase his
provision for the Hereafter.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

SIXTY-THREE YEARS

There are also two hasan narrations stating that he died at sixty-five: from Ibn ‘Abbas (ash-Shama'il 382)

and from Daghfal ibn Hanzalah (ash-Shama'’il 383). And Anas <= &) 2. gives the figure sixty in the

following hadith:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 384
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TRANSLATION:
Rabi‘ah ibn Abi ‘Abd ar-Rahman heard Anas ibn Malik <= 4! 2, say. “The Messenger of Allah L& was

neither very tall nor short, neither pale white nor dark brown, and his hair was neither tightly curled nor straight.
Allah the Exalted sent him at the end of forty years. He stayed in Makkah ten years and in Madinah
ten years, and Allah took him at the end of sixty years, with not even twenty white hairs on his head
and beard.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishaq ibn Musa al-Ansari, from Ma‘n ibn ‘Isa, from
Malik ibn Anas, from Rabi‘ah ibn Abi ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from Anas ibn Malik «& 41 sz ..

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 384; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3547.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:384

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Scholars explain that the strongest view is sixty-three years, since it is narrated by many Companions
with the most authentic chains. Anas’s narration of sixty is only a round figure that drops the extra years,
as was the Arab custom. The narration of sixty-five may count the year of birth and the year of death as
full years.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

Anas’s hadith also mentions something moving: not even twenty white hairs on his head and beard. In
the first book we saw how few his grey hairs were. This shows that he died still strong and radiant, not in
frail old age.

Ibn ‘Abbas Lws 4l 2 also narrated that he was sent at the age of forty (Sahih al-Bukhari 3902). This

gives hope to everyone: forty is not an end, but can be the beginning of the most meaningful life. Allah
Himself mentions forty as the age of maturity in Surah al-Ahqgaf, verse 15.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

CHAPTER 54: His PASSING

The fifty-fourth chapter is titled “The Passing of the Messenger of Allah‘&g”. It is the longest in this

book, with fourteen narrations: five sahih, six hasan and three weak. We begin with the final moments
witnessed by Anas 4= &) 2

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 386
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TRANSLATION:

Anas ibn Malik «e | &2, said: “The last look | had at the Messenger of Allah*%% was when he lifted

the curtain on Monday. | looked at his face, and it was like a page of the Mushaf, while the people were
praying behind Abu Bakr. The people were about to stir (in joy), so he signalled to them to stay in place, while

Abu Bakr led them. Then he let down the curtain, and the Messenger of Allah g died at the end of that
day.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Abu ‘Ammar al-Husayn ibn Hurayth and Qutaybah
ibn Sa'id, from Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from az-Zuhri, from Anas ibn Malik 4= & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 386; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 680.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:386

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This is the origin of this book’s title: “like a page of the Mushaf”. Scholars explain that Anas likened his
face to a page of the Mushaf for its beauty, purity and light. Though gravely ill, his face still shone.

In al-Bukhari’s narration it is mentioned that when he saw the people in rows behind Abu Bakr, he smiled
and laughed (Sahih al-Bukhari 680). The last sight that gladdened him was his Ummah praying in
congregation. That was the fruit of twenty-three years of striving.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

His signal to the people to stay in place and keep praying behind Abu Bakr is also full of meaning. He
wanted his Ummah to continue worshipping without depending on his presence. The prayer does not stop
when he is gone.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

His FINAL ILLNESS

The final illness of the Messenger of Allah i€ began some days before his death. When it grew heavy,

he asked his wives’ permission to be nursed in ‘A’ishah’s house, and they all agreed. He went to
‘N'ishah’s house supported by two men, al-‘Abbas and another, his feet dragging on the ground (Sahih
al-Bukhari 4442).

Notice his fairness to his wives even in grave iliness. He did not simply move to the house of his most
beloved wife, but asked permission from them all. His character did not change even when his body was
very weak.

‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud <= 4! 2 Visited him while he had a high fever and said: “O Messenger of Allah,

you have a very high fever.” He replied: “Yes, I have the fever of two men among you.” Ibn Mas‘ud
asked: “Is that because you will have a double reward?” He said: “Yes. No Muslim is afflicted with any
harm, even the prick of a thorn, but that Allah expiates his sins because of it, as a tree sheds its leaves”
(Sahih al-Bukhari 5648).

This hadith is a comfort to everyone who is ill. Pain is not a sign that Allah dislikes someone; the
prophets were the most severely tested of people. For the believer, every pain borne with patience sheds
sins and increases reward.

From his illness we learn the etiquette of visiting the sick: Ion Mas‘ud came, spoke gently and asked
with love. Visiting the sick, praying for them and giving them hope is a Sunnah of great reward.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

RESTING ON ‘A’ISHAH’S CHEST

‘Aishah L M 2. related his final moment briefly:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 387
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L & &2, said: “l was supporting the Prophet % against my chest — or she said: in my lap

— and he called for a basin to urinate in. Then he urinated, and then he died.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Humayd ibn Mas'adah al-Basri, from Sulaym ibn
Akhdar, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Awn, from lbrahim an-Nakha'i, from al-Aswad ibn Yazid, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of

the Believers L I @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 387; also Sunan
an-Nasa’i No. 33.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. That he died resting on
‘N'ishah’s chest is also narrated by al-Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:387

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
In al-Bukhari's narration, ‘A'ishah = & 2. counted it among Allah’s favours upon her: the Messenger

of Allah £ died in her house, on her day, resting against her chest, and Allah joined her saliva with

his at the very end, when she softened a siwak for him (Sahih al-Bukhari 4449).

To the very end, he kept cleanliness — asking for a basin and using the siwak. Cleanliness is no small
matter in Islam; it is part of faith, and he kept it until his last breath.

‘A'ishah L= &) 2, also narrated that, when he was healthy, he had said that no prophet dies until he is

shown his place in Paradise and then given the choice. At the very end, he lifted his gaze upwards and
said: “O Allah, (I choose) the Highest Companion (ar-Rafiq al-A‘la)” (Sahih al-Bukhari 4463). Those
were his last words.

He chose meeting Allah over staying in this world. For the believer, death is not a frightening end, but a
door to the Highest Companion, the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs and the righteous.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

THE AGONIES OF DEATH

Though he was beloved to Allah, he still felt the pain of death:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 388
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= & 2, said: “I saw the Messenger of Allah*, as he was dying. Beside him was a cup of

water. He would put his hand in the cup and then wipe his face with the water, saying: O Allah, help
me through the agonies of death.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id, from al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, from
Yazid ibn al-Had, from Musa ibn Sarjis, from al-Qasim ibn Muhammad, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of the Believers
e A1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 388; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 978.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. A similar meaning
is narrated by al-Bukhari (No. 6510).

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:388

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

In al-Bukhari’s narration, he wiped his face with water, saying: “La ilaha illallah, truly death has its
agonies” (Sahih al-Bukhari 6510). His prayer teaches us to ask Allah’s help for the hardest moment in
every human life.

Seeing that pain, ‘A'ishah L= & 2. said: “I no longer envy anyone an easy death, after seeing how

hard the death of the Messenger of Allahtz was” (ash-Shama'il 389) — hasan. A hard death is not a

sign of Allah’s anger; for the prophets, it raises rank and reward.

Fatimah L= & 2. too could not hold back her grief seeing her father. She said: “Oh, the distress of my

father!” He replied: “There will be no distress for your father after today” (ash-Shama'il 398) — hasan
(Sahih al-Bukhari 4462). These words are full of tenderness: he comforted his daughter while he himself
was suffering.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

From this chapter we learn to prepare for death: to remember La ilaha illallah often, to pray for ease in
the agonies of death, and to comfort the family we leave behind. He said: “Whoever’s last words are La
ilaha illallah will enter Paradise” (Sunan Abi Dawud 3116).
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His FINAL COUNSELS

In the last days of his illness, the Messenger of Allah £ left several important counsels for his Ummah.

