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“Moses said to him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what you have been taught of
sound judgement?".”

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:66
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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK

The cover of this eBook does not depict any human being. It shows the scenery of a large rock on the
shore at dawn, at the place where two seas meet — one deep blue and the other turquoise-green —
with a clear line where the two waters meet.

This image is taken from the story in the Qur'an: “I will not cease [traveling] until | reach the junction
of the two seas” (18:60), and “Did you see when we retired to the rock?” (18:63). It was at that rock

that the fish of Prophet Moses ;M\ A:lc slipped into the sea, and there he met the servant of Allah he
was seeking.

The exact location of the junction of the two seas is not mentioned in the Qur'an or authentic Hadith, so
this cover does not depict any specific place. The dark blue band at the bottom, framed by fine gold
lines, is where the author’s name appears.
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AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

In Part 4 (Series 17), we saw the Children of Israel worship the calf and make excuses against Allah’s
command. This Part 5 takes us on a different journey: the journey of Prophet Moses ;31:.3\ Ajc himself —

a prophet and messenger, Kalimullah — to seek knowledge from a servant of Allah.

This story is found in Surah Al-Kahf, the surah that is recommended to be recited on Fridays. It teaches
that however great a person’s knowledge, the knowledge of Allah is far vaster; and that behind events
that seem bad, there is wisdom known only to Allah.

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:60

z a s o - Z D ,..«w - H/ -7 P 1 2 2 -
And [mention] when Moses said to his servant, "I will not cease [traveling] until | reach the junction of the
two seas or continue for a long period."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:60

COMMENTARY ON 18:60 — THE RESOLVE OF A SEEKER OF KNOWLEDGE
Prophet Moses }>u\ :l.c said to his servant: “I will not cease [traveling] until | reach the junction of

the two seas or continue for a long period”. A noble prophet was willing to travel for years to learn a
single knowledge. According to the authentic Hadith, the servant was Yusha“ ibn Nun (Joshua). Tafsir
lbn Kathir 18:60

' ™ s ~\ ' ~ r ~
“Who is the most Journey to the The flﬁh slips into They meet a servant
knowledgeable?” junction of the two seas the sea; they retrace given mercy and

’ —>| —| their footprints —>| knowledge
Sahih ai-Bukhari 122 18:60 18:61-64 18:65-70

\_ J . J - J w J

r Y [ Y [ N [ 3
Thf Interpretation: A wall about to Aboyis The shipis

I did it not of . +
" collapse is restored killed torn open
my own accord | | ||
18:79-82 18:77-78 18:74-76 18:71-73
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Figure 1: The flow of the story of Moses and al-Khidr — from the question “who is the most knowledgeable” to the
interpretation of three events.

Figure 1 shows eight main events. The story is found in Surah Al-Kahf (18:60-82) and was explained by

(173

the Messenger of Allah £ in the Hadith of Sahih al-Bukhari 122.
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Note: The translation of the Quranic verses in this eBook is Sahih International. The translations of the Hadith are our own,
from the Arabic text. The grade of each Hadlith is stated in its Hadith box, with a link to sunnah.com.
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“WHo Is THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE?”

The Qur'an begins this story with the journey, but the Messenger of Allah £ told us the reason for the

journey. The following Hadith was narrated by the Companion Ubayy ibn Ka'b 4« & w2 and it also

rejects the claim that the Moses of this story was “another Moses”.

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 122
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TRANSLATION:
Sa'id ibn Jubayr said: | said to Ibn ‘Abbas: “Nawf al-Bikali claims that Moses (the companion of al-Khidr) is
not the Moses of the Children of Israel, but another Moses.” Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The enemy of Allah has lied.

Ubayy ibn Ka'b told us that the Prophet € said: “Moses the prophet stood up to deliver a sermon to the

Children of Israel and was asked: Who is the most knowledgeable of people? He said: | am the most
knowledgeable. So Allah rebuked him, because he did not attribute the knowledge to Allah. Allah
revealed to him: There is a servant of Mine at the junction of the two seas who is more knowledgeable
than you. Moses said: O my Lord, how can | meet him? It was said to him: Carry a fish in a basket;
when you lose it, he will be there.

