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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK

This book’s cover does not depict any human being or animal. It shows the oasis of Madinah at dusk:
green date-palm groves heavy with ripe fruit, low mud-brick houses roofed with palm fronds, and in
their midst a simple mosque — mud-brick walls, palm-trunk pillars and a roof of palm fronds, with no
dome and no minaret. In the distance stretches the reddish range of Mount Uhud beneath a wide sky.

This is the city where the Messenger of Allah £ spent the last ten years of his life: in this mosque he

prayed, taught and sat with his Companions, and among these palm groves he walked, ate and rested.
Anas <o 4l 2, said that on the day he arrived in Madinah, everything in it became bright (ash-

Shama'’il 393). There is no one in the picture, yet through the narrations of the Companions in this book,
itis as though we behold him walking its lanes.

The dark blue band at the bottom, framed by fine gold lines, is where the author’'s name appears.
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PART ONE

None More Beautiful

Chapters 1-7 of ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah

His Appearance, the Seal of Prophethood, His Hair, Grey Hairs, Dye and Kohl
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NONE MORE BEAUTIFUL

This book continues the series The Prophet’s Sirah. Where the Sirah followed the life journey of the
Messenger of Allah £ from birth to death, this book, The Shama’il of the Prophets, brings us closer

to his person — his appearance, clothing, food, speech, worship and character — following the chapter
order of a very famous book: ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah by Imam at-Tirmidhi.

This first book covers chapters 1 to 7 of that work: his physical form, the seal of prophethood, his hair,
how he combed it, his grey hairs, dye, and kohl — 83 narrations in all. We present the sahih and hasan
narrations in Hadith boxes, while weak narrations are explained in Note boxes.

Why know his appearance? Because love is born of knowing. The Companions who saw him preserved
every detail, so that later generations — including us — could know him through their words.

Grades of the Narrations in Chapters 1-7 of ash-Shama'il (53 narrations)

Ch. 2: Seal of prophethood —_ B!
oo [ A
Ch. 4: Combing _

=)

mmm Sahih
Ch. 7: Kohl _ ) mmm Hasan
Da'if (weak)
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Number of narrations
Grades according to the edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i (sunnah.com). “Sahih” includes “sahih chain”.

Figure 1: The grades of the narrations in chapters 1-7 of ash-Shama'il.

Note: The Quranic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadlith is stated in its box, based on the
edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za’i as shown on sunnah.com. The physical description of the Messenger of Allah %% is given in

words only, without any drawing, out of respect for him.
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GETTING TO KNOW ASH-SHAMA’IL

The word shama'’il is the plural of shimal, meaning qualities, nature and manners. In the terminology of
hadith scholars, ash-Shama’il is the field that gathers narrations about the physical features and

character of the Messenger of Allah £, and his manners and habits in daily life.

Ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah is the most famous book in this field. Imam at-Tirmidhi arranged it in
56 chapters, beginning with his appearance and ending with the chapter on seeing him in a dream, with
more than 400 narrations with full chains.

This book has been explained by many scholars, including Jam* al-Wasa’il by Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari and al-
Mawahib al-Laduniyyah by Shaykh Ibrahim al-Bajuri. In modern times, Shaykh Nasir ad-Din al-Albani
abridged it in Mukhtasar ash-Shama’il, removing weak narrations, and Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i graded
every chain.

In the Malay world, this book is also known and taught in pondok schools and mosques, especially through
al-Bajuri's commentary. Studying it is a way to bring love for the Messenger of Allah &€ to life in the

heart.
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IMAM AT-TIRMIDHI

His full name was Abu ‘Isa Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn Sawrah at-Tirmidhi. He was born around 209 AH
near Tirmidh, a town on the banks of the Jayhun (Amu Darya) river, in today’s Uzbekistan.

He travelled in search of hadith to Khurasan, Iraq and the Hijaz, and studied with great imams such as
Imam al-Bukhari, Inam Muslim and Imam Abu Dawud. He was al-Bukhari’s closest student, and often
quoted his teacher’s judgements on narrators and hadiths.

His greatest work is al-Jami* (Sunan at-Tirmidhi), one of the six major hadith collections. He also wrote
ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah and al-‘llal. In his last years he became blind, and he died in 279 AH.

NOTE: AL-BUKHARI’S PRAISE OF HIS STUDENT

Adh-Dhahabi relates that Imam al-Bukhari once said to at-Tirmidhi: “What | have benefited from you is more
than what you have benefited from me.” These words show at-Tirmidhi's brilliance and standing with his
teacher, though they are conveyed through biographical works rather than a chain examined in detail.

REFERENCES:
adh-Dhahabi, Siyar A'lam an-Nubala’ (biography of at-Tirmidhi); Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib at-Tahdhib.

Imam at-Tirmidhi was also known for piety and much weeping out of fear of Allah. Adh-Dhahabi relates
that he wept until he went blind at the end of his life. His great learning did not make him proud, but
increased his fear of Allah.
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THE METHOD OF THIS BOOK

Ash-Shama'il contains narrations of various grades. Imam at-Tirmidhi, like the hadith scholars of his
time, narrated with full chains so that readers could judge for themselves. So some of its narrations are
sahih, some hasan, and some weak (da'if).

In this book we hold to three principles: (1) sahih and hasan narrations are presented in Hadith boxes
with linked chains; (2) weak narrations are explained in Note boxes, and if their meaning is supported by
other sahih narrations, that support is mentioned; and (3) the grade of every narration is stated clearly.

The grades used are those of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za’i as shown on sunnah.com, and we sometimes
mention Shaykh al-Albani’s grade where they differ. Differences between hadith scholars are normal, and
they show their care in guarding the Sunnah.

Figure 1 shows that of the 53 narrations in chapters 1-7, about two-thirds are sahih or hasan. This means
the basic picture of the appearance of the Messenger of Allah &€ reaches us through firm narrations.

This method is in line with the Prophet's warning &€: “Whoever narrates from me a hadith he knows to

be false is one of the liars” (Sahih Muslim, Introduction). So we are careful in attributing anything to him.
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CHAPTER 1: HiS PHYSICAL FORM

The first chapter of ash-Shama'il is titled “What has come about the form of the Messenger of Allah
£e”. It contains 14 narrations from Companions who saw him with their own eyes: Anas ibn Malik, al-

Bara’ ibn ‘Azib, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, Jabir ibn Samurah, Abu Hurayrah, Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah, Abu at-Tufayl and
others - & @2
These Companions were not painters, but they were very precise with words. They used comparisons

the Arabs understood: the moon, silver, a sword, and named every feature with exact terms. Later
scholars explained these terms one by one.

All these Companions described him with love, not mere observation. They remembered every detail
because they loved him dearly — and that love preserved these narrations until they reached us.
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NEITHER TOO TALL NOR SHORT

The first narration in ash-Shama'il comes from Anas ibn Malik s &\ 2, Who served the Messenger

of Allah £ for ten years:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 1

P4 o~ o~ or - s So Srol ;s S war

O;«cue)\,\.pd\gmjupcuA\UJbupcwuw;LJj\u

S o Sa -2
3

j.EJLu.M) (l.ujc\.lcm\‘}am\dyjd{ d,mcwa\cdlb O

Z.

Y_g CM‘ u\x;-b YJ CCJYL’ YJ ‘U‘VY‘ UQ“YL’ Y_g CML; YJ C L/j‘

f&uu\lbj ‘Wﬂ“&(‘bb cwuw)\ w\)dcd\x&\c\wckmdb

G - s os G s ow R S oo

oj’wﬂ d)fo.& d...;-j Mb LB wd_} (A uv\.wu Lf“‘) &c ‘}L’u AUJ‘ obj} ‘L}W"’
Al

”,

TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik <= 4‘53\ o2, said: “The Messenger of Allah i$€ was neither very tall nor short; neither
pale white nor tawny; his hair was neither tightly curled nor completely straight. Allah the Exalted sent

him at the age of forty. He stayed in Makkah ten years and in Madinah ten years, and Allah took him at the
age of sixty, with not even twenty white hairs on his head and beard.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Abu Raja’ Qutaybah ibn Sa'id, from Malik ibn Anas,
from Rabi‘ah ibn Abi ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from Anas ibn Malik 4= 4! 52,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 1; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 3547 and Sahih Muslim No. 2347.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Its meaning is in
Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:1

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Anas used the style “not too... nor too...” — as if each of his features stood at the most balanced middle
point. Scholars note that this physical balance reflects the balance of his teaching: neither extreme nor
neglectful.

This hadith also summarises the timeline of prophethood: sent at 40, living in Makkah and Madinah, and
dying at around 60. More precise narrations state he lived in Makkah for 13 years and died at 63; scholars
explain that Anas gave round figures without counting the fractions.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

And notice a very personal detail: his grey hairs were fewer than twenty. Only someone very close to
him — like Anas, who served him daily — could know such a fine detail. We will return to his grey hairs
in Chapter 5.

This detail also teaches us to honour those who serve and accompany the righteous. Anas began serving
the Messenger of Allah &€ as a boy, and later said that in all those years he never once said “Uff’ to him,

nor asked him why he had done something or why he had not done it (Sahih Muslim 2309). Such
gentleness is part of his perfect character.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

MEDIUM AND UPRIGHT

The following narrations confirm Anas’s description. In the second narration, Anas said: “The Messenger
of Allah 2% was of medium height, neither tall nor short, well-built, his hair neither curly nor straight, his

complexion light brown; when he walked, he walked with a firm stride” (ash-Shama'il 2) — sahih.
Al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib Lese il s, said: “The Messenger of Allah & was a man of medium height, broad

between the shoulders, with thick hair reaching his earlobes, and he wore a red garment. | never saw
anything more beautiful than him” (ash-Shama'il 3) — sahih chain.

In another narration he said: “I never saw anyone with long hair in a red garment more handsome than
the Messenger of Allah*&z” (ash-Shama'il 4) — sahih. It is from al-Bara’s words that the title of this part

is taken: None More Beautiful.

NOTE: ON THE RED GARMENT

Scholars explain that the “hullah hamra™ he wore was not entirely red, but red-striped — a Yemeni cloth with
red lines. Discussion of his clothing will continue in the second book (the chapter on clothing).

”m

REFERENCES:
Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari; Ibn al-Qayyim, Zad al-Ma‘ad — chapter on clothing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

‘ALI IBN ABI TALIB’S DESCRIPTION

‘Al ibn Abi Talib e 4| 2, his cousin and son-in-law who grew up in his home, gives a more detailed

description:
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TRANSLATION:
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib <= & 2, said: “The Prophet g was neither tall nor short; his palms and feet were

thick and firm; his head was large; his joints were large; the line of hair from his chest to his navel
was long. When he walked, he leaned forward as if descending a slope. | never saw anyone like him,

before him or after him*&g.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Isma'il (al-Bukhari), from Abu
Nu‘aym al-Fadl ibn Dukayn, from al-Mas'‘udi, from ‘Uthman ibn Muslim ibn Hurmuz, from Nafi' ibn Jubayr ibn

Mut‘im, from ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 4= &) @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 5; also Jami‘ at-
Tirmidhi No. 3637 (hasan sahih).

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. At-Tirmidhi graded
it hasan sahih in his Jami'.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:5

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

‘Ali’s description stresses strength: firm hands and feet, large joints. He was not physically weak; he dug
the Trench, fought at Badr and Uhud, and walked long distances. His gait — leaning forward as if
descending a slope — shows an energetic, purposeful stride, neither lazy nor swaggering.

NOTE: ‘ALI'S LONG NARRATION (ASH-SHAMA’IL 7)

At-Tirmidhi also narrates a longer description by ‘Ali through Ibrahim ibn Muhammad, ‘Ali's grandson. It
includes: his face was somewhat round, fair with a reddish tint, intensely black eyes, long eyelashes;
“Whoever saw him unexpectedly was awed by him, and whoever came to know him loved him.”

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 19 / 266


https://sunnah.com/narrator/6817
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1548
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4425
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5557
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5557
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7846
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5722
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6817
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1548
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1548
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4425
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5557
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7846
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7846
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5722
https://sunnah.com/shamail:5

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

This narration’s chain is weak because it is broken between Ibrahim ibn Muhammad and ‘Ali. Yet most of its
content is supported by other sahih narrations in this chapter.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 7 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:7
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE HADITH OF HIND IBN ABI HALAH

The longest narration in this chapter comes from al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali \..= I 2, Who asked his uncle,

Hind ibn Abi Halah, about the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £%. Hind was his stepson

(Khadijah'’s son by a previous husband), and was known for his skill in description.

NOTE: THE HADITH OF HIND IBN ABI HALAH (ASH-SHAMA'IL 8)

Among Hind's descriptions: his face shone like the moon on the night it is full his forehead was broad;
his eyebrows arched and not joined, with a vein between them that swelled when he was angry; his beard
thick; his neck like the neck of a statue carved in silver; his chest broad; the soles of his feet so smooth that
water did not settle on them.

On his manner: “He often looked down; his gaze at the ground was longer than at the sky; he walked
behind his Companions, and was first to greet whomever he met.”

This narration’s chain is weak because it contains an unknown narrator (@ man of Banu Tamim). Even so, it
is very famous, and much of its content agrees with sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 8 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:8

From this narration we also learn the etiquette of seeking knowledge: al-Hasan, his grandson, asked
one who knew more. He said: “I wished him to describe something | could hold on to.” The generations
after the Companions longed for him, and strove to know him through those who had seen him.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

MOUTH, EYES AND HEELS

Jabir ibn Samurah L &) 2. described three features in very concise terms:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 9
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TRANSLATION:
Simak ibn Harb said: | heard Jabir ibn Samurah L= I &2, say: “The Messenger of Allah*% was dali*

al-fam (wide-mouthed), ashkal al-‘ayn (with long eye-slits), and manhus al-‘aqib (with little flesh on his
heels).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Abu Musa Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna, from
Muhammad ibn Ja‘far (Ghundar), from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from Simak ibn Harb, from Jabir ibn Samurah

b A (2.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 9; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2339.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:9

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

In this narration, the narrator Shu‘bah asked his teacher Simak about the meaning of each term, and
Simak explained: dali* al-fam means a wide mouth; ashkal al-‘ayn means a long eye-slit; and manhus
al-‘aqib means a heel with little flesh. To the Arabs, a wide mouth was a sign of eloquence, and long
eyes a sign of beauty.

Notice the precision of the hadith narrators: they were not content with the words alone, but asked their
meaning so they would not be misunderstood. This is the trust of knowledge that guarded the Sunnah for
centuries.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“No, RATHER LIKE THE MOON”

The most famous comparison for the face of the Messenger of Allah £ is with the moon:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 11
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Ishaq said: A man asked al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib Lee h &2 “Was the face of the Messenger of Allah%

like a sword?” He said: “No, rather like the moon.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Sufyan ibn Waki‘, from Humayd ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ar-Ru'asi, from Zuhayr ibn Mu‘awiyah, from Abu Ishaq as-Sabi'i, from al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib Lege &1 42

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 11; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 3552.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:11

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The man asking may have imagined a long face gleaming like a sword blade. Al-Bara’ rejected that: his
face was slightly rounded and softly radiant like the moon, not long and sharp. Moonlight soothes
rather than dazzles — so was his face to those who looked at him.

NOTE: “MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN THE MOON” (ASH-SHAMA’IL 10)
Jabir ibn Samurah said: I saw the Messenger of Allah &€ on a moonlit night, wearing a red garment. | looked

at him and at the moon; to me he was more beautiful than the moon.”

This narration is very famous, but its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i because of the narrator
Ash‘ath ibn Sawwar. It is also in Jami* at-Tirmidhi (No. 2811), where it is likewise graded weak. Its basic
meaning — his face like the moon — is authentic through al-Bara’s hadith above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 10; Jami' at-Tirmidhi No. 2811. https:/sunnah.com/shamail:10

This also reminds us that the true beauty of the Messenger of Allah £€ was not only in his face, but in

the light of guidance he brought. That moon-like face lit up the world with the Qur'an and the Sunnah.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

AS IF FASHIONED FROM SILVER

Abu Hurayrah <« & 2 gave another comparison: “The Messenger of Allah & was white, as if

fashioned from silver, his hair slightly wavy” (ash-Shama'il 12) — hasan. Silver gives the image of skin
that is fair and shining, but not pallid.

Scholars combine the narrations on his complexion: Anas said “neither pale white nor dark”, and in
another narration “light brown”. The conclusion is that he was radiant white with a reddish tint, the most
beautiful colour in the Arabs’ eyes.

Abu at-Tufayl «= &) 2., the last Companion to die, said: ‘I saw the Prophet &, and there is no one

left on the face of the earth who saw him except me.” Asked to describe him, he said: “He was white,
pleasant-faced, and of medium build” (ash-Shama'il 14) — sahih. Abu at-Tufayl died around 100-110 AH;
with his death the age of the Companions ended.

NOTE: LIGHT BETWEEN HIS TEETH (ASH-SHAMA'IL 15)

Ibn ‘Abbas narrated that his front teeth were slightly apart, and when he spoke it looked as if light came out
from between them. This narration’s chain is very weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i, so it cannot be relied
upon.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 15 — very weak chain. https://sunnah.com/shamail:15
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE PROPHETS SHOWN TO HIM

The first chapter also contains a fascinating hadith: the Messenger of Allah &€ himself described the

appearance of some prophets who were shown to him:
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TRANSLATION:
Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah Lo A 2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah & said: “The prophets were shown

to me. Musa };u\ e:lc was a lean man, as if he were one of the men of Shanu’ah. | saw ‘Isa son of Maryam
E.uu\ «Je, and the closest in resemblance to him | have seen is ‘Urwah ibn Mas'ud. I saw Ibrahim ajc
’Q‘S):.S\, and the closest in resemblance to him is your companion — meaning himself. And | saw Jibril

;pu\ Ajc and the closest in resemblance to him is Dihyah.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id, from al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, from
Abu az-Zubayr, from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah Lags &) 52,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 13; also Sahih
Muslim No. 167.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:13

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
This hadith shows that the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £ most resembled the Prophet

Ibrahim }5\13\ é:)c father of the prophets and his ancestor. This is an honour: Allah made the line of

Ibrahim — who built the Ka'bah — visible in the face of the last Prophet, who completed the religion of
[brahim.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

It also explains why Jibril g.;u\ 4:19 sometimes came in the form of Dihyah al-Kalbi, a Companion known

for his handsome looks. Companions such as Umm Salamah once saw Jibril in Dihyah’s form without
realising it.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 2: THE SEAL OF PROPHETHOOD

Khatam an-nubuwwah — “the seal of prophethood” — was a physical mark between the shoulders of
the Messenger of Allah £, closer to the left shoulder. It was mentioned in earlier scriptures as one of the

signs of the final Prophet, and some people of the Book recognised him by it.

The second chapter of ash-Shama'il contains 8 narrations about the seal. The Companions described it
with various images: the button of a canopy, a pigeon’s egg, a clenched fist, a cluster of hairs. These
differences do not contradict; each Companion described what he saw from a different angle and at a
different time.

The name “seal” also carries a deeper meaning. Allah says that Muhammad is “the Messenger of Allah
and the seal of the prophets” (Al-Ahzab 33:40). The physical mark on his back was like a seal that
closes and confirms the chain of prophethood.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 27 / 266



THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LIKE THE BUTTON OF A CANOPY

As-Sa'ib ibn Yazid s il 2 saw the seal when he was still a child:
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TRANSLATION:
As-Sa'ib ibn Yazid <= &I &2 said: My maternal aunt took me to the Prophet ££€ and said: “O Messenger of
Allah, my sister's son is ill.” So he stroked my head and prayed for blessing for me. Then he performed

ablution, and | drank from the water of his ablution. | stood behind him, and I looked at the seal between
his shoulders, and it was like the button of a bridal canopy.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Abu Raja’ Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id, from Hatim ibn
Isma‘il, from al-Ja'd ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from as-Sa'ib ibn Yazid «e &l .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 16; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 190 and Sahih Muslim No. 2345.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:16

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith shows the tenderness of the Messenger of Allah £ towards children: he stroked the head

of a sick boy, prayed for him, and let him come close. As-Sa’ib lived long and was among the last
Companions to die in Madinah. His student saw him at 94 still strong and upright, and as-Sa’ib said his
hearing and sight remained because of the Prophet's prayer (Sahih al-Bukhari 3540).

NOTE: LIKE A PIGEON’S EGG (ASH-SHAMA'IL 17-19)

At-Tirmidhi narrates from Jabir ibn Samurah that the seal was “like a reddish pigeon’s egg”. At-Tirmidhi's
chain is weak, but its meaning is authentic, for Imam Muslim narrated it from Jabir ibn Samurah through
another chain: “like a pigeon’s egg, its colour resembling the colour of his body” (Sahih Muslim 2344).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Rumaythah’s narration (No. 18) about the Throne shaking at the death of Sa‘'d ibn Mu‘adh has a weak chain
here, but the event itself is authentic in Sahih al-Bukhari No. 3803.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il 17-19; Sahih Muslim 2344; Sahih al-Bukhari 3803. https://sunnah.com/muslim:2344a
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“A CLUSTER OF HAIRS”

Abu Zayd ‘Amr ibn Akhtab 4« & 2 once touched the seal with his own hand, at the Prophet's request:
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Zayd ‘Amr ibn Akhtab al-Ansari 4= & &2 said: The Messenger of Allah £ said to me: “O Abu Zayd,

come close to me and rub my back.” So | rubbed his back, and my fingers touched the seal. (The narrator
asked:) “What was the seal?” He said: “A cluster of hairs.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Abu ‘Asim ad-
Dahhak ibn Makhlad, from ‘Azrah ibn Thabit, from ‘liba’ ibn Ahmar al-Yashkuri, from Abu Zayd ‘Amr ibn Akhtab

\
al-Ansari ae ) 42,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 20; also Musnad
Ahmad.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:20

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Notice his warmth: he asked a Companion to rub his back, like a father with a son. In another narration,
he wiped Abu Zayd’s face and prayed for him; the narrator said Abu Zayd lived to 120 with only a few
grey hairs (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 3629 — sahih).

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri 4z 4| 2 described it as “a raised piece of flesh on his back” (ash-Shama'il 22)

— hasan chain. All these descriptions complement each other: it was a slightly raised patch of flesh, the
size of a pigeon’s egg, with some hairs on it.

The differences in the Companions’ descriptions of the seal also show their honesty. They did not
harmonise their stories; each conveyed what he saw in his own words. This is a sign of genuine narration,
not fabrication.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

For believers today, the seal of prophethood is no longer something we can see. But its meaning remains:
Muhammad £ is the final Messenger, and no prophet comes after him. Holding firmly to this belief

protects the Ummah from false claimants to prophethood in every age.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

SALMAN AL-FARISI AND THE SEAL

The most moving story in this chapter is that of Salman al-Farisi << &) 2 Salman came from Persia,

left Zoroastrianism, studied with several Christian monks, and was told by his last teacher of the signs of
the coming prophet: he would not eat charity, he would accept gifts, and between his shoulders
would be the seal of prophethood. Eventually he was sold as a slave and reached Madinah.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA'IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 21
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Buraydah said: | heard my father, Buraydah << &) o2 say. Salman al-Farisi came to the

Messenger of Allah £& when he arrived in Madinah, bringing a tray of fresh dates, and placed it before him.

He asked: “O Salman, what is this?” He said: “Charity for you and your companions.” He said: “Take it away,
for we do not eat charity.” The next day he came with the same and said: “This is a gift for you.” So the

Messenger of Allah £ said to his Companions: “Reach out (and eat).” Then Salman looked at the seal on

the back of the Messenger of Allah%s, and believed in him. Salman was then a slave of some Jews, so
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

the Messenger of Allah £ bought his freedom for a certain number of dirhams, on condition that he plant

date palms for them and Salman work on them until they bore fruit. The Messenger of Allah £ planted all

the palms except one planted by ‘Umar. All bore fruit that same year except that one. He asked about it, and
‘Umar said: “| planted it.” So the Messenger of Allah{:¢ pulled it out and replanted it, and it bore fruit

that same year.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Abu ‘Ammar al-Husayn ibn Hurayth al-Khuza'i, from
‘Ali_ibn al-Husayn ibn Waqid, from al-Husayn ibn Wagid (his father), from ‘Abdullah ibn Buraydah, from

Buraydah ibn al-Husayb e &l 5.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 21; also Musnad
Ahmad.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:21

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Salman tested all three signs one by one: charity refused, the gift accepted, and the seal seen. When
all three were confirmed, he believed at once. This is faith built on knowledge and searching, not mere
imitation.

The palm-tree story shows his miracle and his eagerness to free a slave: the Messenger of Allah &

planted the trees with his own hands, and those he planted bore fruit that same year. Salman’s full story
was touched on in the Sirah series.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“AND FOR YoU ToO”

‘Abdullah ibn Sarjis 4= &) 2 Wished to see the seal, but was shy to ask. The Messenger of Allah 3£

understood his wish without a word:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH No. 23
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Sarjis 4« & 2 said: | came to the Messenger of Allah £& while he was among a group of

his Companions. | went around behind him like this, and he understood what | wanted, so he dropped the
cloak from his back. | saw the place of the seal on his shoulders, like a clenched fist, surrounded by moles
like warts. Then | came around to face him and said: “May Allah forgive you, O Messenger of Allah.” He said:

“And you.” The people asked: “Did the Messenger of Allah &€ ask forgiveness for you?” He said: “Yes, and

for you all,” then recited: “And ask forgiveness for your sin and for the believing men and believing
women” (Muhammad 47:19).

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn al-Migdam Abu al-Ash‘ath al-‘ljli, from
Hammad ibn Zayd, from ‘Asim al-Ahwal, from ‘Abdullah ibn Sarjis «= & &2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 23; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2346.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:23

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The verse he recited was: “and ask forgiveness for your sin and for the believing men and believing
women” (Muhammad 47:19) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 47:19.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

This hadith holds three lessons: (1) his sensitivity to others’ feelings; (2) the good manners of ‘Abdullah
ibn Sarjis in praying for his forgiveness; and (3) his love, returning that prayer and even asking forgiveness
for all believers, including us today.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 3: His HAIR

The third chapter of ash-Shama'il contains 8 narrations about the hair of the Messenger of Allah £&. The

sahih narrations show that its length varied over time: sometimes to the middle of his ears (ash-
Shama'il 24), sometimes to the earlobes (ash-Shama'il 26), and sometimes nearly touching his
shoulders (ash-Shama'il 4).

‘A'ishah L= 4l &2 said: “The Messenger of Allah ££€ and | bathed from one vessel, and his hair was

longer than the earlobes but did not reach the shoulders” (ash-Shama'il 25) — hasan chain. Qatadah
asked Anas about his hair, and Anas replied: “Neither curly nor straight; it reached his earlobes” (ash-
Shama'il 27) — sahih chain.

Scholars explain that he did not regularly shave his head except during Hajj and ‘Umrah. After shaving,
the hair grew back longer, so each Companion described its length at the time he saw it. From this,
scholars concluded that keeping one’s hair neatly is Sunnah, and shaving it is also permissible.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LETTING IT FALL, THEN PARTING IT

One important narration explains a change in his hairstyle:

HADITH AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 30
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TRANSLATION:
Ibn ‘Abbas L &l &2, Narrated: “The Messenger of Allah*sZ used to let his hair fall forward, while the

idolaters used to part their hair and the People of the Book let their hair fall. He liked to agree with the
People of the Book in matters about which he had received no command. Then the Messenger of Allah

¢ parted his hair.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Suwayd ibn Nasr, from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak,
from Yunus ibn Yazid, from [bn Shihab az-Zuhri, from ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Utbah, from lbn ‘Abbas

b A (2.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 30; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 3558 and Sahih Muslim No. 2336.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:30

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

In Makkah, he at first let his hair fall forward like the People of the Book, since they were closer to revealed
religion than the idolaters. Then he parted his hair in the middle, and this style remained until the end
of his life.

Scholars draw a lesson from this hadith about Muslim identity. In matters without a specific command,
he initially inclined towards the People of the Book; later, as the Muslim community grew firm, he set many
features that distinguished Muslims, as with dyeing grey hair (Chapter 6).

This hadith also shows that the Shari‘ah was revealed gradually. In matters without revelation, he chose
what was closest to the truth; then Allah set clearer rulings. This teaches us to understand the Sunnah by
looking at its context and chronology.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Today, many Muslim men choose to keep their hair short, and that too is permissible. What matters is the
intention to follow the Sunnah in cleanliness and neatness, and not imitating styles that symbolise
groups opposed to Islamic values.

Behind all this lies a principle the Messenger of Allah &€ taught clearly: “Allah is beautiful and loves

beauty” (Sahih Muslim 91). Caring for one’s hair and appearance is not vanity when it is done modestly;
it is part of showing gratitude for the body Allah has entrusted to us.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

FOUR BRAIDS IN MAKKAH

NOTE: FOUR BRAIDS (ASH-SHAMA’IL 28 AND 31)
Umm Hani’ bint Abi Talib L= & s, said: “The Messenger of Allah £& came to Makkah (on the day of its
opening) and he had four braids.”

Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i graded both chains weak because Mujahid did not hear from Umm Hani'. Yet Shaykh al-
Albani graded the same narration in Sunan Abi Dawud (No. 4191) as sahih. This is an example of differing
assessments among hadith scholars.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il 28, 31; Sunan Abi Dawud 4191. https://sunnah.com/shamail:28

If this narration is accepted, it shows that on long journeys his long hair was tied or braided to keep it
neat and protected from dust and wind. It was not excessive adornment, but the neatness of a traveller.

From this whole chapter we leam that the Messenger of Allah £ cared for his appearance — clean,

neat, oiled hair — without excess. Cleanliness and neatness are part of a Muslim’s character.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 4: COMBING His HAIR

The fourth chapter of ash-Shama'il discusses tarajjul — combing and grooming the hair. The first
narration comes from ‘A’ishah L= ) 2. used to comb the hair of the Messenger of Allah 3£ while

I was menstruating” (ash-Shama'il 32) — sahih chain; also in Sahih al-Bukhari No. 295.

This hadith contains two lessons. First, marital affection: a wife combing her husband’s hair, and the
husband happily accepting it. Second, the purity of a menstruating woman: her body is not impure, and
she may touch, serve and care for her husband as usual.

This teaching differs greatly from the practice of some past societies that isolated menstruating women
from their families. Islam honours women and rejects the idea that menstruation makes a person dirty
or lowly.

‘A'ishah also narrated that while the Messenger of Allah € was in i'tikaf in the mosque, he would lean

his head into her room, and she would comb his hair while menstruating (Sahih al-Bukhari 2028). I'tikaf
did not stop him from receiving his wife’s affectionate care.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

BEGINNING WITH THE RIGHT

One Sunnah the Messenger of Allah £ held dear was beginning with the right in good matters:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 34
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L &) o2 said: “The Messenger of Allah“Ez loved to begin with the right in his purification

when he purified himself, in combing his hair when he combed it, and in putting on his sandals when
he put them on.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi; from Hannad ibn as-Sari, from Abu al-Ahwas Sallam ibn
Sulaym, from al-Ash‘ath ibn Abi ash-Sha‘tha’, from Abu ash-Sha'tha’ (his father), from Masrug, from ‘A’ishah
e A1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 34; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 168 and Sahih Muslim No. 268.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:34

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Scholars explain the rule: in noble and clean matters — ablution, putting on clothes and sandals, combing
hair, eating, drinking, entering the mosque — the right comes first. In the opposite matters — entering the
toilet, removing sandals, leaving the mosque — the left comes first.

This Sunnah is small, but it turns every daily movement into worship. A Muslim who puts on the right
shoe first in following the Sunnah earns reward in the most ordinary act. Teach it to children from a young
age.

The Sunnah of beginning with the right also teaches us about blessing. Scholars note that the right hand
is used for noble things as a mark of respect for Allah’s blessings, while the left is for cleaning impurities.
Itis a discipline that shapes a Muslim’s manners from childhood.

The Messenger of Allah £ also taught in another hadith: “When one of you eats, let him eat with his right

hand, and when he drinks, let him drink with his right hand” (Sahih Muslim 2020). This Sunnah will be
discussed further in the book on eating and drinking.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NoT OVERDOING GROOMING

The Messenger of Allah £ kept his hair neat, but did not overdo grooming. ‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal

£ 4 2 narrated: “The Messenger of Allah £ forbade combing the hair except now and then” (ash-

Shama'il 35).

NOTE: THE GRADES OF THESE NARRATIONS (ASH-SHAMA’IL 33, 35, 36)

Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i graded all three narrations weak in chain. Narration 33 (he oiled his hair so much that his
head-cloth looked like an oil-seller’s cloth) is weak because of the narrator Yazid ar-Raqgashi.

Yet narration 35 (forbidding combing except now and then) is also in Sunan Abi Dawud No. 4159, and Shaykh
al-Albani graded it sahih. Its meaning is also supported by other hadiths forbidding excess in adornment.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il 33, 35, 36; Sunan Abi Dawud 4159. https://sunnah.com/abudawud:4159

Scholars explain “now and then”: combing is not forbidden, but adornment should not become a main
preoccupation, wasting time and resembling those obsessed with appearance. Islam teaches balance:
neat and clean, but not obsessed with looks.

This lesson is very relevant in the age of social media, when many spend hours on their appearance. The
Messenger of Allah €& taught us to care for ourselves moderately, and spend our time on more

meaningful things.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 5: HiS GREY HAIRS

The fifth chapter of ash-Shama'il discusses the grey hairs of the Messenger of Allah £z. The sahih

narrations agree that he had very few. Anas «¢ A 2 counted them:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 38
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TRANSLATION:
Anas xe 4| 2, said: “I counted no more than fourteen white hairs on the head and beard of the

Messenger of Allah &, ”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishag ibn Mansur and Yahya ibn Musa, from ‘Abd
ar-Razzaq, from Ma'mar ibn Rashid, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik & &l s,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 38.
GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:38

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
Qatadah asked Anas: “Did the Messenger of Allah £ dye his hair?” Anas replied: “He did not reach

that stage; his grey was only at his temples. But Abu Bakr dyed his hair with henna and katam” (ash-
Shama'il 37) — sahih chain.

