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“And they brought upon his shirt false blood. [Jacob] said, "Rather, your souls have enticed you to something, so
patience is most fitting. And Allah is the one sought for help against that which you describe.".”

SURAH YUSUF 12:18
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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK

The cover of this eBook does not depict any human being. It shows scenery: an old stone well in a silent
desert as the night draws to a close. A rope and a wooden bucket hang down into the well. In the
brightening sky shine stars, together with a crescent moon, and on the horizon the light of the sun
begins to rise. Far off on the skyline lies a green plain beside a river.

The well and the bucket recall the moment Yusuf {;;u\ :Jc was put “into the bottom of the well”

(12:15), and the water drawer of the caravan who “let down his bucket” (12:19). The stars, the moon
and the sun recall the dream of Yusuf }5@\ :lc “indeed I have seen [in a dream] eleven stars and

the sun and the moon” (12:4).

The light of dawn symbolises hope after darkness — the central theme of “patience is most fitting”
(12:18). The green plain beside a river recalls the land of Egypt, where Yusuf ;fk:.)\ :kc finally said:

“Appoint me over the storehouses of the land” (12:55). The dark blue band at the bottom, framed by
fine gold lines, is where the author's name appears.
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THE BEST OF STORIES

The previous series told the stories of prophets that are spread across many surahs. The story of Prophet
Yusuf ;-3/&:)1 a:lc is different: it is told in a single surah, from beginning to end, in a very orderly

sequence. The Qur'an itself calls it ahsan al-qasas — the best of stories.

SURAH YUSUF 12:1-3
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Alif, Lam, Ra. These are the verses of the clear Book.
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Indeed, We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an that you might understand.
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We relate to you, [O Muhammad], the best of stories in what We have revealed to you of this Qur'an
although you were, before it, among the unaware.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:1-3

This story is too rich to fit into one eBook. So, like the story of Prophet Ibrahim g;uu\ d.jc (Series 6 and

7), it is divided into two parts. This Part 1 covers verses 1 to 57: from a boy’s dream until he became
guardian of the storehouses of Egypt. Part 2 will, in sha Allah, cover verses 58 to 111: the arrival of his

brothers, the grief of Ya'qub ;éu\ :Jc and the reunion of the family.

Note: The translation of the Qur'anic verses in this eBook is Sahih International, which renders the names Yusuf and Ya'qub
as Joseph and Jacob. The grade of every Hadlith is stated in the Hadith box, with a link to sunnah.com.

Da'wahin Brothers Ya'qub's Dream
Opening Brothers & the well House of al-‘Aziz prison arrive grief fulfilled

13 4-6 7-18 19-22 28229] 30-35 36-42 43-57 58-68 69-79 80-87 88-98 99-101 102-1M

Yusuf's dream Sold into Egypt Women of the King's dream Binyamin Recognition Closing

city & prison & treasury & the cup & the shirt
PART 1 (this eBook): verses 1-57 PART 2 (in sha Allah): verses 58-111

Figure 1: The sequence of the story in Surah Yusuf by verse. The gold sections are told in this eBook.
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HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 3383
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «s ) s, said: The Messenger of Allah & was asked: “Who is the most honourable of

people?” He said: “The one who most fears Allah.” They said: “That is not what we are asking you about.”
He said: “Then the most honourable of people is Yusuf, the prophet of Allah, son of the prophet of
Allah, son of the prophet of Allah, son of the intimate friend of Allah (Ibrahim).” They said: “That is not
what we are asking you about.” He said: “Are you asking me about the lineages of the Arabs? People
are like mines; the best of them in the time of ignorance are the best of them in Islam, when they gain
understanding (of the religion).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from ‘Ubaid ibn Isma'il, from Abu Usamah, from
‘Ubaidullah ibn ‘Umar, from Sa'id ibn Abi Sa'id al-Maqburi, from Abu Hurairah «= 4! »,. A second chain:

Muhammad ibn Salam, from ‘Abdah ibn Sulaiman, from ‘Ubaidullah, with the same chain.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets, chapter on the saying
of Allah {Lagad kana fi Yusufa wa ikhwatihi ayatun lis-sa'ilin}, Hadith No. 3383. Also narrated by Muslim (No.
2378).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3383

The Messenger of Allah £ described Yusuf (i)u\ ajc as the most honourable of people in lineage: four
generations of prophets — Yusuf, Ya‘qub, Ishaq and Ibrahim }m& :lc Yet his first answer was: “The

one who most fears Allah.” The noble lineage of Yusuf E-')L.J\ 4:1:: did not save him from the well, from

slavery or from prison. What raised him was his taqwa and his patience, as we shall see.
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THE DREAM OF ELEVEN STARS

