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Hadith 

 

 ْ �ذَۡ�اَ ٱ�َّ�ِ�نَ ظَ�َ�وُا وٓءِ وأَ� ��يَنۡاَ ٱ�َّ�ِ�نَ �َۡ��وَنَۡ عنَِ ٱلسُّ ٓۦ أ� ِ ا �َ�وُاْ ماَ ذُ�ِّ�وُاْ بهِ َّ  فَ�َ�

ۭ  بعِذَاَبِۭ  �ِ�اَ كَ�نوُاْ يفَۡسقُوُنَ بَ�يِسِ  
“And when they forgot that by which they had been reminded, We saved those who had forbidden evil and seized 

those who wronged, with a wretched punishment, because they were defiantly disobeying.” 

SURAH AL-A‘RAF 7:165 
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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK 
The cover of this eBook does not depict any human being or animal. It shows the scenery of a calm bay 
by the sea, with old houses along the shore and clear sea water, at sunrise. 

The scene is taken from the words of Allah: “And ask them about the town that was by the sea” 
(7:163). The Qur’an does not name the town, so the cover does not depict any actual town. 

The cover does not depict the people of the town, the fish or the apes. The dark blue band at the bottom, 
framed by fine gold lines, is where the author’s name appears. 
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A TOWN BY THE SEA 
The Children of Israel were commanded to honour the Sabbath (Saturday) and not to work on it. In a 
town by the sea, Allah tested them with fish that surfaced only on the Sabbath. Some broke the command 
with a trick, some gave advice, and some stayed silent. 

This story is not merely the history of the Children of Israel. It is a mirror for every society: how a trick can 
make the forbidden lawful, and how advising can become a cause of salvation. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:163 

 
Figure 1: The flow of the story of the town by the sea according to Surah Al-A‘raf 7:163–166. 

Note: The translation of the Qur’anic verses in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadith is stated in the 
Hadith box, with a link to sunnah.com. 
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FISH ON THE SABBATH 

SURAH AL-A‘RAF 7:163 

بۡتِ إِذۡ  ةَ ٱۡ�َحۡرِ إِذۡ َ�عۡدُونَ ِ� ٱلسَّ وَسۡـَٔلۡهُمۡ عَنِ ٱلقَۡرَۡ�ةِ ٱلَِّ� َ�نتَۡ حَاِ�َ
�يِهِمۡۚ كََ�لٰكَِ  

ۡٔ �يِهِمۡ حِيتَاُ�هُمۡ يوَۡمَ سَبۡتهِِمۡ ُ�ًَّ� وََ�وۡمَ َ� �سَۡبتُِونَ َ� تاَ
ۡٔ تاَ

 ١٦٣َ�بۡلُوهُم بمَِا َ�نوُاْ َ�فۡسُقُونَ 
And ask them about the town that was by the sea - when they transgressed in [the matter of] the sabbath - 
when their fish came to them openly on their sabbath day, and the day they had no sabbath they did not 

come to them. Thus did We give them trial because they were defiantly disobedient. 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/7:163 

 

COMMENTARY ON VERSE 7:163 — A TEST THAT APPEALS TO DESIRE 
First: A history known to the People of the Book. “And ask them about the town that was by the 
sea”. Allah commanded the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم to ask the Jews about a story they themselves knew. 

Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:163 

Second: A precise test. “when their fish came to them openly on their sabbath day, and the day 
they had no sabbath they did not come to them”. The test came in what tempted them most, at the 
very time it was forbidden. 

Third: The reason for the test. “Thus did We give them trial because they were defiantly 
disobedient”. Persistent disobedience invites heavier trials. 