Jabir ibn Samurah «e 4l o2, added an interesting detail: “When he oiled his hair, the grey did not

show; when it was not oiled, a little showed” (ash-Shama'il 39) — sahih chain. Ibn ‘Umar said his grey
hairs were “about twenty” (ash-Shama'il 40) — hasan.

The figures 14, about 17 and about 20 do not contradict; each Companion counted at a different time,
and some gave round numbers. What is certain is that the Messenger of Allah £% died at 63 with hair

almost entirely black — a sign of the health and vigour Allah granted him.

Grey hair also has an honoured place in Islam. The Messenger of Allah £€ said: “Do not pluck out grey

hairs, for they are the light of a Muslim on the Day of Resurrection” (Sunan Abi Dawud 4202 — hasan
sahih). So grey hair is nothing to be ashamed of, but a sign of a life spent in Islam.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“Hup AND ITS SISTERS”

Though his grey hairs were few, the Companions noticed them and asked. Abu Juhayfah 4¢ & 2

said: “They said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, we see that you have gone grey.” He replied: ‘Hud and its
sisters have made me grey” (ash-Shama'il 42) — hasan.

NOTE: IBN ‘ABBAS’S NARRATION (ASH-SHAMA’IL 41)

In Ibn ‘Abbas’s narration, Abu Bakr said: “O Messenger of Allah, you have gone grey.” He said: “What made
me grey were Hud, al-Wagqi‘ah, al-Mursalat, ‘Amma yatasa’alun and Idha ash-shamsu kuwwirat.”

Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i graded its chain weak due to inconsistency in Abu Ishaq’s narration, but the same narration
in Jami* at-Tirmidhi (No. 3297) is graded sahih by the Darussalam reviewers and Shaykh al-Albani.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il 41-42; Jami' at-Tirmidhi 3297. https://sunnah.com/tirmidhi:3297

Why Surah Hud? Scholars mention, among the reasons, this verse: “So remain on a right course as
you have been commanded” (Hud 11:112) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 11:112.

The command to remain steadfast — upright on the straight path without the slightest deviation — is an
immense responsibility. Those surahs also tell of the destruction of earlier nations and the terrors of the
Last Day. He thought about the fate of his Ummah until its effect showed in his hair. If the Messenger of

Allah £ was so moved by the Qur'an, what of us?
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 6: DYE

The sixth chapter discusses khidab — dyeing hair with henna or other substances. There are two kinds
of narration that seem to differ: Anas said he did not reach the stage of dyeing (ash-Shama'il 37), while

Abu Hurayrah was asked: “Did the Messenger of Allah £ dye his hair?” He said: “Yes” (ash-Shama'il

46) — sahih.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 45
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Rimthah e 4l o2 said: | came to the Messenger of Allah £L& with my son. He asked: “Is this your

son?” | said: “Yes, | bear witness to it.” He said: “He will not bear your sin, nor will you bear his.” He said:
“And | saw that his grey hair was reddish.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani’, from Hushaym ibn Bashir, from
‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Umayr, from lyad ibn Laqit, from Abu Rimthah Rifa‘ah ibn Yathribi at-Taymi «& 41 g2 ..

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 45; also Sunan
Abi Dawud and Sunan an-Nasa'i.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. At-Tirmidhi said: “This is
the best narration on this subject.”

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:45

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

At-Tirmidhi himself said Abu Rimthah’s narration is the best and clearest in this chapter. Scholars
reconcile the differing narrations: he sometimes dyed his few grey hairs, or the reddish colour came from
the perfume he used. Anas himself showed some of his hairs that were reddish (ash-Shama'il 48), and
Umm Salamah kept some of his dyed hairs (Sahih al-Bukhari 5897).

His words to Abu Rimthah, “He will not bear your sin, nor will you bear his”, are a principle of Islamic
justice: each person is responsible for his own deeds. In pre-Islamic society, a son could be killed for his
father’s crime; Islam abolished that unjust custom.

In another hadith, he encouraged his Ummah to dye grey hair. “The Jews and Christians do not dye, so
differ from them” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3462). When Abu Quhafah, Abu Bakr’s father, was brought to him with
hair white as cotton, he said: “Change this colour, but avoid black” (Sahih Muslim 2102).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 7: KOHL

The seventh chapter, the last in this part, discusses kohl. Of the five narrations in this chapter, three are
weak and two hasan. The firmest is:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 53
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TRANSLATION:
Ibn ‘Abbas Lese &) s said: The Messenger of Allah £ said: “The best of your kohl is ithmid; it clears

the sight and makes the eyelashes grow.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id, from Bishr ibn al-Mufaddal,
from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Uthman ibn Khuthaym, from Sa'id ibn Jubayr, from |bn ‘Abbas ez 4! o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 53; also Sunan
Abi Dawud No. 3878.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Abu Dawud.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:53

LEssoNs FROM THIs HADITH
Ithmid is a kind of black kohl stone ground into powder, from the Hijaz and Isfahan. Ibn ‘Umar &) @2

L= also narrated the same encouragement: “Use ithmid, for it clears the sight and makes the eyelashes

grow” (ash-Shama'’il 54) — hasan chain.

NOTE: KOHL BEFORE SLEEP (ASH-SHAMA’IL 50-52)
Ibn ‘Abbas narrated that the Messenger of Allah £ had a kohl container, and applied kohl every night before

sleep, three times in each eye. Jabir narrated encouragement to use ithmid before sleep.

Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i graded all three narrations weak in chain, because of the narrators ‘Abbad ibn Mansur and
Muhammad ibn Ishag. So the number three and the time before sleep cannot be confirmed by firm narrations,
though many scholars practise it.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 50-52. https://sunnah.com/shamail:50
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

From this chapter we learn that the Messenger of Allah £ cared for the health of his body, including his

eyes, by the means known in his time. Wearing kohl is permissible for men, so long as it is not to imitate
women or to show off.

This chapter also reminds us that the Sunnah reaches even the small matters of personal care. A Muslim
who does such things with the intention of following the Messenger of Allah £ turns ordinary daily habits

into acts that bring reward, in sha Allah.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LESSONS AND CONCLUSION

The first seven chapters of ash-Shama'’il introduce us to the appearance and grooming of the Messenger
of Allah . Among the most important lessons:

CHAPTER KEY LESSON

Balance; “none more beautiful than him”; a face like

1. Appearance the moon

2. Seal of prophethood A sign of prophethood; Salman’s knowledge-based

faith
3. Hair Neat and clean; Muslim identity
4. Combing Beginning with the right; no excess in grooming
5. Grey hairs Hud and its sisters” — the Qur'an’s effect on the
heart
Each bears his own sin; differing from the People of
6. Dye
the Book
7. Kohl Caring for health by permitted means
A MESSAGE FOR Us

We never saw his face, but the Companions have lent us their eyes through these narrations. May
knowing his appearance increase our love, and may Allah grant us the chance to see him in Paradise.

The discussion continues in Part 2: his clothing, leather socks, sandals, ring, sword, armour, turban, lower
garment, walk, sitting and reclining — chapters 8 to 22 of ash-Shama'’il. And Allah knows best.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The Arabic terms below appear throughout this book. Knowing them makes it easier to follow the
narrations and the explanations of the scholars, and to continue studying ash-Shama'il in its
commentaries.

L

Qualities and manners; the field of narrations on the

Shamai Prophet’s appearance and character
Khatam an-nubuwwah The seal of prophethood between his shoulders
Sanad (isnad) The chain of narrators through which a hadith
reaches us
Matn The text of a hadith, after its chain
Sahih Authentic: a connected chain of upright, precise
narrators, free of hidden defects
H Good: like sahih, but with a narrator of slightly lesser
asan ..
precision
Da'if Weak: missing one of the conditions of acceptance
Tarajjul Combing and grooming the hair
Khidab Dyeing grey hair, e.g. with henna and katam
Katam A plant used with henna to give a darker dye
Kohl / ithmid Eye powder; ithmid is a black kohl stone ground into
powder
A matching two-piece garment (upper and lower
Hullah
wrap)
Sahabah The Companions who met the Prophet &€ as

believers and died as Muslims

The grades sahih, hasan and da‘if are the judgements of hadith scholars on a chain of narration. A weak
chain does not always mean the meaning is wrong; it may be supported by other narrations, as this book
has noted in several places.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

PART TWO

The Garment He Loved Most

Chapters 8-22 of ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah

His Clothing, Khuffs, Sandals, Ring, Sword, Armour, Turban, Izar, Walk, Sitting and Reclining
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE GARMENT HE LOVED MoST

In the first book, we came to know the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £€ through the words of

the Companions who saw him. This second book brings us a step closer: what he wore, how he walked,
sat and reclined. It follows chapters 8 to 22 of ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah by Imam at-Tirmidhi.

These chapters contain 77 narrations about his clothing (the gamis, the hibarah, robes and the izar), his
khuffs and sandals, his ring and its inscription, his sword, armour, helmet, turban, his walk, his head-
cover, how he sat, his cushion and how he reclined. As in the first book, sahih and hasan narrations are
presented in Hadith boxes, while weak narrations are explained in Note boxes.

Why do these small matters matter? Because Allah made the Messenger of Allah &€ an excellent

example in all of life — not only in prayer and worship, but also in how he put on his sandals, chose his
clothes and sat in a gathering. In these small matters lie great lessons in simplicity, cleanliness and
humility.

Grades of the Narrations in Chapters 8-22 of ash-Shama'il (77 narrations)

Ch. 9: Khuffs n 1
Ch. 12: Ring on the right —
Ch. 13: Sword — 2
Ch. 14: Armour nn
Ch. 15: Helmet —
on. 16 reen Y
Ch. 17: Izar — 2
Ch. 18: Walking nn 1

1

Ch. 19: Qina’

Ch. 20: Sitting n 2
Ch. 22: Leaning - 1 mmm Hasan

Da'if (weak)

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
Number of narrations

Grades according to the edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i (sunnah.com). “Sahih" includes “sahih chain”; No. 132 (a repeat of No. 131) is counted with it.

Figure 2: The grades of the narrations in chapters 8-22 of ash-Shama'il.

Note: The Quranic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadlith is stated in its box, based on the
edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i as shown on sunnah.com. Of the 77 narrations in these chapters, about three-quarters are
sahih or hasan.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CLOTHING IN ISLAM

Before looking at the clothing of the Messenger of Allah ££%, we need to understand the place of clothing

in Islam. Allah mentions clothing as one of His great blessings to the children of Adam:

SURAH AL-A'RAF 7:26
wuju) r&s»;ps,yuuég&uf\,@@ T
©5:5% P@“ 0T e e QB S5 3 cs;.ia\

O children of Adam, We have bestowed upon you clothing to conceal your private parts and as adornment.
But the clothing of righteousness - that is best. That is from the signs of Allah that perhaps they will
remember.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/7:26

This verse mentions three kinds of clothing: clothing that covers the body, clothing as adornment, and
the clothing of righteousness. The first two are outward garments, while the third is the garment of the
heart. Ibn Kathir explains that the clothing of righteousness is faith and righteous deeds — and that is the
best clothing Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:26.

Allah also commands us to dress well for worship: “take your adornment at every masjid” (Al-A'raf
7:31) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:31.

The Messenger of Allah £ also explained that loving good clothing is not arrogance. When he said that

no one with an atom’s weight of pride in his heart will enter Paradise, a man asked about one who likes
his clothes and sandals to be good. He replied: “Allah is beautiful and loves beauty. Pride is rejecting
the truth and looking down on people” (Sahih Muslim 91).

So the measure of clothing in Islam is not whether it is expensive or cheap, but whether it is clean,
modest, not wasteful and not proud. This is what we will see in the life of the Messenger of Allah &g

throughout this book.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 8: HiS CLOTHING

The eighth chapter of ash-Shama'il is titled “What has come about the clothing of the Messenger of
Allah&2”. 1t is the longest chapter in this part, with 16 narrations: eight sahih, six hasan and two weak

(Figure 2).

From these narrations we learn the kinds of clothing he wore: the gamis (a long sewn shirt with sleeves),
the izar (a lower wrap), the rida’ (an upper wrap), the hibarah (a striped Yemeni cloth), the burdah (a
thick mantle), the jubbah (robe) and the ‘imamah (turban). Most of these were the ordinary clothes of the
Arabs of that time.

This gives an important lesson: the Messenger of Allah £ did not invent special clothing for himself

that set him apart from people. He wore what his people wore, while keeping the conditions of the Shari‘ah.
Scholars conclude that local clothing is permissible so long as it covers the body, is clean and does not
imitate clothing specific to another religion.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE QAMIS: HiS FAVOURITE GARMENT

The first narration in this chapter comes from his wife, Umm Salamah = M 2, Who knew his habits

at home:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 55
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TRANSLATION:
Umm al-Mu'minin Umm Salamah L= & o2 Said: “The garment most beloved to the Messenger of Allah

¢ was the qamis (a long shirt).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Humayd ar-Razi, from al-Fadl ibn
Musa and Abu Tumaylah and Zayd ibn Hubab, from ‘Abd al-Mu’'min ibn Khalid, from ‘Abdullah ibn Buraydah,

from Umm Salamah | 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 55; also Jami* at-
Tirmidhi No. 1762.

GRADE: HASAN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. At-Tirmidhi graded it
hasan in his Jami'.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:55

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Why was the gamis preferred? Scholars explain that the gamis covers the body better and is easier to
wear than a wrap that must be wound around. In one piece it covers the whole body, and does not slip
off while moving. This shows that he chose clothing for its usefulness, not for show.

Asma’ bint Yazid L= &) 2, Mentioned the length of his sleeve: “The sleeve of the qamis of the

Messenger of Allah %5 reached the wrist” (ash-Shama'il 58) — hasan chain. Sleeves that are not too

long make ablution and work easier, and do not trail like the clothes of the proud.

Mu‘awiyah ibn Qurrah narrated from his father that when he came to pledge allegiance, the button of
the Prophet’s gamis was open, so he putin his hand and touched the seal of prophethood (ash-Shama'il
59) — sahih chain. This shows his gamis had buttons at the chest, and that he did not mind his
Companions coming close to him.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

In many Muslim lands today, the long shirt — called a thobe, a jubbah or a baju kurung in different regions
— still carries the memory of this Sunnah, while each people keeps its own style. What matters is not the
name of the garment, but that it is modest, clean and worn with a good intention.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE SUPPLICATION FOR NEW CLOTHES

The Messenger of Allah £ did not let a blessing pass without gratitude — including when putting on new

clothes:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 61
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Sa'id al-Khudri <= 4! s, said: When the Messenger of Allah £ put on a new garment, he would name

it — a turban, a shirt or a cloak — and then say: “Allahumma laka al-hamdu kama kasawtanihi, as’aluka
khayrahu wa khayra ma suni‘a lahu, wa a‘udhu bika min sharrihi wa sharri ma suni‘a lahu.” (O Allah,
to You belongs all praise, as You have clothed me with it. | ask You for its good and the good of what it was
made for, and | seek refuge in You from its evil and the evil of what it was made for.)

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Suwayd ibn Nasr, from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak,
from Sa'id ibn lyas al-Jurayri, from Abu Nadrah, from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri 4= 41 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 61; also Sunan
Abi Dawud No. 4020 and Jami* at-Tirmidhi No. 1767.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Shaykh al-Albani
graded it sahih in Sunan Abi Dawud.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:61

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This supplication contains three things: praise of Allah as the Giver of clothing, asking for the good of
the garment and the good of what it was made for, and seeking refuge fromiits evil. The good of a garment
is when it is used in obedience; its evil is when it leads to pride, waste or sin.

Notice too that he named the garment — a turban, a shirt or a cloak. This shows he appreciated each
blessing specifically, not only in general. Teaching children this supplication when they put on new clothes,
for example on Eid, is a beautiful way to plant gratitude from a young age.

This supplication also reminds us that clothing is a trust. We will be asked about every garment we wear:
where it came from, and what it was used for. Clothing bought with lawful wealth and worn with the
intention of covering oneself and showing Allah’s blessing becomes worship.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE HIBARAH AND RED-STRIPED CLOTH

Besides the gamis, another garment is mentioned as one he loved most.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 63
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TRANSLATION:

Anas ibn Malik e &l 2, said: “The garment most beloved to the Messenger of Allah*& to wear was

the hibarah (a striped Yemeni cloth).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Mu‘adh ibn Hisham,
from Hisham ad-Dastuwa'’i (his father), from Qatadah, from Anas ibn Malik «.= &1 g2 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 63; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 5813.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:63

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

How are these two narrations reconciled — Umm Salamah mentioning the gamis, and Anas the hibarah?
Scholars explain that the gamis is a style of garment, while hibarah is a type of cloth. His gamis may
itself have been made of hibarah. Or each Companion mentioned what he most often saw him wearing.

Hibarah is a striped cotton cloth from Yemen, usually red or green. That is why the Companions said he
wore a “red hullah”: Abu Juhayfah said, “| saw the Prophet £ wearing a red hullah, as if | could see the

shine of his shins,” and Sufyan said, “I think it was a hibarah” (ash-Shama'il 64) — sahih.

Al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib L 4l 2. said: “l never saw anyone more handsome in a red hullah than the

Messenger of Allah & (ash-Shama'il 65) — sahih. We met these words in the first book; they show that

neat clothing adds radiance to its wearer, without any need for excess.

NoTE: ON THE COLOUR RED

Some scholars disliked all-red clothing for men, based on some narrations. So they reconciled the evidence
by saying that his red hullah was red-striped cloth, not entirely red. This is the view of Ibn al-Qayyim and
many scholars. Other scholars permitted red without restriction. This is a difference of opinion in a secondary
matter.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

REFERENCES:
Ibn al-Qayyim, Zad al-Ma‘ad, chapter on clothing; Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari, Book of Clothing.

Whatever the colour, the lesson is the same: he wore what was clean, modest and pleasing, and he did
not make colour a sign of piety. Piety lies in the heart and in deeds; clothing simply follows the guidance
of the Shari‘ah and the customs of one’s people.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

WHITE, GREEN AND BLACK

The narrations in this chapter mention several colours of his clothing. Abu Rimthah «e il o2 said: “

saw the Prophetis wearing two green garments” (ash-Shama'il 66) — sahih chain.

On white, Ibn ‘Abbas Lo 4‘3:\ 2, Narrated that he said: “Wear white clothes, for they are among the

best of your clothes, and shroud your dead in them” (ash-Shama'’il 68) — hasan chain; also (Jami’
at-Tirmidhi 994) — hasan. White symbolises cleanliness; dirt shows easily on it, so its wearer is
encouraged to keep clean.

‘A'ishah L= & 2, mentioned black: “The Messenger of Allah& went out one morning wearing a

garment of black hair” (ash-Shama'’il 70) — hasan. A woollen wrap (mirt) is a simple, thick garment,
suited to cold weather. He also wore black in the form of a turban, as we will see in Chapter 16.

NOTE: FADED SAFFRON-DYED WRAPS (ASH-SHAMA'IL 67)

Qaylah bint Makhramah said that she saw the Prophet £ wearing two worn wraps that had once been dyed
with saffron but whose colour had faded. This narration is part of a long story.

Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Yet its meaning — that he wore old, simple clothes — agrees
with the sahih narrations about his simplicity.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 67 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:67

This variety of colours shows that he did not restrict himself to one colour. He wore white, green, black
and red-striped cloth. What matters is that the clothing is clean, modest and does not imitate clothing
specific to other groups.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

A BYZANTINE ROBE WITH NARROW SLEEVES

One interesting narration shows his openness to clothing from outside Arabia:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 71
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TRANSLATION:
‘Urwah ibn al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah narrated from his father <= & 2. “The Propheti wore a Byzantine

robe with narrow sleeves.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Yusuf ibn ‘Isa, from Waki‘, from Yunus ibn Abi
Ishag, from Abu Ishag as-Sabi'i (his father), from ash-Sha'bi, from ‘Urwah ibn al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah, from

al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah (his father) ae &\ g

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 71; also Jami* at-
Tirmidhi No. 1768; similar in Sahih al-Bukhari No. 5798.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. lts meaning is in Sahih al-
Bukhari (a Syrian cloak).

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:71

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This robe was made by the Byzantines — not Muslims — yet he wore it. Scholars conclude that clothing
made by non-Muslims may be worn, so long as it is pure and is not a garment that is a specific religious
symbol. In Sahih al-Bukhari, al-Mughirah mentions that he wore a Syrian cloak and drew his arms out
from beneath it to perform ablution because its sleeves were narrow (Sahih al-Bukhari 5798).

Narrow sleeves suit travel and battle. This shows he chose clothing according to the needs of the
situation: loose clothes at home, and practical clothes when travelling.

Anas «e 4| 2. also mentioned that when he was ill, he came out leaning on Usamah ibn Zayd, wearing

a coarse cotton cloth wrapped around him, and led them in prayer (ash-Shama'il 60) — sahih. Even
when ill, he still came out to his Ummah in simple clothing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 9: HiS KHUFFS

The ninth chapter mentions khuffs — leather socks covering the ankles, worn in cold weather or on
journeys. The sahih narration is:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 73
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TRANSLATION:
Al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah 4« & s> said: “Dihyah gave the Prophet:Z, a pair of khuffs (leather socks),

and he wore them” — and in Isra'il's narration: “and a robe” — “and he wore them until they were worn
through, without the Prophet {5 knowing whether their leather came from a slaughtered animal or

not.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa'id, from Yahya ibn Zakariyya ibn
Abi Za'idah, from al-Hasan ibn ‘Ayyash, from Abu Ishaq ash-Shaybani, from ash-Sha'bi, from al-Mughirah ibn

Shu'bah «e &l 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 73; also Jami* at-
Tirmidhi No. 1769.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. At-Tirmidhi explained that
Abu Ishaq in this chain is Abu Ishaq ash-Shaybani.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:73

LESSONS FROM THiS HADITH

This hadith shows that he accepted gifts from his Companion, Dihyah al-Kalbi — the Companion we met
in the first book, whose form Jibril ;31:3\ 41: sometimes took. Accepting a gift and wearing it was his way

of gladdening the giver.

He wore them until they were worn through. This shows he did not discard things that could still be
used. And he did not ask whether the leather came from a slaughtered animal — scholars take the lesson
that things are presumed pure unless there is proof otherwise, and tanned leather is pure.

From such khuffs also comes the ruling of wiping over khuffs in ablution, narrated by many Companions.
It is a concession (rukhsah) that makes things easier for the Ummah, especially in cold seasons and on
journeys.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NoTE: KHUFFS FROM THE NEGUS (ASH-SHAMA'IL 72)

Buraydah narrated that the Negus, king of Abyssinia, gave the Prophet £ a pair of plain black khuffs, and he
wore them, then performed ablution and wiped over them.

Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i, though Abu Dawud and at-Tirmidhi also narrated it and some
scholars graded it hasan. The ruling of wiping over khuffs itself is established by sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 72 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:72
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 10: HIS SANDALS

The tenth chapter mentions his sandals (na‘l) — leather sandals with straps. Anas «¢ & 2, Was

asked what the sandals of the Messenger of Allah £ were like, and he replied: “They had two straps”

(ash-Shama'’il 74) — sahih chain. Abu Hurayrah also said the same (ash-Shama'il 78) — sahih.

‘Isa ibn Tahman said that Anas once brought out to them a pair of hairless sandals with two straps,

=3

and Thabit told them these were the sandals of the Prophet &€ (ash-Shama'il 76) — sahih chain. Anas

kept his sandals as a keepsake — a sign of how much the Companions loved everything he left behind.

HADITH — AL- SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH No. 77
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TRANSLATION:
‘Ubayd ibn Jurayj said to lbn ‘Umar Loz & 2 ‘| see you wearing sibtiyyah sandals (of tanned, hairless

cowhide).” He replied: “I saw the Messenger of Allah %t wearing sandals with no hair on them, and he
performed ablution in them, so I love to wear them.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishag ibn Musa al-Ansari, from Ma‘n ibn ‘Isa, from
Malik ibn Anas, from Sa'id ibn Abi Sa'id al-Maqgburi, from ‘Ubayd ibn Jurayj, from lbn ‘Umar Lee &1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 77; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 166.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:77

LEssONS FRoM THiIS HADITH
Ibn ‘Umar L &) 2 Was known as the Companion who most eagerly imitated the Messenger of
Allah &€, even in small matters such as the kind of sandals. His answer was simple: “I saw him wear

them, so | love to wear them.” This is love proven by following.

This hadith also shows that he performed ablution while wearing those sandals — washing his feet
with the sandals still on, since sibtiyyah sandals are open. This shows the ease of the religion.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Ibn ‘Umar’s love for even small details is a model for us: love for the Messenger of Allah £ is shown not

only in words and poetry, but in shaping our daily habits after his, one small Sunnah at a time.

The care of the Companions for his sandals also teaches us how to treat what the Prophet £ left behind:

not as objects to be venerated for their own sake, but as reminders that move us to follow him. Anas kept
his sandals, yet what he passed on most faithfully were the narrations that tell us how he lived.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE ETIQUETTE OF FOOTWEAR

The Messenger of Allah £ not only wore sandals, but also taught the etiquette of wearing them:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH No. 80
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «e & s, narrated that the Messenger of Allah %5 said: “Let none of you walk in one

sandal. Let him wear them both or take them both off.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishag ibn Musa al-Ansari, from Ma'‘n ibn ‘Isa, from
Malik ibn Anas, from Abu az-Zinad, from al-A'raj, from Abu Hurayrah «= &) g2 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 80; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 5856 and Sahih Muslim No. 2097.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:80

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Why is walking in one sandal forbidden? Scholars mention several wisdoms: it upsets balance and can
cause slipping; it is unfair to the two feet; and it goes against neatness and can draw people’s stares.
Islam cares even about matters this small.

Abu Hurayrah <= &) 2 also narrated that he said: “When one of you puts on sandals, let him begin

with the right; and when he takes them off, let him begin with the left” (ash-Shama'il 83) — sahih
chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 5855). This continues the Sunnah of beginning with the right that we learned
in the first book.

Jabir e 4! 2, Narrated that he forbade eating with the left hand and walking in one sandal (ash-

Shama'il 82) — sahih. The two prohibitions are mentioned together because both concern manners and
completeness in daily matters.

NOTE: “THE FIRST TO TIE A SINGLE KNOT” (ASH-SHAMA’IL 85)
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

This narration states that the sandals of the Messenger of Allah £, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar had two straps, and

the first to tie a single knot was ‘Uthman. Its chain is very weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i, so it cannot be
relied upon.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 85 — very weak chain. https:/sunnah.com/shamail:85
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 11: HIS RING

The eleventh chapter tells of the ring of the Messenger of Allah £, Interestingly, this ring was made not

as adornment, but for the purpose of calling to Islam:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 91
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TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik a¢ &) 2, harrated: “The Prophet it wrote to Chosroes, Caesar and the Negus. He

was told: They do not accept a letter unless it bears a seal. So the Messenger of Allah £ had a ring
made with a band of silver, and engraved on it: Muhammad Rasul Allah.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Nasr ibn ‘Ali al-Jahdami, from Nuh ibn Qays, from
Khalid ibn Qays, from Qatadah, from Anas ibn Malik « & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 91; also Sahih al-
Bukhari No. 5872 and Sahih Muslim No. 2092.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:91

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
After the Treaty of Hudaybiyah, the Messenger of Allah £ sent letters calling to Islam to the kings of

the world: Chosroes (king of Persia), Caesar (the Byzantine emperor) and the Negus (king of Abyssinia).
Those kings did not accept unsealed letters, so he had a seal ring made. This shows he took into
account the customs and protocol of those he invited, for the success of the call.

M , ) .
Anas 4= 4l 4>, described how the ring was engraved: “Muhammad” on one line, “Rasul” on one

line, and “Allah” on one line (ash-Shama'il 90) — sahih. Scholars mention that it was arranged from
bottom to top, so that the name of Allah would be at the very top, out of reverence. Anas also said: “It is
as if | can still see the whiteness of that ring on his hand” (ash-Shama'il 89) — sahih.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

The ring was made of silver, including its stone (ash-Shama'il 88) — sahih; in another narration its
stone is said to be Abyssinian (ash-Shama'il 86) — sahih. Silver is a metal permitted to men for rings,
whereas gold is forbidden, as we will see.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE RING THAT FELL INTO THE WELL OF ARIS

The ring of the Messenger of Allah £ has a long story after his death. Ibn ‘Umar Loz &) o2 said: The

Messenger of Allah £ had a silver ring made; it was in his hand, then in the hand of Abu Bakr, then of

‘Umar, then of ‘Uthman, until it fell into the well of Aris. Its engraving was “Muhammad Rasul Allah”
(ash-Shama'il 93) — sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 5879).

This ring became the official seal of the Islamic state for three caliphs. In al-Bukhari’s narration,
‘Uthman was sitting at the well of Aris and took off the ring and was fiddling with it, and it fell. They
searched for it for three days with ‘Uthman, draining the well, but did not find it (Sahih al-Bukhari 5879).

Some scholars saw this event as a sign of the beginning of trials in ‘Uthman’s rule, for many troubles
followed. However, this is only a reflection, not a text. The certain lesson is this: the most precious thing

left by the Messenger of Allah £ is not an object, but his Sunnah and teaching, which remain preserved

to this day.

NOTE: REMOVING THE RING IN THE TOILET (ASH-SHAMA’IL 92)

Anas narrated that when the Prophet £ entered the toilet, he removed his ring — because the name of Allah

was engraved on it. Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Yet many scholars still encourage removing
things bearing the name of Allah when entering the toilet, out of reverence for His name.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 92 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'’i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:92
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 12: THE RING ON His RIGHT HAND

The twelfth chapter discusses which hand he wore his ring on. Many Companions narrated that he wore
it on his right hand: ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (ash-Shama'il 94) — hasan; ‘Abdullah ibn Ja'far (ash-Shama'il 97)
— sahih; Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (ash-Shama'’il 98) — sahih; and Ibn ‘Abbas (ash-Shama'il 99) — hasan.

Hammad ibn Salamah said he saw |bn Abi Rafi‘ wearing a ring on his right hand and asked about it. lbn
Abi Rafi' said he had seen ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far do so, and ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far said: “The Messenger of

Allah €& wore a ring on his right hand” (ash-Shama'il 96) — sahih. This chain shows how the Sunnah

was inherited through practice, not only through words.

lbn ‘Umar added that he placed the stone of the ring towards his palm, and he forbade others to
engrave the same inscription (ash-Shama'il 100) — sahih. This was because the ring was an official seal;
if others copied it, false letters could be made in his name.

NOTE: RIGHT OR LEFT?

Besides the narrations about the right hand, there is also a sahih narration in Sahih Muslim that his ring was
on the little finger of his left hand. The narration in ash-Shama'il (No. 101) that al-Hasan and al-Husayn
wore rings on the left hand has a weak chain. Scholars conclude that both are permissible; he may have
worn it on the right at one time and on the left at another. Imam at-Tirmidhi placed this chapter to show that
the right hand is more often narrated.

REFERENCES:
Sahih Muslim, Book of Clothing and Adornment; ash-Shama'il 94-102. https:/sunnah.com/shamail:101
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE GoLD RING HE THREW AWAY

The last narration in this chapter contains a very important event:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 103
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TRANSLATION:
lbn ‘Umar Lz & &2 said: The Messenger of Allah %€ had a ring made of gold and wore it on his right

hand. Then the people made rings of gold. So he i&% threw it away and said: “I will never wear it.” And

the people threw away their rings.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn ‘Ubayd al-Muharibi, from ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz ibn Abi Hazim, from Musa ibn ‘Ugbah, from Nafi, from Ibn ‘Umar Lege &1 425

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 103; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5866 and Sahih Muslim No. 2091.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:103

LEssONS FROM THis HADITH

At first, before the prohibition, he wore a gold ring. Then he threw it away and swore never to wear it
again. From this event, and from other hadiths, scholars established that gold is forbidden for men to
wear. ‘Ali <o 4 s>, Narrated that the Messenger of Allah % forbade wearing silk and gold rings (Sahih

Muslim 2078).

Notice the effect of his example: as soon as he threw away his ring, the Companions at once threw
away their gold rings without waiting for further explanation. This is the obedience of the Companions
— they followed his actions just as they followed his words.

This hadith also teaches leaders, parents and teachers: people copy what they see. If a leader lives in
luxury, people will live in luxury. If a leader is modest, people will learn modesty. Example is stronger than
a thousand words of advice.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Note also his firmness: he did not merely say that gold was disliked; he threw the ring away and swore
never to wear it. When a matter of the religion became clear, he acted decisively, and the Companions
followed at once.

The ruling remains today: men should not wear gold rings or gold jewellery, while a silver ring is permitted.
Women, by contrast, may wear gold and silk, as other hadiths make clear. A Muslim man who wishes to
wear a ring can follow the Sunnah with a simple silver ring, worn without pride.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 13: HIS SWORD

The thirteenth chapter mentions the sword of the Messenger of Allah ££&. Anas 4« ﬁs\ 2 said: “The

pommel of the sword of the Messenger of Allah‘z was made of silver” (ash-Shama'il 104) — sahih.

Sa'‘id ibn Abi al-Hasan al-Basri also narrated the same (ash-Shama'il 105) — sahih.

Scholars take from this hadith that decorating weapons with a little silver is permissible. The sword
is a tool of jihad and defence; decorating it slightly shows appreciation for the tool used to defend the
religion and the Ummah.