So Moses set out with his young servant, Yusha‘ ibn Nun ... When they reached the rock, they laid
down their heads and slept. The fish slipped out of the basket and took its way into the sea ... When
they returned to the rock, there was a man covered with a garment. Moses greeted him. Al-Khidr said:
And where is there such a greeting in your land? He said: | am Moses. He asked: Moses of the Children
of Israel? He said: Yes ... Al-Khidr said: O Moses, | have knowledge from the knowledge of Allah which
He has taught me and which you do not know, and you have knowledge which He has taught you and
which | do not know.

... Then a sparrow came, landed on the edge of the boat, and pecked once or twice in the sea. Al-Khidr
said: O Moses, my knowledge and your knowledge have not decreased the knowledge of Allah except

as much as this sparrow’s peck has decreased the sea ...” The Prophet £ said: “May Allah have mercy

on Moses. We would have loved him to have been patient, so that more of their story would have been
told to us.”
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Musnadi, from Sufyan
ibn ‘Uyaynah, from ‘Amr ibn Dinar, from Sa‘id ibn Jubayr, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas L &1 sz ,, from Ubayy

ibn Ka'b <o ail 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Knowledge (Kitab al-‘llm), chapter on
what is recommended for a scholar when asked “who is the most knowledgeable of people”: to leave the
knowledge to Allah, Hadith No. 122. The translation above is abridged (...); the Arabic text is shown in full.
Also narrated as No. 3401 and 4725, and by Muslim (No. 2380).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:122

REFLECTION — ATTRIBUTING KNOWLEDGE TO ALLAH
First: A gentle rebuke. Prophet Moses ;-‘;u\ Jc did not lie; he was the most knowledgeable prophet of

his time. Yet Allah rebuked him because he did not attribute the knowledge to Allah. The manners of
a scholar when asked is to say: Allahu a‘lam — Allah knows best. Imam al-Bukhari placed this Hadith in
the Book of Knowledge to teach this adab.

Second: Above every possessor of knowledge. The Quran says: “over every possessor of
knowledge is one [more] knowing” (12:76), and “mankind have not been given of knowledge
except a little” (17:85).

Third: The sparrow’s peck. Al-Khidr’s parable in this Hadith is beautiful: all the knowledge of Moses ch

;M‘ and al-Khidr, compared with the knowledge of Allah, is like the water taken by a sparrow’s beak

from the sea.
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THE FISH THAT SLIPPED INTO THE SEA

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:61-64
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But when they reached the junction between them, they forgot their fish, and it took its course into the sea,
slipping away.
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So when they had passed beyond it, [Moses] said to his boy, "Bring us our morning meal. We have certainly
suffered in this, our journey, [much] fatigue."

He said, "Did you see when we retired to the rock? Indeed, | forgot [there] the fish. And none made me
forget it except Satan - that | should mention it. And it took its course into the sea amazingly."

@M@,u;y\“’*@\suw N

[Moses] said, "That is what we were seeking." So they returned, following their footprints.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:61-64

COMMENTARY ON 18:61-64 — THE FORGOTTEN SIGN

First: A sign from Allah. Allah made the fish the sign of the meeting place. “it took its course into the
sea, slipping away”. In the Hadith, the fish was in a basket, and it slipped out into the sea while they
slept beside the rock.

Second: Tiredness after passing the place. “We have certainly suffered in this, our journey, [much]
fatigue”. The Messenger of Allah £ said in the same narration that Moses :,3/&;)\ Jc did not feel tired

until he had passed the place he had been commanded to reach. The tiredness itself was a sign that
they had gone too far.

Third: Forgetfulness is from Satan. Yusha' said: “And none made me forget it except Satan”. A well-
mannered person attributes a mistake to himself and to Satan, not to Allah.

Fourth: Retracing their steps. “That is what we were seeking” — “So they returned, following their
footprints”. A seeker of knowledge does not give up when he takes a wrong turn; he goes back and
searches again.
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A SERVANT FROM AMONG OUR SERVANTS

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:65
o ¢7 ?}g ﬂfad/ s w ../’,}/, Z5 -~ PP
@ e BA e 132085 Base 30 &5 L55k Bolie 30 102 13555

And they found a servant from among Our servants to whom we had given mercy from us and had taught
him from Us a [certain] knowledge.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:65

COMMENTARY ON 18:65 — MERCY BEFORE KNOWLEDGE

Allah describes al-Khidr with two gifts: “to whom we had given mercy from us”, and “had taught him
from Us a [certain] knowledge”. Mercy is mentioned before knowledge. True knowledge comes from
the mercy of Allah, and leads to mercy.