These counsels are not in the chapters of ash-Shama'il, but are narrated in authentic hadith collections,
and they complete the picture of his final days.

‘Al ibn Abi Talib 4 41 &2 said that among the last words spoken by the Messenger of Allah % were:

“The prayer, the prayer! And fear Allah regarding those whom your right hands possess” (Sunan
Abi Dawud 5156). Two things he repeated: the right of Allah through prayer, and the right of the weak
under our care.

Jabir e 4| 2. heard him say three days before his death: “Let none of you die except while thinking

well of Allah” (Sahih Muslim 2877). This counsel suits his final moments perfectly: he himself chose the
Highest Companion, full of hope in Allah’s mercy.

‘A'ishah L= Y 2, harrated thatin his final illness he warned about earlier peoples who took the graves

of their prophets as places of worship (Sahih al-Bukhari 1330). He guarded the purity of tawhid to the
very end, so that his Ummah would not exalt him beyond his station as the servant and Messenger of
Allah.

These counsels show what mattered most to him in his final moments: tawhid, prayer, thinking well of
Allah and mercy to the weak. This is a summary of the religion he brought over twenty-three years.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

ABU BAKR KISSED HIM

When the news of his death spread, Abu Bakr «e 4l 2 came from his home in as-Sunh, entered

‘Aishah’s room, and uncovered his face:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 391
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TRANSLATION:
Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘A'ishah Lo & s> reported: “Abu Bakr kissed the Prophets: after he had died.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-
Qattan, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Musa ibn Abi ‘A’ishah, from ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Utbah, from

Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘A'ishah, Mother of the Believers L. s 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 391; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 4455.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:391

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
‘Aishah L= A 2. added in another narration that Abu Bakr placed his mouth between his eyes, put

his hands on his forearms, and said: “O Prophet! O sincere friend! O beloved friend!” (ash-Shama'il
392) — hasan chain. He also said: “May my father and mother be ransomed for you, you were good in
life and in death” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3668).

Abu Bakr showed two things that day: deep love and firm faith. He wept and kissed him, but then went
out calmly to steady the Ummah with the Qur'an. He also recited the words of Allah:

SURAH Az-ZUMAR 39:30

@ O ;w r.@.s Q w dg\g
Indeed, you are to die, and indeed, they are to die.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/39:30
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

Ibn Kathir explains that this verse reminds that all people will die, including the Messenger of Allah &g,

and all will gather before Allah Tafsir [bn Kathir 39:30. This is what brought ‘Umar <= & 2 to his

senses, as if he had never heard the verse before.

The lesson for us: weeping at the death of a loved one is not forbidden; he himself wept when his son
lbrahim died (Sahih al-Bukhari 1303). What is forbidden is wailing and despair. Grief accompanied by
patience and contentment is the way of Abu Bakr.
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WHEN MADINAH GREW DARK

Anas < 4| 2 described the difference between the day he arrived in Madinah and the day he died:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 393
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TRANSLATION:
Anas «¢ & 2 said: “On the day the Messenger of Allah%& entered Madinah, everything in it shone.
And on the day he died, everything in it became dark. We had not yet shaken the dust from our hands,

while we were still burying him &€, before we found our hearts had changed.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Bishr ibn Hilal as-Sawwaf, from Ja'far ibn Sulayman
ad-Duba'i, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik <& &l o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 393; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 3618.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:393

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Scholars explain that “light” and “darkness” here are spiritual light and darkness: the joy, guidance and
tranquillity when he arrived, and the grief and loss when he left. The Companions’ hearts also changed
— not because their faith decreased, but because they had lost the light that had always illuminated
them.

‘Aishah L= ) 2 said: “The Messenger of Allah % died on a Monday” (ash-Shama'il 394) —

sahih. Abu Bakr 4= 4| 2. himself asked ‘A’ishah on what day he died, and she answered: Monday;

and Abu Bakr hoped that he too would die on that day (Sahih al-Bukhari 1387).