SURAH YUSUF 12:4-6
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[Of these stories mention] when Joseph said to his father, "O my father, indeed | have seen [in a dream]
eleven stars and the sun and the moon; | saw them prostrating to me."
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He said, "O my son, do not relate your vision to your brothers or they will contrive against you a plan. Indeed
Satan, to man, is a manifest enemy."
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And thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the interpretation of narratives and complete His favor

upon you and upon the family of Jacob, as He completed it upon your fathers before, Abraham and Isaac.
Indeed, your Lord is Knowing and Wise.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:4-6

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:4-6

First: A son confiding in his father. “O my father, indeed | have seen [in a dream] eleven stars and
the sun and the moon; | saw them prostrating to me”. Yusuf };Lin :lc brought his dream to the

person he trusted most — his father. The warm bond between father and son is the foundation of this
story.

Second: The advice of a wise father. “O my son, do not relate your vision to your brothers or they
will contrive against you a plan”. Ya‘qub (}:{Q\ :lc understood the meaning of the dream — that his

son would be honoured — and he also understood the hearts of his other sons. He did not accuse them,
but attributed the danger to the real enemy: “Indeed Satan, to man, is a manifest enemy”. Tafsir |bn
Kathir 12:5
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Third: A dream as glad tidings. “And thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the
interpretation of narratives and complete His favor upon you”. The meaning of this dream was
fulfilled only decades later, in verse 12:100 (Part 2). Between the dream and its fulfilment lay a well,
slavery and prison.

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 7044
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Salamah said: | used to see dreams that made me ill (with worry), until | heard Abu Qatadah «= & @2

say: | too used to see dreams that made me ill, until | heard the Prophet ££ say: “A good dream is from

Allah. So when one of you sees (in a dream) something he likes, let him not relate it except to someone
he loves. And when he sees something he dislikes, let him seek refuge with Allah from its evil and
from the evil of Satan, spit (dryly) three times, and not relate it to anyone, for then it will not harm
him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Sa'id ibn ar-Rabi’, from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from
‘Abd Rabbih ibn Sa'id, from Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from Abu Qatadah al-Ansari « & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Interpretation of Dreams, chapter
on seeing a disliked dream, Hadith No. 7044. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 2261).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:7044

This Hadith agrees with the advice of Ya‘qub :.>u\ 435 A good dream is a blessing from Allah, but it is

related only to those who love us — because not everyone is happy with the blessings that others receive.
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ENVY AMONG BROTHERS

SURAH YUSUF 12:7-10
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Certainly were there in Joseph and his brothers signs for those who ask.

When they said, "Joseph and his brother are more beloved to our father than we, while we are a clan.
Indeed, our father is in clear error."
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Kill Joseph or cast him out to [another] land; the countenance of your father will [then] be only for you, and
you will be after that a righteous people.
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Said a speaker among them, "Do not kill Joseph but throw him into the bottom of the well; some travelers
will pick him up - if you would do [something]."
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Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:7-10

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:7-10 — How ENvY GROWS
First: A story for those who ask. “signs for those who ask”.

Second: The comparison that gives birth to envy. “Joseph and his brother are more beloved to
our father than we, while we are a clan”. Envy begins with comparing oneself to others, and then feeling
treated unfairly: “Indeed, our father is in clear error”.

Third: A sin planned together with a delayed repentance. “Kill Joseph or cast him out to [another]
land”, and then “you will be after that a righteous people”. They planned a grave sin while intending
to become good afterwards. This is the deception of Satan: justifying today’s sin with the promise of
tomorrow’s repentance. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 12:9
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Fourth: A milder voice. “Do not kill Joseph but throw him into the bottom of the well”. Although
this suggestion was still unjust, Allah made it the means by which Yusuf }w\ :lc was saved.
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THE WELL AND THE FALSE BLOOD

SURAH YUSUF 12:11-15
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They said, "O our father, why do you not entrust us with Joseph while indeed, we are to him sincere
counselors."
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Send him with us tomorrow that he may eat well and play. And indeed, we will be his guardians.
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[Jacob] said, "Indeed, it saddens me that you should take him, and | fear that a wolf would eat him while you
are of him unaware."
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They said, "If a wolf should eat him while we are a [strong] clan, indeed, we would then be losers."
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So when they took him [out] and agreed to put him into the bottom of the well... But We inspired to him,
"You will surely inform them [someday] about this affair of theirs while they do not perceive [your identity]."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:11-15

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:11-15
First: A father who understood. Ya‘qub }w\ :lc said: “I fear that a wolf would eat him while you

are of him unaware”. Ibn Kathir mentions that these words were later used by them as their own excuse.
Tafsir Ibn Kathir 12:13