The Quran does not mention his name. His name is known from the authentic Hadith — al-Khadir,
commonly called al-Khidr. The Messenger of Allah £ himself explained why he was given this name:

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 3402
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah 4= & 2 Narrated that the Prophet ¢ said: “He was named al-Khadir (al-Khidr) because

he sat on a patch of barren white land, and it began to stir with green growth behind him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Muhammad ibn Sa‘id al-Asbahani, from ‘Abdullah
ibn al-Mubarak, from Ma'mar ibn Rashid, from Hammam ibn Munabbih, from Abu Hurayrah «¢ &1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets (Kitab Ahadith al-
Anbiya’), chapter on the story of al-Khidr with Moses, Hadith No. 3402.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3402

The scholars differ on whether al-Khidr was a prophet or a righteous friend of Allah (walf). Many scholars,
including Ibn Kathir, hold that he was a prophet, based on his words “And I did it not of my own accord”
(18:82) — that is, by revelation. Allah knows best. Tafsir |bn Kathir 18:65
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THE MANNERS OF A SEEKER OF KNOWLEDGE

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:66-70

@V”L»J&M&wd&@\&@f:ﬁdb

Moses said to him, "May | follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what you have been taught
of sound judgement?"

wtb@”“uldu\db

He said, "Indeed, with me you will never be able to have patience.
£ P - -
z> 2 5 w5 -y ~ 5 24 Ty
And how can you have patience for what you do not encompass in knowledge?"
= 5 T /H A o 4 o 1 %

[Moses] said, "You will find me, if Allah wills, patient, and | will not disobey you in [any] order."

4 -
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He said, "Then if you follow me, do not ask me about anything until | make to you about it mention."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:66-70

COMMENTARY ON 18:66—70 — A REQUEST FuLL OF ADAB

First: Asking permission. “May I follow you on [the condition] that you teach me from what you
have been taught”. A prophet asks humbly: may I follow you? And he describes that knowledge as
“what you have been taught” — not as al-Khidr's own.

Second: An honest teacher. “Indeed, with me you will never be able to have patience” — because
“how can you have patience for what you do not encompass in knowledge?” People find it hard to
be patient with what they do not understand.

Third: A promise with in sha Allah. “You will find me, if Allah wills, patient”. Moses ;M\ Aj.c tied
his patience to the will of Allah.

Fourth: The teacher’s condition. “do not ask me about anything until | make to you about it
mention”. There are times when a student must wait for the explanation to come in its time.
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HADITH — SAHIH MusLim, No. 2699
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «s & 2 said: The Messenger of Allah L& said: “Whoever relieves a believer of one of

the hardships of this world, Allah will relieve him of one of the hardships of the Day of Resurrection
... Allah helps His servant as long as the servant helps his brother. Whoever follows a path seeking
knowledge, Allah will make easy for him, thereby, a path to Paradise. No people gather in one of the
houses of Allah, reciting the Book of Allah and studying it among themselves, except that tranquillity
descends upon them, mercy covers them, the angels surround them, and Allah mentions them among
those who are with Him ...”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya ibn Yahya al-Tamimi, Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shaybah
and Muhammad ibn al-'‘Ala’ al-Hamdani, from Abu Mu‘awiyah, from Sulayman al-A‘mash, from Abu Salih,

from Abu Hurayrah «= & )
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Remembrance, Supplication, Repentance

and Seeking Forgiveness, chapter on the virtue of gathering to recite the Qur'an and for remembrance, Hadith
No. 2699. The translation above is abridged (...).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim, the second most authentic book of Hadith after Sahih al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2699a

This Hadith explains the reward of a journey like that of Prophet Moses }w\ 4:1: whoever follows a

path seeking knowledge, Allah will make easy for him a path to Paradise.
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STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

THE SHIP THAT WAS TORN OPEN

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:71-73
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So they set out, until when they had embarked on the ship, al-Khidhr tore it open. [Moses] said, "Have you
torn it open to drown its people? You have certainly done a grave thing."
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[Al-Khidhr] said, "Did | not say that with me you would never be able to have patience?"
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[Moses] said, "Do not blame me for what | forgot and do not cover me in my matter with difficulty."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:71-73

COMMENTARY ON 18:71-73 — THE FIRST EVENT

First: A shocking act. They boarded a ship, and the Hadith mentions that its owners carried them
without payment because they recognised al-Khidr. Yet “al-Khidhr tore it open”. Moses ;fk:d\ ch at

once objected: “Have you torn it open to drown its people?”