  

https://quran.com/7:163?translations=20
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/7/163
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TRICKS TO MAKE THE FORBIDDEN LAWFUL 

HOW DID THEY TRANSGRESS? 
First: The trick mentioned by the commentators. Ibn Kathir and other commentators mention that they 
set nets or dug pools on Friday, let the fish be trapped on the Sabbath, then took them on Sunday — as 
if they had not worked on the Sabbath. The Qur’an itself only states that they transgressed (ya‘dun) in 
the matter of the Sabbath. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:163 

Second: A trick does not change reality. Changing the outward form of an act does not make the 
forbidden lawful. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم mentioned a similar trick: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 2223 

ثنَاَ   ُ�يَدْيُِّ �دََّ ثنَاَ  اْ�� ثنَاَ  سُفْياَنُ ، �دََّ �ْ�َ�َ�يِ  �َ�رْوُ �نُْ ديِناَرٍ، �دََّ هُ �مَـِـعَ  طَاوسٌُ ، قاَلَ أ� َّ ن ، أ�

اسٍ  َّ َلغََ    ا�نَْ عبَ َ ـ ر�� ا��� ع��ما ـ يقَوُلُ ب �ُ فُ��َ�اً،    �ُ�رَ َّ نَّ فُ��َ�اً �اَعَ �َ�رْاً فقَاَلَ قاَتلََ ا�� أ�

حُومُ  �ُ الْ�َ�وُدَ، �ُ�مِّتَْ �لََْ��مُِ الشُّ َّ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� قاَلَ « قاَتلََ ا�� َّ نَّ رسَُولَ ا�� �َْ� يعَْ�َْ� أ� أ�

 �َ�مََ�ُ�هاَ فبَاَعوُهاَ ». 

TRANSLATION: 
Ibn ‘Abbas ��ع��ما ا��� ر  said: News reached ‘Umar that a certain man had sold wine. ‘Umar said: May Allah 

destroy so-and-so! Does he not know that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “May Allah destroy the Jews; 

the fat (of animals) was forbidden to them, so they melted it and sold it.” 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from al-Humaidi, from Sufyan ibn ‘Uyainah, from ‘Amr 
ibn Dinar, from Tawus ibn Kaisan, from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, from ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ر�� ا��� عنه. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Sales, chapter: the fat of dead animals 
is not to be melted and sold, Hadith No. 2223. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 1582). 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2223 

 
  

https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/7/163
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4698
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6123
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4002
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4883
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5913
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4698
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3443
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6123
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6123
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4002
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4883
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5913
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2223
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THREE GROUPS 

SURAH AL-A‘RAF 7:164 

ُ�هُمۡ عَذَاباً شَدِيدً�ۖ  وۡ مُعَذِّ
َٔ ُ مُهۡلكُِهُمۡ ا ةٌ مِّنۡهُمۡ لمَِ تعَظُِونَ قَوۡمًا ٱ�َّ مَّ

ُٔ وَإِذۡ قَالَتۡ ا
 ١٦٤قاَلوُاْ مَعۡذِرَةً إَِ�ٰ رَّ�ُِ�مۡ وَلَعَلَّهُمۡ َ�تَّقُونَ 

And when a community among them said, "Why do you advise [or warn] a people whom Allah is [about] to 
destroy or to punish with a severe punishment?" they [the advisors] said, "To be absolved before your Lord 

and perhaps they may fear Him." 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/7:164 

 

COMMENTARY ON VERSE 7:164 — WHY KEEP ADVISING? 
First: The group that despaired. “Why do you advise [or warn] a people whom Allah is [about] to 
destroy or to punish with a severe punishment?” They did not transgress, but they considered advice 
to be useless. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:164 

Second: The answer of the advisors. “To be absolved before your Lord and perhaps they may fear 
Him”. Two aims: to be free of responsibility before Allah, and the hope that they would return. 

Third: Three groups in every society. Those who transgress, those who stay silent, and those who 
advise. This story asks us: in which group do we stand? 