Second: Inspiration at the bottom of the well. At the darkest moment for Yusuf ;M\ :lc Allah inspired

him: “You will surely inform them [someday] about this affair of theirs while they do not perceive
[your identity]”. The help of Allah came inside the well, not after leaving it.
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SURAH YUSUF 12:16-18
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And they came to their father at night, weeping.
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They said, "O our father, indeed we went racing each other and left Joseph with our possessions, and a wolf
ate him. But you would not believe us, even if we were truthful."
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And they brought upon his shirt false blood. [Jacob] said, "Rather, your souls have enticed you to
something, so patience is most fitting. And Allah is the one sought for help against that which you describe."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:16-18

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:16—18 — BEAUTIFUL PATIENCE

First: Tears and false evidence. They came “to their father at night, weeping”, with his shirt stained
with “false blood”. Ibn Kathir reports that they forgot to tear the shirt — a shirt “eaten by a wolf” yet still
intact. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 12:18

Second: A father who saw the truth. “Rather, your souls have enticed you to something”. Ya‘qub

pu\ 4\.Jc was not deceived, so he chose: “patience is most fitting” — fasabrun jamil, beautiful
patience.

Third: What is “beautiful patience”? Scholars explain that it is patience without complaining to
creation. Ya‘qub })@‘ 43@ grieved — the Quran mentions his grief in Part 2 — but he complained only

to Allah: “Allah is the one sought for help”. Tafsir |bn Kathir 12:18

The Mother of the Believers ‘A'ishah L= &) 2 When she was slandered in the incident of al-ifk, said

that she found no example for herself except the words of the father of Yusuf: “Fasabrun jamil, wallahul-
musta‘an ‘ald ma tasifin.” This report is in Sahih al-Bukhari (No. 4141).
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SoLD FOR A REDUCED PRICE

SURAH YUSUF 12:19-22
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And there came a company of travelers; then they sent their water drawer, and he let down his bucket. He
said, "Good news! Here is a boy." And they concealed him, [taking him] as merchandise; and Allah was
knowing of what they did.
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And they sold him for a reduced price - a few dirhams - and they were, concerning him, of those content
with little.
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And the one from Egypt who bought him said to his wife, "Make his residence comfortable. Perhaps he will
benefit us, or we will adopt him as a son." And thus, We established Joseph in the land that We might teach
him the interpretation of events. And Allah is predominant over His affair, but most of the people do not
know.
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And when Joseph reached maturity, We gave him judgment and knowledge. And thus We reward the doers
of good.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:19-22

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:19-22

First: The bucket that carried destiny. A water drawer of the caravan “let down his bucket”, and cried
out: “Good news! Here is a boy”. He came looking for water, but found a prophet.

Second: A cheap price for a noble soul. “they sold him for a reduced price - a few dirhams”. The
man most noble in lineage (Sahih al-Bukhari 3383) was sold for a few dirhams. A person’s value in the
eyes of people is not the same as his value with Allah.
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Third: A new home in Egypt. The man who bought him said to his wife: “Make his residence
comfortable. Perhaps he will benefit us, or we will adopt him as a son”. Allah says: “thus, We
established Joseph in the land”, and closes the verse with the principle at the heart of the whole surah:
“And Allah is predominant over His affair, but most of the people do not know”.

Fourth: Knowledge as the reward of ihsan. “We gave him judgment and knowledge. And thus We
reward the doers of good”. The word al-muhsinin (the doers of good) recurs several times in this surah

— itis the quality everyone recognised in Yusuf }w\ ajc
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| SEEK THE REFUGE OF ALLAH

The next trial was heavier than the well. The Qur'an tells it in very modest, veiled language, and this
eBook follows the same manners.

SURAH YUSUF 12:23-24
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And she, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him. She closed the doors and said, "Come, you." He
said, "[| seek] the refuge of Allah. Indeed, he is my master, who has made good my residence. Indeed,
wrongdoers will not succeed."
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And she certainly determined [to seduce] him, and he would have inclined to her had he not seen the proof
of his Lord. And thus [it was] that We should avert from him evil and immorality. Indeed, he was of Our
chosen servants.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:23-24

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:23-24

First: A complete trial. The temptation came from a woman who had authority over him, in the house
where he lived, with the doors closed, and without witnesses. Every path to sin was open. The answer of

Yusuf ;vu\ Jc was brief: “[I seek] the refuge of Allah” — ma‘adhallah.