Second: A reminder. “Did | not say that with me you would never be able to have patience?”

Third: Forgetfulness. “Do not blame me for what | forgot”. The Messenger of Allah £ said in al-

Bukhari's narration: “The first was from Moses out of forgetfulness.” As the bearer of a divine law, he
could not stay silent at a wrong.
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A Boy

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:74-76
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So they set out, until when they met a boy, al-Khidhr killed him. [Moses] said, "Have you killed a pure soul
for other than [having killed] a soul? You have certainly done a deplorable thing."
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[Al-Khidhr] said, "Did | not tell you that with me you would never be able to have patience?"
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[Moses] said, "If | should ask you about anything after this, then do not keep me as a companion. You have
obtained from me an excuse."
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Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:74-76

COMMENTARY ON 18:74-76 — THE SECOND EVENT
First: A heavier act. They met a boy, and “al-Khidhr killed him”. The objection of Moses ;-‘)u\ :Jc

was stronger: “Have you killed a pure soul for other than [having killed] a soul?” and “You have
certainly done a deplorable thing”.

Second: A firmer reminder. This time al-Khidr added the words “to you”: “Did I not tell you”. Sufyan
ibn ‘Uyaynah said in the Hadith of al-Bukhari 122: “and this is more emphatic.”

Third: Moses sets a condition on himself. “If | should ask you about anything after this, then do
not keep me as a companion”.

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2662
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TRANSLATION:
Ubayy ibn Ka'b a= & s>, said: The Messenger of Allah £ said: “The boy whom al-Khidr killed was

created (destined) to be a disbeliever. Had he lived, he would have overburdened his parents with
transgression and disbelief.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from ‘Abdullah ibn Maslamah ibn Qa‘nab, from Mu'tamir ibn
Sulayman, from his father, Sulayman al-Taymi, from Ragabah ibn Masgalah, from Abu Ishaq al-Sabi‘i, from

Sa'id ibn Jubayr, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas L.z il o2, from Ubayy ibn Ka'b 4 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Divine Decree (Kitab al-Qadar), Hadith No.
2662.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim, the second most authentic book of Hadith after Sahih al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2662a

IMPORTANT — NOT TO BE IMITATED

Al-Khidr’s actions were done by revelation from Allah, who knows the unseen — “And I did it not of my
own accord”. Now that revelation has ended, no one is permitted to do anything like this on the pretext

of “inner knowledge” or “inspiration”. lbn ‘Abbas Ly i 2 Wrote to @ man who asked about killing

children in war: do not kill them, unless you know what al-Khidr knew about the boy — which is
impossible (Sahih Muslim 1812).
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STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

THE WALL ABOUT TO COLLAPSE

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:77-78
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So they set out, until when they came to the people of a town, they asked its people for food, but they
refused to offer them hospitality. And they found therein a wall about to collapse, so al-Khidhr restored it.
[Moses] said, "If you wished, you could have taken for it a payment.”

z2 - o/r\‘ /7: 9/ P ;/ }w’ 7// . g /./.
[Al-Khidhr] said, "This is parting between me and you. | will inform you of the interpretation of that about
which you could not have patience."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:77-78

COMMENTARY ON 18:77-78 — THE THIRD EVENT

First: A miserly town. They came to a town and asked for food, but “they refused to offer them
hospitality”.

Second: Kindness to those who were unkind. “And they found therein a wall about to collapse, so
al-Khidhr restored it”. Moses 23/&:3\ Jc said: “If you wished, you could have taken for it a payment”.