  

https://quran.com/7:164?translations=20
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/7/164
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THOSE WHO FORBADE WERE SAVED 

SURAH AL-A‘RAF 7:165 

ِينَ  خَذۡناَ ٱ�َّ
َٔ وءِٓ وَا ِينَ َ�نۡهَوۡنَ عَنِ ٱلسُّ �َيۡنَا ٱ�َّ

َٔ ا �سَُواْ مَا ذُكّرُِواْ بهِۦِٓ ا فَلَمَّ
ۭ  بعِذَاَبِۭ ظَلَمُواْ   ١٦٥بمَِا َ�نوُاْ َ�فۡسُقُونَ  بَ�يِسِ

And when they forgot that by which they had been reminded, We saved those who had forbidden evil and 
seized those who wronged, with a wretched punishment, because they were defiantly disobeying. 

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/7:165 

 

COMMENTARY ON VERSE 7:165 — SAVED FOR FORBIDDING EVIL 
First: The reminder forgotten. “And when they forgot that by which they had been reminded”. 

Second: Who was saved. “We saved those who had forbidden evil and seized those who wronged, 
with a wretched punishment”. Those clearly mentioned as saved are those who had forbidden evil. 
Tafsir Ibn Kathir 7:165 

Third: The parable of the ship. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم explained why forbidding evil saves the 

whole society: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 2493 

ثنَاَ  بوُ نعَُ�ْ�ٍ �دََّ ثنَاَ أ� ُ ، �دََّ اء َّ� ِ عمْاَنَ �نَْ �َِ���ٍ ، يقَوُلُ �مَعِتُْ �اَ�ِ�ًا، قاَلَ �مَعِتُْ زَ�َ� ُّ ـ ر��    الن

�ِ واَلوْاَقـِـعِ فِ��اَ   َّ �يِِّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� قاَلَ « مثَلَُ القْاَِ�ِ� �َ�َ� �دُوُدِ ا�� َّ ا��� ع��ما ـ عنَِ الن

سْفلَهَاَ، فكََ�نَ ا�َّ�ِ�نَ �يِ  �ْ��هَاَ وَبعَْ�ُ�مُْ أ� صَابَ بعَْ�ُ�مُْ أ� �َ�ثَلَِ قوَمٍْ اسْ�َ�مَوُا �َ�َ� سَفيِنةٍَ، فَ��

 ِ سْفلَ َ أ� ا �َ�قَنْاَ �يِ نصَِيبنِاَ �َْ�قاً، وَ� َّ � وا �َ�َ� منَْ فوَقْهَمُْ فقَاَلوُا لوَْ أ� ذاَ اسْتقَوَاْ منَِ ا�ْ�اَءِ �َّ�ُ ْ�  هاَ إ�

�ْ�ِ��مِْ َ��وَاْ وَ�َ  �ذَوُا �َ�َ� أ� نْ أ� راَدوُا هلَـكَوُا �َ�يِعاً، وَ�� نْ يَ�ْ�كُُوهمُْ ومَاَ أ� ا  �وَْ نؤُذِْ منَْ فوَقْنَاَ. فإَ�

 �َ�يِعاً ». 

TRANSLATION: 
An-Nu‘man ibn Bashir ��ع��ما ا��� ر  narrated that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “The example of the one who abides 

by the limits of Allah and the one who violates them is like people who drew lots for places on a ship. 
Some of them got the upper deck and some the lower. When those below needed water, they had to 
pass by those above. So they said: If we make a hole in our share of the ship, we will not trouble those 

https://quran.com/7:165?translations=20
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/7/165
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1548
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3010
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4099
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1733
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above us. If they are left to do what they want, they will all perish. But if they hold them back, they will 
be saved, and all of them will be saved.” 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Abu Nu‘aim al-Fadl ibn Dukain, from Zakariyya ibn 
Abi Za’idah, from ‘Amir ash-Sha‘bi, from an-Nu‘man ibn Bashir ر�� ا��� ع��ما. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Partnership, chapter: may lots be 
drawn in dividing?, Hadith No. 2493. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2493 

 
  

https://sunnah.com/narrator/1548
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3010
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3010
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https://sunnah.com/bukhari:2493
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“BE APES, DESPISED” 