The Messenger of Allah € was a leader ready to defend his Ummah. He did not seek war, but when

attacked, he himself went to the battlefield and was at the front line. The Companions said that when the
fighting grew fierce, they would take shelter behind the Messenger of Allah &g.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT THE SWORD (ASH-SHAMA’IL 106-107)

The narration that he entered Makkah on the day of the Conquest with a sword decorated with gold and silver
(No. 106), and the narration of Ibn Sirin who made his sword like that of Samurah ibn Jundub, said to imitate

the sword of the Messenger of Allah £ (No. 107), both have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. What
is established is that its pommel was of silver.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 106-107 — weak chains. https://sunnah.com/shamail:106
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 14: HiIS ARMOUR

The fourteenth chapter tells of his armour on the Day of Uhud — a very hard day in the sirah:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 109
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TRANSLATION:

Az-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam «e A s, said: “On the Day of Uhud the Prophet*s%, was wearing two coats
of mail. He rose to climb a large rock but could not. So he had Talhah sit beneath him, and the Prophet &

climbed until he stood upright on the rock.” He said: | heard the Prophet &£ say: “Talhah has made
(Paradise) due for himself.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi; from Abu Sa‘id ‘Abdullah ibn Sa‘id al-Ashajj, from Yunus
ibn Bukayr, from Muhammad ibn Ishag, from Yahya ibn ‘Abbad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr, from ‘Abbad ibn
‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr (his father), from ‘Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr (his grandfather), from az-Zubayr ibn al-

3
Awwam ae Al g2 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 109; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 1692.

GRADE: HASAN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:109

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The Messenger of Allah &€ wore two coats of mail — even though he was certain of Allah’s help. This

teaches us that trust in Allah does not cancel effort. A believer strives as much as he can, then leaves
the result to Allah. As-Sa’ib ibn Yazid also narrated that he wore two coats of mail on the Day of Uhud
(ash-Shama'il 110) — sahih.

Allah Himself mentions armour as a blessing: “garments which protect you from your [enemy in]
battle” (An-Nahl 16:81) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 16:81.

The story of Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydillah «= &) 2 Is very moving. He was wounded and heavy with two

coats of mail, so Talhah bent down and made himself a step so that he could climb onto the rock. Because
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

of this sacrifice, he said: “Talhah has made (Paradise) due”. On the Day of Uhud, Talhah also shielded
him with his hand until his hand was paralysed.

The story also shows that the Messenger of Allah £ shared the hardships of his Companions in his own

body: at Uhud his tooth was broken (Sahih al-Bukhari 4073), yet he continued to lead and protect them
until the battle ended.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 15: HiS HELMET

The fifteenth chapter mentions the helmet (mighfar) he wore when entering Makkah on the day of its
Conquest:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 112
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TRANSLATION:

N

Anas ibn Malik «¢ &) o2, harrated: “The Messenger of Allah 8% entered Makkah in the year of the

Conquest with a helmet (mighfar) on his head. When he took it off, a man came and said: Ibn Khatal is
clinging to the coverings of the Ka'bah. He said: Kill him.” Ibn Shihab said: It has reached me that the

Messenger of Allah £ was not in ihram that day.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Isa ibn Ahmad al-‘Asqalani, from ‘Abdullah ibn
Wahb, from Malik ibn Anas, from Ibn Shihab az-Zuhri, from Anas ibn Malik 4= & 52,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 112; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 1846 and Sahih Muslim No. 1357.

GRADE: SAHIH, AGREED UPON — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Narrated
by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:112

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
This hadith shows that during the Conquest of Makkah, the Messenger of Allah £ entered prepared —

wearing a helmet — because fighting was possible. Yet Allah opened Makkah almost without bloodshed,
and he forgave its people with his famous words.

Ibn Khatal was among a very small few excluded from the general amnesty. He had embraced Islam,
then killed a Muslim who served him, then apostatised and composed poetry to insult the Messenger of

Allah £, His offence was a grave crime whose punishment had been decided, not merely disbelief.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Ibn Shihab’s words that he was not in ihram that day show a figh ruling: one who enters Makkah for the
needs of war is not obliged to enter ihram. We discussed this story further in The Prophet’s Sirah series
(the Conquest of Makkah).

The helmet and the turban of that day also remind us of his gratitude: he entered the city that had driven
him out not with boasting, but reciting Surah al-Fath on his camel, as ‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal reported
(Sahih al-Bukhari 4281).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 16: His TURBAN

The sixteenth chapter mentions the turban (‘imamah) of the Messenger of Allah &e:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 113
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TRANSLATION:
Jabir 4= 401 &2, said: “The Prophet & entered Makkah on the day of the Conquest wearing a black

turban.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi; and by another route: Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Waki‘ — both from Hammad ibn Salamah, from

Abu az-Zubayr, from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah <= & )

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 113; also Sahih
Muslim No. 1358.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam
Muslim in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:113

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

On the same day he entered Makkah, some narrations mention a helmet and some a black turban.
Scholars reconcile them: he entered wearing the helmet, then took it off and wore a black turban when
he addressed the people. ‘Amr ibn Hurayth said his father saw him giving a sermon wearing a black
turban (ash-Shama'il 115) — sahih chain; also (Sahih Muslim 1359).

Ibn ‘Umar Ly ﬁs\ o2 said: “When the Prophetitz wore a turban, he let its end hang between his

shoulders” (ash-Shama'il 116) — hasan; also (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 1736). Ibn ‘Umar himself did so, and his
students inherited it.

Ibn ‘Abbas Lo &) 2 Mmentioned that he gave a sermon wearing a turban that was dasma’ — with

traces of hair oil on it (ash-Shama'il 117) — sahih. This shows the turban was worn in everyday life, not
kept as an untouched ornament.

NoTE: THE RULING ON WEARING A TURBAN
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Scholars differ on whether wearing a turban is @ Sunnah of worship that is encouraged, or a Sunnah of
custom — the usual dress of the Arabs which he wore. Many scholars hold that it is custom, so wearing it
out of love for him is good, but one who does not wear it is not blamed. What matters is covering the head
modestly and without pride.

REFERENCES:
Ibn al-Qayyim, Zad al-Ma‘ad, chapter on clothing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 17: HIS IzAR

The seventeenth chapter mentions his izar (lower garment). The first narration is very moving:
Abu Burdah said: ‘A'ishah il 2. brought out to us a patched cloak and a coarse izar, and said:

“The soul of the Messenger of Allah ‘% was taken in these two” (ash-Shama'il 118) — sahih; also

(Sahih al-Bukhari 5818).

Imagine: the leader of a state covering the whole Arabian Peninsula, to whom spoils and zakah flowed,
died in patched and coarse clothing. He gave wealth away to others, and chose to live simply. ‘A’ishah
kept those garments and showed them so that the Ummah would know what his life was truly like.

This does not mean Islam tells us to wear poor clothing. He also wore fine clothes when receiving guests
and on Eid. But it teaches that his heart was not attached to the world. Clothing is only a means; what
lasts is the clothing of righteousness.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE HEMLINE AND THE DANGER OF PRIDE

The Messenger of Allah £ also showed with his own hand where the hem of the izar should be:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 121
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TRANSLATION:
Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman 4« & 52 said: The Messenger of Allah ££€ took hold of the muscle of my calf —

or his own calf — and said: “This is the place of the izar (lower garment). If you refuse, then lower. If
you refuse, the izar has no right over the ankles.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa'id, from Abu al-Ahwas, from Abu
Ishaq as-Sabi'i, from Muslim ibn Nadhir, from Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman <& &l o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 121; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 1783.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. At-Tirmidhi graded it hasan
sahih in his Jami'.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:121

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith sets three levels: the best is mid-calf; if not, a little lower, and what is forbidden is going
below the ankles. He taught in a very practical way — holding the calf and pointing to the place — so
that there would be no confusion.

Why is the hemline so important? Because in that time, letting one’s garment trail was a sign of the
proud rich. He said: “Whatever of the izar is below the ankles is in the Fire” (Sahih al-Bukhari 5787).
And: “Allah will not look on the Day of Resurrection at one who drags his garment out of pride” (Sahih al-
Bukhari 5784).

In the same hadith, Abu Bakr 4= &) 2 said: “One side of my izar slips down unless | take care of it.”

He replied: “You are not one of those who do it out of pride” (Sahih al-Bukhari 5784). From this, many
scholars explain that the severe warning is specific to one who does it deliberately out of pride, while
other scholars still dislike it in general. The safest is to follow the level he showed.

Allah says about the attitude behind all this: “do not walk through the earth exultantly” (Lugman 31:18)
— Tafsir [bn Kathir 31:18.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ON THE IZAR (ASH-SHAMA'IL 119-120)

The narration of a man told from behind to raise his garment because ‘it is more pious and lasts longer”, to
whom he said “Do you not have an example in me?” (No. 119), and the narration of ‘Uthman wearing his izar
to mid-calf and saying “This is how my companion’s izar was” (No. 120), both have weak chains according
to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Their meaning is supported by the sahih hadith of Hudhayfah above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 119-120 — weak chains. https://sunnah.com/shamail:119
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 18: How HE WALKED

The eighteenth chapter describes how the Messenger of Allah*&s walked. The most beautiful narration

comes from Abu Hurayrah «s il 2

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 122
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «s & s, said: “I never saw anything more beautiful than the Messenger of Allah %%

— it was as if the sun were moving in his face. And | never saw anyone faster in his walk than the
Messenger of Allah iz — as if the earth were folded up for him. We would exert ourselves, while he

showed no strain.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa'id, from |bn Lahi‘ah, from Abu
Yunus (Sulaym ibn Jubayr), from Abu Hurayrah «e &l 52,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 122; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 3648.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:122

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Abu Hurayrah describes two things: his face, radiant as if the sun moved in it, and his stride, so fast that
it was as if the earth were folded for him. Even young Companions had to exert themselves to keep up
with him.

All e 4l &2, said: “When the Prophet &% walked, he leaned forward as if descending a slope”

(ash-Shama'il 124) — hasan. Such a stride is that of one who is energetic and purposeful — neither
lazily dragging the feet, nor strutting.

This way of walking matches the description of the servants of Allah in the Quran: “those who walk
upon the earth easily” (Al-Furgan 25:63) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 25:63.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Scholars explain that fast does not mean hasty, and calm does not mean slow. He walked with a
strong, quick stride, yet full of calm and humility. Lugman also advised his son: “And be moderate in your
pace” (Lugman 31:19).

His quick yet unhurried walk also shows that he valued time. He did not waste it in idleness, yet he never
lost his dignity. A believer today can learn from this to move with purpose — to the mosque, to work and
to the service of others — without rushing in a way that harms or alarms anyone.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 19: His HEAD-COVER

NoTE: THE HEAD-COVER OF THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH £ (ASH-SHAMA'IL 125)

The nineteenth chapter contains only one narration: Anas said that the Messenger of Allah £ often wore a
gina‘ (a head-cover cloth), as if his garment were that of an oil-seller.

Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i because of the narrator Yazid ar-Raqashi. Yet there is a sahih
narration in Sahih al-Bukhari that on the day of the Hijrah, he came to Abu Bakr's house with his head
covered (muganna’), at an hour he did not usually come.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 125 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:125

A gina‘is a cloth covering the head and part of the face, usually to protect from the sun’s heat, dust or
cold. In the Hijrah story, he covered his head because he went out in the heat of midday, and also so as
not to be recognised by enemies searching for him (Sahih al-Bukhari 3905).

Imam at-Tirmidhi included this chapter even though its narration is weak, because the method of the
hadith scholars of that time was to gather all narrations with their chains, leaving the reader to judge.
We, with the help of the editors, can distinguish what is established from what is not — a great blessing
for later generations.

From this chapter we learn that covering the head in heat or in certain situations is a sensible practice,
and that his clothing was always suited to need — not for show, but for protection.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 20: How HE SAT

The twentieth chapter describes how the Messenger of Allah*ig sat and lay down. The sahih narration

is:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 127
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abbad ibn Tamim narrated from his paternal uncle (‘Abdullah ibn Zayd 4= & o2,): “That he saw the

Prophet iz lying on his back in the mosque, placing one of his legs over the other.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Sa‘id ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Makhzumi, from
Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from az-Zuhri, from ‘Abbad ibn Tamim, from ‘Abdullah ibn Zayd ibn ‘Asim (his uncle)

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 127; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 475.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:127

LESSONS FROM THiS HADITH

This hadith shows that he rested in the mosque in a relaxed way — lying on his back with one leg over
the other. In his time, the mosque was not only a place of prayer, but also a place to gather, learn and
rest. Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyib mentioned that ‘Umar and ‘Uthman also did so (Sahih al-Bukhari 475).

Scholars reconcile this hadith with another that forbids lying with one leg over the other (Sahih Muslim
2099): the prohibition is if it could expose the body, while it is permitted if one remains covered. This is
an example of how scholars understand hadith as a whole.

NOTE: SITTING HUMBLY (ASH-SHAMA’IL 126, 128)
Qaylah bint Makhramah said she saw the Messenger of Allah £ sitting squatting in great humility in the

mosque, so that she trembled with awe (No. 126). Abu Sa‘id said he sat in the mosque clasping his knees
with his hands (No. 128).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

No. 126 has a weak chain, and No. 128 a very weak one, according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Sitting with the knees
clasped (ihtiba’) is itself established in other narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 126, 128. https://sunnah.com/shamail:126
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 21: HiS CUSHION

The twenty-first chapter mentions the cushion he leaned on. Jabir ion Samurah «e 4l o2 said: “I saw

the Messenger of Allah“sz reclining on a cushion on his left side” (ash-Shama'il 129) — sahih chain.

Leaning on a cushion while sitting is ordinary and permitted. But one narration in this chapter shows that
he changed his posture when mentioning something very important. Abu Bakrah <= &) 2, Narrated

that he asked: “Shall | tell you of the greatest of the major sins?” They said: “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.”
He said: “Associating partners with Allah and disobeying parents.” (ash-Shama'’il 130) — sahih.

Then, having been reclining, he sat up and said: “And false speech — or false testimony.” He kept
repeating it until the Companions said to themselves: “If only he would stop” (Sahih al-Bukhari 2654).

This change of posture is the body language of a skilled teacher. He sat up to show how grave the sin
of lying and false testimony is — a sin easily committed and often taken lightly, yet one that destroys
justice and relations between people.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“I DO NOT EAT WHILE RECLINING”

In the same chapter, there is a saying of his about the etiquette of eating:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 131
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Juhayfah a¢ & s, said: The Messenger of Allah % said: “As for me, | do not eat while reclining.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa'id, from Sharik ibn ‘Abdullah, from
‘Ali ibn al-Agmar, from Abu Juhayfah «s & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 131; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5398 and Jami* at-Tirmidhi No. 1830.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari in his Sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:131

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

He repeated it twice in another narration: “I do not eat while reclining, | do not eat while reclining” (ash-
Shama'il 132). Scholars explain that eating while reclining was the way of the luxurious and of kings,
who eat a lot and at length. He ate sitting like a servant.

In another narration outside ash-Shama'’il, he said: “I eat as a servant eats, and | sit as a servant sits”
(graded sahih by al-Albani in as-Silsilah as-Sahihah No. 544). The meaning is the same: humility in daily
matters. This Sunnah of eating will be discussed further in the third book, in sha Allah, in the chapters on
his eating and drinking.

From a health perspective, many medical practitioners also advise eating while sitting upright rather
than reclining or lying down, as it is better for digestion. This Sunnah, which is at root about manners and
humility, turns out to be good for the body as well.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 22: LEANING ON SOMETHING ELSE

The twenty-second chapter, the last in this part, mentions him leaning on a Companion when ill. Anas
£e &) s, said: The Prophet & was ill, and he came out leaning on Usamah ibn Zayd, wearing a

coarse cotton cloth wrapped around him, and led them in prayer (ash-Shama'il 134) — sahih.

This happened in the last days of his life. Though ill and weak, he still strove to come out to the mosque
to be with his Ummah. Usamah ibn Zayd was the son of Zayd ibn Harithah, the freed slave whom he
loved — and it was on him that he leaned.

NOTE: AL-FADL IBN ‘ABBAS AND THE HEADBAND (ASH-SHAMA'IL 135)
Al-Fadl ibn ‘Abbas related that he went in to the Messenger of Allah £ during the illness in which he died,

and on his head was a yellow band. He asked al-Fadl to bind his head, then leaned on his shoulder and went
into the mosque.

This narration has a weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. That he bound his head in illness and leaned
on his family and Companions is established in other sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 135 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:135

From this chapter we learn his humility: the great leader of the Ummah was not ashamed to lean on
others when weak. We also learn the loyalty of the Companions, always ready to be his support. May
we too be a support for our parents and the weak around us.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

SIMPLICITY IN DRESS

If we gather all the narrations in this book, a clear picture forms: the Messenger of Allah £% dressed

cleanly, neatly and simply. He did not wear ragged clothes to show off asceticism, nor luxurious clothes
to boast.

He warned about clothing of fame: “Whoever wears a garment of fame (to show off), Allah will clothe
him in a similar garment on the Day of Resurrection” (Sunan Abi Dawud 4029) — hasan (al-Albani).
Clothing of fame is clothing worn so that people will look and talk about it — whether too luxurious or too
shabby.

Today, when fashion changes every season and advertising pushes us to buy more than we need, his
Sunnah in dress is very relevant: buy what is enough, keep it clean, wear it until it wears out, and be
grateful for every piece. This is clothing that brings blessing.

In the end, all this returns to the words of Allah: “There has certainly been for you in the Messenger
of Allah an excellent pattern” (Al-Ahzab 33:21) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 33:21.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LESSONS AND CONCLUSION

Chapters 8 to 22 of ash-Shama'il introduce us to the clothing, adornment and way of life of the
Messenger of Allah £. Among the most important lessons:

CHAPTER KEY LESSON

8. Clothing Thg qamlsland hibarah; the prayer for new clothes;
white clothing

9-10. Khuffs and sandals Wear until worn out; begin with the right; not one

sandal
11-12. Ring A silver ring for da‘wah; gold forbidden for men
13-15. Sword, armour, helmet Trust in Allah with effort; Talhah's sacrifice
16-17. Turban and izar The hem at mid-calf; avoid pride
18-19. Walking and head-cover A quick yet calm and humble stride
20-22. Sitting and reclining Not eating while reclining; a teacher’s body language

A MESSAGE FOR US

Our clothing can become worship if we wear it with the intention of following the Sunnah, covering
ourselves and being grateful. But remember the words of Allah: the clothing of righteousness — that
is best. May Allah adorn us with the clothing of righteousness in this world, and the clothing of Paradise
in the Hereafter.

The discussion continues in Part 3: how he ate and drank, his favourite food and drink, perfume, how he
spoke, laughed and joked — the next chapters of ash-Shama'’il. And Allah knows best.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

PART THREE

What an Excellent Condiment

Chapters 23-31 of ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah

How He Ate, His Bread, Accompaniments, Words at Meals, His Cup, Fruit, Drinks and How He Drank
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

WHAT AN EXCELLENT CONDIMENT

In the last two books, we came to know the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £ and his clothing.

This third book brings us to his table: what he ate and drank, how he ate, and what he said before and
after eating. It follows chapters 23 to 31 of ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah by Imam at-Tirmidhi.

These chapters contain 78 narrations. Chapter 25 alone, on the food he ate with bread, contains 34
narrations — the most of any chapter so far. As in the previous books, sahih and hasan narrations are
presented in Hadith boxes, while weak narrations are explained in Note boxes.

The picture that emerges is very moving: the leader of the Ummah who often spent the night hungry,
who never ate at a dining table, yet was always grateful for every morsel — whether a piece of barley
bread with vinegar, or a single date.

Grades of the Narrations in Chapters 23-31 of ash-Shama'il (78 narrations)

Ch. 24: Bread

1
BE
..
Ch. 26: Wudu & meals n 1
Ch. 27: Words at meals — 2
Ch. 28: His cup nn
Ch. 29: Fruit — 2

Ch. 30: Drinks 2

mmm Sahih

Ch. 31: How he drank —n 3 s Hasan
Da'if (weak)
k T T T T

T T
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Number of narrations
Grades according to the edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i (sunnah.com). “Sahih” includes “sahih chain”; No. 158 (another route of No. 157) is counted with it.

Figure 3: The grades of the narrations in chapters 23-31 of ash-Shama'il.

Note: The Quranic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadlith is stated in its box, based on the
edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i as shown on sunnah.com. Of the 78 narrations in these chapters, nearly three-quarters are
sahih or hasan.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

EATING AND DRINKING IN ISLAM

Eating and drinking are needs of every human being. But in Islam, they can also become worship when
done with the right intention and proper manners. Allah says:

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:172
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O you who have believed, eat from the good things which We have provided for you and be grateful to Allah
if it is [indeed] Him that you worship.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:172

This verse contains two commands: eat from the good things, and be grateful to Allah. Ibn Kathir explains
that lawful and good food helps a person to worship, and gratitude is a sign that worship is truly for Allah
Tafsir Ibn Kathir 2:172.

Allah also invites us to reflect on our food: “Then let mankind look at his food” (‘Abasa 80:24) — Tafsir
Ibn Kathir 80:24.

The Messenger of Allah £ taught moderation in eating: “The son of Adam fills no vessel worse than his

stomach. A few morsels that keep his back upright are enough for the son of Adam. If he must, then one
third for his food, one third for his drink and one third for his breath” (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 2380) — sahih.

The chapters of this book will show how the Messenger of Allah &€ lived these principles in daily life:

eating little, eating what was available, not criticising food, beginning with the name of Allah and ending
with praise of Him.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 23: How HE ATE

The twenty-third chapter of ash-Shama'il is titled “What has come about how the Messenger of Allah
£ ate”. It contains five narrations: four sahih and one weak (Figure 3).

Ka'b ibn Malik 4 4! 2, Narrated that “the Messenger of Allah*Z, ate with three fingers, and licked

them afterwards” (ash-Shama'il 140) — sahih. Eating with three fingers — the thumb, index and middle
fingers — is a sign of not being greedy. The morsels are small, eating is slow, and food is enjoyed calmly.

This chapter also repeats his words: “As for me, | do not eat while reclining” (ash-Shama'il 138) — sahih.
We discussed this hadith in the second book (the chapter on his cushion); Imam at-Tirmidhi repeats it
here because it relates directly to the etiquette of eating.

NOTE: LICKING THE FINGERS THREE TIMES (ASH-SHAMA’IL 136)

This narration says that he licked his fingers three times. Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. What
is established is that he licked his three fingers, as in the other sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 136 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za’i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:136

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 98 / 266


https://sunnah.com/shamail:140
https://sunnah.com/shamail:138
https://sunnah.com/shamail:136

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LICKING THREE FINGERS

One Sunnah that may seem small, but which the Messenger of Allah £ kept carefully:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 137
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TRANSLATION:

Anas «e 4! o2, said: “When the Prophet g ate food, he would lick his three fingers.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Khallal, from ‘Affan ibn Muslim,
from Hammad ibn Salamah, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik & &l s ,.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 137; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2034.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:137

LESSONS FROM THis HADITH
Why lick the fingers? The Messenger of Allah £% himself explained the wisdom: “You do not know in

which part of your food the blessing lies” (Sahih Muslim 2033). The blessing may be in what remains
on the fingers or the plate. So a Muslim does not let it go to waste.

In the same narration in Sahih Muslim, he also said: when a morsel falls, remove any dirt from it and
eat it, and do not leave it for Satan (Sahih Muslim 2034). This teaches us to value provision — not
wasting even a single morsel.

In an age when much food is thrown away every day, this Sunnah is very relevant. Taking only what is
enough, finishing what is on the plate, and valuing every grain of rice is how we bring this Sunnah to
life.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

EATING HUNCHED FROM HUNGER

The last narration in this chapter opens our eyes to the real life he lived:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 141
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TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik 4 4! s, said: “Some dates were brought to the Messenger of Allah*, and | saw him

eating while sitting hunched up from hunger.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani’, from al-Fadl ibn Dukayn, from
Mus‘ab ibn Sulaym, from Anas ibn Malik <= &} 52 ..

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 141; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2044.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam
Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail: 141

LESSONS FROM THiS HADITH

The Messenger of Allah € — leader of the Ummah, Messenger of Allah — sat hunched from hunger,

eating the dates brought to him. Sitting hunched (iq'a’) here is an uncomfortable posture, a sign that he
ate quickly out of need, not for the enjoyment of a feast.

In another narration in Muslim, Anas mentions that he ate those dates sitting hunched (Sahih Muslim
2044). This hunger was not because no wealth came in, but because he gave wealth away to others and
chose a simple life.

This hadith comforts the poor: the Messenger of Allah £ also knew hunger. And it reminds the rich: do

not forget to be grateful and to share, for the most honoured of people once sat hunched from hunger.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 24: His BREAD

The twenty-fourth chapter tells of the bread he ate. Bread was the staple food, and the narrations in this
chapter show how simple his life was:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 148
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= A 2, said: “The Messenger of Allah<%, never ate his fill of barley bread for two days in

a row until he passed away.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Abu Dawud at-Tayalisi,
from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from Abu Ishaq as-Sabi'‘i, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Yazid, from al-Aswad ibn

Yazid, from ‘Alishah Lze &\ 5.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 148; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 2357.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail: 148

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
‘Aishah L= & &2 also said: “The family of Muhammad % never ate their fill of barley bread two days

in a row until the Messenger of Allah ££% passed away” (ash-Shama'il 142) — sahih chain. Abu Umamah

said: “There was never any barley bread left over in the house of the Messenger of Allah &g" (ash-

Shama'il 143) — sahih chain.

lbn ‘Abbas Le:e &) s> added: “The Messenger of Allah &% would spend several nights in a row

hungry; he and his family would find no supper, and most of their bread was barley bread” (ash-
Shama'il 144) — sahih chain. ‘A’ishah also said to ‘Urwah: “We would see the new moon, then the new
moon, then the new moon — three new moons in two months — and no fire was lit in the houses of the

Messenger of Allah i&€.” When asked what they lived on, she said: “The two black things: dates and water”
(Sahih al-Bukhari 6459).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NO TABLE, No THIN BREAD

Not only was his food simple, but the way he ate was also simple:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 146

P 2 e /w/ - So S S sEr @ So Sut s ar

O“‘u“)‘f‘d‘tﬁv"\’ )G cfmusl&»u.\, .6 Glay oy af s
T o as s w s st - 4—////

j\»\bcbﬂwg‘}!)cu\f-écm\dvu{\b dbcdﬂ»uw\u:«mb

}o/ - - $a S
0' 45

Jg“J\ a,\» L;c .6 *’o,KL \yK rm uu) ol :JB s

TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik «e 4l s, said: “The Prophet of Allah*Xz, never ate at a dining table (khiwan), nor from

small dishes (sukurrujah), and thin bread was never baked for him.” (Yunus said:) | asked Qatadah:
“Then on what did they eat?” He said: “On these leather mats (sufrah).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Mu‘adh ibn Hisham,
from Hisham ad-Dastuwa'i (his father), from Yunus al-Iskaf, from Qatadah, from Anas ibn Malik «s & 52 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 146; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5386.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail: 146

LESSONS FROM THiIS HADITH

A khiwan is a raised dining table, the custom of the rich and of the Persian kings. Sukurrujah are small
dishes for various side dishes and appetisers. The Messenger of Allah ££& used neither; he ate on a

sufrah, a leather mat spread on the floor.
Sahl ibn Sa‘d a4l s> Was asked: “Did the Messenger of Allah % eat fine flour (white bread)?” He

said: “The Messenger of Allah 5 never saw fine flour until he met Allah” (ash-Shama'il 145) —

hasan chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 5413). They would blow on the barley flour, so what flew away flew
away, and the rest was kneaded.

NOTE: ‘A’ISHAH’S TEARS (ASH-SHAMA’IL 147)
Masruq related that ‘A'ishah served him food and said: “I do not eat my fill of any food and wish to weep,
except that | weep,” remembering the state of the Messenger of Allah £ when he left this world. Its chain is
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Yet its meaning — ‘A’ishah’s sorrow at remembering his simple life —
agrees with the sahih narrations of this chapter.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 147 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:147
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 25: WHAT HE ATE WITH BREAD

The twenty-fifth chapter is the longest in this part: “What has come about the condiments of the

2 77

Messenger of Allah“&s”, with 34 narrations. It lists the foods eaten with bread: vinegar, olive oil, gourd,
meat, chicken, honey, sweets, dates and more.

Idam (condiment) in Arabic is anything eaten with bread to make it easier to swallow and tastier —
vinegar, oil, broth, meat or dates. At that time, bread was the main food, and the condiment only a small
addition.

From this list we learn an important principle: the Messenger of Allah i€ ate what was available. He did

not refuse lawful food, nor did he strain to find food that was not there. Abu Hurayrah said: “The Messenger
of Allah £ never criticised food. If he liked it, he ate it; if not, he left it” (Sahih al-Bukhari 5409).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“WHAT AN EXCELLENT CONDIMENT VINEGAR IS”

It is from this chapter that the title of this part is taken. The Messenger of Allah £ praised the simplest of

foods:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 150
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TRANSLATION:
‘Aishah L= & s>, narrated that the Messenger of Allah % said: “What an excellent condiment vinegar

i

is.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Sahl ibn ‘Askar and ‘Abdullah ibn
‘Abd ar-Rahman ad-Darimi, from Yahya ibn Hassan, from Sulayman ibn Bilal, from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, from

‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr (his father), from ‘A'ishah L 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 150; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2051.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam
Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:150

LEsSONS FROM THIs HADITH
Vinegar is not a luxury food; it is the condiment of the poor. Yet he praised it. Jabir <= ) 2 Narrated

the same saying (ash-Shama'il 152) — sahih. In Sahih Muslim, Jabir relates that he asked his family
about a condiment, and they said: “We have nothing but vinegar.” He asked for it and ate with it, saying:
“What an excellent condiment vinegar is.”

Scholars draw two lessons: first, praising the food that is available, however simple, as a sign of gratitude
and to gladden one’s family. Second, contentment (gqana‘ah) with what Allah gives. Whoever is grateful
for little, Allah will bless.

An-Nu‘man ibn Bashir 4z 4| 2 said to the people: “Do you not now eat and drink whatever you wish?

| saw your Prophet £&, and he could not find even poor-quality dates (daqal) to fill his stomach’

(ash-Shama'il 151) — sahih.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NoTE: “A HOUuSE WITH VINEGAR” (ASH-SHAMA’IL 172)

Umm Hani' narrated that he asked whether there was any food, and she said there was nothing but dry bread
and vinegar. He said: “Bring it. A house with vinegar is not poor.” Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali
Za'i, but the praise of vinegar is established in the sahih narrations above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 172 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za’i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:172

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 106 / 266


https://sunnah.com/shamail:172

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

OLIVE OIL: A BLESSED TREE

Another food he praised is olive oil:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 157
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TRANSLATION:
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab <= 4| s said: The Messenger of Allah £€ said: “Eat olive oil and anoint yourselves

with it, for it comes from a blessed tree.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Yahya ibn Musa, from ‘Abd ar-Razzag, from Ma‘mar
ibn Rashid, from Zayd ibn Aslam, from Aslam (his father), from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab «& 4l o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 157; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 1851.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Shaykh al-Albani
graded it sahih.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:157

LESSONS FROM THiS HADITH

The olive tree is mentioned in the Qur'an as a blessed tree: “a blessed olive tree, neither of the east
nor of the west” (An-Nur 24:35) — Tafsir |bn Kathir 24:35.

Abu Usayd ¢ &) 2 also narrated the same saying (ash-Shama'il 156) — sahih. He commanded two

things: eating it and anointing with it (applying it to the body and hair). Olive oil was food, medicine and
a conditioner for skin and hair in that time.

Modern nutritional research also finds that olive oil is rich in monounsaturated fats and antioxidants, and
itis the basis of the Mediterranean diet associated with heart health. This agrees with his encouragement,
though we eat it chiefly to follow the Sunnah and to be grateful for Allah’s blessing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE GOURD HE LOVED

There was one food that the Messenger of Allah £ loved so much that the Companions remembered it:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 159
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TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik a4l &2 said: “The Prophet s liked gourd. So when food was brought, or he was

invited to a meal, | would look for it and place it in front of him, because | knew he liked it.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Muhammad ibn
Ja'far and ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Mahdi, from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from Qatadah, from Anas ibn Malik >,

e 4.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 159.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:159

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Notice Anas’s love for him: he would look for the gourd in the dish and place it in front of him, knowing
he liked it. This is the manner of a servant who loves his master — noticing what he likes and providing it
unasked.

This hadith also shows that the Messenger of Allah &€, as a human being, had favourite foods. Liking

a food does not contradict asceticism. What matters is not to overindulge and not to criticise food one
does not like.

Gourd (dubba’) is a cheap and easily found vegetable, soft and light on the stomach. His choice shows
that his favourite food was not an expensive one, but an ordinary food found around him. Many Muslims
to this day cook gourd because he loved it — a small way of showing love.

Gourd also appears in the story of the Prophet Yunus ;-’;u\ :lc Allah caused a gourd plant to grow over

him when he was cast onto the shore, weak and ill, to shade and protect him (As-Saffat 37:146). Some
scholars mention this as one more reason the Companions came to love it as he did.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NOTE: GOURD TO INCREASE THE MEAL (ASH-SHAMA’IL 160)

Hakim ibn Jabir narrated from his father that he saw gourd being cut up beside him and asked: “What is this?”
He said: “We increase our food with it.” Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 160 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:160
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

A TAILOR’S INVITATION

The Messenger of Allah £ accepted invitations from ordinary people, including a tailor:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 161
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TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik <= & 2 said that a tailor invited the Messenger of Allah € to a meal he had made. Anas

said: | went with the Messenger of Allah £ to that meal. He served the Messenger of Allah £ barley bread
and a broth with gourd and dried meat. Anas said: “I saw the Prophet ‘g picking out the gourd from

around the bowl, and | have loved gourd ever since that day.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa'id, from Malik ibn Anas, from Ishag
ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Talhah, from Anas ibn Malik 4= &1 g2 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 161; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5379.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:161

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith shows his humility: the leader of the Ummah accepted the invitation of a tailor, and ate what
was served — barley bread and gourd broth. He did not refuse the invitations of the poor, nor did he look
down on a simple meal.