This time it was not an objection to a wrong, but a suggestion.
Third: Parting. “This is parting between me and you”. Moses ;ou\ Ajc kept the condition he had set

for himself. The Messenger of Allah &€ said: “May Allah have mercy on Moses. We would have loved

him to have been patient, so that more of their story would have been told to us.”
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THREE SECRETS REVEALED

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:79-82
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As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea. So | intended to cause defect in it as there was
after them a king who seized every [good] ship by force.
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And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we feared that he would overburden them by
transgression and disbelief.
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So we intended that their Lord should substitute for them one better than him in purity and nearer to mercy.
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And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and there was beneath it a treasure for them,
and their father had been righteous. So your Lord intended that they reach maturity and extract their
treasure, as a mercy from your Lord. And | did it not of my own accord. That is the interpretation of that
about which you could not have patience.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:79-82

COMMENTARY ON 18:79-82 — THE AWAITED INTERPRETATION

First: The ship. “As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea”. Al-Khidr damaged it
“as there was after them a king who seized every [good] ship by force”. A small damage saved the
ship from being lost altogether.

Second: The boy. “his parents were believers, and we feared that he would overburden them by
transgression and disbelief”, and Allah would replace him with “one better than him in purity and
nearer to mercy”. The parents’ grief that day was a mercy that preserved their faith.
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Third: The wall. “And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city”, and “their father
had been righteous”. A father’s righteousness protected his children’s wealth after his death. Tafsir Ibn
Kathir 18:82

Fourth: Adab in language. Notice the change of pronoun in the three interpretations: for the ship, al-
Khidr said “I intended” — attributing the defect to himself; for the boy, “we feared”; and for the wall,
“your Lord intended” — attributing the complete good to Allah. The exegetes mention this as courtesy
(adab) towards Allah.

What Is Seen (Outward) The Hidden Wisdom
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Figure 2: Three events — what is seen outwardly, and the wisdom hidden behind it.

Figure 2 compares the outward and the hidden wisdom of all three events. The final verse closes them
all: “And I did it not of my own accord”.
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THE KNOWLEDGE OF ALLAH AND His DECREE

This story is a living picture of Allah’s words: “But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you;
and perhaps you love a thing and it is bad for you”. “And Allah Knows, while you know not”
(2:216).

In our lives there are “ships” that are suddenly damaged, losses that grieve us, and kindness that is not
returned. We are not given the interpretation as Moses ;-31:.5\ :lc was. But we are given certainty that

Allah is All-Knowing and All-Wise.

And the knowledge of Allah has no shore: “If the sea were ink for [writing] the words of my Lord, the
sea would be exhausted before the words of my Lord were exhausted” (18:109) — a verse in the
same surah, as if echoing the parable of the sparrow and the sea.

So the prayer taught to the Messenger of Allah &€ is: “My Lord, increase me in knowledge” (20:114).
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WHAT THE QUR’AN DOES NOT TELL

STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

The story of al-Khidr has become the subject of many folk tales and unauthentic reports. Guided by the
Hadith in Sahih al-Bukhari 4485 (Series 1), we do not make outside details part of the story we believe in.

PoPULAR STORIES AND WHAT REVELATION SAYS

THE POPULAR STORY WHAT THE QUR’AN AND AUTHENTIC HADITH SAY

Al-Khidr is still alive today, meeting saints and
righteous people.

The full name, lineage and homeland of al-Khidr (e.g.

Balya ibn Malkan).

The exact location of the junction of the two seas.

The name of the boy who was killed and the name of
the king who seized the ships.

The treasure beneath the wall was a golden tablet
inscribed with words of wisdom.

Al-Khidr can be used as an argument for abandoning
the Shariah in the name of “knowledge of reality”.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE

Not established in any authentic Hadith. Many
scholars, including Imam al-Bukhari, held that he has
died, citing: “And We did not grant to any man before
you eternity [on earth]” (21:34).

Not mentioned in the Qur'an. Authentic Hadith only
mentions his title, al-Khadir, and its reason (Sahih al-
Bukhari 3402).

Not mentioned in any authentic text. The exegetes’
opinions differ and cannot be confirmed.

Not mentioned in the Qur'an or authentic Hadith.

The Qur'an only mentions “a treasure for them”
(18:82). The details are not established by authentic
reports.

MUST BE REJECTED. Al-Khidr acted by revelation
(18:82). The Shariah of Prophet Muhammad &g

binds all people until the Day of Resurrection.

are therefore not included in this eBook.