NOTE: NARRATIONS ABOUT THE BURIAL (ASH-SHAMA'IL 390, 395-396)

The narration of Abu Bakr that “no prophet dies except that he is buried where he died” (No. 390) has a
weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i, but he graded the hadith hasan because of other supporting routes.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

The narrations about his burial on the night of Wednesday (No. 395) and on Tuesday (No. 396) have weak
chains. What is certain is that he was buried in ‘A’ishah’s room, where he died.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 390, 395-396. https://sunnah.com/shamail:390

The Companions’ grief is a lesson for us who never saw him. They felt an immense loss because they

knew him closely. The more we come to know him through books like ash-Shama'il, the deeper our love
for him grows.
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LONGING FOR HIM

After his death, the Companions deeply missed him. Anas «¢ & 2 Narrated that Abu Bakr said to
‘Umar: “Let us visit Umm Ayman as the Messenger of Allah ££& used to visit her.” When they arrived, Umm

Ayman wept. They said: “What is with Allah is better for the Messenger of Allah £&.” She replied: “/ do

not weep because | do not know that, but because revelation has been cut off from the heavens”
(Sahih Muslim 2454). And the two of them wept with her.

Notice that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar continued his practice: visiting Umm Ayman, the woman who had cared
for him since childhood. The best way to miss someone is to continue the good he used to do.

For us who came later, there is good news. A man asked him when the Hour would be. He asked: “What
have you prepared for it?” He said: “Nothing, except that | love Allah and His Messenger.” He said: “You
will be with those you love.” Anas said: “We were never so happy with anything” (Sahih al-Bukhari
3688).

Anas added in that narration: “| love the Prophet &%, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and | hope to be with them

because of my love for them, even though my deeds are not like theirs.” True longing for him is a longing
that moves us to act, so that we may be worthy of being gathered with him.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 34 / 52


https://sunnah.com/muslim:2454
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3688
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3688

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

ABU BAKR LEADS THE PRAYER

The longest narration in this chapter comes from Salim ibn ‘Ubayd 4« & 2 @ Companion from the

People of the Suffah (ash-Shama'il 397) — sahih chain. He related that he fainted in his illness, then came
round and asked: “Has the prayer time come?” They said: “Yes.” He said: “Tell Bilal to call the adhan,
and tell Abu Bakr to lead the people.” This was repeated several times.

‘Aishah L 4l 2. tried to ask for someone else because her father was soft-hearted and wept easily,

but he insisted that Abu Bakr should lead. The same event is narrated by al-Bukhari (Sahih al-Bukhari
664). The Companions understood the sign: if he was pleased for Abu Bakr to lead their prayer, they
would be pleased for Abu Bakr to lead their worldly affairs.

Salim’s narration continues with ‘Umar unable to accept his death, the arrival of Abu Bakr who recited
“Indeed, you are to die, and indeed, they are to die”, and finally the pledge of allegiance to Abu
Bakr as caliph. Abu Bakr also taught them how to pray over him — in groups, one after another — and
that he should be buried in the place where Allah took his soul, then told his kihnsmen to wash him. In
the hardest moment, the Companions stayed united and made sure the Ummah did not split.

The chapter closes with glad tidings for parents who lose children. Ibn ‘Abbas L & 2, arrated that

he said: “Whoever of my Ummah has two children who go before him (dying young), Allah will admit him
to Paradise because of them.” ‘A’ishah asked: “And whoever has one?” He said: “And whoever has one,
O you who are granted success.” She asked: “And whoever has none?” He said: “l am the forerunner
for my Ummabh; they will not be struck by any calamity like the calamity of losing me” (ash-Shama'il
399) — hasan chain.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

CHAPTER 55: HIS INHERITANCE

The fifty-fith chapter is titled “The Inheritance of the Messenger of Allah i&2”. It contains seven

narrations: five sahih and two hasan. This chapter answers an important question: what did a Prophet
who once led all of Arabia leave behind?