Notice too the words of Anas: “I have loved gourd ever since that day.” Love for the Messenger of
Allah £ made Anas love what he loved. This is a sign of true love: the heart loves what the beloved

loves.

In al-Bukhari’s narration, the tailor served the food and then went back to his work (Sahih al-Bukhari
5420). He was not offended; he ate happily. This shows that he did not demand special treatment, and
indeed respected people at work.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

SWEETS AND HONEY

‘Aishah L M 2. Mentioned two kinds of food that he loved:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 162
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= &) 2, said: “The Prophet s loved sweets and honey.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Ibrahim ad-Dawragi and Salamah ibn
Shabib and Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Abu Usamah, from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr

(his father), from ‘Alishah Lee &1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 162; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5431.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail: 162

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Honey is mentioned in the Qur'an as a healing: “in which there is healing for people” (An-Nahl 16:69)
— Tafsir Ibn Kathir 16:69.

Halwa’ (sweets) here means any sweet food, such as dates mixed with milk or flour. Scholars note that
liking sweet food is human nature, and he did not deny it. What is forbidden is excess that harms oneself.

Today, when excess sugar causes many diseases, his Sunnah teaches balance: enjoying sweet things
in moderation, especially from natural sources such as honey and dates, without going beyond limits.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ROASTED MEAT

Meat was not his daily food, but when it was available, he ate it gladly:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 165

s oo s S0 P s sas or So P So sar

0 e 5 O G G BAL 106 55 AL 106 O 5 5,7 BD
L}am\d,i;éw dbcﬁi&oﬁ\fcm\mjaﬁ\upu\m

- G ds. sy o0l e @S s er

LCL}/}cﬁ&éﬂ\&\gcng.&dbc«Uu\;%«}ucm\

4 ”_

5106 Solk & 410G iz A6 ssal, wsh, Isk o 06 e

P Y oo //)‘ w)‘g, )‘/ -, s o0r B8

J\y&@}‘J‘f&CJW‘ Ajdu"d}.béb‘)\.m

TRANSLATION:
Al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah << & o2 said: | was a guest with the Messenger of Allah & one night. A roasted

side of meat was brought, and he took the knife and began cutting, and cut some of it for me. Then Bilal
came to tell him of the prayer, so he put down the knife and said: “What is wrong with him? May his hands
be in the dust!” And his moustache had grown long, so he said to him: “I will trim it for you over a siwak,” or
“Trim it over a siwak.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Waki‘, from Mis‘ar ibn
Kidam, from Abu Sakhrah Jami' ibn Shaddad, from al-Mughirah ibn ‘Abdullah, from al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 165; also Sunan
Abi Dawud No. 188.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Shaykh al-Albani
graded it sahih in Sunan Abi Dawud.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail: 165

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith contains several lessons. First, he cut the meat himself and served his guest by cutting
some for al-Mughirah. Second, when the call to prayer was made, he at once put down the knife and
prepared for prayer. In al-Bukhari’'s narration, he then prayed without renewing his ablution (Sahih al-
Bukhari 5408).

Third, he noticed Bilal's appearance and told him to trim his moustache — a sign that he cared about the
cleanliness and neatness of his Companions. The expression “taribat yadahu” is a common Arabic
phrase, not a real prayer against him.

Abu Hurayrah 4« &) s> mentioned that meat was brought to him and he was given the foreleg (dhira’),

which he liked, so he bit from it (ash-Shama'il 166) — sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 3340). ‘Abdullah
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ibn Ja‘far narrated that he said: “The best meat is the meat of the back” (ash-Shama'il 170) — hasan
chain.

NOTE: NARRATIONS ABOUT THE FORELEG (ASH-SHAMA’IL 167-169)

The narration of Ibn Mas‘ud that he was poisoned through a foreleg (No. 167) and the narration of ‘A'ishah
that the foreleg was not his favourite meat, but he rarely had meat and hurried to it because it cooked quickly
(No. 169), both have weak chains. The narration of Abu ‘Ubayd (No. 168) has a weak chain but the hadith is
hasan through other routes. The event of his being poisoned at Khaybar is itself established in sahih
narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 167-169. https://sunnah.com/shamail:167
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHICKEN AND FowL

Zahdam al-Jarmi related that they were with Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari <e &\ s When chicken was served.

A man refused to eat because he had seen chickens eat filth, and had sworn not to eat it. Abu Musa said:
“Come near, for | saw the Messenger of Allah g eating chicken” (ash-Shama'il 153) — sahih; also

(Sahih al-Bukhari 5517).

This story teaches us not to forbid what Allah has made lawful on the basis of feelings alone. Chicken
is lawful; if a chicken has eaten filth, scholars discuss the ruling of jallalah (animals whose food is mostly
filth), but ordinary chicken remains lawful to eat. Another narration mentions that the man was from Banu
Taymillah, and Abu Musa still invited him to come near and eat (ash-Shama'il 155) — sahih chain.

NOTE: THE MEAT OF A BUSTARD (ASH-SHAMA'IL 154)

Safinah, the freed servant of the Messenger of Allah £, narrated that he ate the meat of a bustard with him.
Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Still, wholesome birds are generally lawful to eat.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 154 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:154
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THARID AND THE VIRTUE OF ‘A’ISHAH

Tharid is bread torn into pieces and soaked in meat broth — the food most valued by the Arabs because
it is filling, soft and nourishing. The Messenger of Allah 2% used it as a comparison:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NoO. 173
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari <= 4! s>, Narrated that the Prophet £ said: “The superiority of ‘A’ishah over other

women is like the superiority of tharid over all other food.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna, from Muhammad ibn
Ja'far, from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from ‘Amr ibn Murrah, from Murrah al-Hamdani, from Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 173; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3411.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:173

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This comparison is very beautiful: just as tharid combines the goodness of bread and meat, ‘A’'ishah
combined many virtues — knowledge, understanding, intelligence and her place as the most beloved
wife. She narrated more than two thousand hadiths and was a reference for the Companions in religious
knowledge.

Anas <o 4l 2 Narrated the same saying (ash-Shama'il 174) — sahih chain. In al-Bukhari's narration,

it is preceded by: “Many men reached perfection, and none of the women reached perfection except
Asiyah the wife of Pharaoh and Maryam the daughter of ‘Imran” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3411).

723

This hadith also shows how the Messenger of Allah i€ taught through comparisons close to his

listeners’ lives. He took the food most valued by the Arabs to explain the virtue of a woman — a way easy
to understand and to remember.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

MEALS AND WEDDING FEASTS

Several narrations in this chapter tell of his meals and wedding feasts. Anas s 4l 2 said: “The

Messenger of Allah ‘g gave a wedding feast for Safiyyah with dates and sawiq (roasted barley

flour)” (ash-Shama'il 176) — sahih. The wedding feast of the leader of a state was a very simple meal.

Jabir s 4| 2 related that he visited a woman of the Ansar who slaughtered a sheep for him; he ate

from it, then a dish of fresh dates was served, and he ate from it. Then he performed ablution for the Zuhr
prayer and prayed, then ate again from what was left of the sheep, and prayed ‘Asr without renewing
his ablution (ash-Shama'’il 179) — sahih.

Anas <o 4 2 also mentioned that he liked what was left at the bottom of the dish (ash-Shama'il

183) — sahih. This agrees with the Sunnah of not wasting: he did not leave leftovers in the dish, but
finished them. Abu Hurayrah saw him perform ablution after eating dried curd (aqit), then eat from a
shoulder of mutton and pray without ablution (ash-Shama'il 175) — sahih chain; scholars explain that the
obligation of ablution after eating food cooked by fire was abrogated.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT MEALS (ASH-SHAMA'IL 177-178)

The narration of Salma about the dish he liked (No. 177) and the narration of Jabir that he said “It is as if they
knew that we love meat” (No. 178), both have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 177-178. https://sunnah.com/shamail:177
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“THEN | AM FASTING”

A beautiful narration shows how he faced a house with no food:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 181
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah, Mother of the Believers = 4‘3\ 2, said: The Prophet & would come to me and ask: “Do you have

any lunch?” | would say: “No.” He would say: “Then | am fasting.” One day he came, and | said: “O
Messenger of Allah, we have been given a gift.” He asked: “What is it?” | said: “Hays (a mix of dates, ghee
and dried curd).” He said: “I began this morning fasting.” Then he ate.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi; from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Bishr ibn as-Sari, from
Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Talhah ibn Yahya, from ‘A’ishah bint Talhah, from ‘A’'ishah, Mother of the Believers

e A1 2.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 181; also Sahih
Muslim No. 1154.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam
Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:181

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

When there was no food, he did not become angry or complain. He made it an opportunity for worship
— intending a voluntary fast. This is the attitude of a believer: every situation becomes a way of drawing
closer to Allah.

This hadith is also evidence in figh: a voluntary fast may be intended in the morning if one has eaten
nothing since dawn, and one fasting voluntarily may break the fast for a need or good reason, such as
accepting a gift. This is the ease in voluntary worship.

Notice too his habit of asking his wife gently, “Do you have any food?”, without demanding or criticising.
He did not burden his wife, but accepted the state of the house with contentment. This is a great lesson
for husbands in the home.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 117 / 266


https://sunnah.com/narrator/7352
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1866
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3436
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4027
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4051
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4049
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7352
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1866
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3436
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4027
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4051
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4049
https://sunnah.com/shamail:181

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 26: ABLUTION AND MEALS

The twenty-sixth chapter discusses ablution at meals. |bn ‘Abbas L= I 2 said that the Messenger

of Allah &€ came out of the toilet and food was brought to him. They asked: “Shall we not bring you water

1)

for ablution?” He said: “I have only been commanded to perform ablution when | stand for prayer
(ash-Shama'il 184) — sahih chain; also (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 1847) and (Sahih Muslim 374).

In another narration he said: “Am | about to pray, that | should perform ablution?” (ash-Shama'il 185) —
sahih chain. This hadith shows that ablution is not obligatory before eating. Yet washing the hands
before and after eating remains a good practice for cleanliness.

NOTE: THE BLESSING OF FOOD IN THE TORAH (ASH-SHAMA'IL 186)

Salman said he read in the Torah that the blessing of food is washing after it, and he said: “The blessing of
food is washing before it and washing after it.” Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Ablution here
means washing the hands, not the ablution for prayer.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 186 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:186
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 27: BISMILLAH BEFORE EATING

The twenty-seventh chapter gathers his words before and after eating. The most famous narration is
his advice to a child:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 189
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TRANSLATION:
‘Umar ibn Abi Salamah «:= il 2 Went in to the Messenger of Allah ££€ while food was before him, and he

said: “Come near, my son. Mention the name of Allah the Exalted, eat with your right hand, and eat
from what is in front of you.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Abdullah ibn as-Sabbah al-Hashimi, from ‘Abd al-
A'la, from Ma‘'mar ibn Rashid, from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr (his father), from ‘Umar

ibn Abi Salamah «e &\ 5.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 189; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5376.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:189

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

‘Umar ibn Abi Salamah was his stepson, the son of Umm Salamah. In al-Bukhari’s narration, he said: |
was a boy under the care of the Messenger of Allah £, and my hand used to wander around the dish”

(Sahih_al-Bukhari 5376). He corrected him gently — “my son” — and taught him three manners:
mentioning the name of Allah, eating with the right hand, and eating from what is near.

If one forgets to mention the name of Allah at the start of a meal, he taught: “Let him say: Bismillahi
awwalahu wa akhirahu’ (in the name of Allah at its beginning and its end) (ash-Shama'il 188) — sahih
chain; also (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 1858).

‘A'ishah L= & o2 related that he was eating with six Companions when a Bedouin came and finished

the food in two mouthfuls. He said: “Had he mentioned the name of Allah, it would have sufficed you
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

all” (ash-Shama'il 192) — sahih chain. Bismillah brings a blessing that makes a little food enough for
many.

Notice also how he taught children. He did not scold ‘Umar ibn Abi Salamah in front of people, pull his
hand away, or shame him. He called him “my son”, then taught him in short, clear words. ‘Umar himself
said that from that day on, that was how he ate. A gentle correction stays in the heart longer than harsh
anger.

Parents can make mealtimes times of teaching: eating together as a family, saying Bismillah aloud so
the children hear, eating with the right hand, and taking from what is near. These small manners, repeated
every day, become lasting character.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE SUPPLICATION AFTER EATING

When he finished eating, the Messenger of Allah £ praised Allah:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 191
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Umamah <= 4l (&2 said: When the food was removed from in front of the Messenger of Allah %, he

would say: “Al-hamdu lillahi hamdan kathiran tayyiban mubarakan fih, ghayra muwadda‘in wa la
mustaghnan ‘anhu rabbana.” (All praise is due to Allah, abundant, good and blessed praise; praise that is
not bid farewell to, and that we never cease to need, O our Lord.)

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-
Qattan, from Thawr ibn Yazid, from Khalid ibn Ma'dan, from Abu Umamah «s & o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 191; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5458.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:191

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This supplication carries deep meaning. The praise is “not bid farewell to” — we do not say goodbye to
Allah’s blessing, for we will keep needing it. And “we never cease to need it” — we always depend on
Allah for the next provision.

This supplication teaches a sense of servanthood:. each time he finishes eating, a believer
acknowledges that the food came from Allah, and that he will keep needing Him. It saves the heart from
pride and from feeling self-sufficient.

Think how many are involved in bringing a plate of food to us: the farmer who planted, the rain that fell,
the sun that shone, the trader who sold and the hands that cooked. All of them are moved by Allah. So
praise after eating is an acknowledgement that every morsel is provision from Him, not merely the fruit
of our own effort.

This supplication is a little long, but easy to memorise if repeated after every meal. Begin with the shortest
— “Alhamdulillah” — then add a little at a time until the full wording he taught becomes a habit.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NoTE: “WHo FED US AND GAVE Us DRINK” (ASH-SHAMA’IL 190)

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri narrated the supplication: “Praise be to Allah who fed us and gave us drink, and made us
Muslims.” Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Yet its meaning is good, and praising Allah after
eating is established in sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 190 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:190
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ALLAH IS PLEASED WITH PRAISE

This chapter ends with a hadith that gives great hope:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA'IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 193
P4 s s o @ -z o - e /;, e s o or JSo S JSor G @

F Co.«\:\) d\ v Lﬁ u;« colol o) LEus NG cd‘)u O S5 c.:L;a EHe

R 2 o - o -

g s ade &l Lo il J gy JG 206 cllle o w\ o G a\

s S os0sr 0B s or oF //a’ s o =

oo odamd % 20 Ok Mw\fu 5 .w\uo&@s &

TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik <= 4| s, said: The Messenger of Allah £ said: “Allah is pleased with the servant who

eats a morsel and praises Him for it, or drinks a drink and praises Him for it.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Hannad ibn as-Sari and Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from
Abu Usamah, from Zakariyya ibn Abi Za'idah, from Sa'id ibn Abi Burdah, from Anas ibn Malik & 4 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 193; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2734.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:193

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Imagine: the pleasure of Allah — what every believer seeks most — can be gained by a very simple act:
eating a morsel or drinking a sip, then saying “Alhamdulillah”. It needs no wealth, effort or much time.

This hadith changes how we see food. Food is not merely filling the stomach, but an opportunity to give
thanks. Every meal — breakfast, lunch, dinner, even a sip of water — can be a reason for Allah to be
pleased with us.

Teach children to say “Bismillah” before eating and “Alhamdulillah” after. These two light words,
practised from childhood, become a habit that brings Allah’s pleasure throughout life.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 28: His Cup

The twenty-eighth chapter mentions his cup. Thabit said that Anas brought out to them a thick wooden
cup, mended with iron, and said: “O Thabit, this is the cup of the Messenger of Allah £ (ash-Shama'l

194) — hasan chain.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 195
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TRANSLATION:
Anas w4 &2, said: “I gave the Messenger of Allah*s: every kind of drink in this cup (qadah): water,

nabidh (date infusion), honey and milk.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ad-Darimi, from ‘Amr
ibn ‘Asim, from Hammad ibn Salamah, from Humayd at-Tawil and Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik > ,

e .
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 195; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2008.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:195

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

His cup was of wood — not gold or silver. The Messenger of Allah £ forbade drinking from vessels of

gold and silver, for they are for the disbelievers in this world and for the believers in the Hereafter. This
simple cup was used for every kind of drink: water, nabidh, honey and milk.

Nabidh is water in which dates or raisins have been soaked to sweeten it, drunk before it turns sour or
intoxicating. It is a nourishing, refreshing drink. Anas kept that cup lovingly — as a remembrance of him.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 29: FRUIT

The twenty-ninth chapter mentions the fruit he ate. ‘A'ishah L= &) 2, said: “The Prophetiis used to

eat watermelon with fresh dates” (ash-Shama'il 197) — sahih. In Abu Dawud’s narration, he explained:
“The heat of this is broken by the coolness of that, and the coolness of that by the heat of this” (Sunan
Abi Dawud 3836) — hasan.

‘Abdullah ibn Ja'far Lz 4 s> said: “The Prophet&% used to eat cucumber with fresh dates” (ash-

Shama'il 196) — sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 5440). These combinations show his wisdom in
balancing food: sweet, “warm” dates balanced by cooling, watery cucumber and watermelon.

NOTE: CUCUMBERS AND ORNAMENTS FROM BAHRAIN (ASH-SHAMA’IL 201-202)

Ar-Rubayyi' bint Mu‘awwidh related that she brought him a tray of fresh dates and cucumbers, and he gave
her a handful of ornaments that had come from Bahrain. Both narrations have weak chains according to
Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. That he ate cucumber with dates is established in the narration of ‘Abdullah ibn Ja'far above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 201-202. https://sunnah.com/shamail:201

Modern nutrition also encourages variety in fruits and vegetables. Dates are rich in energy and fibre,
while cucumber and watermelon are rich in water. The combinations he chose suited the hot climate of
Arabia.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE PRAYER OVER THE FIRST FRUIT

When the first fruit of the season was brought to him, he did not eat it at once:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 200
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah <= A 2 said: When the people saw the first fruit (of the season), they brought it to the

Messenger of Allah £. When he took it, he said: “O Allah, bless us in our fruits, bless us in our city, and

bless us in our sa‘ and our mudd. O Allah, Ibrahim is Your servant, Your intimate friend and Your prophet,
and | am Your servant and Your prophet. He prayed to You for Makkah, and | pray to You for Madinah for the
like of what he prayed for Makkah, and as much again.” Then he would call the youngest child he saw
and give him that fruit.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id; and by another route: Ishag
ibn Musa al-Ansari, from Ma'‘n ibn ‘Isa — both from Malik ibn Anas, from Suhayl ibn Abi Salih, from Abu Salih

(his father), from Abu Hurayrah z= 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 200; also Sahih
Muslim No. 1373.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:200

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith contains two beauties. First, he prayed for blessing for Madinah — for its fruits, its city and
its measures — just as Ibrahim ;{CJ\ :lc prayed for Makkah. To this day, the dates of Madinah are

known for their blessing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Second, he gave the first fruit to the youngest child. He did not keep it for himself, though the first fruit
is the most eagerly awaited. This shows his love for children and his habit of preferring others.

Parents can bring this Sunnah to life: when buying new fruit, give the little children first, and teach them
to pray for blessing. Children who are given priority with love grow up with generous souls.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 30: His DRINKS

The thirtieth chapter mentions the drinks he liked. This chapter contains only two narrations, and both
have weak chains:

NOTE: His FAVOURITE DRINKS (ASH-SHAMA’IL 203-204)
‘Nishah said: “The drink most beloved to the Messenger of Allah i€ was sweet, cold water’ (No. 203). |bn

‘Abbas related that he and Khalid ibn al-Walid went in with him to Maymunah, and milk was served; he drank,
then asked Ibn ‘Abbas, who was on his right, whether he would give his turn to Khalid. Ibn ‘Abbas said: “l will
not prefer anyone over your leftover drink.” He then taught the supplication for drinking milk (No. 204).

Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i graded both chains weak. Yet the etiquette of giving first to the one on the right when
serving drink is established in Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim, and the supplication for drinking milk is narrated
by Abu Dawud and at-Tirmidhi with a chain some scholars graded hasan.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 203-204 — weak chains. https://sunnah.com/shamail:203

Though this chapter’s narrations are weak, their meaning is close to human nature: cool, sweet water is
a great blessing, especially in a hot land. The Messenger of Allah £ also said that the first blessing a

person will be asked about on the Day of Resurrection is: “Did We not make your body healthy and give
you cool water to drink?” (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 3358) — sahih.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 31: How HE DRANK

The thirty-first chapter, the last in this part, describes how the Messenger of Allah*tz drank:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NoO. 209
»  JSo 0 Por s Br @&, So P I 2 s So Soot s mr

d\fcwgu)\)\wu.b N[E ol g Crug s cdrw A o

lA/ <4 s 7

B8 B3 & o, 36 thons e ) o G O

Pyl o 2 S -

'LS))‘J 6‘/‘)»5 ‘J}‘Q’J cuf.u \J‘

TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik s &) o2, Narrated: “When the Prophet &2 drank, he would breathe three times

(outside) the vessel, and say: It is more wholesome and more thirst-quenching.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id and Yusuf ibn Hammad, from
‘Abd al-Warith ibn Sa‘id, from Abu ‘Isam, from Anas ibn Malik <& & o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 209; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2028.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:209

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

He drank in three sips, breathing outside the vessel between each one. In al-Bukhari's narration, he
forbade breathing into the vessel (Sahih al-Bukhari 5630). So “breathing three times in the vessel’
means drinking in three parts, moving the vessel away from the mouth to breathe.

He himself mentioned the wisdom: “It is more wholesome and more thirst-quenching.” Drinking slowly
gives the body time to absorb the water, prevents choking, and stops one from drinking too much at once.
Anas himself practised it and said the Prophet did so (ash-Shama'il 212) — sahih chain.

He also taught us to drink with the right hand (Sahih Muslim 2020) and to begin with the name of Allah.
These small manners, taken together, turn the ordinary act of drinking into rewarded worship.

Try practising this Sunnah the next time we drink: sit down, say Bismillah, hold the cup in the right hand,
drink in three sips while breathing outside the cup, then say Alhamdulillah. An ordinary sip of water
becomes an act of worship filled with five Sunnahs at once.

NOTE: Two BREATHS (ASH-SHAMA’IL 210)
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Ibn ‘Abbas narrated that when he drank, he took two breaths. Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.
What is established is three times, as in the sahih narrations above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 210 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:210
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

DRINKING WHILE STANDING

The same chapter contains several narrations that he drank while standing. Ibn ‘Abbas L= &) @)

said: “The Propheti&z drank Zamzam water while standing” (ash-Shama'il 205) — sahih; also (Sahih

al-Bukhari 1637). ‘Amr ibn Shu‘ayb narrated from his father, from his grandfather: “| saw the Messenger
of Allah £ drink both standing and sitting” (ash-Shama'il 206) — hasan chain.

‘Al aze &) 2 performed a light ablution at ar-Rahbah, then drank while standing and said: “This is how

| saw the Messenger of Allah £ do it” (ash-Shama'il 208) — sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 5615).

Kabshah also related that he drank from the mouth of a hanging waterskin while standing, and she cut off
its mouth to keep it (ash-Shama'’il 211) — hasan chain.

NOTE: PROHIBITION AND PERMISSION OF DRINKING WHILE STANDING

In Sahih Muslim there is a hadith forbidding drinking while standing (Sahih Muslim 2026). Scholars
reconcile these proofs: the prohibition is makruh tanzih (better avoided), and he drank standing to show
that it is permitted, or out of need, such as in a crowded place (Zamzam) or from a hanging waterskin. So
drinking while sitting is better, and drinking while standing is not a sin.

REFERENCES:
an-Nawawi, Sharh Sahih Muslim, Book of Drinks.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LESSONS AND CONCLUSION

Chapters 23 to 31 of ash-Shama'il introduce us to the meals and table manners of the Messenger of
Allah 2. Among the most important lessons:

CHAPTER KEY LESSON

23. How he ate Three fingers; licking the fingers; not reclining
24. Bread Barley bread; often hungry; no dining table

25 Condiments Praising vinegar; olive oil; gourd; never criticising

food
26. Ablution and meals Ablution is for prayer, not for eating
27. Words at meals Bismillah; eating with the right; Alhamdulillah
28-30. Cup, fruit, drinks A wooden cup; the first fruit for a child
31. How he drank Three sips; sitting is better

A MESSAGE FOR Us
We live in an age of abundant food, while the Messenger of Allah £ often spent the night hungry. May

we not forget to be grateful, not waste, and always share with those in need. Begin every meal with
Bismillah, and end it with Alhamdulillah.

The discussion continues in Part 4: his perfume, speech, laughter, joking, poetry, night conversation,
sleep and worship — the next chapters of ash-Shama'il. And Allah knows best.
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APPENDIX: A CHECKLIST OF MEAL MANNERS

Here is a summary of the meal manners of the Messenger of Allah £ discussed in this book, with their

sources. This list can be printed and placed in the kitchen or by the dining mat as a reminder for the whole

family.
I S
Before eating, saying Bismillah Sahih al-Bukhari 5376
If forgotten: “Bismillahi awwalahu wa akhirahu” Jami* at-Tirmidhi 1858
Eating and drinking with the right hand Sahih Muslim 2020
Eating from what is near Sahih al-Bukhari 5376
Not eating while reclining ash-Shama'il 138

Eating with three fingers and licking them afterwards ~ ash-Shama'il 140

Picking up a fallen morsel, removing any dirt and
eating it

Never criticising food Sahih al-Bukhari 5409

Sahih Muslim 2034

Not filling the stomach: a third for food, a third for

drink, a third for breath Jami' at-Timidhi 2380

Praising Allah after eating and drinking ash-Shama'il 193
Drinking in three sips and not breathing into the Sahih al-Bukhari 5630
vessel

Drinking while sitting (preferred) Sahih Muslim 2026
Giving the first fruit to a child ash-Shama'il 200

Begin with two or three manners, practise them until they become habits, then add the next. A small
Sunnah done consistently is more beloved to Allah than a great deed that is abandoned.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The Arabic terms below appear throughout this book. Knowing them makes it easier to follow the
narrations and the explanations of the scholars, and to continue studying ash-Shama'il in its
commentaries.

L

Anything eaten with bread as a condiment: vinegar,

Idam oil, broth, meat, dates

Khiwan A rajsed dining table, the custom of the wealthy and
of kings

Sukurrujah Small dishes for side dishes and appetisers

Sufrah A leather mat spread on the floor to eat on

e Sitting hunched or squatting, as he did when eating
out of hunger

Tharid Bread torn into pieces and soaked in meat broth

Sawiq Roasted barley flour, mixed with water or fat

Hays A mixture of dates, ghee and dried curd

Aqit Dried curd made from milk

Dhira* The foreleg (shoulder) of a sheep or goat

Dubba’ Gourd, a soft vegetable he loved

Halwa’ Sweet food in general

Dagal Poor-quality dates

Jallalah An animal whose food is mostly filth

Walimah The wedding feast

Nabidh Water i_n which dates or raisins were soaked, drunk
before it ferments

Qadah A drinking cup

Qirbah A waterskin made of leather

Qana‘ah Contentment with what Allah has given

Makruh tanzih Disliked, better avoided, but not sinful

Sahih / Hasan / Da'if Grades of a chain: authentic, good, weak

Many of these words describe a simple life: a leather mat instead of a table, barley instead of fine flour, a
wooden cup instead of silver. The vocabulary itself reminds us how plain the table of the Messenger of

Allah £€ was.
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REFERENCES FOR PART 3
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

PART FOUR

His Laughter Was a Smile

Chapters 32-40 of ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah

His Perfume, Speech, Laughter, Joking, Poetry, Night Conversation, the Hadith of Umm Zar’, Sleep and
Worship

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 136 / 266



THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

His LAUGHTER WAS A SMILE

In the last three books, we came to know the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £, his clothing and

his table. This fourth book brings us closer still to his person: his fragrance, how he spoke, laughed and
joked, his attitude to poetry, the stories told at night, his sleep and his worship. It follows chapters 32 to
40 of ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah by Imam at-Tirmidhi.

These chapters contain 66 narrations. Chapter 40 alone, on his worship, contains 25. Chapter 38
contains only one hadith, yet it is among the longest in the book: the story of eleven women who
described their husbands. As in the previous books, sahih and hasan narrations are presented in Hadith
boxes, while weak narrations are explained in Note boxes.

The picture that emerges is very beautiful: a Prophet whose laughter was a smile, who joked yet never
lied, who asked a small child about his little bird, and who stood in prayer at night until his feet swelled —
then said: “Should I not be a grateful servant?”

Grades of the Narrations in Chapters 32-40 of ash-Shama'il (66 narrations)

Ch. 32: Perfume
Ch. 33: Speech

Ch. 34: Laughter

Ch. 35: Joking
mmm Sahih

n 1 mmm Hasan

Da'if (weak)

Ch. 36: Poetry

Ch. 37: Night stories

Ch. 38: Umm Zar'

Ch. 39: Sleep
= |

0 5 10 s 20 25

Number of narrations
Grades according to the edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i (sunnah.com). “Sahih” includes “sahih chain”; No. 271 (other routes of No. 270) is counted as sahih with it.

Ch. 40: Worship

Figure 4: The grades of the narrations in chapters 32-40 of ash-Shama'il.

Note: The Quranic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadlith is stated in its box, based on the
edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i as shown on sunnah.com. Of the 66 narrations in these chapters, more than four-fifths are
sahih or hasan.
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A GREAT MORAL CHARACTER

Before we come to know his smile, his words and his worship, let us hear how Allah Himself praised His
Messenger:

SURAH AL-QALAM 68:4

P }} - _7 /;/
!. A2 G/\J
@‘“’ LSJ&-L}A \gj

And indeed, you are of a great moral character.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/68:4

This praise comes from Allah, not from people. Ibn Kathir relates that when ‘A’ishah was asked about the
character of the Messenger of Allah &g, she said: “His character was the Qur'an” — he practised its

commands and avoided its prohibitions, as though the Qur'an lived in him Tafsir Ibn Kathir 68:4.

The chapters of this book show that character in small daily matters: he never refused a gift of perfume,
spoke slowly and clearly, greeted his Companions with a smile, joked with children and the poor,
appreciated good poetry, listened attentively to his wife’s stories, and slept and woke with remembrance
of Allah.

This noble character is also rooted in worship. His smile by day was never separate from his prostration
by night. That is why the last chapter of this book, on his worship, is the key to understanding the chapters
before it: a heart close to Allah radiates gentleness to people.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 32: HiS PERFUME

The thirty-second chapter of ash-Shama'il is titled “What has come about the perfume of the
Messenger of Allah %5, It contains six narrations: one sahih, two hasan and three weak (Figure 4).

Anas 4= 4l &2 said: “The Messenger of Allah*, had a sukkah (perfume container) from which

he scented himself” (ash-Shama'il 215) — hasan chain; also (Sunan Abi Dawud 4162).

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 216
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TRANSLATION:
Thumamah ibn ‘Abdullah said: Anas ibn Malik never refused perfume. And Anas said: “The Prophet s

never refused perfume.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from ‘Azrah ibn Thabit, from Thumamah ibn ‘Abdullah, from Anas ibn Malik <= & s2 ..

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 216; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 2582.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:216

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Perfume is a gift light to carry but great in meaning. Refusing it may hurt the giver, while accepting it
burdens no one. That is why he never refused it, and Anas — his servant for ten years — inherited this
Sunnah in his own life.

He also said: “Women and perfume have been made dear to me from your world, and the comfort
of my eye has been placed in prayer” (Sunan an-Nasa'i 3939) — hasan. Notice the order: perfume is
mentioned among the things of this world he loved, but his true delight was prayer.

Scholars note that wearing perfume, especially when going to the mosque and meeting people, is part of
a Muslim’s cleanliness and good appearance. A pleasant scent delights the angels and people, while
an unpleasant smell may trouble the worshipper beside us.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“THREE THINGS NOT TO BE REFUSED”

lbn ‘Umar Loz & 2, Narrated that he said: “Three things are not refused: cushions, oil (perfume)

and milk” (ash-Shama'il 217) — hasan chain; also (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 2790). All three were gifts commonly
offered to a guest as a sign of honour, and refusing them could seem ungrateful.

This hadith teaches the manners of receiving hospitality. When a host offers a cushion to lean on, a
drink of milk or perfume, accept it gladly. It pleases the host and strengthens brotherhood. Today, this
Sunnah can be revived by accepting refreshments and small gifts with a cheerful face.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT PERFUME (ASH-SHAMA'IL 218-221)

The narration of Abu Hurayrah that men’s perfume is that whose scent is apparent and colour hidden, while
women’s perfume is that whose colour is apparent and scent hidden (No. 218-219), the narration of Abu
‘Uthman an-Nahdi about sweet basil that should not be refused because it is from Paradise (No. 220), and
the narration of Jarir before ‘Umar (No. 221) — all have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za’i, and No.
221 is very weak.

Yet the meaning of No. 218 is acted on by many scholars on the basis of other evidence: women are forbidden
to wear strong perfume when going out past unrelated men, while men are encouraged to wear fragrant
perfume.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 218-221. https://sunnah.com/shamail:218
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 33: How HE SPOKE

The thirty-third chapter describes how the Messenger of Allah i& spoke. It is short — only three

narrations — but rich in lessons:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA'IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 222
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= & &2, said: “The Messenger of Allah* did not speak rapidly, one word after another,

the way you speak. Rather, he spoke in clear, distinct words, so that whoever sat with him could
memorise them.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Humayd ibn Mas'adah al-Basri, from Humayd ibn
al-Aswad, from Usamah ibn Zayd al-Laythi, from az-Zuhri, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr, from ‘A’ishah, Mother

of the Believers L 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 222; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 3639.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:222

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
The Messenger of Allah &€ was a teacher, and a good teacher speaks to be understood, not to appear

clever. In al-Bukhari's narration, ‘A'ishah mentions that he spoke so clearly that if someone wished to
count his words, he could count them (Sahih al-Bukhari 3568).

