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‘[Dhul-Qarnayn] said, "This is a mercy from my Lord; but when the promise of my Lord comes, He will make it
level, and ever is the promise of my Lord true.".”

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:98
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ABOUT THE COVER OF THIS EBOOK

The cover of this eBook does not depict any human being. It shows the scenery of two towering
mountains, with a solid metal wall closing the pass between them.

The scene is taken from the words of Allah: “when he reached [a pass] between two mountains”
(18:93) and “Bring me sheets of iron” (18:96). The Qur'an does not name the location of the wall, so
the cover does not depict any actual site.

The cover does not depict Dhul-Qarnayn, Gog and Magog or any figure. The dark blue band at the
bottom, framed by fine gold lines, is where the author’'s name appears.
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A MERCY FROM MY LORD

In Series 30, we saw a man who was given two gardens and said “I”. This series, the fourth and last story
in Surah Al-Kahf, takes us to one who was given authority on the earth — and said, “This is a mercy
from my Lord.”

Surah Al-Kahf gathers four trials: the trial of religion (the Companions of the Cave), the trial of wealth (the
owner of the two gardens), the trial of knowledge (Prophet Moses and al-Khidr) and the trial of power —
the story of Dhul-Qarnayn. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 18:83

( \ N Y [ )
2 3
Given authority Reached the Just: punishing Reached the
and a way to setting of the wrongdoer, honouring rising of
everything —>| the sun —>] the believer —>| the sun
18:84 18:86 18:87-88 18:90
. J \ J | J \ J
's \ [ \ [ N\ [ N
8 7 6
“This is Sheets of iron Refused payment: Between two mountains:
a mercy from and molten “Assist me a people complain of
my Lord"” <—| copper <—| with strength” |<—| Gog and Magog
18:98 18:96-97 18:95 18:93-94
\ J \ J \ J \ J

Figure 1: The flow of the story of Dhul-Qarnayn — from being given authority to “This is a mercy from my Lord”.

Note: The translation of the Quranic verses in this eBook is Sahih International. The grade of every Hadith is stated in the
Hadith box, with a link to sunnah.com.
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THEY ASK YOou ABOUT DHUL-QARNAYN

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:83
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And they ask you, [O Muhammad], about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say, "l will recite to you about him a report."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:83

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:84
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Indeed We established him upon the earth, and We gave him to everything a way.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:84

EXPLANATION OF VERSES 18:83-85 — A REPORT ABOUT HIM

First: An answer from revelation. “And they ask you, [0 Muhammad], about Dhul-Qarnayn”, and
Allah commanded: “Say, "I will recite to you about him a report”. Only “a report” — enough for the
lesson, not to satisfy curiosity. Tafsir [bn Kathir 18:83

Second: Authority from Allah. “Indeed We established him upon the earth, and We gave him to
everything a way”. His authority was not of his own making, but a gift from Allah.

Third: Using the means. “So he followed a way”. He was given a way, and he truly travelled it —
reliance on Allah does not mean abandoning effort.
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THE SETTING OF THE SUN

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:86
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Until, when he reached the setting of the sun, he found it [as if] setting in a spring of dark mud, and he found
near it a people. Allah said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, either you punish [them] or else adopt among them [a way of]
goodness."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:86

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:87
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He said, "As for one who wrongs, we will punish him. Then he will be returned to his Lord, and He will
punish him with a terrible punishment."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:87

EXPLANATION OF VERSES 18:86—-88 — THE JUSTICE OF A RULER

First: What he saw. “Until, when he reached the setting of the sun, he found it [as if] setting in a
spring of dark mud”. |bn Kathir explains that this is what his eyes saw at the end of his journey west
— as a person on the shore sees the sun as if sinking into the sea. Tafsir [bn Kathir 18:86

Second: Given a choice, he chose justice. “As for one who wrongs, we will punish him”, while “as
for one who believes and does righteousness, he will have a reward of Paradise, and we will speak
to him from our command with ease”.
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THE RISING OF THE SUN

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:90
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Until, when he came to the rising of the sun, he found it rising on a people for whom We had not made
against it any shield.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:90

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:91
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Thus. And We had encompassed [all] that he had in knowledge.
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:91

EXPLANATION OF VERSES 18:89-91 — A PEOPLE WITHOUT SHELTER
First: A journey east. “Then he followed a way”.