SURAH AL-A‘RAF 7:166 

ا ُ�هُواْ َ�نۡهُ قُلۡنَا لهَُمۡ كُونوُاْ قرَِدَةً َ�سِٰـَِٔ�  ا َ�تَوۡاْ عَن مَّ  ١٦٦فَلَمَّ
So when they were insolent about that which they had been forbidden, We said to them, "Be apes, 

despised." 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/7:166 

 

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:66 

 ٦٦فَجَعَلَۡ�هَٰا نََ�ًٰ� لمَِّا بَۡ�َ يدََۡ�هَا وَمَا خَلفَۡهَا وَمَوعِۡظَةً لّلِۡمُتَّقَِ� 
And We made it a deterrent punishment for those who were present and those who succeeded [them] and a 

lesson for those who fear Allah. 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:66 

 

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 7:166 AND 2:65–66 — A PUNISHMENT THAT BECAME A LESSON 
First: Insolence after the prohibition. “So when they were insolent about that which they had been 
forbidden”, Allah said to them: “Be apes, despised”. 

Second: A lesson for every generation. “And We made it a deterrent punishment for those who 
were present and those who succeeded [them] and a lesson for those who fear Allah”. Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir 2:65 

Third: Today’s apes are not their descendants. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم explained that the 

transformed people left no offspring: 

HADITH — SAHIH MUSLIM, NO. 2663 

ثنَاَ   َ �دََّ �يِ شَيبْةَ �نُْ أ� بوُ بَ�ْ�ِ  يَبٍْ ، وَ أ� بوُ �ُ� �يِ بَ�ْ�ٍ    -   أ� فْظُ ��� َّ ثنَاَ    - واَلل ، عنَْ وكَِيعٌ قاَ��َ �دََّ

�ِ اليْشَْ�ُ�يِِّ ، عنَِ  �لَقْمَةََ �نِْ �َْ��َ�ٍ، عنَْ  مسِْعرٍَ َّ َ�ٍْ�، عنَِ  ا�ْ�غُِ��ةَِ �نِْ عبَدِْ ا�� ، ا�ْ�عَرْوُرِ �نِْ سُو

�ِ عنَْ   َّ مْتعِْ�يِ �ِ�وَِْ�ي  عبَدِْ ا�� همَُّ أ� َّ �يِِّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� الل َّ ، قاَلَ قاَلتَْ أُمُّ حَبيِبةََ زوَْجُ الن

�يُِّ ص��  َّ يةََ. قاَلَ فقَاَلَ الن ِ�ي معُاَوِ �يِ سُفْياَنَ وَ�أِ� �يِ أ� �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� وَ�أِ� َّ رسَُولِ ا��

��  َ� َّ ا�� لتِْ  سَأ� قدَْ   » �ليه وس��  لنَْ  ا���  مقَْسوُمةٍَ  رْزاَقٍ  وأَ� معَدْوُدةٍَ  امٍ  َّ� وأَ� بةٍَ  مَ�ْ�وُ �اَلٍ 

https://quran.com/7:166?translations=20
https://quran.com/2:66?translations=20
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/2/65
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/2/65
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5049
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6852
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8160
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7433
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5716
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1670
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7612
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5079
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نْ يعُيِذكَِ منِْ �ذَاَ �َ أ� َّ لتِْ ا�� وْ يؤَُّ�ِ�َ شَيئْاً عنَْ ِ��ِّ�ِ ولَوَْ كُنتِْ سَأ� بٍ يعَُ�ِّلَ شَيئْاً قبَلَْ ِ��ِّ�ِ أ�

فضَْلَ ». قاَلَ وذَُ�ِ�تَْ عنِدْهَُ القْرِدَةَُ قاَلَ مسِْعرٌَ   وْ �ذَاَبٍ �يِ القَْ�ْ�ِ كَ�نَ �َ�ْ�اً وأَ� ارِ أ� َّ �يِ الن