Anas e 4| o2, added: “The Messenger of Allah& used to repeat his words three times so that

they would be understood” (ash-Shama'il 223) — sahih; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 95). This repetition was
not because his listeners were slow, but because important matters must be delivered correctly.
Teachers, parents and preachers can follow this method.

NOTE: THE DESCRIPTION OF HIND IBN ABI HALAH (ASH-SHAMA’IL 224)

Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali asked his maternal uncle, Hind ibn Abi Halah, to describe how he spoke. Hind said that he
was always thoughtful, long in silence, did not speak without need, spoke in brief words rich in meaning
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

(jawami* al-kalim), honoured blessings however small and never criticised food. Its chain is weak according
to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Yet much of its meaning is supported by other sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 224 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:224
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 34: HiS LAUGHTER

The thirty-fourth chapter describes the laughter of the Messenger of Allah ‘&z, It is from this chapter
that the title of this part is taken:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 227
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn al-Harith <= 4! &2, said: “The laughter of the Messenger of Allah*, was nothing but a

smile.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Khallal, from Yahya ibp Ishag
as-Saylahini, from al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, from Yazid ibn Abi Habib, from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Harith ibn Jaz' &l 42,

L.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 227; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 3642.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:227

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

His laughter was a smile, not loud, roaring laughter. This does not mean he was gloomy; rather he was
always cheerful, but his cheerfulness was adorned with calm and dignity. He also said: “Do not laugh
much, for much laughter deadens the heart” (Sunan Ibn Majah 4193) — hasan.

A smile is also charity. He said: “Your smiling in the face of your brother is charity” (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi
1956). It is the easiest charity: it needs no wealth and tires no one, yet it gladdens the heart of whoever
sees it.

His smile was not a mask for difficulty. He smiled while carrying the burdens of leadership, poverty and
loss. That is why his smile is a lesson in inner contentment. a heart at peace with Allah finds it easy to
smile at people, even on hard days. Let us practise this Sunnah first at home, with our spouses, children
and parents, before we practise it with strangers.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT HiIS SMILE (ASH-SHAMA'IL 225-226)
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

The narration of Jabir ibn Samurah that his shins were slender and his laughter was only a smile, so that
when you looked at him “you would think he wore kohl though he did not” (No. 225), and the narration of

‘Abdullah ibn al-Harith: “I have not seen anyone who smiled more than the Messenger of Allah £%” (No. 226)

— both have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. The meaning of his smile is established in the sahih
narration above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 225-226. https://sunnah.com/shamail:225

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 144 / 266


https://sunnah.com/shamail:225

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“HE NEVER SAW ME WITHOUT SMILING”

A Companion from Yemen, Jarir ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajali, remembered one thing that never changed
whenever he met the Messenger of Allah i&:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 229
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TRANSLATION:
Jarir ibn ‘Abdullah «e 4! s, said: “The Messenger of Allah*Z% never kept me from seeing him since |

embraced Islam, and he never saw me without smiling.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani’, from Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Amr, from
Za'idah ibn Qudamah, from Bayan ibn Bishr, from Qays ibn Abi Hazim, from Jarir ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajali 4>,

e ﬁa\.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 229; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3035.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:229

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Jarir was the chief of his people who embraced Islam in the last years of the Prophet’s life. Yet he was
never kept from entering, and every time the Prophet saw him, he smiled. Imagine how Jarir felt: every
meeting was greeted with a joyful face. This is how he won people’s hearts.

In al-Bukhari’s narration, Jarir added that he complained he could not sit firmly on a horse, so the Prophet
struck his chest and prayed: “O Allah, make him firm and make him a guide who is rightly guided” (Sahih
al-Bukhari 3035). His smile came with care and supplication.

Imam at-Tirmidhi repeats the same narration through another route (ash-Shama'il 230) — sahih. The
lesson is clear; greet family, friends and guests with a smile. A sincere smile can be the beginning of good
relationships and effective da‘wah.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LAUGHING UNTIL HiS MOLARS SHOWED

Though his laughter was usually a smile, there were times when he laughed until his molars showed.
Interestingly, most of these narrations relate to the vastness of Allah’s mercy. Abu Dharr <= & @2

narrated his words about a man brought forward on the Day of Resurrection. His minor sins are shown to
him, while his major sins are hidden. He admits them all in fear, then it is said: “Replace each of his bad
deeds with a good deed.”

The man then says: “I have sins that | do not see here!” Abu Dharr said: “| saw the Messenger of Allah
%2 laugh until his molars showed” (ash-Shama'il 228) — sahih; also (Sahih Muslim 190). The man who

had been afraid now asks for his major sins to be shown too — because they will be turned into good
deeds!

lbn Mas'ud = 4| 2 harrated the story of the last person to come out of the Fire. He is told to enter

Paradise but thinks it is already full. Then he is told: “Make a wish,” and he is given what he wished for
and ten times this world. He says: “Are You mocking me, while You are the King?” Ibn Mas‘ud said: |

saw the Messenger of Allah £ laugh until his molars showed” (ash-Shama'il 231) — sahih; also (Sahih

al-Bukhari 6571).

NOTE: LAUGHTER AT THE BATTLE OF THE TRENCH (ASH-SHAMA’IL 233)

The narration of Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas that he laughed at the Battle of the Trench when Sa‘d shot an enemy
hiding behind a shield has a weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 233 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:233
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ALLAH MARVELS AT A SERVANT WHO SEEKS FORGIVENESS

‘Al ibn Rabi‘ah related that he saw ‘Aliibn Abi Talib 4= 4l 2 mount his riding animal. When he put his

foot in the stirrup, he said Bismillah; when he had settled on it, he said Alhamdulillah, then the
supplication for riding, then praised Allah three times and declared His greatness three times, then said:
“Glory be to You, | have wronged myself, so forgive me, for none forgives sins but You.”

This supplication for riding is taken from the Qur'an: “Exalted is He who has subjected this to us” (Az-
Zukhruf 43:13) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 43:13.

Then ‘Ali laughed. When asked why, he said he had seen the Messenger of Allah £ do the same and

then laugh, and he said: “Your Lord marvels at His servant when he says: Forgive me my sins —
knowing that none forgives sins but He” (ash-Shama'il 232) — sahih; also (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 3446).

His laughter here was laughter of joy at Allah’s mercy. A servant who admits his sins and knows that
only Allah forgives has truly known his Lord. This hadith also teaches us the supplication for travel —
practise it every time we get into a car, on a motorcycle or on a plane.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 147 / 266


https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/43/13
https://sunnah.com/shamail:232
https://sunnah.com/tirmidhi:3446

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 35: HIS JOKING

The thirty-fifth chapter describes the joking of the Messenger of Allah“&z. He joked, but his joking had

one condition he never broke:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 236
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah <« & 2 said: They (the Companions) said: “O Messenger of Allah, you joke with us.” He

said: “Indeed, I say nothing but the truth.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Abbas ibn Muhammad ad-Duri, from ‘Ali ibn al-
Hasan ibn Shaqig, from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak, from Usamah ibn Zayd al-Laythi, from Sa'id ibn Abi Sa'‘id

al-Magburi, from Abu Hurayrah e 4| @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 236; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 1990.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:236

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The Companions were somewhat surprised: how could a Prophet joke? He explained that his joking never
contained a lie. This is the dividing line between permitted and forbidden joking. He said: “Woe to the
one who speaks and lies to make people laugh” (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 2315).

Anas «e 4l 2. narrated that he once called him: “O you with two ears!” (ash-Shama'il 234) — hasan.

It was a truthful joke — everyone has two ears — but said warmly to a boy who served him. Some scholars
say it was also praise for Anas, who listened well.

Truthful joking has great benefits: it brightens the atmosphere, strengthens relationships and removes
people’s fear of their leader. But it must not hurt, insult or belittle others.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ABU ‘UMAYR AND His LITTLE BIRD

Among his most touching jokes was his joking with a small child-

HADITH — AL- SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH No. 235
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TRANSLATION:

Anas ibn Malik <= 4! 2, said: “The Messenger of Allah %, used to mix with us so closely that he
would say to my little brother: O Abu ‘Umayr, what happened to the nughayr (little bird)?”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi; from Hannad ibn as-Sari, from Waki‘, from Shu‘bah ibn
al-Hajjaj, from Abu at-Tayyah, from Anas ibn Malik <& &l s,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 235; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6129.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:235

LESSONS FROM THiS HADITH

Abu ‘Umayr was Anas'’s little brother, a small child who had a little bird (nughayr). When the bird died and
he was sad, the Messenger of Allah ££& spoke to him with rhyming words — “Ya Aba ‘Umayr, ma fa‘alan-

nughayr?” — to comfort him. The leader of the Ummah made time for a child’s sadness.

Scholars wrote whole books about this short hadith and drew dozens of lessons from it: it is permissible
to call a child by a kunyah (Abu so-and-so), to joke with children, for children to play with birds, and a
leader should mix with his people.

Parents and grandparents can follow this Sunnah: care about a child’s world — their toys, their pets
and their small joys. Children who feel valued grow up confident and caring.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE CAMEL’S OFFSPRING AND ZAHIR

Anas e 4 2, related that a man asked him for a mount. He said: “I will give you a she-camel’s

offspring to ride.” The man was puzzled: “O Messenger of Allah, what can | do with a camel’s offspring?”
He said: “Does a she-camel give birth to anything but camels?” (ash-Shama'il 237) — sahih chain.
This joke was entirely true: even a grown camel is the “offspring” of its mother.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA'IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 238
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TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik 4z 4| 2. related that a man from the desert named Zahir used to bring gifts from the desert

to the Prophet £, and the Prophet £ would provide for him when he wanted to leave. The Prophet £ said:
“Zahir is our desert, and we are his town.” The Prophet &€ loved him, and he was a plain-looking man. One
day the Prophet £ came to him while he was selling his goods, and embraced him from behind so that he
could not see him. He said: “Let me go! Who is this?” Then he turned and recognised the Prophet &£, and

once he recognised him, he kept pressing his back against the Prophet's chest. The Prophet £ began to

say: “Who will buy this slave?” He said: “O Messenger of Allah, then by Allah you will find me unsellable
goods.” The Prophet 4% said: “But in the sight of Allah you are not unsellable,” or he said: “In the sight

of Allah you are precious.”
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishaq ibn Mansur, from ‘Abd ar-Razzaq, from
Ma'mar ibn Rashid, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik 4 4l 2 ;.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 238.
GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:238

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
Zahir was a Bedouin who was plain-looking and poor. Yet the Messenger of Allah £ loved him, joked

with him in the middle of the market and embraced him from behind. When Zahir belittled himself — “I am
unsellable goods” — he lifted his spirit: “In the sight of Allah you are precious.”

This hadith teaches that a person’s worth is not in looks or wealth. He honoured those whom society
looked down on, and used joking as a way to gladden their hearts. Zahir brought produce from the desert
as gifts, and the Prophet repaid him with provisions to take home — a relationship of mutual giving.

NOTE: THE OLD WOMAN AND PARADISE (ASH-SHAMA’IL 239)

Al-Hasan al-Basri narrated that an old woman asked him to pray that she enter Paradise. He said: “No old
woman will enter Paradise.” She turned away weeping, and he explained that she would not enter it as an old
woman, for Allah makes the people of Paradise young again (Al-Wagi‘ah 56:35-37). This narration is mursal
with a weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i, though its meaning agrees with those verses.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 239 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:239
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 36: POETRY

The thirty-sixth chapter gathers his sayings about poetry. Allah denies that the Messenger of Allah &g
was a poet:

“We did not give Prophet Muhammad, knowledge of poetry, nor is it befitting for him” (Ya-Sin
36:69) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 36:69.

Yet this does not mean he hated all poetry. Poetry is simply speech: the good is praised, the bad is
blamed. He praised poetry that was true and wise:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 241

oW S 0t war - w or JSo sow Sor -

ch)}J\ olin Bia 16 ‘L"S:\VCI.Q"‘)‘ Ao Lo .J6 c)\.;u,d.xé\;f:b-

3

El

EIP - s S s S s ws - o ° s0 o Pl
.

A gy 06206 S gl o el e :d(s F o M de e

< Z Z Z Z

€\

- - o . &2 o, Soos P Z

B Lyt 8 V) 16 el UB € G

z 7 2
s oS cg, o & e o Sarg o - 4 -’
|y 4l

TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah 4¢ &) 52 said: The Messenger of Allah % said: “The truest words ever spoken by a poet

are the words of Labid: Indeed, everything other than Allah is vanishing.” And Umayyah ibn Abi as-Salt
almost became a Muslim.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Umayr, from Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman,
from Abu Hurayrah «= 4! g2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 241; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3841.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:241

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Labid ibn Rabi‘ah was a famous Arab poet of the pre-Islamic era who later embraced Islam. His verse —
“Indeed, everything other than Allah is vanishing” — sums up the reality of tawhid: only Allah endures,
all else will perish. In another narration he called it the most poetic words spoken by the Arabs (ash-
Shama'il 247) — sahih.

Umayyah ibn Abi as-Salt was a poet whose verse was full of tawhid and wisdom, yet he did not embrace
Islam. Ash-Sharid <= 4| 2. related that he rode behind the Prophet and recited a hundred verses of
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Umayyah, and after each verse the Prophet said: “Go on,” then said: “He almost became a Muslim” (ash-
Shama'il 248) — sahih. Knowledge and beautiful words are not enough without faith.

NOTE: THE VERSE OF IBN RAWAHAH (ASH-SHAMA'IL 240)
‘Nishah was asked whether he ever quoted poetry. She said he sometimes quoted the verse of Ion Rawahah:
“And news will come to you from one you did not equip.” Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 240 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:240
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

VERSE ON THE BATTLEFIELD

Sometimes he spoke rhythmic words like verse, without intending to compose poetry. Jundub ibn Sufyan
e 4l 2 Narrated that his finger was struck by a stone and bled, and he said: “Are you anything but

a finger that bled? And it is in the path of Allah that you suffered” (ash-Shama'’il 242) — sahih chain;
also (Sahih al-Bukhari 2802).

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 244
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TRANSLATION:
Al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib L A 2 Was asked by a man: “Did you all flee from the Messenger of Allah £ (at

Hunayn), O Abu ‘Umarah?” He said: “No, by Allah! The Messenger of Allah £ did not turn back. Rather, the

hasty ones among the people turned back when the Hawazin met them with arrows. The Messenger of Allah
&€ was on his white mule, and Abu Sufyan ibn al-Harith ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib was holding its bridle, while the

Messenger of Allah € was saying: | am the Prophet, no lie! | am the son of ‘Abd al-Muttalib!"

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi; from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-
Qattan, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Abu Ishaq as-Sabi'i, from al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib Lae 4l 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 244; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 2864.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:244

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The Battle of Hunayn took place after the conquest of Makkah. The Muslim army was very large, and
some took pride in their numbers. When ambushed by the arrows of Hawazin, many retreated. But the
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Messenger of Allah £ stood firm on his mule, even advancing towards the enemy while calling out: “|
am the Prophet, no lie!”

His words were rhythmic, but they came out spontaneously, not as composed poetry. They show his
extraordinary courage: he announced his name and lineage clearly so the enemy would know him,
without fear. This courage came from perfect reliance on Allah, for he was certain of His promise.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

HASSAN IBN THABIT AND IBN RAWAHAH

Poetry was also used to defend Islam. During ‘Umrat al-Qada’, ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah walked in front
of the Prophet reciting verses at the idolaters. ‘Umar rebuked him for reciting poetry before the Messenger

of Allah £ and in the Sanctuary, and he said: “Leave him, O ‘Umar, for it strikes them faster than a

shower of arrows” (ash-Shama'il 245) — hasan chain; also (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 2847).

‘A'ishah L= &) 2 said that the Messenger of Allah % had a pulpit set up in the mosque for Hassan

ibn Thabit, and he would stand on it praising and defending the Messenger of Allah £ in verse, and he

said: “Allah supports Hassan with the Holy Spirit as long as he defends the Messenger of Allah
e (ash-Shama'il 249) — hasan chain; also (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 2846).

Jabir ibn Samurah «¢ 4‘13\ 2 said: ‘| sat with the Prophet #£€ more than a hundred times. His

Companions would recite poetry to one another and recall things from the days of ignorance, while he
was silent, and sometimes smiled with them” (ash-Shama'il 246) — sahih; also (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 2850).
His gatherings were not stiff; they were warm, yet always restrained.

The lesson: art and beautiful words can be tools of da‘wah and the defence of truth. Today, poetry,
nasheeds, writing and media can play the same role — as long as their content is true and does not
distract from Allah.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 156 / 266


https://sunnah.com/shamail:245
https://sunnah.com/tirmidhi:2847
https://sunnah.com/shamail:249
https://sunnah.com/tirmidhi:2846
https://sunnah.com/shamail:246
https://sunnah.com/tirmidhi:2850

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 37: NIGHT CONVERSATION

The thirty-seventh chapter is titled “What has come about the night conversation of the Messenger
of Allah&2”. In general, he disliked talking after ‘Isha’ so as not to be late rising for the night prayer

and Fajr (Sahih al-Bukhari 568). Yet good and beneficial conversation, especially with family, was allowed.

NOTE: THE TALE OF KHURAFAH (ASH-SHAMA’IL 251)

‘Nlishah narrated that he told his wives a story one night, and one of them said: “This is like the tale of
Khurafah!” He explained that Khurafah was a man of Banu ‘Udhrah who was captured by the jinn, then
returned and told of the wonders he had seen. Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. The phrase “the
tale of Khurafah” later became a proverb for an astonishing story.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 251 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:251

Though this narration is weak, this chapter opens the door to a sahih and very beautiful hadith in the next
chapter — a story told by ‘A'ishah to the Messenger of Allah &€, which he listened to attentively until

the end.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 38: THE HADITH OF UMM ZAR’

The thirty-eighth chapter contains only one hadith: the hadith of Umm Zar". ‘A'ishah \:= &) o2 related

that eleven women sat together and agreed to hide nothing about their husbands (ash-Shama'’il 252) —
sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 5189). Each woman described her husband in rhyming Arabic full of
imagery.

One husband is described as the meat of a lean camel on a mountain top — hard to climb and not
worth taking. Another is too tall and ill-natured: if his wife speaks she is divorced, if she keeps silent she
is left hanging. Others are praised: like the night of Tihamah — neither hot nor cold, neither frightening
nor tiresome.

The eleventh woman, Umm Zar*, described her husband Abu Zar' with the longest praise: he honoured
her with jewellery and food, respected her family, and his home was full of comfort. But one day Abu Zar'
divorced her and married another woman. Umm Zar' later married a generous man, yet she said: all his
gifts did not equal the smallest vessel of Abu Zar".
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“I AM TO YOU AS ABU ZAR‘ WAS”

When ‘A'ishah had finished her story, the Messenger of Allah £ said to her: “l am to you as Abu Zar

was to Umm Zar'.” (ash-Shama'il 252). This is the climax of the story: he chose the most beloved
husband in the tale, and expressed his love for his wife in the most beautiful way.

Scholars note that he likened himself to Abu Zar' in love and generosity, not in divorce. He never
divorced ‘A’ishah, and she remained his wife until he passed away in her arms.

This hadith is full of lessons for married life. First, he listened to his wife’s long story to the end
without tiring. Second, he expressed his love in clear words. Third, the story reminds us that it is a
husband’s character — generosity, gentleness and respect — that a wife remembers, not merely wealth.

This Sunnah is very relevant today, when many couples sit together but are busy with their phones. Make
time to listen and talk with your spouse, and do not be shy to express love — for the Messenger of Allah

€ himself did so.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 159 / 266


https://sunnah.com/shamail:252

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 39: HIiS SLEEP

The thirty-ninth chapter describes the sleep of the Messenger of Allah g, Sleep is a great blessing
from Allah:

‘made your sleep [a means for] rest” (An-Naba’ 78:9) — Tafsir [bn Kathir 78:9.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 253
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TRANSLATION:
Al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib Lege A o2 related: “When the Prophet € lay down in his bed, he would place his

right palm under his right cheek and say: Rabbi qini ‘adhabaka yawma tab‘athu ‘ibadak (My Lord,
protect me from Your punishment on the Day You resurrect Your servants).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from Isra’il ibn Yunus, from Abu Ishag as-Sabi'i, from ‘Abdullah ibn Yazid al-Khatmi, from al-Bara’

ibn ‘Azib Lagie il o,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 253; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 3399.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:253

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

He slept on his right side, with his right palm under his right cheek. In another narration he said “yawma
tajma‘u ‘ibadak” (on the Day You gather Your servants) (ash-Shama'il 254) — sahih. This supplication
reminds us that sleep resembles death, and waking resembles resurrection.

Doctors also say that sleeping on the right side eases the work of the heart and helps digestion for many
people. Yet we practise it chiefly because it is the Sunnah, and every Sunnah practised with the right
intention turns our sleep into an act of worship.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

SUPPLICATIONS BEFORE AND AFTER SLEEP

Before sleeping and after waking, the Messenger of Allah £ said a short supplication with very deep

meaning:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 255
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TRANSLATION:
Hudhayfah «¢ & 2 said: When the Prophet L& went to his bed, he would say: “Allahumma bismika
amutu wa ahya (O Allah, in Your name | die and I live).” And when he woke up, he would say: “Al-hamdu

lillahil-ladhi ahyana ba‘da ma amatana wa ilayhin-nushur (Praise be to Allah who gave us life after He
had caused us to die, and to Him is the resurrection).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from ‘Abd ar-Razzag, from
Sufyan ath-Thawri, from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn ‘Umayr, from Rib'i ibn Hirash, from Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman 2,

Lo .
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 255; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6312.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:255

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This supplication contains awareness of death and resurrection. Every night we temporarily “die”, and
every morning Allah brings us back to life. So a new day is a new chance Allah gives — a chance to
repent, to do good and to be grateful.

He also praised Allah for the basic blessings before sleeping:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 258
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him
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TRANSLATION:

Anas ibn Malik 4z 4! s> related that when the Messenger of Allah 3£ went to his bed, he would say: “Al-

hamdu lillahil-ladhi at'amana wa saqgana wa kafana wa awana, fa kam mimman la kafiya lahu wa la
mu’wi (Praise be to Allah who fed us and gave us drink, sufficed us and gave us shelter. How many
there are who have no one to suffice them and no one to shelter them).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishag ibn Mansur, from ‘Affan ibn Muslim, from
Hammad ibn Salamah, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik & &1 g2 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 258; also Sahih
Muslim No. 2715.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:258

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This supplication teaches us to count blessings: food, drink, sufficiency and shelter. Then he
remembered those who lack them — many have no shelter. This supplication grows gratitude and
empathy every night before we close our eyes.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE THREE QULS BEFORE SLEEP

‘A'ishah L= &) 2 described what he did every night before sleeping:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 256
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= &l 2 said: “Every night, when the Messenger of Allah& went to his bed, he would put

his palms together, blow into them and recite into them: Qul huwallahu ahad, Qul a‘udhu bi rabbil-
falaq and Qul a‘udhu bi rabbin-nas. Then he would wipe with them whatever he could of his body,
beginning with his head, his face and the front of his body. He did that three times.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa'id, from al-Mufaddal ibn Fadalah,
from ‘Ugayl ibn Khalid, from az-Zuhri, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr, from ‘A'ishah, Mother of the Believers 2,
L 4.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 256; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5017.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:256

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

These three surahs — al-lkhlas, al-Falaq and an-Nas — are known as al-Mu‘awwidhat, the surahs of
protection. Al-lkhlas affirms tawhid, al-Falaq seeks refuge from the evil of creatures and sorcery, and an-
Nas seeks refuge from the whispers of Satan. He made them a fortress before sleep.

His method should also be noted: joining the palms, blowing, reciting, then wiping the body starting
from the head and face, three times. It is an easy practice, taking less than two minutes, and can be taught
to children from a young age.

He also taught other manners before sleep: shaking out the bed first, because we do not know what
may be on it (Sahih al-Bukhari 6320), and reciting Ayat al-Kursi, through which a person is guarded by
Allah until morning (Sahih al-Bukhari 2311).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

How HE LAY DOwN

Abu Qatadah «e 4l s> related that when the Prophet 3£ stopped to rest at night on a journey, he lay

on his right side. But when he stopped just before dawn, he would raise his forearm and rest his head
on his palm (ash-Shama'il 259) — sahih; also (Sahih Muslim 683).

Scholars explain the wisdom: lying with the head on the palm makes sleep not too deep, so that he would
not miss the Fajr prayer. This shows he planned his sleep to protect the prayer — an important lesson
for those of us who often oversleep.

Ibn ‘Abbas e &) 2 harrated that he slept until he snored, then Bilal came to call him to prayer, and

he got up and prayed without renewing his ablution (ash-Shama'’il 257) — sahih. This is specific to the
prophets, for as he said, his eyes slept but his heart did not (ash-Shama'il 269). For us, deep sleep
breaks ablution.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 40: HiS WORSHIP

The fortieth chapter, the last in this part, describes the worship of the Messenger of Allah &z, It begins

with a very famous hadith:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA'IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 260
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TRANSLATION:

Al-Mughirah ibn Shu'bah 4 & s, said: The Messenger of Allah 4 prayed until his feet became swollen.

It was said to him: “Do you burden yourself with this, when Allah has forgiven your past and future sins?” He
said: “Should I not be a grateful servant?”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id and Bishr ibn Mu‘adh, from Abu
‘Awanah, from Ziyad ibn ‘llagah, from al-Mughirah ibn Shu‘bah 4 &1 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 260; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 1130.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:260

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The Companions thought worship was a way to earn forgiveness, so one already forgiven need not
strive so hard. But he taught a higher meaning: worship is also an expression of gratitude. The more
blessings Allah gives, the greater the duty to give thanks.

Abu Hurayrah <« &) o2 harrated the same event (ash-Shama'il 261) — hasan chain; and (ash-Shama'l

262) — sahih. In al-Bukhari's narration, the one who asked was ‘A’ishah herself, and he replied: “Should
I not love to be a grateful servant?” (Sahih al-Bukhari 4837).

This hadith answers why we worship. Not only out of fear of Hell or hope for Paradise, but also out of love
and thanks to Allah who has given everything. Worship born of gratitude feels light, even when the feet
swell.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

His NIGHT PRAYER

The night prayer (qgiyam al-layl) is worship Allah commanded His Messenger in particular: “from [part of]
the night, pray with it as additional [worship] for you” (Al-Isra’ 17:79) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 17:79.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 263
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TRANSLATION:
Al-Aswad ibn Yazid said: | asked ‘A’ishah L & s, about the night prayer of the Messenger of Allah 4.

She said: “He would sleep at the beginning of the night, then rise (to pray). When it was the time before
dawn, he prayed witr. Then he would come to his bed, and if he had need (of his wife), he would go to her.
When he heard the call to prayer, he would spring up. If he was in a state of major impurity, he would bathe;
otherwise he would perform ablution and go out to the prayer.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Muhammad ibn
Ja'far, from Shu'bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from Abu Ishag as-Sabi'i, from al-Aswad ibn Yazid, from ‘A'ishah, Mother
of the Beligvers.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 263; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 1146.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:263

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith describes his night schedule: sleeping early, rising in the night to pray, praying witr before
dawn, resting briefly, then rising at once on hearing the call to prayer. This schedule balances the rights
of the body, of the family and of Allah.

Ibn ‘Abbas e 4 2. once spent the night at the house of his maternal aunt, Maymunah. He saw the

Prophet rise in the middle of the night, wipe the sleep from his face, recite the last ten verses of Surah
Al ‘Imran, perform ablution from a hanging waterskin, then pray (ash-Shama'’il 264) — sahih chain; also
(Sahih al-Bukhari 183). Those verses begin with reflection on the creation of the heavens and the earth:
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night and the day are signs”
(Al ‘Imran 3:190) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 3:190.

He also taught us to begin the night prayer with two light rak‘ahs (ash-Shama'il 267) — sahih; also
(Sahih Muslim 768). Zayd ibn Khalid al-Juhani, who watched his night prayer, described two light rak‘ahs,
then two very long rak‘ahs, then rak‘ahs that grew shorter, until thirteen rak‘ahs (ash-Shama'’il 268) —
sahih chain; also (Sahih Muslim 765).

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 167 / 266


https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/3/190
https://sunnah.com/shamail:267
https://sunnah.com/muslim:768
https://sunnah.com/shamail:268
https://sunnah.com/muslim:765

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ELEVEN BEAUTIFUL, LONG RAK‘AHS

How many rak'ahs was his night prayer? ‘A'ishah = & 2, Who knew best his state at home,

answered:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 269
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman asked ‘A’ishah = & 2+ ‘How was the prayer of the Messenger of

Allah £ in Ramadan?” She said: “The Messenger of Allah &% never prayed more than eleven rak‘ahs,

in Ramadan or at other times. He would pray four — do not ask about their beauty and length — then
he would pray four — do not ask about their beauty and length — then he would pray three.” ‘A'ishah
said: | said: “O Messenger of Allah, do you sleep before praying witr?” He said: “O ‘A’ishah, my eyes sleep,
but my heart does not sleep.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishaqg ibn Musa al-Ansari, from Ma‘n ibn ‘Isa, from
Malik ibn Anas, from Sa'id ibn Abi Sa‘id al-Magburi, from Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from ‘A’ishah,
Mother of the Believers.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 269; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 1147.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:269

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

‘N'ishah did not stress the number, but the quality. “do not ask about their beauty and length.” His eleven
rak‘ahs were not hurried; each was filled with long recitation, lengthy bowing and prostration, and deep
humility.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Other narrations mention different numbers: eleven rak‘ahs with a single rak‘ah of witr, after which he
lay on his right side (ash-Shama'il 270) — sahih; also (Sahih Muslim 736); nine rak‘ahs (ash-Shama'il
272) — sahih; and thirteen rak‘ahs (ash-Shama'il 265) — sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 1138).
Scholars explain that the number varied with circumstances, and the thirteen include the two light opening
rak‘ahs or the Sunnah of Fajr.

If he missed the night prayer because of sleep or illness, he made it up during the day with twelve
rak‘ahs (ash-Shama'’il 266) — sahih. This shows how he kept up a regular practice. He also said that the
deeds most beloved to Allah are those done consistently, even if little.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LONG STANDING AND ONE VERSE ALL NIGHT

Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman «¢ & 2 once prayed the night prayer with him. He began with a takbir

glorifying Allah, then recited Surah al-Baqarah; his bowing was almost as long as his standing, and his
prostration almost as long as his bowing (ash-Shama'il 274) — sahih; also (Sahih Muslim 772).

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 276
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud < 4l 2 said: | prayed with the Messenger of Allah £L& one night, and he kept

standing until | almost did something bad. He was asked: “What did you almost do?” He said: “I almost

\//

sat down and left the Prophet s

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Sulayman ibn Harb,
from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from al-A'mash, from Abu Wa'il, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘'ud «s & o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 276; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 1135.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:276

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

lbn Mas‘ud was a strong and learned Companion, yet he could barely keep up with the length of the
Prophet’s standing. He called his thought of sitting “something bad”, because leaving the imam in prayer
is discourteous. This shows the Prophet’s extraordinary spiritual strength.

‘A'ishah L= & &2, said: “The Messenger of Allah*s: stood (in prayer) with one verse of the Qur'an

one night” (ash-Shama'il 275) — sahih chain. In the narration of Abu Dharr, the verse was the last verse

of the supplication of the Prophet ‘Isa ;au\ 4:10 (Sunan an-Nasa'i 1010):

“if You forgive them - indeed it is You who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise” (Al-Ma’idah 5:118) —
Tafsir Ibn Kathir 5:118.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

He repeated one verse all night because he was reflecting on its meaning and out of love for his Ummah.
This is the true way of reading the Qur'an: not merely finishing pages, but living each verse.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

PRAYING WHILE SEATED

As he grew older, he sometimes prayed voluntary prayers seated. ‘A'ishah L= &) 2 related that he

recited while seated, and when about thirty or forty verses of his recitation remained, he stood and recited
them standing, then bowed and prostrated (ash-Shama'’il 278) — sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari
1118).

‘Abdullah ibn Shagqiq asked ‘A’ishah about his voluntary prayers. She said he prayed long nights
standing and long nights seated; if he recited standing, he bowed and prostrated from standing, and if
he recited seated, he bowed and prostrated from sitting (ash-Shama'il 279) — sahih chain.

Hafsah L= & o2 added that he prayed voluntary prayers seated and recited the surah slowly and

distinctly, so that it seemed longer than a surah that was actually longer (ash-Shama'il 280) — sahih;
also (Sahih Muslim 733). ‘A’ishah said: “He did not pass away until most of his (voluntary) prayer was
done seated” (ash-Shama'il 281) — sahih chain.

The lesson is very comforting for the elderly and the infirm: worship is adapted to one’s ability.
Voluntary prayers may be done seated, and what matters is to keep them up with humility. Allah does not
burden a soul beyond its capacity.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE REGULAR SUNNAH PRAYERS

Besides the night prayer, he kept up the regular Sunnah prayers (rawatib) — voluntary prayers that
accompany the obligatory ones:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 282
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TRANSLATION:
Ibn ‘Umar Lo A &2, said: “I prayed with the Prophet:Z, two rak‘ahs before Zuhr and two after it, two

rak‘ahs after Maghrib in his house, and two rak‘ahs after ‘Isha’ in his house.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani‘, from Isma'il ibn Ibrahim (lbn
‘Ulayyah), from Ayyub as-Sakhtiyani, from Nafi', from Ibn ‘Umar leze 4l 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 282; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 1172.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:282

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Hafsah L= ) o2 added that he prayed two light rak‘ahs when dawn broke while the muezzin was

calling (ash-Shama'il 283) — sahih chain. ‘A’ishah L= ) 2 mentioned two rak‘ahs before Zuhr and

two after it, two after Maghrib, two after ‘Isha’ and two before Fajr (ash-Shama'’il 285) — sahih chain. In
total, ten to twelve rak‘ahs a day.