Second: Three reasons for refusal. Yusuf }w\ :Lc sought refuge in Allah; he remembered the

kindness of his master: “he is my master, who has made good my residence”; and he remembered
the consequence: “wrongdoers will not succeed”. Tafsir [bn Kathir 12:23

Third: The meaning of verse 12:24. This verse mentions “had he not seen the proof of his Lord”
(burhan rabbih). The scholars of Ahl as-Sunnah agree that Yusuf 25@\ :Jc committed no immoral act

at all. Some explain that the “inclination” mentioned is a natural passing thought that was not acted upon;
others explain that the inclination did not occur at all because Yusuf ;-)u\ 4:1c had seen the proof of his

Lord. Both views agree on the purity of Yusuf }w\ Ajc as the end of the verse says: “Indeed, he was
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of Our chosen servants”. Ibn Kathir rejects the Israiliyyat stories that describe that “proof” with images
unworthy of a prophet. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 12:24

SURAH YUSUF 12:25-29
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And they both raced to the door, and she tore his shirt from the back, and they found her husband at the
door. She said, "What is the recompense of one who intended evil for your wife but that he be imprisoned or
a painful punishment?"

h\ \z
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[Joseph] said, "It was she who sought to seduce me." And a witness from her family testified. "If his shirt is
torn from the front, then she has told the truth, and he is of the liars."
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But if his shirt is torn from the back, then she has lied, and he is of the truthful.
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So when her husband saw his shirt torn from the back, he said, "Indeed, it is of the women's plan. Indeed,
your plan is great."

L}LLL;-\UALASL/\J\Q/LJ-A : \)\Mu—cu@‘:\wf

Joseph, ignore this. And, [my wife], ask forgiveness for your sin. Indeed, you were of the sinful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:25-29

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:25-29 — THE SHIRT THAT BORE WITNESS
Yusuf ;;;u\ :lc ran to the door, and his shirt was torn from the back. The woman at once accused him

before her husband. A witness from her own family gave a fair rule: “if his shirt is torn from the back,
then she has lied, and he is of the truthful”. The shirt once made into false evidence by his brothers
(12:18) now became the proof of his innocence.
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A note on names: The Quran calls this woman “The wife of al-'Azeez” (12:30). The name “Zulaikha”
is well known from the books of stories and appears in brackets in some translations, but it is not
mentioned in the Qur'an or in authentic Hadith.

THE MAN WHo SAYS: “l FEAR ALLAH”

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 660
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & 2 Narrated that the Prophet & said: “Seven whom Allah will shade in His shade

on the Day when there is no shade but His: a just ruler; a youth who grew up in the worship of his
Lord; a man whose heart is attached to the mosques; two men who love each other for the sake of
Allah, meeting and parting for His sake; a man invited by a woman of rank and beauty, who says:
Indeed, | fear Allah; a man who gives charity so secretly that his left hand does not know what his
right hand spends; and a man who remembers Allah in solitude and his eyes overflow with tears.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-
Qattan, from ‘Ubaidullah ibn ‘Umar, from Khubaib ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from Hafs ibn ‘Asim, from Abu

Hurairah < 4! @)

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Call to Prayer, chapter on one who
sits in the mosque waiting for the prayer, Hadith No. 660. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 1031).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:660

One of these seven is “a man invited by a woman of rank and beauty, who says: Indeed, | fear
Allah.” Many scholars mention Yusuf :QLW.J\ a:lc as the greatest example of this group. This Hadith

promises that every young man who refuses temptation for the sake of Allah will receive the same shade
on the Day of Resurrection.
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PRISON IS MORE TO MY LIKING

SURAH YUSUF 12:30-32
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And women in the city said, "The wife of al-'Azeez is seeking to seduce her slave boy; he has impassioned
her with love. Indeed, we see her [to be] in clear error."
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So when she heard of their scheming, she sent for them and prepared for them a banquet and gave each
one of them a knife and said [to Joseph], "Come out before them." And when they saw him, they greatly
admired him and cut their hands and said, "Perfect is Allah! This is not a man; this is none but a noble
angel."
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She said, "That is the one about whom you blamed me. And | certainly sought to seduce him, but he firmly

refused; and if he will not do what | order him, he will surely be imprisoned and will be of those debased."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:30-32

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:30-32

The news spread, and the “women in the city” blamed the wife of al-‘Aziz. She invited them to a banquet
and gave each of them a knife. When Yusuf ;BU\ :lc came out, “they greatly admired him and cut

their hands”, and said: “This is not a man, this is none but a noble angel”.