Second: An exposed people. “he found it rising on a people for whom We had not made against it
any shield”. The commentators mention that they had no buildings or trees to shelter them from the heat
of the sun. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 18:90

Third: Allah knows all. “And We had encompassed [all] that he had in knowledge”. The Qur'an does
not detail what he did there — it is enough for us to know that Allah knows everything.
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BETWEEN TWO MOUNTAINS

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:93
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Until, when he reached [a pass] between two mountains, he found beside them a people who could hardly
understand [his] speech.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:93

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:94
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They said, "O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog and Magog are [great] corrupters in the land. So may we assign
for you an expenditure that you might make between us and them a barrier."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:94

EXPLANATION OF VERSES 18:92-94 — THE COMPLAINT OF A WEAK PEOPLE

First: A people hard to understand. “Until, when he reached [a pass] between two mountains, he
found beside them a people who could hardly understand [his] speech”.

Second: A complaint of corruption. “O Dhul-Qarnayn, indeed Gog and Magog are [great]
corrupters in the land”. Tafsir Ibn Kathir 18:94

Third: An offer of payment. “So may we assign for you an expenditure that you might make
between us and them a barrier”. A weak people came to a powerful man — and the test for the powerful
is how he treats them.
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“ASSIST ME WITH STRENGTH”

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:95
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He said, "That in which my Lord has established me is better [than what you offer], but assist me with
strength; | will make between you and them a dam."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:95

EXPLANATION OF VERSES 18:95-97 — BUILDING TOGETHER

First: Refusing payment. “That in which my Lord has established me is better [than what you
offer]”. Just as Prophet Solomon })LJ\ :Jc refused the gift of the Queen of Sheba (27:36, Series 24).

Tafsir Ibn Kathir 18:95

Second: Involving the community. “but assist me with strength; | will make between you and them
a dam”. He did not make them dependent on him; he built with them.

Third: Knowledge and technology. “Bring me sheets of iron” — then heated, “until when he had
made it [like] fire, he said, "Bring me, that | may pour over it molten copper”. Heated iron coated
with molten copper made the wall extremely strong.

Fourth: A perfect result. “So Gog and Magog were unable to pass over it, nor were they able [to
effect] in it any penetration”.
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“THiIS IS A MERCY FROM MY LORD”

EXPLANATION OF VERSE 18:98 — HUMILITY AFTER SUCCESS

First: The words after success. “This is a mercy from my Lord”. Compare this with the owner of the
two gardens (Series 30), who said, “l am greater than you in wealth.”

Second: No structure lasts forever. “but when the promise of my Lord comes, He will make it level,
and ever is the promise of my Lord true”. Tafsir |bn Kathir 18:98

Third: The wall has begun to open. The Messenger of Allah € said:

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 3347
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah ¢ &) s, Narrated that the Prophet € said: “Allah has opened in the barrier of Gog and

Magog this much,” and he made a ring with his fingers (the sign for ninety).