Notice too the phrase “in his house”. He offered some of his voluntary prayers at home so that the house
would be filled with worship and the children would see an example. He said: “Offer some of your prayers
in your houses, and do not make them like graves” (Sahih al-Bukhari 432).

‘Asim ibn Damrah asked ‘Ali <= 4! 2. about his voluntary prayers in the daytime. ‘Ali said: “You will

not be able to do it,” then explained that he prayed two rak‘ahs when the sun was as high in the east as
it is at ‘Asr, four when it was as high as at Zuhr, four before Zuhr and two after it, and four before ‘Asr
(ash-Shama'il 286) — hasan chain; also (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 599).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NOTE: THE EIGHT RAK‘AHS IBN ‘UMAR REMEMBERED (ASH-SHAMA’IL 284)

The narration of Ibn ‘Umar that he remembered eight voluntary rak'ahs of the Prophet, and that Hafsah told
him about the two rak‘ahs before Fajr which he had not seen himself, has a weak chain according to Zubayr
‘Ali Za'i. lts meaning is supported by the sahih narrations No. 282-283 above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 284 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:284
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LESSONS AND CONCLUSION

Chapters 32 to 40 of ash-Shama'il introduce us to the daily character and worship of the Messenger of
Allah 2. Among the most important lessons:

CHAPTER KEY LESSON

32. Perfume Never refusing perfume; three gifts not refused
33. Speech Clear, slow and repeated three times
34. Laughter Laughter as a smile; joy at Allah’s mercy
35. Joking Joking without lies; valuing the humble
36. Poetry True verse praised; art for the truth
37-38. Night talk Listening to one’s wife; expressing love
39. Sleep On the right side; supplications and the three Quls
40. Worship Night prayer out of gratitude; rawatib at home
A MESSAGE FOR Us

His gentle character by day came from a close bond with Allah by night. If we want to be people who
smile easily, are patient and generous, let us begin by improving our worship — even two rak‘ahs before
sleep. May Allah adorn us with the character of His Prophet.

The discussion continues in Part 5: his Duha prayer, voluntary prayers at home, fasting, recitation of the
Qur'an, weeping, bedding, humility and character — the next chapters of ash-Shama'il. And Allah knows
best.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

APPENDIX: A CHECKLIST OF DAILY SUNNAHS

Here is a summary of the daily Sunnahs of the Messenger of Allah £ discussed in this book, with their

sources. This list can be printed and placed in the bedroom or family room as a reminder.

Accepting gifts of perfume and wearing perfume Sahih al-Bukhari 2582
Speaking clearly and repeating what is important Sahih al-Bukhari 95
Greeting people with a smile Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 1956
Joking without lying ash-Shama'’il 236
Saying the supplication for riding Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 3446
Listening to and talking with one’s spouse Sahih al-Bukhari 5189
Shaking out the bed before lying down Sahih al-Bukhari 6320

Reciting al-Ikhlas, al-Falag and an-Nas, then wiping Sahih al-Bukhari 5017

the body

Sleeping on the right side with supplication ash-Shama'il 253

The supplication on waking Sahih al-Bukhari 6312
Beginning the night prayer with two light rak‘ahs Sahih Muslim 768

Keeping the rawatib prayers, some of them athome  Sahih al-Bukhari 1172

Begin with the Sunnahs before sleep — the three Quls and the sleep supplication — because they are
easy and done every night. Once they become a habit, add two rak‘ahs of night prayer before sleep or
before dawn.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The Arabic terms below appear throughout this book. Knowing them makes it easier to follow the
narrations and the explanations of the scholars, and to continue studying ash-Shama'il in its

commentaries.

L

‘Itr / Tib

Sukkah

Jawami* al-kalim
Tabassum
Nawajidh

Mizah / Du‘abah
Nughayr
Kunyah

Shi‘r

Rajaz

Ruh al-Qudus
Samar
Khurafah
Mu‘awwidhat

Qiyam al-layl / Tahaijjud
Witr

Rak‘ah

Rawatib

Tartil
Sahih / Hasan / Da'if

Perfume, fragrance

A perfume container or a type of fragrant compound
Brief words with vast meaning

Smiling

The molar teeth, shown in broad laughter
Joking, light-hearted teasing

A small bird (diminutive of nughar)

A name beginning with Abu or Umm

Poetry, verse

A short rhythmic metre used in work and battle
The Holy Spirit, i.e. Jibril

Night conversation

A man whose wondrous tales became a proverb
The surahs of refuge: al-lkhlas, al-Falaqg, an-Nas
The night prayer

The odd-numbered prayer that closes the night
prayer

One unit of prayer

Regular Sunnah prayers before or after obligatory
prayers

Slow, distinct recitation of the Qur'an

Grades of a chain: authentic, good, weak

Many of these words describe the inner life of the Prophet £%: a smile rather than loud laughter, true

words even in jest, and nights spent in tahajjud and witr. The vocabulary itself is a summary of his

character.
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REFERENCES FOR PART 4

THE QUR’AN AND TAFSIR

The Noble Qur'an, Uthmani text and Sahih International translation. https://quran.com

Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Quran al-‘Azim (Ali ‘Imran 3:190; Al-Ma'idah 5:118; Al-Isra’ 17:79; Ya-Sin 36:69; Az-Zukhruf
43:13; Al-Qalam 68:4; An-Naba’ 78:9). https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/68/4

ASH-SHAMA’IL AND ITS COMMENTARIES

At-Tirmidhi, ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, chapters 32-40 (Hadith No. 215-286), with the grades of Zubayr
‘Ali Za'i. https://sunnah.com/shamail

Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari, Jam‘ al-Wasa'il fi Sharh ash-Shama'il; Ibrahim al-Bajuri, al-Mawahib al-Laduniyyah ‘ala ash-
Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah.

Al-Qadi ‘lyad, Bughyat ar-Ra'id fima fi Hadith Umm Zar' min al-Fawa'id.

HADITH

Sahih al-Bukhari 95, 183, 432, 568, 1118, 1130, 1135, 1138, 1146, 1147, 1172, 2311, 2582, 2802, 2864, 3035,
3568, 3841, 4837, 5017, 5189, 6129, 6312, 6320, 6571. https:/sunnah.com/bukhari

Sahih Muslim 190, 683, 733, 736, 765, 768, 772, 2715. https://sunnah.com/muslim

Jami* at-Tirmidhi 599, 1956, 1990, 2315, 2790, 2846, 2847, 2850, 3399, 3446, 3639, 3642; Sunan Abi Dawud
4162; Sunan an-Nasa'i 1010, 3939; Sunan Ibn Majah 4193. https://sunnah.com

GENERAL HISTORY
Wikipedia, “Al-Tirmidhi”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Tirmidhi

Wikipedia, “Shama’il Muhammadiyah”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shama%27il_Muhammadiyah

Wikipedia, “Hassan ibn Thabit”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hassan_ibn_Thabit
Wikipedia, “Labid”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labid
Wikipedia, “Tahajjud”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tahajjud
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

PART FIVE

He Never Said No

Chapters 41-49 of ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah

The Duha Prayer, Voluntary Prayer at Home, Fasting, Recitation, Weeping, His Bed, Humility,
Character and Modesty
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

HE NEVER SAID NO

In the last four books, we came to know the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £, his clothing, his

table, his smile and his sleep. This fifth book brings us to his daily worship and character. the Duha
prayer, voluntary prayer at home, fasting, recitation of the Qur'an, weeping, his bed, his humility, his noble
character and his modesty. It follows chapters 41 to 49 of ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah by Imam
at-Tirmidhi.

These chapters contain 71 narrations. Chapter 43 on his fasting contains 16, and chapter 48 on his
character contains 15. As in the previous books, sahih and hasan narrations are presented in Hadith
boxes, while weak narrations are explained in Note boxes.

The picture that emerges is very moving: a Prophet who slept on a leather mattress stuffed with fibre,
wept on hearing the Qur'an, milked his own sheep, never said “uff’ to his servant in ten years, and never
said “no” to anyone who asked him.

Grades of the Narrations in Chapters 41-49 of ash-Shama'il (71 narrations)

p——
Ch. 42: Prayer at home -
mmm Sahih
Da'if (weak)
Ch. 46: His bed - 1
Ch. 49: Modesty - 1

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

2

Number of narrations
Grades according to the edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i (sunnah.com). "Sahih” includes “sahih chain”.

Figure 5: The grades of the narrations in chapters 41-49 of ash-Shama'il.

Note: The Quranic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadlith is stated in its box, based on the
edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i as shown on sunnah.com. Of the 71 narrations in these chapters, nearly three-quarters are
sahih or hasan.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

A KIND AND MERCIFUL MESSENGER

Allah describes His Messenger with qualities that are the theme of this book:

SURAH AT-TAWBAH 9:128

F&J&um}’W/UQ.&fJLrhw\ r*’=‘>*°3
@re)@f/ Gyl

There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. Grievous to him is what you suffer;
[he is] concerned over you and to the believers is kind and merciful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/9:128

This verse mentions four qualities: he is from among us, our suffering weighs on him, he is eager for our
good, and he is kind and merciful to the believers. Ibn Kathir explains that he deeply wished for his Ummah
to be guided and saved from punishment Tafsir [bn Kathir 9:128.

These qualities appear clearly in the chapters of this book. His mercy is seen in his tears when his
grandchild died. His eagerness for our good is seen when he chose deeds that were easy and continual,
so that his Ummah would not be burdened. And his gentleness is seen in how he treated his servant, his
wives, children and the poor.

This book also shows the balance in his life: much worship, but never burdensome; detachment from the
world, yet accepting gifts and invitations; dignified, yet deeply humble and modest.

This verse also contains two of Allah’s names given to him: Ra’uf (most kind) and Rahim (most merciful).
Some scholars note that no other prophet is described with two of Allah’s names together in one verse
like this.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 41: His DUHA PRAYER

The forty-first chapter of ash-Shama'’il is titled “The Duha Prayer”. It contains eight narrations: four sahih,
one hasan and three weak (Figure 5). Duha is a voluntary prayer performed after the sun has risen until
just before it passes its zenith.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH No. 287
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TRANSLATION:

Mu‘adhah said: | asked ‘A’ishah L= &) 2, ‘Did the Prophet & pray Duha?” She said: “Yes, four rak‘ahs,
and he would add whatever Allah, Mighty and Majestic, willed.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Abu Dawud at-Tayalisi,
from Shu‘bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from Yazid ar-Rishk, from Mu‘adhah al-‘Adawiyyah, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of the
Believers L &l 52

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 287; also Sahih
Muslim No. 719.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:287

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith shows that his Duha prayer was four rak‘ahs, and he added as Allah willed. This gives us
flexibility: Duha may be prayed as two, four, six or eight rak‘ahs, according to one’s ability.

‘Aishah L= & 2 Was also asked by ‘Abdullah ibn Shaqgiq whether he regularly prayed Duha. She

said: “No, except when he returned from a journey” (ash-Shama'’il 290) — sahih chain. Scholars
reconcile these narrations: he sometimes prayed it and sometimes left it, so that it would not be thought
obligatory for his Ummah, and each Companion reported what he saw.

NOTE: Six RAK‘AHS OF DUHA (ASH-SHAMA'IL 288)

The narration of Anas that the Prophet £ prayed six rak‘ahs of Duha has a weak chain according to Zubayr
‘Ali Za'i. Yet more than four rak‘ahs of Duha is established in other sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 288 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:288
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

The Duha time is also when people are busy with worldly affairs: trading, working and studying. Setting
aside a few minutes for two or four rak‘ahs then is a sign of a heart that does not forget Allah amid
busyness. It is also an easy way to begin the day with blessing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

EIGHT RAK‘AHS IN THE HOUSE OF UMM HANI’

The most famous narration about his Duha prayer comes from his cousin, Umm Hani’ bint Abi Talib:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 289
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Layla said: No one told me that he saw the Prophet £ pray Duha except Umm Hani’

e & 2. She related that the Messenger of Allah £ entered her house on the day of the conquest of

Makkah, bathed and prayed eight rak‘ahs. | never saw him pray a lighter prayer than it, yet he completed
the bowing and prostration.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna, from Muhammad ibn
Ja'far, from Shu'bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from ‘Amr ibn Murrah, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Layla, from Umm Hani’
bint Abi Talib.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 289; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 1176.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:289

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This took place on the day of the conquest of Makkah, the greatest victory in Islamic history. Yet he did
not celebrate it with festivities, but by bathing and praying eight rak‘ahs. Some scholars call it a prayer
of thanks for victory.

Notice too that the prayer was light yet complete: its bowing and prostration were still performed fully.
This teaches that a light prayer does not mean rushing so as to lose calmness (tuma’ninah). The quality
of each pillar is still kept.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT DUHA (ASH-SHAMA’IL 291-293)

The narration of Abu Sa‘id that he sometimes prayed Duha until they thought he would never leave it, and left
it until they thought he would never pray it (No. 291), and the narration of Abu Ayyub about four rak‘ahs when

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 184 / 266


https://sunnah.com/narrator/6861
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6904
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3795
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6197
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4287
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6861
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6904
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6904
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3795
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6197
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4287
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6382
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6382
https://sunnah.com/shamail:289

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

the sun passed its zenith (No. 292-293), both have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. The meaning
of four rak‘ahs after the zenith is established in the sahih narration No. 294 below.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 291-293. https://sunnah.com/shamail:291

This story also shows the standing of Umm Hani’ as a trusted narrator. Much knowledge of his practice
at home reached us through the women of his family. This shows the great role of women in preserving
the Sunnah.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

WHEN THE GATES OF HEAVEN OPEN

Besides Duha, he also prayed four rak‘ahs at a special time — just after the sun passed its zenith,
before the Zuhr prayer:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 294
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn as-Salib «e 4! s> related that the Messenger of Allah % used to pray four rak‘ahs after the

sun passed its zenith, before Zuhr, and said: “It is an hour in which the gates of heaven are opened, and
I love that a righteous deed of mine should ascend in it.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna, from Abu Dawud at-
Tavyalisi, from Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Abi al-Waddah, from ‘Abd al-Karim al-Jazari, from Mujahid, from

‘Abdullah ibn as-Sa'ib <o & s.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 294; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 478.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:294

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

He chose a noble time for righteous deeds: the time when the gates of heaven open. This teaches us to
be mindful of blessed times — the last third of the night, between the adhan and igamah, Friday — and
to fill them with worship.

Al e i o2 also mentioned that he prayed four rak‘ahs before Zuhr when the sun passed its zenith,

and lengthened them (ash-Shama'il 295) — hasan. These four rak'ahs before Zuhr are among the
voluntary prayers he kept up, as we saw in the chapter on the regular Sunnah prayers in the previous
book.

The time just after noon is hot and busy, when many rest or finish their affairs. Choosing that time for
prayer shows that he put Allah first before his own comfort. We can follow him by keeping the four
voluntary rak‘ahs before Zuhr, even at work.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 186 / 266


https://sunnah.com/narrator/6861
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3585
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7268
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4612
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6715
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4701
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6861
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3585
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3585
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7268
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4612
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6715
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4701
https://sunnah.com/shamail:294
https://sunnah.com/shamail:295

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 42: VOLUNTARY PRAYER AT HOME

The forty-second chapter contains only one narration, but its meaning is very clear:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 296
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Sa'd «e 4| (&2 said: | asked the Messenger of Allah ££€ about praying in my house and praying

in the mosque. He said: “You see how close my house is to the mosque. Yet praying in my house is
dearer to me than praying in the mosque, except for the obligatory prayer.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Abbas al-'Anbari, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Mahdi,
from Mu‘awiyah ibn Salih, from al-‘Ala’ ibn al-Harith, from Haram ibn Mu‘awiyah, from ‘Abdullah ibn Sa'd 42,

e .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 296; also Sunan
Ibn Majah No. 1378.

GRADE: HASAN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:296

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

His house was right next to the Prophet's Mosque — a mosque where prayer is worth a thousand times
more. Yet he still preferred to pray voluntary prayers at home. This shows how great the virtue is of
bringing the home to life with prayer.

He said: “Offer some of your prayers in your houses, and do not make them like graves” (Sahih al-Bukhari
432). A house in which no prayer is ever offered is likened to a grave — silent of remembrance. Voluntary
prayer at home is also further from showing off and is a living example for children.

Yet the exception is clear: the obligatory prayers should be prayed in the mosque in congregation by
men. So the Sunnah is: the obligatory prayer in the mosque, and most of the voluntary prayers at home.

For women, he explained that their prayer at home is better. So a Muslim home should have a place for
prayer — even a small corner with a prayer mat — where the family prays voluntary prayers, reads the
Qur'an and remembers Allah.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 43: His FASTING

The forty-third chapter describes the fasting of the Messenger of Allah 2. Allah made the fast of
Ramadan obligatory:

“Allah intends for you ease and does not intend for you hardship” (Al-Bagarah 2:185) — Tafsir Ibn
Kathir 2:185.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 297
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Shaqiq said: | asked ‘A'ishah L & s about the fasting of the Messenger of Allah £. She

said: “He would fast until we said: He keeps fasting. And he would not fast until we said: He keeps not
fasting.” She also said: “The Messenger of Allah £ never fasted a complete month since he came to

Madinah except Ramadan.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id, from Hammad ibn Zayd, from
Ayyub as-Sakhtiyani, from ‘Abdullah ibn Shagig, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of the Believers.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 297; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 768.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
Imam Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:297

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

His voluntary fasting did not follow a fixed schedule. Sometimes he fasted in succession until the
Companions thought he would not stop, and sometimes he did not fast until they thought he would not
fast. This shows balance and adapting to circumstances — da‘wah, travel and campaigns.

Anas e 4l 2. added a beautiful description: “You would not wish to see him praying at night

except that you would see him, nor sleeping except that you would see him” (ash-Shama'il 298) —

sahih. Ibn ‘Abbas L 4l 2 also mentioned that he never fasted a whole month other than Ramadan

(ash-Shama'il 299) — sahih.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Voluntary fasting also trains patience and self-control. One who is used to voluntary fasting finds it
easier to guard the tongue, the gaze and the emotions. That is why he called fasting a shield that protects
a person from sin.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE MONTH OF SHA‘BAN

Of all months besides Ramadan, Sha‘ban was the one in which he fasted most. ‘A'ishah L= 4 2

said: “I never saw the Messenger of Allah %z, fast in any month more than he fasted in Sha‘ban. He

fasted it except for a little; indeed, he fasted all of it” (ash-Shama’il 301) — hasan chain; also (Sahih
al-Bukhari 1969).

Umm Salamah L= A o2, said: ‘I never saw the Prophet e fast two consecutive months except

Sha‘ban and Ramadan” (ash-Shama'’il 300) — sahih; and ‘A’ishah repeated the same meaning (ash-
Shama'il 305) — sahih. Scholars explain that “all of it” means most of it, since he never fasted a whole
month besides Ramadan.

Fasting in Sha'ban is a preparation for Ramadan, like the voluntary prayer before the obligatory one. It
trains body and soul, so that when Ramadan arrives, we are ready to worship wholeheartedly.

In another narration, he explained that Sha‘ban is a month many people neglect, lying between Rajab
and Ramadan, and in it deeds are raised to Allah. Worshipping while others are heedless has a special
value.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

MONDAY, THURSDAY AND THREE DAYS A MONTH

‘ANishah L= A 2 said: “The Prophet£% made a point of fasting on Monday and Thursday” (ash-

Shama'il 304) — sahih chain; also (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 745). He explained the reason:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 306
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «e & s> related that the Prophet £ said: “Deeds are presented (to Allah) on Monday

and Thursday, and | love that my deeds be presented while | am fasting.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Yahya, from Abu ‘Asim, from
Muhammad ibn Rifa‘ah, from Suhayl ibn Abi Salih, from Abu Salih Dhakwan (his father), from Abu Hurayrah
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 306; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 747.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:306

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Every week, our deeds are presented to Allah twice. He wanted his deeds presented in the best state
— while fasting. This instils awareness that every deed of ours is recorded and seen by Allah.

He also fasted three days every month. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud mentioned three days at the start of the
month (ash-Shama'il 302) — hasan, while ‘A’ishah said he did not fix particular days (ash-Shama'’il 303)
— sahih. Fasting three days a month equals the reward of fasting the whole year, since every good deed
is rewarded tenfold.

NOTE: FASTING THE DAYS OF THE WEEK (ASH-SHAMA'IL 307)

The narration of ‘A'ishah that he fasted Saturday, Sunday and Monday in one month, and Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday in another, has a weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 307 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:307
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Monday also has its own merit: he mentioned that it was the day he was born and the day revelation first
came to him. So fasting on Monday is also an expression of gratitude for the blessing of the Prophet’s
birth and the blessing of revelation.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE DAY OF ‘ASHURA’

The fast of ‘Ashura’ (10 Muharram) has a long history, beginning even before Islam:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 308
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TRANSLATION:

‘Nishah L & o2, said: “Ashura’ was a day the Quraysh used to fast in the days of ignorance, and

the Messenger of Allah % also fasted it. When he came to Madinah, he fasted it and commanded that

it be fasted. When Ramadan was made obligatory, Ramadan became the duty and ‘Ashura’ was left: whoever
wished fasted it, and whoever wished left it.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Harun ibn Ishag al-Hamdani, from ‘Abdah ibn
Sulayman, from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr (his father), from ‘A’'ishah, Mother of the
Believers s 4! 52,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 308; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 2002.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:308

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The fast of ‘Ashura’ was once obligatory in early Islam, then its obligation was abrogated when Ramadan
was prescribed. Yet it remains a highly recommended voluntary fast. In Muslim’s narration, he said
that the fast of ‘Ashura’ expiates the sins of the previous year.

This hadith also shows gradualness (tadarruj) in legislation: Allah eases things for His servants by
introducing matters step by step. This agrees with the verse that Allah intends ease, not hardship.

In another narration, he resolved to fast the ninth day of Muharram as well, to differ from the practice of
the People of the Book. So scholars encourage fasting on the 9th and 10th of Muharram. ‘Ashura’ is also

the day Allah saved the Prophet Musa ;M\ :Jc from Pharaoh, and he fasted it in gratitude.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“EVENIF IT IS LITTLE”

‘Algamah asked ‘A’'ishah L= & 2 Whether the Messenger of Allah 4£€ singled out particular days for

worship. She said: “His deeds were continual. Which of you is able to do what the Messenger of
Allah3& used to do?” (ash-Shama'il 309) — sahih. This principle is summed up in the following hadith:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 311
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Salih said: | asked ‘A’ishah and Umm Salamah: “Which deed was dearest to the Messenger of Allah

Le?” They both said: “That which is done continually, even if it is little.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Abu Hisham Muhammad ibn Yazid ar-Rifa'i, from
Muhammad ibn Fudayl, from al-A‘'mash, from Abu Salih Dhakwan, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of the Believers and

Umm Salamah Loz & @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 311; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 2856.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:311

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
‘A'ishah L= &) 2 related that a woman who did not sleep at night for worship was with her, and he

said: “Do the deeds you are able to do. By Allah, Allah does not grow weary until you grow weary” (ash-
Shama'il 310) — sahih. Excessive worship is soon abandoned, while moderate worship can be kept up
for a lifetime.

He also said: “The deeds most beloved to Allah are those done continually, even iflittle” (Sahih al-Bukhari
6464). Two rak‘ahs of Duha every day are better than eight rak‘ahs once and then abandoned.
Consistency matters more than quantity.

This principle applies in every area of life: reading a few verses of the Qur'an every day, giving a little
charity every week, or remembering Allah after every prayer. Small deeds done steadfastly grow great
when gathered over a lifetime.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NIGHT PRAYER WITH ‘AWF IBN MALIK

The chapter on fasting closes with a narration about his night prayer. ‘Awf ibn Malik 4« &) 2, related

that he was with the Messenger of Allah £ one night. He used the siwak, performed ablution, then

prayed. ‘Awf stood with him. He began with Surah al-Baqarah; whenever he passed a verse of mercy,
he paused and asked for it, and whenever he passed a verse of punishment, he paused and sought
refuge (ash-Shama'il 312) — sahih.

Then he bowed for as long as he had stood, glorifying: “Subhana dhil-jabaruti wal-malakuti wal-
kibriya’i wal-‘azamah” (Glory be to the Possessor of might, dominion, grandeur and majesty), and
prostrated for as long. Then he recited Surah Al ‘Imran, and surah after surah in every rak‘ah.

This narration teaches how to interact with the Qur’an in prayer: not merely reading, but pausing, asking
and seeking refuge according to the meaning of the verses. Though we cannot read as long as he did,
we can begin with short surahs whose meanings we understand.

The glorification he recited in bowing and prostration — “Subhana dhil-jabaruti wal-malakuti wal-
kibriya’i wal-‘azamah” — can be memorised and used in our voluntary prayers. It glorifies Allah with four
attributes of His greatness, and reminds us how small we are before Him.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 44: His RECITATION

The forty-fourth chapter describes the recitation of the Messenger of Allah“&z. Allah commanded him:

“recite the Qur'an with measured recitation” (Al-Muzzammil 73:4) — Tafsir [bn Kathir 73:4.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 314
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TRANSLATION:

Qatadah said: | asked Anas ibn Malik <= 4! 2. "How was the recitation of the Messenger of Allah ££?
He said: “He would lengthen (the long vowels).”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Wahb ibn Jarir ibn

Hazim, from Jarir ibn Hazim (his father), from Qatadah, from Anas ibn Malik.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 314; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5045.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
Imam al-Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:314

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

His recitation was drawn out (madd), meaning he lengthened the long vowels to their proper measure.
In al-Bukhari’s narration, Anas gave an example: he lengthened “Bismillah”, lengthened “ar-Rahman” and
lengthened “ar-Rahim” (Sahih al-Bukhari 5045). This is the basis of the science of tajwid we learn today.

Umm Salamah = Al 2 described his recitation as clear, letter by letter (ash-Shama'il 313) — hasan

chain. She also mentioned that he paused at every verse: reciting “Al-hamdu lillahi rabbil-‘alamin”,
pausing, then “Ar-rahmanir-rahim”, pausing, then “Maliki yawmid-din” (ash-Shama'il 315) — hasan chain.

Slow, clear recitation gives time to reflect on the meaning. The Qur'an is not to be finished quickly, but
to be pondered. A Muslim who reads one page with tartil and understanding may benefit more than one
who reads a whole juz’ in haste.

Parents can bring this Sunnah to life by sending their children to learn tajwid and reading the Quran
with them at home. The voices of children reciting the Qur'an with tartil are among the most beautiful
adornments of a home.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

QUIETLY AND ALOUD

‘Abdullah ibn Abi Qays asked ‘A’ishah = &) 2 Whether his recitation at night was quiet or aloud. She

said: “He did both; sometimes quietly and sometimes aloud.” ‘Abdullah said: “Praise be to Allah who
made the matter broad” (ash-Shama'il 316) — sahih.

Allah also taught a middle way: “do not recite [too] loudly in your prayer or [too] quietly but seek
between that an [intermediate] way” (Al-Isra’ 17:110) — Tafsir Ibn Kathir 17:110.

Umm Hani’ L= & 2 said: “I used to hear the recitation of the Prophet & at night while | was on my

bed” (ash-Shama'il 317) — hasan. Ibn ‘Abbas Ly h o2 said his recitation was sometimes heard by

those in the room while he was inside the house (ash-Shama'il 320) — hasan chain. His voice was
moderate: heard by those near, yet not disturbing.

NoTE: A BEAUTIFUL VOICE (ASH-SHAMA'IL 319)
Qatadah said: “Allah did not send any prophet except that he had a handsome face and a beautiful voice, and
your Prophet ££ had a handsome face and a beautiful voice, and he did not over-chant.” Its chain is weak

according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 319 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:319

Reciting quietly suits times when others are sleeping or praying, while reciting aloud can lift the spirit and
drive away drowsiness. He chose according to the situation, and this is wisdom in worship.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

RECITATION ON THE DAY OF THE CONQUEST

On the day of his greatest victory, what did the Messenger of Allah %€ recite? ‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal

e 4l 2 Witnessed it:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 318
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal «e A o2, said: “1 saw the Prophet &5 on his she-camel on the day of the

conquest of Makkah, reciting: Inna fatahna laka fathan mubina, liyaghfira lakallahu ma tagaddama min
dhanbika wa ma ta’akhkhar (Al-Fath 48:1-2).” He said: He recited with a gentle trill in his voice (tarji‘).
Mu‘awiyah ibn Qurrah said: “Were it not that people would gather around me, | would show you that tone.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Abu Dawud at-Tayalisi,
from Shu'bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from Mu‘awiyah ibn Qurrah, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mughaffal 4 4! g2 .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 318; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 4835.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:318

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

He entered Makkah — the city that had driven him out — not with proud cheering, but reciting Surah al-
Fath on his camel. That surah speaks of a clear victory and Allah’s forgiveness. Victory was tied to
gratitude and seeking forgiveness, not arrogance.

He also modulated his voice (tarji‘) while reciting. This shows that beautifying the voice in reciting the
Qur'anis Sunnah, as long as it does not break the rules of tajwid. Mu‘awiyah ibn Qurrah, a narrator of this
hadith, was so moved that he wished to imitate that tone, but feared that people would gather around him.

On that same day he forgave the people of Makkah who had harmed him for years. The recitation of
Surah al-Fath and his vast pardon show that true victory is the victory of the heart — a heart humble
before Allah and generous towards people.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 45: His WEEPING

The forty-fifth chapter describes the weeping of the Messenger of Allah*&z. His weeping was not loud,

but the weeping of a humble heart:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 321
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TRANSLATION:
Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ash-Shikhkhir related from his father «e il 2, that he said: “I came to the

N

Messenger of Allah*g, while he was praying, and from his chest came a sound like the bubbling of a

boiling pot, from weeping.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Suwayd ibn Nasr, from ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak,
from Hammad ibn Salamah, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ash-Shikhkhir, from

‘Abdullah ibn ash-Shikhkhir (his father) 4 & @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 321; also Sunan
an-Nasa'i No. 1214.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:321

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

A sound like a boiling pot describes weeping held within the chest. He wept in prayer out of fear and
love of Allah. This shows that humility in prayer is not mere stiliness, but a heart truly present before
Allah.

He said in a famous hadith that among the seven who will be shaded by Allah on the Day of Resurrection
is one who remembers Allah in private and his eyes overflow with tears. Weeping for Allah is a sign
of a living heart.

Scholars mention that among the causes of a hard heart are much laughter, much eating and
heedlessness of death. So to soften the heart, we can read the Qur’an understanding its meaning,
visit graves and remember Allah alone at night.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

“RECITE TO ME”

A very moving event took place when the Messenger of Allah £ asked a Companion to recite the Qur'an

to him:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 322
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud «s 4| &2 said: The Messenger of Allah % said to me: “Recite the Quran to me.” |

said: “O Messenger of Allah, shall | recite it to you when it was revealed to you?” He said: “| love to hear it
from someone else.” So | recited Surah an-Nisa’ until | reached the verse: “Wa ji'na bika ‘ala ha'ula’i shahida”

(and We bring you as a witness over these). He said: Then I saw the eyes of the Messenger of Allah &z
flowing with tears.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Mu‘awiyah ibn Hisham,
from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from al-A'mash, from Ibrahim an-Nakha'i, from ‘Abidah as-Salmani, from ‘Abdullah

ibn Mas'ud 4 401 @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 322; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 4582.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:322

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The verse that made him weep was: “we bring you, [0 Muhammad] against these [people] as a
witness” (An-Nisa’ 4:41) — Tafsir |bn Kathir 4:41.

He wept as he pictured the Day of Resurrection, when he will be a witness over his Ummah. That
weeping came from his love and concern for us — in keeping with the quality Allah mentioned: our
suffering weighs on him.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

This hadith also teaches the manners of listening to the Qur’an. He who received the revelation still
loved to hear it from others. Listening attentively to recitation can open the heart in a way different from
reading it oneself.

lbn Mas‘ud was among the Companions most skilled in reciting the Qur'an. The Prophet once said that
whoever wished to recite the Qur'an fresh as it was revealed should recite like Ilbn Umm ‘Abd — that is,
Ibn Mas‘ud. So his request was also an honour to his Companion.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

TEARS OF MERCY

He also wept out of mercy for creation. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr Ly & 2. related that during a solar eclipse,

he prayed with very long standing, bowing and prostration, then wept and prayed: “My Lord, did You
not promise that You would not punish them while | am among them? Did You not promise that
You would not punish them while they seek forgiveness?” (ash-Shama'il 323) — hasan; also (Sahih
al-Bukhari 1044).

Ibn ‘Abbas Less & 2 related that he held his dying granddaughter, and she passed away in his arms.

When Umm Ayman wept, he said: “This is not (forbidden) weeping; it is mercy. The believer is in
good in every state; his soul is drawn out from within him while he praises Allah” (ash-Shama'il
324) — hasan chain.

Anas «e 4l 2. saw him sitting by the grave of his daughter with tears flowing (ash-Shama'il 326) —

hasan chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 1285). And when his son Ibrahim died, he said: “The eye weeps and
the heart grieves, but we say only what pleases our Lord” (Sahih al-Bukhari 1303).

NOTE: KISSING ‘UTHMAN IBN MAZ‘UN (ASH-SHAMA’IL 325)

The narration of ‘A’'ishah that he kissed ‘Uthman ibn Maz'un after his death while weeping has a weak chain
according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. That he wept at the death of loved ones is established in the sahih narrations
above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 325 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:325

The lesson: weeping at a death is not a sign of weak faith, but a sign of a merciful heart. What is
forbidden is wailing, screaming and saying words that show discontent with Allah’s decree.