The Messenger of Allah £, in the long Hadith of the Isra’, related that he met Yusuf :ou\ Jc in the third

heaven, and that “he had been given half of beauty” (Sahih Muslim, No. 162). Yet the Qur'an highlights
that the beauty of his character was greater: the wife of al-‘Aziz herself admitted before them: “I certainly
sought to seduce him, but he firmly refused”.
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SURAH YUSUF 12:33-35
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He said, "My Lord, prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me. And if You do not avert from
me their plan, | might incline toward them and [thus] be of the ignorant.”
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So his Lord responded to him and averted from him their plan. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Knowing.
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Then it appeared to them after they had seen the signs that al-'Azeez should surely imprison him for a time.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:33-35

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:33-35 — THE PRAYER OF A YOUNG MAN

First: Choosing prison. “My Lord, prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me”.
Yusuf ;-5&.15\ Aj.c chose to lose his freedom rather than lose his chastity.

Second: Not relying on his own strength. “if You do not avert from me their plan, | might incline
toward them”. A prophet who had already proven his purity still asked for Allah’s protection. He did not
say “l am strong”, but “if You do not avert...”. This is the secret of his steadfastness.

Third: A prayer answered. “So his Lord responded to him and averted from him their plan”. Yet
the answer to that prayer came through prison: “after they had seen the signs that al-'Azeez should
surely imprison him for a time”. Sometimes the answer to a prayer comes in a form we do not expect.
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DA‘WAH IN PRISON

SURAH YUSUF 12:36-38
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And there entered the prison with him two young men. One of them said, "Indeed, | have seen myself [in a

dream] pressing wine." The other said, "Indeed, | have seen myself carrying upon my head [some] bread,

from which the birds were eating. Inform us of its interpretation; indeed, we see you to be of those who do
good."
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He said, "You will not receive food that is provided to you except that | will inform you of its interpretation
before it comes to you. That is from what my Lord has taught me. Indeed, | have left the religion of a people
who do not believe in Allah, and they, in the Hereafter, are disbelievers."
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And | have followed the religion of my fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. And it was not for us to associate
anything with Allah. That is from the favor of Allah upon us and upon the people, but most of the people are
not grateful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:36-38

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:36—38 — PUTTING TAWHID FIRST
Two of the king’s servants entered the prison with him, and each had a dream. They came to Yusuf 4.:/19

;-‘)u\ because “we see you to be of those who do good” — once again, the quality of muhsin was

recognised, even in prison.
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Yusuf ;M\ :k: did not interpret their dreams at once. First he introduced the source of his knowledge:

“That is from what my Lord has taught me”, and then he introduced his religion: “I have followed the
religion of my fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”. He used the moment they needed him to convey
what they needed most. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 12:37

SURAH YUSUF 12:39-42
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O [my] two companions of prison, are separate lords better or Allah, the One, the Prevailing.
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You worship not besides Him except [mere] names you have named them, you and your fathers, for which
Allah has sent down no authority. Legislation is not but for Allah. He has commanded that you worship not
except Him. That is the correct religion, but most of the people do not know.
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O two companions of prison, as for one of you, he will give drink to his master of wine; but as for the other,
he will be crucified, and the birds will eat from his head. The matter has been decreed about which you both
inquire.
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And he said to the one whom he knew would go free, "Mention me before your master." But Satan made
him forget the mention [to] his master, and Joseph remained in prison several years.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:39-42
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COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:39-42

First: A question that awakens the mind. “are separate lords better or Allah, the One, the
Prevailing™? Yusuf ;;LWA\ Aj&: addressed them as “O [my] two companions of prison” — da‘wah with

warmth, not with harshness.

Second: An honest interpretation. He interpreted both dreams honestly, including bad news for one of
them (12:41). Figure 2 summarises all the dreams in Part 1 and their interpretations.

“ interpretation & Fulfiment

Eleven stars, the sun and the moon 12:4 His family bowing in honour

Yusuf (as a boy) prostrating to him of him in Egypt (Part 2)

12:100

First prisoner Pressing wine 12:36 Gives drink to his master 12:41

Crucified, birds eat

Second prisoner Carrying bread eaten by birds 12:36 from his head

12:41

Seven fat cows eaten by seven
King of Egypt lean; seven green spikes 12:43
and others dry

Seven fertile years, seven years

of drought, then a year of rain iRy

Figure 2: The dreams in Surah Yusuf and their interpretations as mentioned in the Quran.

Third: Several forgotten years. Yusuf E-‘;u\ :Lc asked the prisoner who would be freed: “Mention me

before your master”, but “Satan made him forget the mention [to] his master”, and “Joseph
remained in prison several years”. Ibn Kathir supports the view that it was the prisoner who forgot.
Reasonable effort is not wrong, but Allah decides its timing. Tafsir [bn Kathir 12:42
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THE KING’S DREAM AND A NAME CLEARED

SURAH YUSUF 12:43-46
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And [subsequently] the king said, "Indeed, | have seen [in a dream] seven fat cows being eaten by seven
[that were] lean, and seven green spikes [of grain] and others [that were] dry. O eminent ones, explain to
me my vision, if you should interpret visions."