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Muslim ibn Ibrahim, from Wuhayb ibn Khalid, from
‘Abdullah ibn Tawus, from his father, Tawus ibn Kaysan, from Abu Hurairah < &l 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets, chapter on the story of
Gog and Magog, Hadith No. 3347. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 2881).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3347
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GOG AND MAGOG AT THE END OF TIME

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:99
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And We will leave them that day surging over each other, and [then] the Horn will be blown, and We will
assemble them in [one] assembly.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:99

SURAH AL-ANBIYA’ 21:96
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Until when [the dam of] Gog and Magog has been opened and they, from every elevation, descend.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/21:96

EXPLANATION OF VERSES 18:99 AND 21:96 — ONE OF THE MAJOR SIGNS

First: They will come out. “And We will leave them that day surging over each other”, and “Until
when [the dam of] Gog and Magog has been opened and they, from every elevation, descend”.
Tafsir Ibn Kathir 21:96

Second: One of ten signs. The Messenger of Allah £ named the emergence of Gog and Magog among

the major signs before the Hour:

HADITH — SAHIH MusLim, No. 2901
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TRANSLATION:

Hudhayfah ibn Asid al-Ghifari <. & s said: The Prophet & came upon us while we were discussing. He
asked: “What are you discussing?” They said: We are mentioning the Hour. He said: “It will not come
until you see ten signs before it,” and he mentioned: the smoke, the Dajjal, the beast, the rising of the sun
from the west, the descent of Jesus son of Mary £, Gog and Magog, three landslides — one in the east,

one in the west and one in the Arabian Peninsula — and the last of them a fire that will come out of Yemen
and drive people to their place of gathering.

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Abu Khaythamah Zuhayr ibn Harb, Ishag ibn Ibrahim
and Ibn Abi ‘Umar al-Makki, from Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, from Furat al-Qazzaz, from Abu al-Tufayl, from

Hudhayfah ibn Asid al-Ghifari a:e &1 55,

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Tribulations and Portents of the Last Hour,
chapter on the signs before the Hour, Hadith No. 2901.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim, the second most authentic book of Hadith after Sahih al-
Bukhari.

Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2901a

I

Third: Worship will continue. Terrible as it is, the Messenger of Allah £ told us that the House will still

be visited:

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, No. 1593
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Sa'id al-Khudri a4l s, harrated that the Prophet % said: “The House will certainly continue to

be visited for Hajj and ‘Umrah after the emergence of Gog and Magog.” (Al-Bukhari then mentions
supporting narrations of this hadith.)
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Ahmad ibn Hafs, from his father, Hafs ibn ‘Abdullah,
from Ibrahim ibn Tahman, from al-Hajjaj ibn Hajjaj, from Qatadah, from ‘Abdullah ibn Abi ‘Utbah, from Abu

Said al-Khudri <o dil .

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of Hajj, chapter on the words of Allah:
‘Allah has made the Ka‘bah, the Sacred House, standing for the people”, Hadith No. 1593.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:1593
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A TERRIBLE DAY AND THE HOPE OF THIS UMMAH

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:100
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And We will present Hell that Day to the Disbelievers, on display.
Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:100

SURAH AL-KAHF 18:101
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Those whose eyes had been within a cover [removed] from My remembrance, and they were not able to
hear.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/18:101

EXPLANATION OF VERSES 18:100-101 — EYES THAT WERE COVERED
First: Hell is displayed. “And We will present Hell that Day to the Disbelievers, on display”.

Second: Who are they? “Those whose eyes had been within a cover [removed] from My
remembrance”. Dhul-Qarnayn saw the hand of Allah in every success; they saw nothing at all. Tafsir [bn
Kathir 18:101

Third: Hope for this ummah. The Messenger of Allah € mentioned Gog and Magog when describing

the Day of Resurrection, then gave glad tidings to his ummah:

HADITH — SAHIH AL-BUKHARI, NO. 3348
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Sa'id al-Khudri «e 4l 2 Narrated that the Prophet £€ said: “Allah the Exalted will say: O Adam!