The eclipse hadith also teaches that natural phenomena such as eclipses are not tied to anyone’s death
or birth, but are signs of Allah’s power. He rejected the superstitions of the days of ignorance and taught
his Ummah to remember Allah, supplicate and give charity when they see one.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 46: His BED

The forty-sixth chapter describes the bed of the Messenger of Allah*& — a very brief picture of a very

simple life:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 327
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= & s, said: “The bed of the Messenger of Allah*Z, on which he slept was only of tanned

leather, stuffed with palm fibre.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Ali ibn Huir, from ‘Ali ibn Mushir, from Hisham ibn
‘Urwah, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr (his father), from ‘A'ishah, Mother of the Believers L &l o2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 327; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6456.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:327

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The leader of a state slept on leather stuffed with palm fibre. No soft mattress, no raised bed. In another
narration, ‘Umar 4« A 2. Wept on seeing the marks of the mat on his side, and he asked: “Are you

not content that they have this world and we have the Hereafter?”

NOTE: THE MATTRESS FOLDED FOUR TIMES (ASH-SHAMA'IL 328)

Hafsah related that his mattress was a coarse woollen cloth folded in two. One night they folded it in four to
make it softer, and in the morning he asked that it be restored, because its softness had kept him from the
night prayer. Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. The simplicity of his bed is established in the
sahih narration above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 328 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:328
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

This simplicity was not because he could not afford more, but by choice. He could have lived in luxury,
but chose not to be attached to the world. A bed that is too comfortable can make one heavy to rise at
night.

Today many spend a great deal on mattresses and furniture. There is no harm in sleeping comfortably,
but this Sunnah reminds us not to go to excess and not to let worldly comfort keep us from rising for Fajr
and the night prayer.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 47: His HumILITY

The forty-seventh chapter describes the humility of the Messenger of Allah %52 It begins with his

instruction that his Ummah not over-praise him:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH No. 329
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TRANSLATION:

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab «s &2, said: The Messenger of Allah £ said: “Do not over-praise me as the

Christians over-praised (‘Isa) the son of Maryam. | am only a servant, so say: The servant of Allah and
His Messenger.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani‘ and Sa'id ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-
Makhzumi, from Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from az-Zuhri, from ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Utbah, from lbn

‘Abbas, from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab z 4! @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 329; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3445.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:329

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
This instruction is vital to protect tawhid. The Christians praised the Prophet ‘Isa g.mn 4:1:: until they

regarded him as the son of God. The Messenger of Allah £ closed that door: he is the servant of Allah
and His Messenger. Our highest love for him must never raise him above the station of a servant.

The title “servant of Allah” is the noblest of titles. Allah mentioned him by this title at the greatest events:
the Night Journey (“who took His servant by night”) and the revelation of the Quran (“who sent down the
Criterion upon His servant”).

Humility also means accepting the truth from anyone and not looking down on others. He said that
whoever humbles himself for Allah, Allah raises him. The higher a person’s position, the more he needs
to be humble.

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 205 / 266


https://sunnah.com/narrator/494
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3356
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5409
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4883
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5913
https://sunnah.com/narrator/494
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3356
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3356
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7272
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5409
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4883
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4883
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5913
https://sunnah.com/shamail:329

THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

AMONG ORDINARY PEOPLE

His humility was seen in how he mixed with ordinary people. Anas «<= A 2 related that a woman (of

limited understanding) came and said: “I have a need of you.” He said: “Sit in whichever street of
Madinah you wish, and | will sit with you” (ash-Shama'il 330) — sahih chain.

He also accepted invitations even when the meal was only barley bread and oil that had turned, and
when he died, his armour was still pledged to a Jew for food he had bought (ash-Shama'il 332) — sahih
chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 2509). He said: “If | were given a sheep’s trotter as a gift, | would accept it,
and if | were invited to eat a trotter, | would accept” (ash-Shama'il 336) — sahih; also (Sahih al-Bukhari
5178).

Jabir «¢ f\s\ o2 said that he came to visit him when he was ill on foot, riding neither mule nor horse

(ash-Shama'il 337) — hasan. Yusuf ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Salam said: “The Messenger of Allah £ named me

Yusuf, sat me on his lap and stroked my head” (ash-Shama'il 338) — sahih chain. And Anas repeated
the story of the tailor who invited him to eat (ash-Shama'’il 340) — sahih.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT HUMILITY (ASH-SHAMA’IL 331, 333, 339)

The narration that he visited the sick, attended funerals, rode a donkey and accepted the invitations of slaves
(No. 331), and the narration that he performed Hajj on a worn saddle with a cloth worth less than four dirhams
while praying: “O Allah, make it a Hajj without showing off or seeking fame” (No. 333, 339), all have weak
chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. Yet the meaning of his humility is established in many sahih narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 331, 333, 339. https://sunnah.com/shamail:331

His armour pledged to a Jew also shows that he dealt justly with non-Muslims, and that borrowing does
not lower one’s honour as long as one intends to repay. It also shows how little wealth he had when he
passed away.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

HE DISLIKED PEOPLE STANDING FOR HIm

Anas ae 4| 2 said: “There was no one more beloved to them (the Companions) than the

Messenger of Allah‘:s. Yet when they saw him, they did not stand, because they knew he disliked
it” (ash-Shama'il 334) — sahih; also (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 2754).

He did not want to be glorified like kings whose subjects stood stiffly before them. The Companions
honoured him by obeying and loving him, not by ceremony. Scholars distinguish between standing to
glorify (which is disliked) and rising to welcome an arriving guest (which is allowed).

NOTE: HIND IBN ABI HALAH’S DESCRIPTION OF HiS GATHERINGS (ASH-SHAMA'IL 335)

Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali asked his uncle Hind ibn Abi Halah about the Prophet’s manner in gatherings. Hind said that
he sat wherever there was space, gave everyone in the gathering their share of attention, and no one felt that
another was more honoured than he. Its chain is weak according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i, but much of its meaning
is supported by other narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 335 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:335

Today this Sunnah can be revived by leaders, teachers and respected people: not demanding special
treatment, sitting among the people, and letting others feel at ease around them. True dignity comes from
character, not ceremony.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

IN His HOME

What was the Messenger of Allah £ like at home? ‘A’ishah L= &) 2 gave a very simple picture:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 341
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TRANSLATION:
‘Amrah said: ‘A'ishah L= & > Was asked: “What did the Messenger of Allah £€ do in his house?” She

said: “He was a human being like other human beings: he would clean his garment, milk his sheep
and serve himself.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Abdullah ibn Salih, from Mu‘awiyah ibn Salih, from
Yahvya ibn Sa‘id al-Ansari, from ‘Amrah bint ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from ‘A’'ishah, Mother of the Believers.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 341.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:341

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The noblest Messenger of Allah did his own housework: cleaning his garment, milking his sheep and
serving his own needs. In al-Bukhari’s narration, ‘A'ishah said: “He would be busy helping his family,
and when the time for prayer came, he would go out to pray” (Sahih al-Bukhari 676).

This is a great lesson for husbands and fathers. Helping with housework does not lower a man’s dignity;
it is the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah ££&. A family that helps one another will feel peace and love at

home.

Notice too that he served himself. He did not burden his wives with his personal needs, even though he
was a very busy leader. This shows his respect for his family and his sense of responsibility for himself.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 48: His CHARACTER

The forty-eighth chapter describes the character of the Messenger of Allah i&%. The closest witness

was Anas ibn Malik, who served him from childhood:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA'IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 344
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TRANSLATION:
Anas ibn Malik <= 4! 2 said: “I served the Messenger of Allah*&z for ten years, and he never once

said “uff” to me. He never said about something | did: Why did you do it? Nor about something I left:
Why did you leave it? The Messenger of Allah £ was the best of people in character. | never touched silk

or anything softer than the palm of the Messenger of Allah &€, and | never smelled musk or perfume more

fragrant than the sweat of the Messenger of Allah &g.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id, from Ja‘far ibn Sulayman ad-
Dubai, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik «& &1 sz ..

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 344; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 2015.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:344

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Tenyears is a long time, and a boy will surely make many mistakes. Yet he never said “uff”, never asked
‘why did you do that?” or “why did you not do it?” He taught with patience and love, not with anger and
blame.

Anas also mentioned the softness of his hand and the fragrance of his sweat. This is not merely a
physical description, but a picture of how his whole person — outward and inward — was beautiful and
pleasant. Parents, teachers and employers can follow how he treated those in his care.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT HiS CHARACTER (ASH-SHAMA'IL 342-343)

The narration of Zayd ibn Thabit that he would talk with the Companions about this world, the Hereafter and
food according to their topic of conversation (No. 342), and the narration of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As that he addressed
him with such attention that he thought he was the best Companion (No. 343), both have weak chains
according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 342-343. https://sunnah.com/shamail:342

Allah Himself praised his character: “And indeed, you are of a great moral character” (Al-Qalam 68:4). He
also said that he was sent to perfect noble character. So character is not merely an ornament of religion,
but part of the purpose of his mission.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

FORGIVING, NOT AVENGING

‘A'ishah L= 4‘1\ 2, said: “The Messenger of Allah & was not obscene, nor did he deliberately

utter obscenities, nor shout in the markets, nor repay evil with evil; rather, he would pardon and
forgive” (ash-Shama'il 346) — sahih chain; also (Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 2016).

She also said: “The Messenger of Allah %55 never struck anything with his hand, except when

fighting in the path of Allah, and never struck a servant or a woman” (ash-Shama'il 347) — sahih;
also (Sahih Muslim 2328). This utterly refutes the notion that Islam permits violence against wives and
workers.

‘A'ishah added: “I never saw the Messenger of Allah € avenge a wrong done to himself, as long as

Allah’s sacred limits were not violated. But when Allah’s limits were violated, he was the angriest of
people for it. And he was never given a choice between two matters except that he chose the easier, as
long as it was not a sin” (ash-Shama'il 348) — sahih; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 3560).

The greatest example of his forgiveness was on the day of the conquest of Makkah, when he granted
safety and pardon to the people of Makkah who had been his enemies for years. This is the character
that wins hearts, and people then entered Islam in crowds.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

GENTLE WITH EVERYONE

‘Aishah L 4l o2 related that a man asked permission to see him. He said: “What a bad brother of his

tribe.” Yet when the man came in, he spoke to him gently. After he left, ‘A’ishah asked about it, and he
said: “O ‘A’ishah, the worst of people are those whom people avoid for fear of their evil” (ash-
Shama'il 349) — sahih; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 6032).

This hadith teaches the difference between mudarah (gentleness for the sake of good) and mudahanah
(flattery that sacrifices religion). He was gentle with a man of bad character to ward off his harm and
perhaps soften his heart, without the slightest compromise of the truth.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT HiS GENTLENESS (ASH-SHAMA’IL 345, 350)

The narration of Anas that he rarely confronted a man with a trace of saffron directly, but asked others to tell
him (No. 345), and the long description by al-Husayn of his manners in gatherings (No. 350), both have weak
chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 345, 350. https://sunnah.com/shamail:345

His gentleness was also recorded by Allah: “So by mercy from Allah, you were lenient with them. And if
you had been rude and harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from about you” (Al ‘Imran 3:159).
Gentleness draws people near; harshness drives them away.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

HE NEVER SAID NO

It is from this chapter that the title of this part is taken. The generosity of the Messenger of Allah £ was

described by Jabir s il 2. Inone short sentence:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 351
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TRANSLATION:
Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah Lz & o2 said: “The Messenger of Allah ¢ was never asked for anything and

said: No.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir, from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah Lege 441 g2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 351; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6034.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:351

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

If he had something, he gave it. If not, he promised or prayed, but never refused harshly. Ibn ‘Abbas
loge &) 2 said: “The Messenger of Allah % was the most generous of people with good, and

he was most generous in Ramadan when Jibril met him to study the Qur’an. At that time he was
more generous than the free-blowing wind” (ash-Shama'il 352) — sahih; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 6).

Anas e 4| s> said: “The Prophet & never stored anything for the next day” (ash-Shama'il 353) —

hasan. And ‘A’ishah L= A s> said: “The Prophet £2€ would accept gifts and repay them” (ash-Shama'il
356) — sahih chain; also (Sahih al-Bukhari 2585). Repaying gifts strengthens love and honours the giver.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT HiS GENEROSITY (ASH-SHAMA’IL 354-355)

The narration of ‘Umar about a man who asked, and the Prophet told him to buy on credit in the Prophet’s
name (No. 354), and the narration of ar-Rubayyi‘ about ornaments given in return for a gift of dates and
cucumbers (No. 355), both have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 354-355. https://sunnah.com/shamail:354

We may not be able to give as he did, but we can follow its spirit. never turning away a person who asks
harshly, giving even a little, and increasing charity especially in Ramadan.

His generosity came from certainty in Allah. He did not fear poverty from giving, for he was certain that

provision is in Allah’s hand and that charity does not decrease wealth. This certainty is what kept his hand
always open.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 49: HiS MODESTY

The forty-ninth chapter describes the modesty of the Messenger of Allah iz

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 357
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri 4« Y o2 said: “The Propheti&z was more modest than a maiden in her seclusion.
When he disliked something, we would know it from his face.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Mahmud ibn Ghaylan, from Abu Dawud at-Tayalisi,
from Shu'bah ibn al-Hajjaj, from Qatadah, from ‘Abdullah ibn Abi ‘Utbah, from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri 4 sz,

L.
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 357; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3562.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:357

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

A maiden living behind a curtain is usually very shy. Yet the Messenger of Allah &€ — a leader,

commander and teacher — was shyer still. This modesty never stopped him from conveying the truth, but
it kept him from unbecoming words and deeds.

Notice too that when he disliked something, the Companions could see it in his face. He did not need
to scold; the change in his face was enough of a rebuke. He said: “Modesty is a branch of faith.”

NOTE: MODESTY IN THE HOME (ASH-SHAMA'IL 358)
The narration of ‘A'ishah about the modesty kept between him and his wife has a weak chain according to
Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. His modesty in general is established in the sahih narration of Abu Sa‘id above.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 358 — weak chain (Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i). https://sunnah.com/shamail:358

True modesty makes a person shy before Allah more than before people. It moves one to guard one’s
gaze, tongue and deeds even when alone, knowing that Allah always sees.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LESSONS AND CONCLUSION

Chapters 41 to 49 of ash-Shama'il introduce us to the daily worship and character of the Messenger of
Allah 2. Among the most important lessons:

CHAPTER KEY LESSON

41-42. Duha and home prayer Four rak‘ahs of Duha; voluntary prayer at home

43, Fasting Sha b.anl, Monday and Thursday, ‘Ashura’; continual
even if little

44. Recitation Tartil, madd and pausing at each verse

45, Weeping Weeping for Allah and out of mercy

46-47. Bed and humility Seryant of Allah and His Messenger; helping the
family

48. Character Never saying “uff’; forgiving; generous

49. Modesty Shyer than a maiden behind her curtain

A MESSAGE FOR Us
The character of the Messenger of Allah £ is not only to be admired, but to be practised little by little.

Choose one deed from this book — two rak‘ahs of Duha, fasting on Monday, helping with housework, or
never saying “uff’ to a child — and keep it up, even if small. May Allah make us an Ummah its Prophet is
proud of.

The book is completed with Part 6, the final part: his cupping, his names, his livelihood, his age, his
passing, his inheritance and seeing him in a dream — the closing chapters of ash-Shama'il. And Allah
knows best.
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APPENDIX: A CHECKLIST OF WORSHIP AND CHARACTER

Here is a summary of the worship and character of the Messenger of Allah £ discussed in this book,

with their sources. This list can be printed and used as a weekly guide for the whole family.

PRACTICE SOURCE

Praying two to four rak'ahs of Duha Sahih Muslim 719
Praying voluntary prayers at home Sahih al-Bukhari 432
Fasting on Monday and Thursday Jami' at-Tirmidhi 745
Fasting three days every month ash-Shama'il 303
Fasting much in Sha‘ban Sahih al-Bukhari 1969
Fasting ‘Ashura’ Sahih al-Bukhari 2002
Deeds done continually, even if little Sahih al-Bukhari 6464

Reciting the Qur'an with tartil, pausing at each verse  ash-Shama'il 315

Listening to the Qur'an from others Sahih al-Bukhari 4582
Helping with housework Sahih al-Bukhari 676

Never saying “uff’ or blaming Sahih al-Bukhari 6038
Forgiving and choosing the easier way Sahih al-Bukhari 3560
Not turning away one who asks Sahih al-Bukhari 6034
Accepting gifts and repaying them Sahih al-Bukhari 2585

Choose one act of worship and one trait of character to begin this week. Once they become habits, add
the next. This is the meaning of his words: the deeds most beloved to Allah are those done continually,
even if little.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The Arabic terms below appear throughout this book. Knowing them makes it easier to follow the
narrations and the explanations of the scholars, and to continue studying ash-Shama'il in its
commentaries.

L

The voluntary morning prayer, after sunrise until

Duha before noon

Nafl / Tatawwu' A voluntary act of worship

Rawatib E;%lélfsr Sunnah prayers before or after the obligatory
Sha‘ban The eighth month, before Ramadan

‘Ashura’ The tenth day of Muharram

Tartil Slow, measured recitation of the Qur'an

Madd Lengthening the long vowels in recitation

Tarji* A gentle modulation of the voice in recitation
Tajwid The rules of correct Qur'anic recitation

Khushu' Humility and presence of heart in prayer
Tawadu’ Humility

Mudarah Soemngfg;?; r%itreﬁgigzle to ward off harm, without
Mudahanah Flattery that sacrifices religion

Haya’ Modesty, a sense of shame that prevents wrong
Siwak A tooth-stick used to clean the teeth

Tuma’ninah Calmness and stiliness in each pillar of prayer
Sahih / Hasan / Da'if Grades of a chain: authentic, good, weak

Many of these words describe a balanced life: worship that is continual rather than excessive, recitation
that is slow and reflective, and character marked by humility, gentleness and modesty.
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REFERENCES FOR PART 5

THE QUR’AN AND TAFSIR

The Noble Qur'an, Uthmani text and Sahih International translation. https://quran.com

Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Quran al-‘Azim (Al-Bagarah 2:185; An-Nisa’ 4:41; At-Tawbah 9:128; Al-Isra’ 17:110; Al-
Muzzammil 73:4). https:/tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/9/128

ASH-SHAMA’IL AND ITS COMMENTARIES

At-Tirmidhi, ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, chapters 41-49 (Hadith No. 287-358), with the grades of Zubayr
‘Ali Za'i. https://sunnah.com/shamail

Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari, Jam‘ al-Wasa'il fi Sharh ash-Shama'il; Ibrahim al-Bajuri, al-Mawahib al-Laduniyyah ‘ala ash-
Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah.

HADITH

Sahih al-Bukhari 6, 432, 676, 1044, 1176, 1285, 1303, 1969, 2002, 2509, 2585, 3445, 3560, 3562, 4582, 4835,
5045, 5178, 6032, 6034, 6038, 6456, 6464. https://sunnah.com/bukhari

Sahih Muslim 719, 2328. https://sunnah.com/muslim

Jami‘ at-Tirmidhi 478, 745, 747, 768, 2015, 2016, 2754, 2856; Sunan an-Nasa’i 1214; Sunan Ibn Majah 1378.
https://sunnah.com

GENERAL HISTORY

Wikipedia, “Al-Tirmidhi”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Tirmidhi
Wikipedia, “Shama’il Muhammadiyah”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shama%27il_Muhammadiyah

Wikipedia, “Duha prayer”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duha_prayer

Wikipedia, “Day of Ashura”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day of Ashura

Wikipedia, “Tajwid”. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajwid
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

PART SIX

Like a Page of the Mushaf

Chapters 50-56 of ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah

His Cupping, Names, Livelihood, Age, Passing and Inheritance, and Seeing Him in a Dream
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LIKE A PAGE OF THE MUSHAF

In the last five books, we came to know the appearance of the Messenger of Allah £, his clothing, his

table, his smile, his sleep, his worship and his character. This sixth book is the final one. It brings us to
the closing chapters of ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah by Imam at-Tirmidhi, chapters 50 to 56: his
cupping, his names, his livelihood, his age, his passing, his inheritance and seeing him in a dream.

These chapters contain 55 narrations as listed on sunnah.com. Two of them are only notes about
narrators, so 83 narrations are graded. Chapter 54 on his passing is the longest, with 14 narrations. As
in the previous books, sahih and hasan narrations are presented in Hadith boxes, while weak narrations
are explained in Note boxes.

This book touches the heart in a different way. We see a Prophet who was cupped and paid the cupper
fairly, whose family went a month without lighting a cooking fire, who died at sixty-three resting on his
wife’s chest, and who left not a single dinar. Yet he left something far more precious: the Qur'an, the
Sunnah and knowledge.

Grades of the Narrations in Chapters 50-56 of ash-Shama'il (53 narrations)

o s IR
Ch. 51: His names --
Ch. 52: His livelihood —-
o5 oo [

0 2 2 6 8

Number of narrations

2

= Sahih
m=m Hasan
Da'if (weak)

T T T
10 12 14
Grades according to the edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i (sunnah.com). “Sahih” includes “sahih chain”. Two notes about narrators (No. 410, 413) are ungraded.

Figure 6: The grades of the narrations in chapters 50-56 of ash-Shama’i.

Note: The Qur'anic translation in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadith is stated in its box, based on the
edition of Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i as shown on sunnah.com. Of the 53 graded narrations in these chapters, 43 are sahih or
hasan — about four-fifths.
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MUHAMMAD IS ONLY A MESSENGER

This final book opens with the verse that Abu Bakr <« & 2. recited on the day the Messenger of Allah

£ died:

SURAH ALI ‘IMRAN 3:144
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Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other] messengers have passed on before him. So if he was to die or
be killed, would you turn back on your heels [to unbelief]? And he who turns back on his heels will never
harm Allah at all; but Allah will reward the grateful.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/3:144

This verse was revealed after the Battle of Uhud, when a false rumour spread that the Messenger of Allah
¥z had been killed and some people lost heart. Ibn Kathir explains that Allah taught the believers that

this religion does not depend on the life of any human being, even if he is a Messenger Tafsir |bn
Kathir 3:144.

Eight years later, the same verse calmed the whole Ummah. When the Messenger of Allah £ truly died

and ‘Umar «e 4 2. could not accept it, Abu Bakr stood and said: “Whoever worshipped Muhammad,

Muhammad has died. And whoever worshipped Allah, Allah is Ever-Living and does not die.” Then he
recited this verse (Sahih al-Bukhari 3668).

This is the theme of this book. We will see that the Messenger of Allah £ was fully human: he fell ill and

sought treatment, went hungry and was patient, grew older and finally died. But he was also the
Messenger of Allah: his names show his rank, his inheritance is knowledge, and whoever sees him in a
dream has truly seen him.

The verse ends with a promise: Allah will reward the grateful. Being grateful for the blessing of the
Messenger &€ means holding firmly to his teaching after he is gone. May this final book increase our

gratitude and love for him.
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CHAPTER 50: His CUPPING

The fiftieth chapter of ash-Shama'il is titled “The Cupping of the Messenger of Allah & ”. It contains

six narrations: one sahih, three hasan and two weak (Figure 6). Cupping (al-hijamah) is a traditional
treatment that draws blood through cups placed on the skin.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 359
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TRANSLATION:
Humayd said: Anas ibn Malik 4= A 2, Was asked about the eamings of a cupper. He said: “The

Messenger of Allah*&z was cupped; Abu Taybah cupped him. He ordered that he be given two sa‘ of

food, and he spoke to his masters, so they reduced the levy they took from him. And he said: The best
remedy you use is cupping — or: among the best of your remedies is cupping.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Ali ibn Huijr, from Isma‘il ibn Ja‘far, from Humayd
at-Tawil, from Anas ibn Malik & &l s,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 359; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 5696.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'’il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:359

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
This hadith shows that the Messenger of Allah £ sought medical treatment, though he was the Prophet

with the greatest trust in Allah. Treatment does not contradict reliance on Allah; it is part of taking the
means that he taught.

Notice too his fairness and compassion towards Abu Taybah, a slave who worked as a cupper. He paid
him two sa’ of food, and even spoke to his masters to lighten his levy. He did not merely pay him, but also
stood up for a weak worker.

The hasan narrations in this chapter strengthen the same meaning. ‘Ali «s & 2 said that he was

cupped and told ‘Ali to give the cupper his fee (ash-Shama'il 360). Ibn ‘Abbas Lz &) 2, said that he
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

was cupped on the two veins at the side of the neck and between the shoulders, and gave the cupper his
fee — “and had it been unlawful, he would not have given it” (ash-Shama'il 361). This is also narrated
by al-Bukhari (Sahih al-Bukhari 2103).

Ibn ‘Umar Luss &) 2 narrated that he asked the cupper how much his levy was. When he said three

sa', he reduced it by one sa‘ and gave him his fee (ash-Shama'il 362) — hasan. This teaches us to care
about the burdens of those who serve us.
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CUPPING: SUNNAH AND MODERN RESEARCH

He was also cupped while in ihram, as Ibn ‘Abbas Lw= 4 2 said: “The Messenger of Allah %€ was

cupped while he was in ihram” (Sahih al-Bukhari 1835). This shows that cupping was a common treatment
in his life, at home or on a journey.

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS ABOUT CUPPING (ASH-SHAMA’IL 363-364)

The narration of Anas that he was cupped on the seventeenth, nineteenth and twenty-first of the month
(No. 363), and the narration that he was cupped on the top of the foot while in ihram at Malal (No. 364), both
have weak chains according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i. So we do not set specific dates as a confirmed Sunnah on
the basis of these narrations.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 363-364. https://sunnah.com/shamail:363

How does modern medicine view cupping? A systematic review of 14 randomised clinical trials on wet
cupping found promising evidence for muscle and joint pain, such as low back pain and neck pain. Yet
the researchers stressed that better-quality trials are still needed (Al-Bedah et al., 2016).

Another review set out the types of cupping and the possible side effects, such as bruising, wounds and
infection if hygiene is poor (Aboushanab & AlSanad, 2018). So whoever wishes to be cupped should go
to a qualified practitioner, and speak to a doctor if they have an iliness or are taking medication.

The bigger lesson of this chapter is the attitude towards treatment: he used the treatment known in his
time, paid its practitioner fairly, and said: “Allah has not sent down any disease without sending down its
cure” (Sahih al-Bukhari 5678). Islam encourages its followers to seek medicine and medical knowledge,
with hearts that rely on Allah.
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CHAPTER 51: His NAMES

The fifty-first chapter gathers the names of the Messenger of Allah &z, It contains two narrations: one

sahih and one hasan. These names are not mere titles, but describe his mission and rank.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 365
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TRANSLATION:
Muhammad ibn Jubayr ibn Mut'im reported from his father 4« & o2 that the Messenger of Allah L said:

“l have several names. | am Muhammad, | am Ahmad, | am al-Mahi, through whom Allah erases
disbelief, | am al-Hashir, behind whom the people will be gathered, and | am al-‘Aqib, after whom there
is no prophet.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Sa‘id ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Makhzumi, from
Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from az-Zuhri, from Muhammad ibn Jubayr ibn Mut'im, from Jubayr ibn Mut'im (his
father) 4 &l 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 365; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3532,

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:365

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Muhammad means the one who is much praised, and Ahmad means the one who praises Allah the
most. The name Ahmad is mentioned in the Qur'an as glad tidings brought by the Prophet ‘Isa ?3@\ CL:
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SURAH As-SAFF 61:6
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And [mention] when Jesus, the son of Mary, said, "O children of Israel, indeed | am the messenger of Allah
to you confirming what came before me of the Torah and bringing good tidings of a messenger to come
after me, whose name is Ahmad." But when he came to them with clear evidences, they said, "This is
obvious magic."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/61:6

Ibn Kathir explains that the Prophet ‘Isa QM\ d:lc was the last prophet of the Children of Israel, and he

gave news of the prophet who would come after him, the Prophet Muhammad £ Tafsir [bn Kathir

Al-Mahi (the Eraser) means that Allah erases disbelief through him. Al-Hashir (the Gatherer) means
people will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection after him. And al-‘Aqib (the Last) means there is no
prophet after him. Each of these names invites us to reflect on his place in human history and in the
Hereafter.

Whoever is named Muhammad or Ahmad should strive so that his character matches his name:
praising Allah much and being praised for his goodness. A good name is a prayer, and it reminds its
bearer of the noblest example.
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THE PROPHET OF MERCY AND THE SEAL OF THE PROPHETS

Hudhayfah ¢ Al 2, narrated that he met the Prophet £€ in one of the streets of Madinah, and he

said: “l am Muhammad, | am Ahmad, | am the Prophet of Mercy, the Prophet of Repentance, | am al-
Mugaffi (the one who followed the earlier prophets), | am al-Hashir, and the Prophet of the Great Battles”

(ash-Shama'il 366) — hasan chain. Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari <= &) o2, Narrated a very similar list (Sahih

Muslim 2355).

The name Prophet of Mercy matches the words of Allah:

SURAH AL-ANBIYA’ 21:107

@ Cnaliald & ,y\@j.;mj

And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except as a mercy to the worlds.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/21:107

Ibn Kathir explains that whoever accepts this mercy and is grateful for it will be happy in this world and
the Hereafter Tafsir [bn Kathir 21:107. His mercy reached the believers, children, the poor, slaves and
even animals — as we saw in the previous books.

The names al-‘Aqib and al-Muqaffi match the verse that declares him the seal of all the prophets:

SURAH AL-AHzAB 33:40
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Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah and last of the
prophets. And ever is Allah, of all things, Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/33:40

He described himself with a beautiful parable: the prophets are like a fine house except for the place of
one missing brick; people walk around it and say, “If only this brick were put in place!” He said: “I am that
brick, and | am the seal of the prophets” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3535).
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CHAPTER 52: His LIVELIHOOD

The fifty-second chapter is titled “The Livelihood of the Messenger of Allah %", that is, how he and

his family lived day to day in terms of food and wealth. It contains nine narrations: three sahih, one hasan
and five weak.

This chapter opens with al-Nu'man ibn Bashir L= & 2 reproaching the people of his time: “Do you

not now eat and drink as you please? | saw your Prophet €, and he could not find even poor-quality

dates to fill his stomach” (ash-Shama'il 370) — sahih chain (Sahih Muslim 2977).

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 371
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TRANSLATION:

‘Aishah L= & 2 said: “We, the family of Muhammad, would spend a whole month without lighting
a fire (for cooking). It was nothing but dates and water.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Harun ibn Ishag al-Hamdani, from ‘Abdah ibn
Sulayman, from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr (his father), from ‘A'ishah, Mother of the
Believers = 4! 52,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 371; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6458.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:371

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

A month without fire in the kitchen meant no bread baked and no dish cooked. There were only “the two
black things”: dates and water. ‘A’ishah = &) o2 told her nephew ‘Urwah that they would see three
new moons in two months without a fire being lit in the houses of the Messenger of Allah &€ (Sahih al-

Bukhari 2567).

This simplicity was not because he could not obtain wealth. Spoils and gifts came to him, but he gave
them away to others. He prayed: “O Allah, make the provision of the family of Muhammad just
enough to live on” (Sahih al-Bukhari 6460).

This gives us the right measure of blessing. We who today have full kitchens and stocked refrigerators
should be more grateful, avoid waste, and remember those who still live on dates and water.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

MADE TO FEAR FOR THE SAKE OF ALLAH

His hardship was not only in food. In the early days of the call in Makkah, he faced threats and
persecution alone:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 376
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TRANSLATION:
Anas «¢ & 2 said: The Messenger of Allah e said: “I have been made to fear for the sake of Allah
when no one else was made to fear, and | have been harmed for the sake of Allah when no one else

was harmed. Thirty days and nights passed over me when Bilal and | had no food that any living
creature could eat, except a little that Bilal could hide under his armpit.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ad-Darimi, from
Rawh ibn Aslam, from Hammad ibn Salamah, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik «s & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 376; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 2472.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:376

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

He mentions three hardships: fear, harm and hunger. All were endured “for the sake of Allah”, when
there were not yet many believers to share the burden. Bilal <« & 2., a former slave tortured for his

faith, was his companion in that hunger.
Abu Talhah 4 &l s> Narrated that the Companions complained to the Messenger of Allah 3 of hunger

and showed their stomachs with a stone tied to each. Then the Messenger of Allah :& showed his

stomach with two stones tied to it (ash-Shama'il 372) — hasan chain. Tying a stone to the stomach
was how the Arabs held back the pain of hunger.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

The same happened while digging the trench in the Battle of the Trench. Jabir = &) o2 related that

when the Companions came upon a huge rock, he rose to break it, with a stone tied to his stomach,
and they had not tasted food for three days (Sahih al-Bukhari 4101).

A leader hungrier than his followers — this was the leadership of the Messenger of Allah £€. He never

asked others to be patient while he himself was full. This lesson matters greatly for parents, teachers and
leaders: show patience in deeds, not only in words.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

HUNGER SHARED WITH HiS COMPANIONS

One of the most beautiful stories of his hunger is narrated by Abu Hurayrah << & 2. in Sahih Muslim.

One day or night, the Messenger of Allah £ went out and found Abu Bakr and ‘Umar Loz & 2

outside too. He asked: “What has brought you out at this hour?” They said: “Hunger, O Messenger of
Allah.” He said: “By the One in whose hand is my soul, what brought you out has brought me out
too” (Sahih Muslim 2038).

The three of them went to the house of a man of the Ansar. His wife welcomed them joyfully, and the man
came with a bunch of dates and then slaughtered a sheep. After they had eaten and drunk, he said: “You
will surely be asked about this blessing on the Day of Resurrection. Hunger brought you out of
your homes, and you did not return until you received this blessing” (Sahih Muslim 2038).