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 400
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TRANSLATION:

‘Amr ibn al-Harith <= 4| o2 the brother of Juwayriyah (Mother of the Believers), said: “The Messenger of

Allah“z left nothing except his weapons, his mule, and a piece of land that he made a charity.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani’, from Husayn ibn Muhammad al-
Marrudhi, from Isra'il ibn Yunus, from Abu Ishaq as-Sabi'i, from ‘Amr ibn al-Harith al-Khuza'i <= &1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 400; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 2739.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:400

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Weapons, a white mule and a piece of land already made a charity — that was all. No palace, no store of
gold, no estate for his descendants. Indeed, ‘A’ishah L= 4l 2, related that his armour was still

pawned to a Jew for thirty sa' of barley when he died (Sahih al-Bukhari 2916).

This fact is very meaningful. A leader with full power could easily gather wealth. But he chose to live
simply and die simply, so that no one could ever claim that his call aimed at riches.

The lesson for us: true wealth is what we send ahead for the Hereafter, not what we leave behind in
this world. Charity, endowments and beneficial knowledge keep bringing reward even after we are gone.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

WE ARE NOT INHERITED FROM

From this chapter comes an important principle of the Shari‘ah, narrated by many Companions:

HAD|TH AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 403
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= & s reported that the Messenger of Allah %€ said: “We (prophets) are not inherited from.

What we leave behind is charity.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna, from Safwan ibn ‘Isa,
from Usamah ibn Zayd al-Laythi, from az-Zuhri, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of the

Believers = il @2
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 403; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6727.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:403

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The prophets are not inherited from like ordinary people. What they leave becomes charity for the
Ummah. Abu Hurayrah 4= ) 2, harrated that he said: “My heirs do not divide dinars. What | leave,

after the provision of my wives and the wage of my worker, is charity” (ash-Shama'il 404) (Sahih al-Bukhari
2776).

Fatimah l il e2_ once came to Abu Bakr asking for her share of her father’s inheritance. Abu Bakr
answered that he had heard the Messenger of Allah £ say: “We are not inherited from”, but he promised:
“I will support whomever the Messenger of Allahiz, supported, and | will spend on whomever the

Messenger of Allah &2 spent on” (ash-Shama'il 401) — hasan chain.

In the caliphate of ‘Umar <= &) 2., al-'Abbas and ‘Al L &) 2. came to him disputing over that

property. ‘Umar asked the senior Companions present — among them ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, az-
Zubayr and Sa‘d — by Allah: “Do you know that the Messenger of Allah £ said: We are not inherited
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

from; what we leave is charity?” They all said: “Yes” (ash-Shama'il 405) (Sahih al-Bukhari 3094). The
hasan narration No. 402 relates the same event (ash-Shama'il 402).

This story teaches the trustworthiness of leaders: Abu Bakr and ‘Umar did not take that property for
themselves, but managed it as the Messenger of Allah & had — for his family and the good of the

Ummah. It also teaches the etiquette of disagreement: returning to the words of the Messenger of
Allahi&2 and accepting them with contentment.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

NEITHER DINAR NOR DIRHAM

‘Aishah L M 2 summed up his material inheritance in one sentence:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 406
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L &l o2, said: “The Messenger of Allah ¢ left neither a dinar, nor a dirham, nor a sheep,

nor a camel.” (Zirr said:) And | am unsure whether she mentioned a male or female slave.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from ‘Asim ibn Bahdalah, from Zirr ibn Hubaysh, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of

the Believers L I @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 406; also Sahih
Muslim No. 1635.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam
Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:406

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

If he left no dinar or dirham, what was his true inheritance? He answered it himself: “The scholars are
the heirs of the prophets. The prophets did not leave dinars or dirhams as inheritance; they left
knowledge. So whoever takes it has taken an abundant share” (Sunan Abi Dawud 3641).

This is the inheritance that reaches us today: the Qur’an and the Sunnah, including the book ash-
Shama'il that we studied in these six books. Every time we read a hadith, practise it and teach it, we are

taking a share of the inheritance of the Messenger of Allahi&z,

This hadith also teaches us not to worry too much about the wealth we will leave our children. More
important is passing on faith, character and knowledge to them. Wealth runs out, but the reward of
beneficial knowledge keeps flowing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

CHAPTER 56: SEEING HIM IN A DREAM

The fifty-sixth chapter, the last of ash-Shama'il, is titled “Seeing the Messenger of Allah*z in a Dream”.