} 3 * ve z¢
They said, "[It is but] a mixture of false dreams, and we are not learned in the interpretation of dreams."
s 3o
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But the one who was freed and remembered after a time said, "I will inform you of its interpretation, so send
me forth."
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[He said], "Joseph, O man of truth, explain to us about seven fat cows eaten by seven [that were] lean, and
seven green spikes [of grain] and others [that were] dry - that | may return to the people; perhaps they will
know [about you]."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:43-46

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:43-49 — AN INTERPRETATION THAT BECAME AN ECONOMIC
PLAN

The king of Egypt dreamt of seven fat cows being eaten by seven lean ones. His nobles could not interpret
it: “a mixture of false dreams”. Only then did the forgetful prisoner remember Yusuf E-'ECJ\ 4:1&:
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SURAH YUSUF 12:47-49
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[Joseph] said, "You will plant for seven years consecutively; and what you harvest leave in its spikes, except
a little from which you will eat."
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Then will come after that seven difficult [years] which will consume what you saved for them, except a little
from which you will store?
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Then will come after that a year in which the people will be given rain and in which they will press [olives
and grapes]?

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:47-49

The interpretation of Yusuf ;M\ Jc was not merely an explanation of the dream; it was an economic

plan to save a nation: “You will plant for seven years consecutively; and what you harvest leave in
its spikes, except a little from which you will eat”. Plant diligently, store in a way that preserves, and
be frugal in eating. He also mentioned “a year in which the people will be given rain” — something

not found in the king’s dream, a sign of knowledge taught by Allah. Notice too that Yusuf ;M\ 41: set

no condition for his release before giving the interpretation. Tafsir [bn Kathir 12:47
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SURAH YUSUF 12:50-53
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And the king said, "Bring him to me." But when the messenger came to him, [Joseph] said, "Return to your

master and ask him what is the case of the women who cut their hands. Indeed, my Lord is Knowing of their
plan."
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Said [the king to the women], "What was your condition when you sought to seduce Joseph?" They said,
"Perfect is Allah! We know about him no evil." The wife of al-'Azeez said, "Now the truth has become
evident. It was | who sought to seduce him, and indeed, he is of the truthful."
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That is so al-'Azeez will know that | did not betray him in [his] absence and that Allah does not guide the
plan of betrayers.
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And | do not acquit myself. Indeed, the soul is a persistent enjoiner of evil, except those upon which my Lord
has mercy. Indeed, my Lord is Forgiving and Merciful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:50-53

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:50-53 — LEAVING WITH A CLEAN NAME

When the king summoned him, Yusuf ;M\ :Lc did not rush out. He said to the king’s messenger:

“Return to your master and ask him what is the case of the women who cut their hands”. He wanted
his name cleared before he came out, so that no one could say he was released while the accusation still

hung over him.

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 4694
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah 4= A o2 said: The Messenger of Allah L& said: “May Allah have mercy on Lut; he was

indeed taking refuge in a very strong support. And if | had stayed in prison as long as Yusuf stayed, |
would have answered the one who called (to release me). And we are more entitled (to doubt) than
Ibrahim when Allah said to him: {Have you not believed? He said: Yes, but [| ask] only that my heart
may be satisfied} (2:260).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Sa'id ibn Talid, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn al-Qasim,
from Bakr ibn Mudar, from ‘Amr ibn al-Harith, from Yunus ibn Yazid, from [bn Shihab az-Zuhri, from Sa‘id ibn

al-Musayyib and Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from Abu Hurairah « 4! @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Tafsir, Surah Yusuf, chapter {Falamma
ja'ahur-rasulu galariji* ila rabbik...} (12:50), Hadith No. 4694. See also No. 3372 and Sahih Muslim No. 151.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4694

The Messenger of Allah £ praised the patience of Yusuf ;-BU\ :lc with great humility: had he been

imprisoned that long, he would have answered the call to come out at once — praise of the self-respect
onusuf(i‘fLwA\ Js

As a result of the king’s inquiry, the truth came out: “We know about him no evil”, and the wife of al-
‘Aziz confessed: “Now the truth has become evident. It was | who sought to seduce him”. Then it is
said: “And | do not acquit myself. Indeed, the soul is a persistent enjoiner of evil”. Ibn Kathir
supports the view that this continues the words of the wife of al-'Aziz, admitting her fault and the weakness

of her soul; some other commentators attribute it to Yusuf ;-‘JLJ\ flc Tafsir Ibn Kathir 12:53
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GUARDIAN OF THE STOREHOUSES OF THE LAND

SURAH YUSUF 12:54-57
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And the king said, "Bring him to me; | will appoint him exclusively for myself." And when he spoke to him, he
said, "Indeed, you are today established [in position] and trusted."