He will say: Here | am at Your service, and all good is in Your hands. Allah will say: Bring out the
people of the Fire. He will say: How many are the people of the Fire? Allah will say: From every
thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine. At that time the young will turn grey, every pregnant woman
will miscarry, and you will see people as if drunk while they are not drunk, but the punishment of Allah
is severe.” They said: O Messenger of Allah, which of us is that one? He said: “Rejoice, for from you will
be one, and from Gog and Magog a thousand.” Then he said: “By Him in whose hand is my soul, | hope
that you will be a quarter of the people of Paradise.” We said takbir. He said: “I hope that you will be a
third of the people of Paradise.” We said takbir. He said: “I hope that you will be half of the people of
Paradise.” We said takbir. He said: “You among mankind are only like a black hair on the skin of a white
ox, or a white hair on the skin of a black ox.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari: from Ishag ibn Nasr, from Abu Usamah Hammad ibn
Usamah, from Sulayman al-A'mash, from Abu Salih Dhakwan, from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri & & 2.

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam al-Bukhari in Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of the Prophets, chapter on the story of
Gog and Magog, Hadith No. 3348. Also narrated by Muslim (No. 222).

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih al-Bukhari, the most authentic book of Hadith after the Qur'an by
consensus of the Hadith scholars.

Source: https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3348
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WHAT THE QUR’AN DOES NOT TELL

The Quran itself says it recites only “a report” about him (18:83). Following Sahih al-Bukhari 4485
(Series 1), we do not add outside details.

THE POPULAR STORY AND WHAT REVELATION SAYS

THE POPULAR STORY WHAT THE QUR’AN AND AUTHENTIC HADITH SAY

The Qur'an does not give his real name. Ibn Kathir
rejects this view, since the Dhul-Qarnayn of the
Quran was a believer, while Alexander of Macedon
was a polytheist.

Dhul-Qarnayn was Alexander of Macedon.

Not explained in the Qur'an or authentic Hadith. The
scholars differ and nothing is established with
certainty.

The meaning of “two horns” in his name, and whether
he was a prophet.

The verse describes what he “found” (18:86), i.e.

The sun really sets into a spring of dark mud. what his eyes saw, as lbn Kathir explains,

Not mentioned in the Qur'an or authentic Hadith.
What is established is that they are of human descent
(Sahih al-Bukhari 3348).

The physical appearance of Gog and Magog: huge
ears, extraordinary height and the like.

The Qur'an only says “between two mountains”

The exact location of the wall, (18:93). Its location is not mentioned.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE: WALLS LINKED TO DHUL-QARNAYN

The Great Wall of Gorgan in northern Iran — known locally as Sadd-i Iskandar (‘Alexander’s Barrier”) —
runs for nearly 200 km. Radiocarbon and OSL dating show it was built around the 5th century CE by the
Sasanian empire, of red brick (Nokandeh et al., 2006).

The Derbent fortifications in Dagestan, on the passage between the Caspian Sea and the Caucasus, were
built by the Sasanian empire in the 6th century CE of stone (Gadjiev, 2008). The Dariali Gorge — the
“Caspian Gates” of classical sources — was fortified around the late 4th century CE (Sauer, 2020).

Claim not included. The claim that any of these walls is the wall of Dhul-Qarnayn is not included. These
walls are built of brick and stone, while the Qur'an speaks of iron coated with molten copper (18:96) — and
revelation does not name its location.

REFERENCES:

Nokandeh, J., Sauer, E. W., et al. (2006). Linear Barriers of Northern Iran: The Great Wall of Gorgan and the Wall of
Tammishe. Iran, 44. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/05786967.2006.11834684

Gadijiev, M. (2008). On the Construction Date of the Derbend Fortification Complex. Iran and the Caucasus, 12. DOI:
https:/doi.org/10.1163/157338408x326163

Sauer, E. W. (ed.) (2020). Dariali: The “Caspian Gates” in the Caucasus from Antiquity to the Age of the Huns and the
Middle Ages. Oxbow Books. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.36075894
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AUTHORITY THAT PROSTRATES

The story of Dhul-Qarnayn shows how great power can become a path of good when its holder always
attributes everything to Allah: just to the weak, free of greed, building together with the community, and
humble after success.