REFERENCES:

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

Several places have been proposed as “the junction of the two seas” — among them the meeting of the
Gulf of Suez and the Gulf of Agaba at the tip of the Sinai Peninsula, the Strait of Bab al-Mandab, and the
Strait of Gibraltar. Ibn Kathir reports from Qatadah that it was the meeting of the Persian and Roman seas,
but these reports are scholarly opinion, not revealed text.

Claim not included. So far there is no archaeological finding that can be authentically linked to the story
of Prophet Moses ;‘;LWA\ Lvlc and al-Khidr — whether the rock, the ship, the town or the wall. Claims on the

internet about the “real location” or “the tomb of al-Khidr” are not supported by peer-reviewed research, and

The lessons of this story do not depend on its location. The Qur'an itself does not name the place, because
what matters is knowledge, adab and certainty in the wisdom of Allah.
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STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-‘Azim, commentary on 18:60. https:/tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/18/60

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 24 / 30


https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/18/60

STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

PATIENCE IN SEEKING KNOWLEDGE

Prophet Moses }w\ 4:19 was among the messengers of firm resolve (Ulul ‘Azm), to whom Allah spoke.

Yet he was willing to travel far, humble himself before a servant of Allah, and admit his mistakes. This
story teaches that knowledge is not gained through arrogance, and wisdom is not understood in
haste.

A BRIEF COMPARISON

PARTY ATTITUDE AND LESSON

Travelled far to seek knowledge, asked permission
Moses with adab, was firm against outward wrong, and kept
his word (18:60-78)

A loyal servant; honestly admitted his forgetfulness

Yusha“ibn Nun (18:63)

A servant given mercy and knowledge; honest about
Al-Khidr the limits of his student’s patience, and acted by
revelation (18:65-82)

Believers whose faith was preserved through a trial

The boy’s parents (18:80-81)

His righteousness was the reason his children’s

The father of the two orphans wealth was preserved (18:82)

LESSONS FROM THIS STORY

First: Attribute knowledge to Allah — say “Allah knows best”. (Sahih al-Bukhari 122).
Second: There is no age or rank limit for seeking knowledge. (18:60).

Third: A seeker of knowledge asks with adab and humility. (18:66).

Fourth: Patience is a condition for understanding. (18:67-68).

Fifth: Tie every promise to in sha Allah. (18:69).

Sixth: Behind every hardship there is wisdom we do not know. (18:79-82; 2:216).
Seventh: Parents’ righteousness benefits their children. (18:82).

Eighth: The Shariah cannot be abandoned in the name of “inner knowledge”. (18:82; Sahih Muslim
1812).

Ninth: Allah’s knowledge has no shore; ask “My Lord, increase me in knowledge”. (18:109; 20:114).
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CONCLUSION

Each of us is on a journey like that of Moses ;ou\ ajc — boarding the “ship” of life, meeting events we

do not understand, and sometimes hastening to judge. The story at the junction of the two seas invites us
to pause and say: Allah knows best.

May Allah increase our knowledge, adorn it with adab and patience, and make us content with every
decree of His. Rabbi zidnr ‘ilma. Amin.

In sha Allah, the series Stories from the Qur’an will continue with the story of Prophet Moses ;uu\ djc

Part 6 — with the same method: the Qur'an, authentic Hadith, and solid archaeological findings only.
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STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

SUPPORT & DONATIONS

This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website guranscience.my and publishing further eBooks —
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadagah jariyah).

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261

SURAH SABA’ 34:39
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Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But

whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers."
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2588
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «« & 2, Narrated that the Messenger of Allah £L&said: “Charity does not decrease wealth.

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.”
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STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility,
Hadith No. 2588.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588

HADITH — SAHIH MusLim, No. 1631
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & 2, harrated that the Messenger of Allah L& said: “When a person dies, his deeds

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child
who prays for him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa'id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim: 1631

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA
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https://sunnah.com/narrator/1012
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1526
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4521
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4396
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4396
https://sunnah.com/muslim:1631

STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN AT THE JUNCTION OF THE TWO SEAS

CHE ALIM B CHE
HARON

Malaysia National QR

Scan this QR to pay CHE ALIM B CHE HARON

Scan the QR code above (DuitNow, Malaysia) to donate.

International donors: click the DONATE button or visit paypal.me/quranscience
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