NOTE: WEAK NARRATIONS IN THE CHAPTER ON LIVELIHOOD (ASH-SHAMA'IL 373375, 377-378)

The ash-Shama'il version of the story above, which names the Ansari man Abu al-Haytham ibn at-Tayyihan
and adds long details about a servant and advice (No. 373), has a weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i.
So too narrations No. 374, 375, 377 and 378 about his food and hardship. The core of the story — hunger,
and the blessing asked about on the Day of Resurrection — is established in Sahih Muslim No. 2038.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 373-378. https://sunnah.com/shamail:373
Sahih Muslim No. 2038. https://sunnah.com/muslim:2038

This story teaches two things. First, hunger is no shame; the Messenger of Allah £ and his two best

Companions were hungry together. Second, every blessing — even just dates, meat and cool water —
will be asked about by Allah: were we grateful for it?
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 53: HIs AGE

The fifty-third chapter is titled “The Age of the Messenger of Allah 2. It contains six narrations: four

sahih and two hasan. There is no weak narration in this chapter.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 379
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TRANSLATION:
Ibn ‘Abbas L= & s, said: “The Prophet®& stayed in Makkah for thirteen years receiving revelation,
and in Madinah for ten. He died at the age of sixty-three.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani’, from Rawh ibn ‘Ubadah, from
Zakariyya ibn Ishaq, from ‘Amr ibn Dinar, from |bn ‘Abbas lags & o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 379; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 3652.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:379

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith sums up the whole period of prophethood: thirteen years in Makkah — years of calling,
persecution and patience — and ten years in Madinah — years of building a society, striving and
completing the law. In only twenty-three years, he transformed Arabia and left an Ummah that carried
Islam to the whole world.

‘A'ishah = &) s also said: “The Prophet £€ died at the age of sixty-three” (ash-Shama'il 381) (Sahih

al-Bukhari 3536). And Mu‘awiyah 4 & s> once said in a sermon: “The Messenger of Allah £€ died

at sixty-three, as did Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and | am now sixty-three” (ash-Shama'il 380) — sahih chain.

Notice the words of Mu‘awiyah: it is as if he hoped his end would match the age of the Messenger of
Allah £ and his two best Companions. This shows how much the Companions loved him, wishing to

resemble him in everything, even age.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

The age of sixty also reminds us of his words: “The lifespans of my Ummah are between sixty and seventy,
and few exceed that’ (Jami' at-Tirmidhi 3550). Whoever has reached this age should increase his
provision for the Hereafter.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

SIXTY-THREE YEARS

There are also two hasan narrations stating that he died at sixty-five: from Ibn ‘Abbas (ash-Shama'il 382)

and from Daghfal ibn Hanzalah (ash-Shama'’il 383). And Anas <= &) 2. gives the figure sixty in the

following hadith:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 384
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TRANSLATION:
Rabi‘ah ibn Abi ‘Abd ar-Rahman heard Anas ibn Malik <= 4! 2, say. “The Messenger of Allah L& was

neither very tall nor short, neither pale white nor dark brown, and his hair was neither tightly curled nor straight.
Allah the Exalted sent him at the end of forty years. He stayed in Makkah ten years and in Madinah
ten years, and Allah took him at the end of sixty years, with not even twenty white hairs on his head
and beard.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ishaq ibn Musa al-Ansari, from Ma‘n ibn ‘Isa, from
Malik ibn Anas, from Rabi‘ah ibn Abi ‘Abd ar-Rahman, from Anas ibn Malik «& 41 sz ..

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 384; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 3547.

GRADE: SAHIH CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by
al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:384

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Scholars explain that the strongest view is sixty-three years, since it is narrated by many Companions
with the most authentic chains. Anas’s narration of sixty is only a round figure that drops the extra years,
as was the Arab custom. The narration of sixty-five may count the year of birth and the year of death as
full years.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Anas’s hadith also mentions something moving: not even twenty white hairs on his head and beard. In
the first book we saw how few his grey hairs were. This shows that he died still strong and radiant, not in
frail old age.

Ibn ‘Abbas Lws 4l 2 also narrated that he was sent at the age of forty (Sahih al-Bukhari 3902). This

gives hope to everyone: forty is not an end, but can be the beginning of the most meaningful life. Allah
Himself mentions forty as the age of maturity in Surah al-Ahqgaf, verse 15.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 54: His PASSING

The fifty-fourth chapter is titled “The Passing of the Messenger of Allah‘&g”. It is the longest in this

part, with fourteen narrations: five sahih, six hasan and three weak. We begin with the final moments
witnessed by Anas 4= &) 2

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 386
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TRANSLATION:

Anas ibn Malik «e | &2, said: “The last look | had at the Messenger of Allah*%% was when he lifted

the curtain on Monday. | looked at his face, and it was like a page of the Mushaf, while the people were
praying behind Abu Bakr. The people were about to stir (in joy), so he signalled to them to stay in place, while

Abu Bakr led them. Then he let down the curtain, and the Messenger of Allah g died at the end of that
day.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Abu ‘Ammar al-Husayn ibn Hurayth and Qutaybah
ibn Sa'id, from Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from az-Zuhri, from Anas ibn Malik 4= & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 386; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 680.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:386

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This is the origin of this part’s title: “like a page of the Mushaf”. Scholars explain that Anas likened his
face to a page of the Mushaf for its beauty, purity and light. Though gravely ill, his face still shone.

In al-Bukhari’s narration it is mentioned that when he saw the people in rows behind Abu Bakr, he smiled
and laughed (Sahih al-Bukhari 680). The last sight that gladdened him was his Ummah praying in
congregation. That was the fruit of twenty-three years of striving.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

His signal to the people to stay in place and keep praying behind Abu Bakr is also full of meaning. He
wanted his Ummah to continue worshipping without depending on his presence. The prayer does not stop
when he is gone.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

His FINAL ILLNESS

The final illness of the Messenger of Allah i€ began some days before his death. When it grew heavy,

he asked his wives’ permission to be nursed in ‘A’ishah’s house, and they all agreed. He went to
‘N'ishah’s house supported by two men, al-‘Abbas and another, his feet dragging on the ground (Sahih
al-Bukhari 4442).

Notice his fairness to his wives even in grave iliness. He did not simply move to the house of his most
beloved wife, but asked permission from them all. His character did not change even when his body was
very weak.

‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud <= 4! 2 Visited him while he had a high fever and said: “O Messenger of Allah,

you have a very high fever.” He replied: “Yes, I have the fever of two men among you.” Ibn Mas‘ud
asked: “Is that because you will have a double reward?” He said: “Yes. No Muslim is afflicted with any
harm, even the prick of a thorn, but that Allah expiates his sins because of it, as a tree sheds its leaves”
(Sahih al-Bukhari 5648).

This hadith is a comfort to everyone who is ill. Pain is not a sign that Allah dislikes someone; the
prophets were the most severely tested of people. For the believer, every pain borne with patience sheds
sins and increases reward.

From his illness we learn the etiquette of visiting the sick: Ion Mas‘ud came, spoke gently and asked
with love. Visiting the sick, praying for them and giving them hope is a Sunnah of great reward.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

RESTING ON ‘A’ISHAH’S CHEST

‘Aishah L M 2. related his final moment briefly:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 387
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L & &2, said: “l was supporting the Prophet % against my chest — or she said: in my lap

— and he called for a basin to urinate in. Then he urinated, and then he died.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Humayd ibn Mas'adah al-Basri, from Sulaym ibn
Akhdar, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Awn, from lbrahim an-Nakha'i, from al-Aswad ibn Yazid, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of

the Believers L I @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 387; also Sunan
an-Nasa’i No. 33.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. That he died resting on
‘N'ishah’s chest is also narrated by al-Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:387

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
In al-Bukhari's narration, ‘A'ishah = & 2. counted it among Allah’s favours upon her: the Messenger

of Allah £ died in her house, on her day, resting against her chest, and Allah joined her saliva with

his at the very end, when she softened a siwak for him (Sahih al-Bukhari 4449).

To the very end, he kept cleanliness — asking for a basin and using the siwak. Cleanliness is no small
matter in Islam; it is part of faith, and he kept it until his last breath.

‘A'ishah L= &) 2, also narrated that, when he was healthy, he had said that no prophet dies until he is

shown his place in Paradise and then given the choice. At the very end, he lifted his gaze upwards and
said: “O Allah, (I choose) the Highest Companion (ar-Rafiq al-A‘la)” (Sahih al-Bukhari 4463). Those
were his last words.

He chose meeting Allah over staying in this world. For the believer, death is not a frightening end, but a
door to the Highest Companion, the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs and the righteous.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

THE AGONIES OF DEATH

Though he was beloved to Allah, he still felt the pain of death:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 388
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= & 2, said: “I saw the Messenger of Allah*, as he was dying. Beside him was a cup of

water. He would put his hand in the cup and then wipe his face with the water, saying: O Allah, help
me through the agonies of death.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id, from al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, from
Yazid ibn al-Had, from Musa ibn Sarjis, from al-Qasim ibn Muhammad, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of the Believers
e A1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 388; also Jami'
at-Tirmidhi No. 978.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. A similar meaning
is narrated by al-Bukhari (No. 6510).

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:388

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

In al-Bukhari’s narration, he wiped his face with water, saying: “La ilaha illallah, truly death has its
agonies” (Sahih al-Bukhari 6510). His prayer teaches us to ask Allah’s help for the hardest moment in
every human life.

Seeing that pain, ‘A'ishah L= & 2. said: “I no longer envy anyone an easy death, after seeing how

hard the death of the Messenger of Allahtz was” (ash-Shama'il 389) — hasan. A hard death is not a

sign of Allah’s anger; for the prophets, it raises rank and reward.

Fatimah L= & 2. too could not hold back her grief seeing her father. She said: “Oh, the distress of my

father!” He replied: “There will be no distress for your father after today” (ash-Shama'il 398) — hasan
(Sahih al-Bukhari 4462). These words are full of tenderness: he comforted his daughter while he himself
was suffering.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

From this chapter we learn to prepare for death: to remember La ilaha illallah often, to pray for ease in
the agonies of death, and to comfort the family we leave behind. He said: “Whoever’s last words are La
ilaha illallah will enter Paradise” (Sunan Abi Dawud 3116).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

His FINAL COUNSELS

In the last days of his illness, the Messenger of Allah £ left several important counsels for his Ummah.

These counsels are not in the chapters of ash-Shama'il, but are narrated in authentic hadith collections,
and they complete the picture of his final days.

‘Al ibn Abi Talib 4 41 &2 said that among the last words spoken by the Messenger of Allah % were:

“The prayer, the prayer! And fear Allah regarding those whom your right hands possess” (Sunan
Abi Dawud 5156). Two things he repeated: the right of Allah through prayer, and the right of the weak
under our care.

Jabir e 4| 2. heard him say three days before his death: “Let none of you die except while thinking

well of Allah” (Sahih Muslim 2877). This counsel suits his final moments perfectly: he himself chose the
Highest Companion, full of hope in Allah’s mercy.

‘A'ishah L= Y 2, harrated thatin his final illness he warned about earlier peoples who took the graves

of their prophets as places of worship (Sahih al-Bukhari 1330). He guarded the purity of tawhid to the
very end, so that his Ummah would not exalt him beyond his station as the servant and Messenger of
Allah.

These counsels show what mattered most to him in his final moments: tawhid, prayer, thinking well of
Allah and mercy to the weak. This is a summary of the religion he brought over twenty-three years.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ABU BAKR KISSED HIM

When the news of his death spread, Abu Bakr «e 4l 2 came from his home in as-Sunh, entered

‘Aishah’s room, and uncovered his face:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 391
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TRANSLATION:
Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘A'ishah Lo & s> reported: “Abu Bakr kissed the Prophets: after he had died.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-
Qattan, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Musa ibn Abi ‘A’ishah, from ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Utbah, from

Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘A'ishah, Mother of the Believers L. s 4l @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 391; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 4455.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:391

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH
‘Aishah L= A 2. added in another narration that Abu Bakr placed his mouth between his eyes, put

his hands on his forearms, and said: “O Prophet! O sincere friend! O beloved friend!” (ash-Shama'il
392) — hasan chain. He also said: “May my father and mother be ransomed for you, you were good in
life and in death” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3668).

Abu Bakr showed two things that day: deep love and firm faith. He wept and kissed him, but then went
out calmly to steady the Ummah with the Qur'an. He also recited the words of Allah:

SURAH Az-ZUMAR 39:30

@ O ;w r.@.s Q w dg\g
Indeed, you are to die, and indeed, they are to die.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/39:30
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Ibn Kathir explains that this verse reminds that all people will die, including the Messenger of Allah &g,

and all will gather before Allah Tafsir [bn Kathir 39:30. This is what brought ‘Umar <= & 2 to his

senses, as if he had never heard the verse before.

The lesson for us: weeping at the death of a loved one is not forbidden; he himself wept when his son
lbrahim died (Sahih al-Bukhari 1303). What is forbidden is wailing and despair. Grief accompanied by
patience and contentment is the way of Abu Bakr.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

WHEN MADINAH GREW DARK

Anas < 4| 2 described the difference between the day he arrived in Madinah and the day he died:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 393
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TRANSLATION:
Anas «¢ & 2 said: “On the day the Messenger of Allah%& entered Madinah, everything in it shone.
And on the day he died, everything in it became dark. We had not yet shaken the dust from our hands,

while we were still burying him &€, before we found our hearts had changed.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Bishr ibn Hilal as-Sawwaf, from Ja'far ibn Sulayman
ad-Duba'i, from Thabit al-Bunani, from Anas ibn Malik <& &l o2,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 393; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 3618.

GRADE: HASAN CHAIN — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il.
Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:393

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Scholars explain that “light” and “darkness” here are spiritual light and darkness: the joy, guidance and
tranquillity when he arrived, and the grief and loss when he left. The Companions’ hearts also changed
— not because their faith decreased, but because they had lost the light that had always illuminated
them.

‘Aishah L= ) 2 said: “The Messenger of Allah % died on a Monday” (ash-Shama'il 394) —

sahih. Abu Bakr 4= 4| 2. himself asked ‘A’ishah on what day he died, and she answered: Monday;

and Abu Bakr hoped that he too would die on that day (Sahih al-Bukhari 1387).

NOTE: NARRATIONS ABOUT THE BURIAL (ASH-SHAMA'IL 390, 395-396)

The narration of Abu Bakr that “no prophet dies except that he is buried where he died” (No. 390) has a
weak chain according to Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i, but he graded the hadith hasan because of other supporting routes.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

The narrations about his burial on the night of Wednesday (No. 395) and on Tuesday (No. 396) have weak
chains. What is certain is that he was buried in ‘A’ishah’s room, where he died.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 390, 395-396. https://sunnah.com/shamail:390

The Companions’ grief is a lesson for us who never saw him. They felt an immense loss because they

knew him closely. The more we come to know him through books like ash-Shama'il, the deeper our love
for him grows.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LONGING FOR HIM

After his death, the Companions deeply missed him. Anas «¢ & 2 Narrated that Abu Bakr said to
‘Umar: “Let us visit Umm Ayman as the Messenger of Allah ££& used to visit her.” When they arrived, Umm

Ayman wept. They said: “What is with Allah is better for the Messenger of Allah £&.” She replied: “/ do

not weep because | do not know that, but because revelation has been cut off from the heavens”
(Sahih Muslim 2454). And the two of them wept with her.

Notice that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar continued his practice: visiting Umm Ayman, the woman who had cared
for him since childhood. The best way to miss someone is to continue the good he used to do.

For us who came later, there is good news. A man asked him when the Hour would be. He asked: “What
have you prepared for it?” He said: “Nothing, except that | love Allah and His Messenger.” He said: “You
will be with those you love.” Anas said: “We were never so happy with anything” (Sahih al-Bukhari
3688).

Anas added in that narration: “| love the Prophet &%, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and | hope to be with them

because of my love for them, even though my deeds are not like theirs.” True longing for him is a longing
that moves us to act, so that we may be worthy of being gathered with him.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

ABU BAKR LEADS THE PRAYER

The longest narration in this chapter comes from Salim ibn ‘Ubayd 4« & 2 @ Companion from the

People of the Suffah (ash-Shama'il 397) — sahih chain. He related that he fainted in his illness, then came
round and asked: “Has the prayer time come?” They said: “Yes.” He said: “Tell Bilal to call the adhan,
and tell Abu Bakr to lead the people.” This was repeated several times.

‘Aishah L 4l 2. tried to ask for someone else because her father was soft-hearted and wept easily,

but he insisted that Abu Bakr should lead. The same event is narrated by al-Bukhari (Sahih al-Bukhari
664). The Companions understood the sign: if he was pleased for Abu Bakr to lead their prayer, they
would be pleased for Abu Bakr to lead their worldly affairs.

Salim’s narration continues with ‘Umar unable to accept his death, the arrival of Abu Bakr who recited
“Indeed, you are to die, and indeed, they are to die”, and finally the pledge of allegiance to Abu
Bakr as caliph. Abu Bakr also taught them how to pray over him — in groups, one after another — and
that he should be buried in the place where Allah took his soul, then told his kihnsmen to wash him. In
the hardest moment, the Companions stayed united and made sure the Ummah did not split.

The chapter closes with glad tidings for parents who lose children. Ibn ‘Abbas L & 2, arrated that

he said: “Whoever of my Ummah has two children who go before him (dying young), Allah will admit him
to Paradise because of them.” ‘A’ishah asked: “And whoever has one?” He said: “And whoever has one,
O you who are granted success.” She asked: “And whoever has none?” He said: “l am the forerunner
for my Ummabh; they will not be struck by any calamity like the calamity of losing me” (ash-Shama'il
399) — hasan chain.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 55: HIS INHERITANCE

The fifty-fith chapter is titled “The Inheritance of the Messenger of Allah i&2”. It contains seven

narrations: five sahih and two hasan. This chapter answers an important question: what did a Prophet
who once led all of Arabia leave behind?

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 400
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TRANSLATION:

‘Amr ibn al-Harith <= 4| o2 the brother of Juwayriyah (Mother of the Believers), said: “The Messenger of

Allah“z left nothing except his weapons, his mule, and a piece of land that he made a charity.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Ahmad ibn Mani’, from Husayn ibn Muhammad al-
Marrudhi, from Isra'il ibn Yunus, from Abu Ishaq as-Sabi'i, from ‘Amr ibn al-Harith al-Khuza'i <= &1 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 400; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 2739.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:400

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

Weapons, a white mule and a piece of land already made a charity — that was all. No palace, no store of
gold, no estate for his descendants. Indeed, ‘A’ishah L= 4l 2, related that his armour was still

pawned to a Jew for thirty sa' of barley when he died (Sahih al-Bukhari 2916).

This fact is very meaningful. A leader with full power could easily gather wealth. But he chose to live
simply and die simply, so that no one could ever claim that his call aimed at riches.

The lesson for us: true wealth is what we send ahead for the Hereafter, not what we leave behind in
this world. Charity, endowments and beneficial knowledge keep bringing reward even after we are gone.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

WE ARE NOT INHERITED FROM

From this chapter comes an important principle of the Shari‘ah, narrated by many Companions:

HAD|TH AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, NO. 403
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L= & s reported that the Messenger of Allah %€ said: “We (prophets) are not inherited from.

What we leave behind is charity.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna, from Safwan ibn ‘Isa,
from Usamah ibn Zayd al-Laythi, from az-Zuhri, from ‘Urwah ibn az-Zubayr, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of the

Believers = il @2
REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 403; also Sahih
al-Bukhari No. 6727.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by al-Bukhari
and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:403

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

The prophets are not inherited from like ordinary people. What they leave becomes charity for the
Ummah. Abu Hurayrah 4= ) 2, harrated that he said: “My heirs do not divide dinars. What | leave,

after the provision of my wives and the wage of my worker, is charity” (ash-Shama'il 404) (Sahih al-Bukhari
2776).

Fatimah l il e2_ once came to Abu Bakr asking for her share of her father’s inheritance. Abu Bakr
answered that he had heard the Messenger of Allah £ say: “We are not inherited from”, but he promised:
“I will support whomever the Messenger of Allahiz, supported, and | will spend on whomever the

Messenger of Allah &2 spent on” (ash-Shama'il 401) — hasan chain.

In the caliphate of ‘Umar <= &) 2., al-'Abbas and ‘Al L &) 2. came to him disputing over that

property. ‘Umar asked the senior Companions present — among them ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, az-
Zubayr and Sa‘d — by Allah: “Do you know that the Messenger of Allah £ said: We are not inherited
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

from; what we leave is charity?” They all said: “Yes” (ash-Shama'il 405) (Sahih al-Bukhari 3094). The
hasan narration No. 402 relates the same event (ash-Shama'il 402).

This story teaches the trustworthiness of leaders: Abu Bakr and ‘Umar did not take that property for
themselves, but managed it as the Messenger of Allah & had — for his family and the good of the

Ummah. It also teaches the etiquette of disagreement: returning to the words of the Messenger of
Allahi&2 and accepting them with contentment.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

NEITHER DINAR NOR DIRHAM

‘Aishah L M 2 summed up his material inheritance in one sentence:

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 406
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TRANSLATION:
‘Nishah L &l o2, said: “The Messenger of Allah ¢ left neither a dinar, nor a dirham, nor a sheep,

nor a camel.” (Zirr said:) And | am unsure whether she mentioned a male or female slave.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from ‘Asim ibn Bahdalah, from Zirr ibn Hubaysh, from ‘A’ishah, Mother of

the Believers L I @2

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 406; also Sahih
Muslim No. 1635.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. Also narrated by Imam
Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:406

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

If he left no dinar or dirham, what was his true inheritance? He answered it himself: “The scholars are
the heirs of the prophets. The prophets did not leave dinars or dirhams as inheritance; they left
knowledge. So whoever takes it has taken an abundant share” (Sunan Abi Dawud 3641).

This is the inheritance that reaches us today: the Qur’an and the Sunnah, including the book ash-
Shama'il that we studied in these six parts. Every time we read a hadith, practise it and teach it, we are

taking a share of the inheritance of the Messenger of Allahi&z,

This hadith also teaches us not to worry too much about the wealth we will leave our children. More
important is passing on faith, character and knowledge to them. Wealth runs out, but the reward of
beneficial knowledge keeps flowing.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAPTER 56: SEEING HIM IN A DREAM

The fifty-sixth chapter, the last of ash-Shama'il, is titled “Seeing the Messenger of Allah*z in a Dream”.

It contains eleven narrations: eight sahih, one hasan and two notes about narrators. There is no weak
narration in this chapter.

HADITH — AL-SYAMA’IL AL-MUHAMMADIYYAH, No. 407
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TRANSLATION:
‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud <= 4l 2 reported that the Prophet L& said: “Whoever sees me in a dream has

truly seen me, for Satan cannot take my likeness.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi: from Muhammad ibn Bashshar, from ‘Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Mahdi, from Sufyan ath-Thawri, from Abu Ishag as-Sabi'i, from Abu al-Ahwas, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam at-Tirmidhi in ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah, Hadith No. 407; also Jami’
at-Tirmidhi No. 2276.

GRADE: SAHIH — graded by Shaykh Zubayr ‘Ali Za'i in his edition of ash-Shama'il. A similar meaning is
narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim.

Source: https://sunnah.com/shamail:407

LESSONS FROM THIS HADITH

This hadith is narrated by many Companions: Abu Hurayrah (ash-Shama'il 408) (Sahih al-Bukhari 110),
Tariq ibn Ashyam al-Ashja‘i (ash-Shama'il 409), Abu Qatadah (ash-Shama'’il 414) (Sahih al-Bukhari 6996)
and Anas (ash-Shama'il 415) (Sahih al-Bukhari 6994). All carry the same meaning: Satan cannot take

the likeness of the Messenger of Allah*z, so a dream of seeing him is a true dream.

Scholars explain that such a dream is true if what is seen matches his features as narrated in authentic
hadiths — the very features we studied in the books of ash-Shama'il. So knowledge of his appearance
helps a person recognise the dream.

Yet scholars also stress that dreams are not a source of law. Whatever is heard in a dream cannot add
to or change the Shari‘ah, which is already complete. Seeing him in a dream is glad tidings, not new
revelation.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

Kulayb, the father of ‘Asim, heard this hadith from Abu Hurayrah << & o2 then told Ibn ‘Abbas of his

own dream, mentioning that the figure resembled al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali. Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Indeed, al-Hasan
resembled him” (ash-Shama'il 411) — sahih chain. Ibn ‘Abbas tested the dream against the features of

the Prophet € that he knew.
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THE DREAM OF YAZID AL-FARISI

The most detailed story in this chapter is the dream of Yazid al-Farisi, a scribe of the Mushaf. He dreamt
of the Messenger of Allah £ in the time of lbn ‘Abbas and told him. lon ‘Abbas said: “The Messenger of

Allah £ used to say: Satan cannot take my likeness; so whoever sees me in sleep has truly seen me.

Can you describe the man you saw?” (ash-Shama'il 412) — hasan chain.

Yazid described a man of medium build, of light brown complexion, with kohl-dark eyes, a beautiful smile
and handsome features, his beard filling his face from here to here and covering the top of his chest. Ibn
‘Abbas said: “Had you seen him while awake, you could not have described him better than this”
(ash-Shama'il 412).

NoTE: Two NOTES ABOUT NARRATORS (ASH-SHAMA'IL 410, 413)
Narration No. 410 is the statement of Khalaf ibn Khalifah that he saw ‘Amr ibn Hurayth, a Companion of the
Prophet &€, when he was a little boy. Narration No. 413 is the statement of ‘Awf al-A'rabi that he was older

than Qatadah. Neither is a hadith about the Messenger of Allah i&; they are Imam at-Tirmidhi's notes
clarifying the standing of narrators in the chains. So they are not graded.

REFERENCES:
ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah No. 410, 413. https://sunnah.com/shamail:410

Notice how |bn ‘Abbas did not simply accept the dream, but asked about the features seen. This is the
scholarly attitude of the Companions: they tested everything against what was established from him. And
notice how ash-Shama’il becomes the measure — Yazid's description matched what we learned in the
first book.
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THIS KNOWLEDGE IS RELIGION

Imam at-Tirmidhi closes ash-Shama'il with two very meaningful sayings of the scholars. First, ‘Abdullah
ibn al-Mubarak said: “If you are tested with the office of judge, then hold to the athar (the
narrations)” (ash-Shama'il 416) — sahih chain.

Second, Muhammad ibn Sirin, a great Successor of Basra, said: “This knowledge (of hadith) is religion,
so look carefully at whom you take your religion from” (ash-Shama'il 417) — sahih chain. Imam
Muslim also quoted these words in the introduction to his Sahih.

Why does a book on the qualities of the Messenger of Allah &€ close with words about care in accepting

narrations? Because every description of him is only meaningful if it is truly established. That is why,
in all six parts, every hadith has its grade and chain stated, and weak narrations are set apart in Note
boxes.

In the age of social media, Ibn Sirin’s words matter more than ever. Many “hadiths” spread without
sources. Before sharing, check the source and the grade. Loving the Messenger of Allah £ includes

guarding the truth of what is attributed to him, for he said: “Whoever deliberately lies about me, let him
take his seat in the Fire” (Sahih al-Bukhari 110).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

SENDING BLESSINGS UPON HIM

Having come to know him through six parts, the most fitting response is to send blessings upon him,
as Allah commands:

SURAH AL-AHzAB 33:56
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Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have
believed, ask [Allah to confer] blessing upon him and ask [Allah to grant him] peace.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/33:56

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah tells His servants of the rank of His Prophet with Him in the highest heaven:
Allah praises him before the angels, and the angels send blessings upon him. Then Allah commands the
people of the earth to also send blessings and peace Tafsir |bn Kathir 33:56.

The reward of sending blessings is very great. He said: “Whoever sends blessings upon me once,
Allah sends blessings upon him ten times” (Sahih Muslim 408). The Companions asked how to send
blessings, and he taught them the Ibrahimi blessing: “Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala ali
Muhammad, kama sallayta ‘ala Ibrahim wa ‘ala ali lbrahim, innaka Hamidun Majid...” (Sahih al-Bukhari
3370).

Love for him is also part of faith. He said: “None of you truly believes until | am more beloved to him
than his father, his child and all people” (Sahih al-Bukhari 15). Blessings recited with a heart that
knows him are the most beautiful expression of love.

Make sending blessings part of the daily routine: after prayer, on Fridays, whenever his name is
mentioned, and when the heart feels tight. May our blessings be a reason for us to be close to him on
the Day of Resurrection.
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

SiX PARTS, ONE PORTRAIT

With this part, our journey through all 56 chapters of ash-Shama'il al-Muhammadiyyah is complete. The
table below summarises the six parts of this book:

PART CONTENTS

Ch. 1-7: appearance, seal of prophethood, hair, grey

Part 1: None More Beautiful hairs, dye, kohl

Ch. 8-22: clothing, khuffs, sandals, ring, sword,

Part 2: The Garment He Loved Most : -
armour, turban, walking and sitting

Ch. 23-31: eating, bread, condiments, words at

Part 3: What an Excellent Condiment L
meals, fruit, drinks

Ch. 32-40: perfume, speech, laughter, joking, poetry,

Part 4: His Laughter Was a Smile .
sleep, worship

Ch. 41-49: Duha, fasting, recitation, weeping,

Part 5: He Never Said No humility, character, modesty

Ch. 50-56: cupping, names, livelihood, age, passing,

Part 6: Like a Page of the Mushaf o
inheritance, dreams

Seen together, these six parts form one complete portrait: his appearance (Part 1), his attire (Part 2),
his table (Part 3), his company (Part 4), his worship and character (Part 5), and the end of his life and his
legacy (Part 6). Imam at-Tirmidhi arranged it so that the reader feels as if living alongside him from
morning to night, from outward to inward.

The purpose of knowing him is not merely more information, but that we follow him, as Allah says: “There
has certainly been for you in the Messenger of Allah an excellent pattern” (Al-Ahzab 33:21). We never
saw him, but through ash-Shama'il we can know him as if we had seen him.

May Allah accept this small effort, forgive its shortcomings, and make these six parts a bridge of love
between the reader and the Messenger of Allah £€. And may we be gathered with him at the Pool of al-

Kawthar, drinking from his noble hand, a drink after which we will never thirst again (Sahih al-Bukhari
6579).
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

LESSONS AND CONCLUSION

Here is a summary of the lessons from chapters 50 to 56 of ash-Shama'il:

CHAPTER MAIN LESSON

Treatment does not contradict reliance on Allah; pay

50. Cupping workers fairly

51 His names Prophet of mercy, prophet of repentance, seal of the
prophets

52 Livelihood A month without a cooking fire; gratitude for blessings
we will be asked about

53. Age Died at 63; sent at 40

54. Passing Alface like a page of the Mushaf; choosing the
Highest Companion

55. Inheritance No dinar or dirham; his inheritance is knowledge
Satan cannot take his likeness; this knowledge is

56. Dreams L
religion

A MESSAGE FOR Us

The Messenger of Allah £ has died, but his teaching lives on. We cannot sit with him in the Prophet's

Mosque, but we can sit with his hadiths, practise his Sunnah at home, and send many blessings upon
him. Choose one practice from this book and keep it up, even if small.

With this, the book The Shama’il of the Prophetilz: As Though We Beheld Him is complete. All that

is right is from Allah, and every mistake is from the author. May Allah forgive us, our parents and the
whole Ummah of the Prophet Muhammad £&. And Allah knows best.
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APPENDIX: A CHECKLIST FOR FOLLOWING HIm

Here is a summary of the practices from this book, with their sources. This list can be printed and used

as a guide for oneself and one’s family.

PRACTICE SOURCE

Seeking permitted treatment while relying on Allah
Paying workers fairly

Being grateful for every blessing of food

Living simply and not wasting

Guarding the prayer and being kind to those in our
care

Saying La ilaha illallah often

Praying for ease in the agonies of death
Visiting the sick and being patient in iliness
Being patient and not wailing at a death
Giving charity and endowing property
Seeking and passing on knowledge
Checking sources before sharing a hadith
Sending blessings upon him every day

Loving him above all else

Sahih al-Bukhari 5678
Sahih al-Bukhari 2103
Sahih Muslim 2038

Sahih al-Bukhari 6460

Sunan Abi Dawud 5156

Sunan Abi Dawud 3116
Jami' at-Tirmidhi 978
Sahih al-Bukhari 5648
Sahih al-Bukhari 1303
Sahih al-Bukhari 2739
Sunan Abi Dawud 3641
Sahih al-Bukhari 110
Sahih Muslim 408
Sahih al-Bukhari 15

Begin with the easiest practice, such as sending blessings ten times after each prayer. Once it becomes
a habit, add the next. The deeds most beloved to Allah are those done continually, even if little.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

The Arabic terms below appear throughout this book. Knowing them makes it easier to follow the
narrations and the explanations of the scholars, and to continue studying ash-Shama'il in its

commentaries.

L

Hijamah
Sa’
al-Mahi

al-Hashir

al-‘Aqib
al-Muqaffi
Khatam an-Nabiyyin

Sakarat al-Mawt
ar-Rafiq al-A'la

Mushaf
Siwak
Bay‘ah
Sadagah

Athar

Salawat

Sahih / Hasan / Da'if

Cupping: drawing blood through cups placed on the
skin

A measure of volume, about four double handfuls
The Eraser: through whom Allah erases disbelief

The Gatherer: people are gathered after him on the
Day of Resurrection

The Last: after whom there is no prophet
The one who followed the earlier prophets
The Seal of the Prophets

The agonies of death

The Highest Companion, chosen by the Prophet &g
at his death

A written copy of the Quran
A tooth-stick used to clean the teeth
A pledge of allegiance

Charity

Narrations from the Prophet £ and the early
Muslims

Sending blessings upon the Prophet &g

Grades of a chain; authentic, good, weak

Many of these words describe the end of a life lived for Allah: patience in iliness, contentment at death, a
legacy of knowledge rather than wealth, and an Ummah that keeps sending blessings upon its Prophet.
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS

This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website guranscience.my and publishing further eBooks —
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqgah jariyah).

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261
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oo sl 5 L4 a5 welle uﬁu A G BB 50 8
R T (e %
u&-?;)‘ﬁj’”) J‘\-"J‘)P

Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But
whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2588
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Hurayrah «¢ &) s, harrated that the Messenger of Allah $&said: “Charity does not decrease wealth.

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.”
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THE SHAMA'IL OF THE PROPHET AS THOUGH WE BEHELD Him

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah ¢ & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility,
Hadith No. 2588.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 1631
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & &2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah % said: “When a person dies, his deeds

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child
who prays for him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa'id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & P -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim: 1631

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA
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