It contains eleven narrations: eight sahih, one hasan and two notes about narrators. There is no weak
narration in this chapter.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 407
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud <= 4l 2 reported that the Prophet L& said: “Whoever sees me in a dream has

truly seen me, for Satan cannot take my likeness.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Abu Ishag as-Sabi'i, from Abu al-Ahwas, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 407; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 2276.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. A similar meaning is
narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:407

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith is narrated by many Companions: Abu Hurayrah (ash-Shama'il 408) (Sahih al-Bukhari 110),
Tariq ibn Ashyam al-Ashja‘i (ash-Shama'il 409), Abu Qatadah (ash-Shama'’il 414) (Sahih al-Bukhari 6996)
and Anas (ash-Shama'il 415) (Sahih al-Bukhari 6994). All carry the same meaning: Satan cannot take

the likeness of the Messenger of Allah*z, so a dream of seeing him is a true dream.

Scholars explain that such a dream is true if what is seen matches his features as narrated in authentic
hadiths — the very features we studied in the books of ash-Shama'il. So knowledge of his appearance
helps a person recognise the dream.

Yet scholars also stress that dreams are not a source of law. Whatever is heard in a dream cannot add
to or change the Shari‘ah, which is already complete. Seeing him in a dream is glad tidings, not new
revelation.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

Kulayb, the father of ‘Asim, heard this hadith from Abu Hurayrah << & o2 then told Ibn ‘Abbas of his

own dream, mentioning that the figure resembled al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali. Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Indeed, al-Hasan
resembled him” (ash-Shama'il 411) — sahih chain. Ibn ‘Abbas tested the dream against the features of

the Prophet € that he knew.
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THE DREAM OF YAZID AL-FARISI

The most detailed story in this chapter is the dream of Yazid al-Farisi, a scribe of the Mushaf. He dreamt
of the Messenger of Allah £ in the time of lbn ‘Abbas and told him. lon ‘Abbas said: “The Messenger of

Allah £ used to say: Satan cannot take my likeness; so whoever sees me in sleep has truly seen me.

Can you describe the man you saw?” (ash-Shama'il 412) — hasan chain.

Yazid described a man of medium build, of light brown complexion, with kohl-dark eyes, a beautiful smile
and handsome features, his beard filling his face from here to here and covering the top of his chest. Ibn
‘Abbas said: “Had you seen him while awake, you could not have described him better than this”
(ash-Shama'il 412).

NoTE: Two NOTES ABOUT NARRATORS (ASH-SHAMA'IL 410, 413)
Narration No. 410 is the statement of Khalaf ibn Khalifah that he saw ‘Amr ibn Hurayth, a Companion of the
Prophet &€, when he was a little boy. Narration No. 413 is the statement of ‘Awf al-A'rabi that he was older

than Qatadah. Neither is a hadith about the Messenger of Allah i&; they are Imam at-Tirmidhi's notes
clarifying the standing of narrators in the chains. So they are not graded.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 410, 413. https://sunnah.com/shamail:410

Notice how |bn ‘Abbas did not simply accept the dream, but asked about the features seen. This is the
scholarly attitude of the Companions: they tested everything against what was established from him. And
notice how ash-Shama’il becomes the measure — Yazid's description matched what we learned in the
first book.
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THIS KNOWLEDGE IS RELIGION

Imam at-Tirmidhi closes ash-Shama'il with two very meaningful sayings of the scholars. First, ‘Abdullah
ibn al-Mubarak said: “If you are tested with the office of judge, then hold to the athar (the
narrations)” (ash-Shama'il 416) — sahih chain.

Second, Muhammad ibn Sirin, a great Successor of Basra, said: “This knowledge (of hadith) is religion,
so look carefully at whom you take your religion from” (ash-Shama'il 417) — sahih chain. Imam
Muslim also quoted these words in the introduction to his Sahih.