M&Md\u@w sz e Jazi e

[Joseph] said, "Appoint me over the storehouses of the land. Indeed, | will be a knowing guardian."
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And thus We established Joseph in the land to settle therein wherever he willed. We touch with Our mercy
whom We will, and We do not allow to be lost the reward of those who do good.

A .5. §> 4 /.g”)’;/z
‘ \9— U""\U 0 J.?-Y\ J:>-Y 9
And the reward of the Hereafter is better for those who believed and were fearing Allah.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/12:54-57

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 12:54-57
First: Judged after speaking. The king wanted to make Yusuf ;;mn a\:/lc his confidant, but only “when

he spoke to him” did he say: “Indeed, you are today established [in position] and trusted”. True
honour shows itself through words and character.

Second: Asking for office on the basis of competence and trust. “Appoint me over the storehouses
of the land. Indeed, | will be a knowing guardian”. Two conditions of leadership are mentioned in one

verse: hafiz (trustworthy, a guardian) and ‘alim (knowledgeable, competent). Yusuf gﬁu\ :Lp asked for

that office because he knew the country would face drought, and he was the most qualified to save the
people. Scholars explain that asking for an office is permitted when one is sure of being qualified and the
aim is the public good. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 12:55
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Third: From the well to the storehouses. “thus We established Joseph in the land”. The same words
— makkanna li-Yasuf — are used in verse 12:21 when he had just been sold as a slave. Allah had
established his position from the very first day, even though people saw only a well and a prison.

Fourth: What is better than power. “We do not allow to be lost the reward of those who do good”,
and “the reward of the Hereafter is better for those who believed and were fearing Allah”. Part 1

ends with Yusuf }w\ :lc at the height of power, but the Qur'an immediately reminds us that the reward

of the Hereafter is better than all of it.
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WHAT THE QUR’AN DOES NOT TELL

STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN BEAUTIFUL PATIENCE

The story of Prophet Yusuf ;;}L.J\ Jc is among the stories most embellished in the books of stories,

poetry and tales — including in old Malay literature. Guided by the Hadith of Sahih al-Bukhari 4485 (Series
1), we do not make these additions part of the story we believe in.

PoPULAR STORIES AND WHAT REVELATION SAYS

POPULAR STORY

The wife of al-‘Aziz was named Zulaikha, and al-'Aziz
was named Qitfir (Potiphar).

When tempted, Yusuf saw the image of his father
biting his finger, or a hand appeared on the wall with
a written warning.

Yusuf finally married Zulaikha after she was made
young again.

The witness in verse 12:26 was a baby in the cradle
who spoke.

Yusuf was imprisoned for exactly seven or twelve
years.

The pyramids of Egypt were grain stores built by
Yusuf.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES

WHAT THE QUR’AN AND AUTHENTIC HADITH SAY

The Qur'an only says “the wife of al-‘Aziz” (12:30,
51). These names come from reports of the People of
the Book.

The Qur'an only mentions “the proof of his Lord”
(12:24). Ibn Kathir rejects these details as
unauthentic and unworthy of a prophet.

Not mentioned in the Qur'an or authentic Hadith.

The Qur'an only says “a witness from her family”
(12:26). The report of the baby has a disputed chain.

The Qur'an only says “several years” (bid‘a sinin,
12:42).

Not mentioned in the Quran or Hadith. The great
pyramids were royal tombs built centuries earlier.

around 1638-1530 BCE.

generations before some of them rose to power.

Yusuf ;M\ 41:

REFERENCES:

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: WEST ASIANS IN THE NILE DELTA — TELL EL-DAB‘A

Excavations at Tell el-Dab‘a, in the north-eastern Nile Delta, have revealed a city that became the seat of the
Hyksos kings — rulers of West Asian origin (from the lands of Sham and Canaan) who ruled part of Egypt

A strontium isotope study of the teeth of 75 individuals buried there (Stantis et al., PLOS ONE, 2020) found
that many of the city’s inhabitants were not local, and that this was already the case before the Hyksos
period. The researchers concluded that people from outside Egypt lived in the Nile Delta for several

This finding shows that the presence and rise of people from the lands of Sham in Egypt is something
that happened in history. However, no inscription mentions Yusuf })L.J\ Ajc and the date of his time

cannot be determined. It is therefore noted as historical background only, not as evidence for the story of
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Stantis, C. et al. (2020). Who were the Hyksos? Challenging traditional narratives using strontium isotope analysis.
PLOS ONE: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0235414