ِ�سَْخٍ �َْ���ً وَ��َ عقَبِاً وقَدَْ كَ�نتَِ  وأَُراَ �َ �َْ� َ��عْلَْ � َّ نَّ ا�� ��ُ منِْ مسَْخٍ فقَاَلَ « إ� َناَزِ هُ قاَلَ واَْ��

��ُ قبَلَْ ذلََِ� ». َناَزِ  القْرِدَةَُ واَْ��

TRANSLATION: 
‘Abdullah (ibn Mas‘ud) ��عنه ا��� ر  said: Umm Habibah, the wife of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, supplicated: O Allah, let 

me enjoy (long life) with my husband the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, my father Abu Sufyan and my brother 

Mu‘awiyah. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “You have asked Allah about durations already fixed, days already 

numbered and provisions already allotted… Had you asked Allah to protect you from the punishment 
of the Fire or the punishment of the grave, it would have been better.” Then apes and swine were 
mentioned in his presence (whether they descended from the people who were transformed). He said: “Allah 
did not give the transformed people any offspring or progeny. Apes and swine existed before that.” 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shaibah and Abu Kuraib, from Waki‘ 
ibn al-Jarrah, from Mis‘ar ibn Kidam, from ‘Alqamah ibn Marthad, from al-Mughirah ibn ‘Abdillah al-Yashkuri, 
from al-Ma‘rur ibn Suwaid, from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud ر�� ا��� عنه. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Destiny, chapter: lifespans and provisions 
neither increase nor decrease from what has been decreed, Hadith No. 2663. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim, the second most authentic book of Hadith after Sahih al-
Bukhari. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2663b 

 
  

https://sunnah.com/narrator/5049
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6852
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8160
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8160
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7433
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5716
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1670
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7612
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5079
https://sunnah.com/muslim:2663b


 

© 2026 CE / 1448 AH All Rights Reserved Hj Che Alim Hj Che Haron — Free for Muslims | Page: 14 / 21 

STORIES FROM THE QUR'AN A TOWN BY THE SEA 

A WARNING FOR THIS UMMAH 

SURAH AL-MA’IDAH 5:78 

ٰ لسَِانِ دَاوۥُدَ وعَِيَ� ٱبنِۡ مَرَۡ�مَۚ  ِينَ َ�فَرُواْ مِنۢ بَِ�ٓ إِۡ�َٰٓءِيلَ َ�َ لُعنَِ ٱ�َّ
َ�نوُاْ َ�عۡتَدُونَ   ٧٨َ�لٰكَِ بمَِا عَصَواْ وَّ

Cursed were those who disbelieved among the Children of Israel by the tongue of David and of Jesus, the 
son of Mary. That was because they disobeyed and [habitually] transgressed. 

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/5:78 

 

SURAH AL-MA’IDAH 5:79 

نكَرٍ َ�عَلوُهُۚ َ�يِسَٔۡ مَا َ�نوُاْ َ�فۡعَلُونَ   ٧٩َ�نوُاْ َ� يتََنَاهَوۡنَ عَن مُّ
They used not to prevent one another from wrongdoing that they did. How wretched was that which they 

were doing? 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/5:79 

 

COMMENTARY ON VERSES 5:78–79 — WHEN A SOCIETY STOPS FORBIDDING 
First: The cause of the curse. “They used not to prevent one another from wrongdoing that they 
did”. Their greatest sin was not only committing sins, but ceasing to forbid one another. Tafsir Ibn 
Kathir 5:79 

Second: We will follow in their footsteps. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم warned that this Ummah would 

follow the ways of earlier nations: 

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 7320 

ثنَاَ   ��ِ �دََّ دُ �نُْ عبَدِْ العْزَِ َّ ثنَاَ  �ُ�َ� نعْاَ�يُِّ ، �دََّ بوُ �ُ�رََ الصَّ َ�نَِ ـ عنَْ    أ� َ ـ منَِ ا�ْ� سْ�َ� َ�ْ�ِ �نِْ أ� ، عنَْ ز