Why does a book on the qualities of the Messenger of Allah &€ close with words about care in accepting

narrations? Because every description of him is only meaningful if it is truly established. That is why,
in all six books, every hadith has its grade and chain stated, and weak narrations are set apart in Note
boxes.

In the age of social media, Ibn Sirin’s words matter more than ever. Many “hadiths” spread without
sources. Before sharing, check the source and the grade. Loving the Messenger of Allah £ includes

guarding the truth of what is attributed to him, for he said: “Whoever deliberately lies about me, let him
take his seat in the Fire” (Sahih al-Bukhari 110).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

SENDING BLESSINGS UPON HIM

Having come to know him through six books, the most fitting response is to send blessings upon him,
as Allah commands:

SURAH AL-AHzAB 33:56
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Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have
believed, ask [Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [Allah to grant him] peace.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/33:56

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah tells His servants of the rank of His Prophet with Him in the highest heaven:
Allah praises him before the angels, and the angels send blessings upon him. Then Allah commands the
people of the earth to also send blessings and peace Tafsir |bn Kathir 33:56.

The reward of sending blessings is very great. He said: “Whoever sends blessings upon me once,
Allah sends blessings upon him ten times” (Sahih Muslim 408). The Companions asked how to send
blessings, and he taught them the Ibrahimi blessing: “Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala ali
Muhammad, kama sallayta ‘ala Ibrahim wa ‘ala ali lbrahim, innaka Hamidun Majid...” (Sahih al-Bukhari
3370).

Love for him is also part of faith. He said: “None of you truly believes until | am more beloved to him
than his father, his child and all people” (Sahih al-Bukhari 15). Blessings recited with a heart that
knows him are the most beautiful expression of love.

Make sending blessings part of the daily routine: after prayer, on Fridays, whenever his name is
mentioned, and when the heart feels tight. May our blessings be a reason for us to be close to him on
the Day of Resurrection.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

Six BoOoKs, ONE PORTRAIT

With this book, our journey through all 56 chapters of ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah is complete. The
table below summarises the six books of The Shama'il of the Prophet £:

Book CONTENTS

Ch. 1-7: appearance, seal of prophethood, hair, grey

Book 1: None More Beautiful hairs, dye, kohl

Ch. 8-22: clothing, khuffs, sandals, ring, sword,

Book 2: The Garment He Loved Most . o
armour, turban, walking and sitting

Ch. 23-31: eating, bread, condiments, words at

Book 3: What an Excellent Condiment Lo
meals, fruit, drinks

Ch. 32-40: perfume, speech, laughter, joking, poetry,

Book 4: His Laughter Was a Smile .
sleep, worship

Ch. 41-49: Duha, fasting, recitation, weeping,

Book 5: He Never Said No humility, character, modesty

Ch. 50-56: cupping, names, livelihood, age, passing,

Book 6: Like a Page of the Mushaf .
inheritance, dreams

Seen together, these six books form one complete portrait: his appearance (book 1), his attire (book 2),
his table (book 3), his company (book 4), his worship and character (book 5), and the end of his life and
his legacy (book 6). Imam at-Tirmidhi arranged it so that the reader feels as if living alongside him from
morning to night, from outward to inward.

The purpose of knowing him is not merely more information, but that we follow him, as Allah says: “There
has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent pattern” (Al-Ahzab 33:21). We never
saw him, but through ash-Shama'il we can know him as if we had seen him.