Bournemouth University (2020). 15th Dynasty rulers of Ancient Egypt, the Hyksos, were an internal takeover:
https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/news/2020-07-21/15th-dynasty-rulers-ancient-eqypt-hyksos-were-internal-takeover-
not-foreign-invasion

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: “KING” AND “PHARAOH” — AN OBSERVATION THAT NEEDS CARE
In the story of Yusuf E-)L.J\ 4:1: the ruler of Egypt is called “the king” (al-malik, 12:43, 50, 54), while in the
story of Prophet Musa )pu\ 4.1: the ruler of Egypt is called Firawn (Pharaoh). According to

Encyclopaedia Britannica, the word “pharaoh” originally referred to the palace, and came to be used for the
king of Egypt himself in the New Kingdom (beginning with the 18th Dynasty, around 1539 BCE).

Many writers see this difference in titles as a sign of the precision of the Qur'an’s language. However, linking
it to a specific period (such as the Hyksos period) is an assumption that requires the date of the time of Yusuf

;M\ 4:15 — which is not known with certainty. So it is noted as a linguistic observation, not as
archaeological evidence.

REFERENCES:
Encyclopaedia Britannica. Pharaoh: https://www.britannica.com/topic/pharaoh
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FROM THE WELL TO THE STOREHOUSES

A boy dreamt of stars prostrating to him. Then he was thrown into a well by his brothers, sold for a few
dirhams, tempted and slandered, and imprisoned for years. Every step looked like a fall; yet every step
was in fact raising him. Allah said when he had just been sold: “And thus, We established Joseph in
the land” (12:21) — and repeated it when he took charge of the storehouses (12:56).

A BRIEF COMPARISON

A dream that could provoke envy Ya‘qub: “Do not relate your vision to your brothers

(12:5)
Losing a son, with false blood Ya‘qub: “Patience is most fitting” (12:18)
. . Yusuf: [l seek] the refuge of Allah” (12:23; Sahih al-
Temptation behind closed doors Bukhari 660)
The threat of prison Yusuf: “My Lord, prison is more to my liking” (12:33)
Prisoners asking for an interpretation Yusuf puts the call to tawhid first (12:37-40)

Yusuf asks first for his name to be cleared (12:50;

The call to be released Sahih al-Bukhari 4694)

Power and the storehouses Yusuf: “Indeed, | will be a knowing guardian” (12:55)

LESSONS FROM THIS STORY
First: True honour is taqwa. “The one who most fears Allah” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3383).

Second: Guard blessings from envious eyes. Relate a good dream only to those who love you (12:5;
Sahih al-Bukhari 7044).

Third: Envy begins with comparison. “Joseph and his brother are more beloved to our father than we’
(12:8).

Fourth: Beautiful patience is patience without complaining to creation. Fasabrun jamil (12:18).

Fifth: Chastity is guarded by relying on Allah, not on one’s own strength. “If You do not avert from
me their plan...” (12:33).

Sixth: Da‘wah does not stop, even in prison. (12:37-40).
Seventh: Honour and a good name deserve to be cleared. (12:50-51).
Eighth: Leadership requires trustworthiness and knowledge. Hafizun ‘alim (12:55).

Ninth: Allah is predominant over His affair. “But most of the people do not know” (12:21).
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CONCLUSION

Part 1 of the story of Yusuf ;M\ 4:1: teaches that a well, slavery and prison are not the end of the story.

For the patient and God-fearing, every fall is a step upward. But the story is not yet over: in Canaan, an
old father is still waiting with beautiful patience, and the brothers who threw Yusuf };1;3\ 4:\‘: into the well

will come to Egypt to ask him for food — without recognising him.
May Allah grant us the patience of Ya‘qub }w\ ch the chastity and trustworthiness of Yusuf }w\ Jc
and make us among al-muhsinin whose reward is never lost. Fasabrun jamil, wallahul-musta‘an. Amin.

In sha Allah, the series Stories from the Qur'an continues with the story of Prophet Yusuf })LJ\ Jp

(Part 2), with the same method: the Qur'an, authentic Hadith, and solid archaeological findings only.
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS

This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website guranscience.my and publishing further eBooks —
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqgah jariyah).

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261

SURAH SABA’ 34:39
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Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But
whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2588
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Hurayrah «¢ &) s, harrated that the Messenger of Allah $&said: “Charity does not decrease wealth.

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.”
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah ¢ & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility,
Hadith No. 2588.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 1631
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & &2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah % said: “When a person dies, his deeds

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child
who prays for him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa'id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & P -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim: 1631

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA
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