�يِ سَعيِدٍ اْ��دُْريِِّ ، عنَْ  عطَاَءِ �نِْ �َ�اَرٍ �يِِّ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� قاَلَ « لتَتَبْعَنَُّ سَننََ  أ� َّ ، عنَِ الن

ُلنْاَ �اَ   ى لوَْ دَ�َ�ُ�ا جُحرَْ ضَبٍّ تبَعِتْمُوُهمُْ ». ق َّ منَْ كَ�نَ قبَلْـَ�ُْ� شِ�ْ�اً شِ�ْ�اً وذَرِاَ�اً �ِ�رِاَعٍ، حَ�

صَارىَ قاَلَ « �َ�نَْ ». َّ �ِ الْ�َ�وُدُ واَلن َّ  رسَُولَ ا��

TRANSLATION: 

https://quran.com/5:78?translations=20
https://quran.com/5:79?translations=20
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/5/79
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/5/79
https://sunnah.com/narrator/7081
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2450
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3122
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5640
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3260
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Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri ��عنه ا��� ر  narrated that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “You will surely follow the ways of 

those before you, span by span and cubit by cubit, so that even if they entered a lizard’s hole, you 
would follow them.” We said: O Messenger of Allah, (do you mean) the Jews and the Christians? He said: 
“Who else?” 

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, from Abu ‘Umar as-
San‘ani, from Zaid ibn Aslam, from ‘Ata’ ibn Yasar, from Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri ر�� ا��� عنه. 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Holding Fast to the Qur’an and 
Sunnah, chapter: the saying of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم “You will surely follow the ways of those before you”, Hadith 
No. 7320. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 2669). 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by 
consensus of the Hadith scholars. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:7320 

 
Third: So be on guard. This warning is not a reason to despair, but so that we recognise that path and 
keep away from it. 

  

https://sunnah.com/narrator/7081
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2450
https://sunnah.com/narrator/2450
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3122
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5640
https://sunnah.com/narrator/3260
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:7320
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WHAT THE QUR’AN DOES NOT TELL 
The Qur’an mentions “the town that was by the sea” without a name or an era. Guided by Sahih al-Bukhari 
4485 (Series 1), we add no outside details. 

POPULAR STORIES AND WHAT REVELATION STATES 

THE POPULAR STORY WHAT THE QUR’AN AND AUTHENTIC HADITH STATE 

The town was Aylah (today’s Aqaba/Eilat). 
The Qur’an does not name it. This view comes from 
some of the Salaf and commentators, without an 
authentic marfu‘ Hadith. 

The number of its inhabitants and of each group. Not mentioned in the Qur’an or authentic Hadith. 

They lived as apes for three days, then died. 
Authentic Hadith only states that the transformed 
people left no offspring (Sahih Muslim 2663). How 
long they lived is not established. 

The fate of those who stayed silent. 
The Qur’an only states that those who forbade evil 
were saved (7:165). The fate of the silent group is a 
matter of scholarly difference. 

 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: AILA (AQABA) AT THE HEAD OF THE RED SEA 
Excavations of the Roman Aqaba Project uncovered the port city of Aila at the northern tip of the Gulf of 
Aqaba, which flourished from the first century BC until the Islamic conquest, before the Islamic town of 
Ayla was built beside it (Parker, 1997). The layers at the site record seven earthquakes from the 2nd century 
AD onwards (Thomas et al., 2007). 

Claim not included. The claim that Aila is the town mentioned in Surah Al-A‘raf is not included — no 
archaeological evidence links any layer at the site to this story, and the Qur’an does not name the town. 