May Allah accept this small effort, forgive its shortcomings, and make these six books a bridge of love
between the reader and the Messenger of Allah €. And may we be gathered with him at the Pool of al-

Kawthar, drinking from his noble hand, a drink after which we will never thirst again (Sahih al-Bukhari
6579).
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LESSONS AND CONCLUSION

Here is a summary of the lessons from chapters 50 to 56 of ash-Shama'il:

CHAPTER MAIN LESSON

Treatment does not contradict reliance on Allah; pay

50. Cupping workers fairly

51 His names Prophet of mercy, prophet of repentance, seal of the
prophets

52 Livelihood A month without a cooking fire; gratitude for blessings
we will be asked about

53. Age Died at 63; sent at 40

54. Passing Alface like a page of the Mushaf; choosing the
Highest Companion

55. Inheritance No dinar or dirham; his inheritance is knowledge
Satan cannot take his likeness; this knowledge is

56. Dreams L
religion

A MESSAGE FOR Us

The Messenger of Allah £ has died, but his teaching lives on. We cannot sit with him in the Prophet's

Mosque, but we can sit with his hadiths, practise his Sunnah at home, and send many blessings upon
him. Choose one practice from this book and keep it up, even if small.

With this, the series The Shama’il of the Prophetis is complete. All that is right is from Allah, and every

mistake is from the author. May Allah forgive us, our parents and the whole Ummah of the Prophet
Muhammad £&. And Allah knows best.
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APPENDIX: A CHECKLIST FOR FOLLOWING HIm

Here is a summary of the practices from this book, with their sources. This list can be printed and used

as a guide for oneself and one’s family.

PRACTICE SOURCE

Seeking permitted treatment while relying on Allah
Paying workers fairly

Being grateful for every blessing of food

Living simply and not wasting

Guarding the prayer and being kind to those in our
care

Saying La ilaha illallah often

Praying for ease in the agonies of death
Visiting the sick and being patient in iliness
Being patient and not wailing at a death
Giving charity and endowing property
Seeking and passing on knowledge
Checking sources before sharing a hadith
Sending blessings upon him every day

Loving him above all else

Sahih al-Bukhari 5678
Sahih al-Bukhari 2103
Sahih Muslim 2038

Sahih al-Bukhari 6460

Sunan Abi Dawud 5156

Sunan Abi Dawud 3116
Jami' at-Tirmidhi 978
Sahih al-Bukhari 5648
Sahih al-Bukhari 1303
Sahih al-Bukhari 2739
Sunan Abi Dawud 3641
Sahih al-Bukhari 110
Sahih Muslim 408
Sahih al-Bukhari 15

Begin with the easiest practice, such as sending blessings ten times after each prayer. Once it becomes
a habit, add the next. The deeds most beloved to Allah are those done continually, even if little.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The Arabic terms below appear throughout this book. Knowing them makes it easier to follow the
narrations and the explanations of the scholars, and to continue studying ash-Shama'il in its

commentaries.

L

Hijamah
Sa’
al-Mahi

al-Hashir

al-‘Aqib
al-Muqaffi
Khatam an-Nabiyyin

Sakarat al-Mawt
ar-Rafiq al-A'la

Mushaf
Siwak
Bay‘ah
Sadagah

Athar

Salawat

Sahih / Hasan / Da'if

Cupping: drawing blood through cups placed on the
skin

A measure of volume, about four double handfuls
The Eraser: through whom Allah erases disbelief

The Gatherer: people are gathered after him on the
Day of Resurrection

The Last: after whom there is no prophet
The one who followed the earlier prophets
The Seal of the Prophets

The agonies of death

The Highest Companion, chosen by the Prophet &g
at his death

A written copy of the Quran
A tooth-stick used to clean the teeth
A pledge of allegiance

Charity

Narrations from the Prophet £ and the early
Muslims

Sending blessings upon the Prophet &g

Grades of a chain; authentic, good, weak

Many of these words describe the end of a life lived for Allah: patience in iliness, contentment at death, a
legacy of knowledge rather than wealth, and an Ummah that keeps sending blessings upon its Prophet.
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS

This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website guranscience.my and publishing further eBooks —
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqgah jariyah).

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261

SURAH SABA’ 34:39
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Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But
whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2588
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Hurayrah «¢ &) s, harrated that the Messenger of Allah $&said: “Charity does not decrease wealth.

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.”
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah ¢ & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility,
Hadith No. 2588.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & &2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah % said: “When a person dies, his deeds

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child
who prays for him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa'id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & P -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim: 1631

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA
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