DHUL-QARNAYN ACCORDING TO REVELATION

ik

Authorit “Indeed We established him Authority is a trust
y upon the earth” (18:84) from Allah
e Punishing the wrongdoer, honouring Just to all, gentle
the believer (18:87-88) to the obedient
Wealth “That in which my Lord has Not greedy, not exploiting
established me is better” (18:95) the weak
Cooneration "Assist me with Building together with
B strength” (18:95) the community
Afer siiccess “This is a mercy Success is attributed
from my Lord"” (18:98) to Allah

Figure 2: Dhul-Qarnayn according to the Qur'an — what revelation says and its lessons.

LESSONS FROM THIS STORY

First: The Qur’an tells what is beneficial, not every detail. (18:83).

Second: Authority is a trust from Allah. (18:84).

Third: Reliance on Allah goes with effort and knowledge. (18:85, 96).

Fourth: A just ruler punishes the wrongdoer and honours the obedient. (18:87-88).
Fifth: Do not exploit the weak. (18:94-95).

Sixth: Build with the community, not only for it. (18:95).

Seventh: Every success is a mercy from Allah. (18:98).

Eighth: No human structure lasts forever. (18:98; Sahih al-Bukhari 3347).

Ninth: Gog and Magog are a major sign of the Hour; prepare for it. (18:99; Sahih Muslim 2901; Sahih
al-Bukhari 1593, 3348).

CONCLUSION

The four stories of Surah Al-Kahf end with one sentence: “This is a mercy from my Lord.” Whether we
are tested with religion, wealth, knowledge or power, the path of safety is the same — attributing
everything to Allah. May Allah protect us from the trial of Gog and Magog and every trial of the end of
time. Amin.
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In sha Allah, the series Stories from the Qur’an will continue with the next story — with the same method:
the Qur'an, authentic Hadith, and solid archaeological findings only.
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SUPPORT & DONATIONS

This eBook is published entirely free for Muslims and is never to be sold. Donations are most welcome
to help with the costs of research, hosting the website guranscience.my and publishing further eBooks —
but they are not obligatory. May Allah accept every donation as an ongoing charity (sadaqgah jariyah).

SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2:261
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven
spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/2:261

SURAH SABA’ 34:39
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Say, "Indeed, my Lord extends provision for whom He wills of His servants and restricts [it] for him. But
whatever thing you spend [in His cause] - He will compensate it; and He is the best of providers."

Translation: Sahih International — quran.com/34:39

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 2588
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TRANSLATION:

Abu Hurayrah «¢ &) s, harrated that the Messenger of Allah $&said: “Charity does not decrease wealth.

Allah does not increase a servant who forgives except in honour. And no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises him in rank.”
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CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa‘id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja'far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah ¢ & 2 -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Virtue, Good Manners and Joining the Ties
of Kinship (Kitab al-Birr wa al-Silah wa al-Adab), chapter on the encouragement of forgiveness and humility,
Hadith No. 2588.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim:2588

HADITH — SAHIH MusLIm, No. 1631
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TRANSLATION:
Abu Hurayrah «¢ & &2, narrated that the Messenger of Allah % said: “When a person dies, his deeds

come to an end except for three: an ongoing charity, knowledge that is benefited from, or a righteous child
who prays for him.”

CHAIN OF NARRATION: Narrated by Imam Muslim: from Yahya bin Ayyub, Qutaibah bin Sa'id and ‘Ali bin Huir,
from Isma'il bin Ja‘far, from al-‘Ala’ bin ‘Abd al-Rahman, from his father ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ya‘qub, from Abu

Hurayrah 4= & P -

REFERENCE: Narrated by Imam Muslim in Sahih Muslim, Book of Wills (Kitab al-Wasiyyah), chapter on the
reward that reaches a person after his death, Hadith No. 1631.

GRADE: SAHIH — contained in Sahih Muslim.
Source: https://sunnah.com/muslim: 1631

JAZAKUMULLAHU KHAIRAN KATHIRA
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