REFERENCES: 
Parker, S. T. (1997). Preliminary Report on the 1994 Season of the Roman Aqaba Project. Bulletin of the American 
Schools of Oriental Research, 305. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/1357744 
Thomas, R. I., et al. (2007). Structural Damage from Earthquakes in the Second–Ninth Centuries at the Archaeological 
Site of Aila in Aqaba, Jordan. BASOR, 346. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1086/basor25067010 

 

DO NOT STAY SILENT 
The story of the town by the sea is the story of three groups: the transgressors were destroyed, those 
who forbade evil were saved, and the fate of the silent is not mentioned. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/1357744
https://doi.org/10.1086/basor25067010
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Figure 2: The actions and outcome of each group, and their lessons according to authentic Hadith. 

LESSONS FROM THIS STORY 
First: Allah tests with what the soul desires. (7:163). 

Second: Persistent disobedience invites trials. (7:163). 

Third: A trick does not make the forbidden lawful. (Sahih al-Bukhari 2223). 

Fourth: Keep advising even when it seems futile. (7:164). 

Fifth: Those who forbid evil are saved. (7:165; Sahih al-Bukhari 2493). 

Sixth: Their punishment is a lesson for all generations. (2:66; Sahih Muslim 2663). 

Seventh: A society perishes when it stops forbidding evil. (5:78–79). 

Eighth: Beware of following the ways of earlier nations. (Sahih al-Bukhari 7320). 

CONCLUSION 
Every society has its own “Sabbath” — limits set by Allah and tested by temptation. This story teaches us 
one short phrase: do not stay silent. Advise with wisdom, for the ship of society is saved only when 
someone holds back the hand of the one who wants to pierce it. Amin. 

In sha Allah, the series Stories from the Qur’an will continue with the next story — with the same method: 
the Qur’an, authentic Hadith, and solid archaeological findings only. 

REFERENCES 

THE QUR’AN AND TAFSIR 
The Noble Qur’an, Uthmani text and the Sahih International translation. https://quran.com 
Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim. https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/7/163 
Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Qur’an. https://tafsir.app/tabari/7/163 
Al-Qurtubi, al-Jami‘ li Ahkam al-Qur’an. https://tafsir.app/qurtubi/7/165 

https://quran.com/
https://tafsir.app/ibn-katheer/7/163
https://tafsir.app/tabari/7/163
https://tafsir.app/qurtubi/7/165
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HADITH AND COMMENTARIES 
Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim — Arabic text, chains of narration and narrator pages. https://sunnah.com 
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Book of Sales; Book of Partnership; Book of Holding 
Fast); al-Nawawi, al-Minhaj Sharh Sahih Muslim (Book of Destiny). 

ADDITIONAL HADITH CITED IN THE TEXT 
Sahih al-Bukhari 4485 (neither believe nor disbelieve the People of the Book). https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4485 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY (ACADEMIC SOURCES) 
Parker, S. T. (1997). Preliminary Report on the 1994 Season of the Roman Aqaba Project. Bulletin of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research, 305. https://doi.org/10.2307/1357744 
Thomas, R. I., et al. (2007). Structural Damage from Earthquakes in the Second–Ninth Centuries at the 
Archaeological Site of Aila in Aqaba, Jordan. BASOR, 346. https://doi.org/10.1086/basor25067010 
  

https://sunnah.com/
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4485
https://doi.org/10.2307/1357744
https://doi.org/10.1086/basor25067010
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS 
This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome 
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website quranscience.my and publishing further eBooks — 
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqah jariyah). 

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261 

�بَتَتۡ سَبۡعَ سَنَابلَِ ِ�  
َٔ ِ كَمَثَلِ حَبَّةٍ ا مَۡ�لٰهَُمۡ ِ� سَبيِلِ ٱ�َّ

َٔ ِينَ ينُفقُِونَ ا ثَلُ ٱ�َّ مَّ
ُ َ�سِٰعٌ عَليِمٌ   ُ يَُ�عٰفُِ لمَِن �شََاءُٓۚ وَٱ�َّ ِ سُ�بُلةٍَ مِّايْةَُٔ حَبَّةٍ� وَٱ�َّ

ّ�ُ٢٦١ 
The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven 
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is 

all-Encompassing and Knowing. 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261 

 

SURAH SABA’ 34:39 

نفَقۡتُم مِّن 
َٔ ۚۥ وَمَآ ا قُلۡ إِنَّ رَّ�ِ يبَۡسُطُ ٱلرّزِۡقَ لمَِن �شََاءُٓ مِنۡ عِبَادهِۦِ وََ�قۡدِرُ َ�ُ

زقَِِ�  ءٍ َ�هُوَ ُ�ۡلفُِهُۖۥ وهَُوَ خَۡ�ُ ٱلرَّٰ ۡ�َ٣٩ 
Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But 

whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers." 
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39 

 

HADITH — SAHIH MUSLIM, NO. 2588 

ثنَاَ  ُّوبَ �دََّ ي ُ ، َ��يْىَ �نُْ أ� ثنَاَ  واَ�نُْ، حُجرٍْ، وقَتُيَبْةَ ْ�ماَعيِلُ، قاَلوُا �دََّ عنَِ  - وهَوَُ ا�نُْ جَعفْرٍَ -إ�

ِيهِ ، عنَْ  العَْ��ءَِ  ب َ ، عنَْ  أ� َ�ْ�ةَ �يِ هرُ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس�� قاَلَ « ماَ نقَصََتْ أ� َّ ، عنَْ رسَُولِ ا��

 ُ � َّ َّ رفَعَهَُ ا�� �� �ِ إ� َّ �دٌَ �ِ� ا ومَاَ توَاَضَعَ أ� َّ عِّ�ً �� �ُ عبَدْاً بعِفَْوٍ إ� َّ  ». صَدقَةٌَ منِْ ماَلٍ ومَاَ زاَدَ ا��

TRANSLATION: 
Abu Hurayrah ر�� ا��� عنه narrated that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلمsaid: “Charity does not decrease wealth. 

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of 
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.” 

https://quranscience.my/
https://quran.com/2:261?translations=20
https://quran.com/34:39?translations=20
https://sunnah.com/narrator/8212
https://sunnah.com/narrator/6460
https://sunnah.com/narrator/5757
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1012
https://sunnah.com/narrator/1526
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4521
https://sunnah.com/narrator/4396
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Hujr, 
from Isma‘il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu 
Hurayrah ر�� ا��� عنه . 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties 
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility, 
Hadith No. 2588. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588 

 

HADITH — SAHIH MUSLIM, NO. 1631 

ثنَاَ  ُّوبَ �دََّ ي ثنَاَ  واَ�نُْ حُجرٍْ - يعَْ�يِ ا�نَْ سَعيِدٍ -وقَتُيَبْةَُ، ، َ��يْىَ �نُْ أ� ْ�ماَعيِلُ، قاَلوُا �دََّ هوَُ  -إ�

ِيهِ ، عنَْ  العَْ��ءَِ عنَِ    -  ا�نُْ جَعفْرٍَ ب َ ، عنَْ  أ� َ�ْ�ةَ �يِ هرُ �ِ ص�� ا��� �ليه وس��  أ� َّ نَّ رسَُولَ ا�� ، أ�

 ُ وْ �ِ�ْ�ٍ ي يةٍَ أ� َّ منِْ صَدقَةٍَ �اَرِ �� َثةٍَ إ� َّ منِْ ثَ�� �� �ْ�اَنُ انقْطَعََ عنَهُْ �َ�َ�ُ�ُ إ� ذاَ ماَتَ ا��� نتْفَعَُ  قاَلَ « إ�

وْ وَ�َ�ٍ صَاِ��ٍ �َْ�عوُ �َ�ُ ».   بهِِ أ�

TRANSLATION: 
Abu Hurayrah ا��� عنه  said: “When a person dies, his deeds صلى الله عليه وسلم narrated that the Messenger of Allah ر�� 

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child 
who prays for him.” 
CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Hujr, 
from Isma‘il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu 
Hurayrah ر�� ا��� عنه . 

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the 
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631. 
GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim. 
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:1631 

 

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA 
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